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OE Baſenefſe,and Diſhonour without Chriſt, 
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2, From the Meditation of the Comforts attending the 
Soules recciving of CuR15ST. 
3- From the Apprehenſion of the Joy and Excellency of 
> Chriſts living in Man : The whole fingularly ſweets * 
ning the Meditation of Chrilt to the Soule of Man, 
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| Hoe every one that thi Den come to the waters, and be that bath no money, 
x | > come ye buy aud eat yes come buy wine ond milke without monty, aud with. 
out price : Wherefore doe ye (fend your money for that which þ not bread, 
- © andyour labour ſor t icÞ /atifietbuot Is 4a +5. 1,2, 
Il Draw me,and we will run after thee,the K.irg bath brought me into bis cham- 
bers we will be glad and retoyce in thee, we will remember thy love more 
'h 4 then wine, CAMTol, 4 
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Tothe Chriſtian R x EADER, 


Reverend and Chriſtian Reader, 
mn O Ca 34 Here r nothing more pleaſant and, 


=> £. 


comfortable, more animating 
oY F inabline, more raviſhing ard foule. 
=Y contenting 10 4true Chriſtian, they, 
er) Vratles the frequent and ſerious meditation, 
K + hen of Chriſt, then an holy and humble, 
US REA [wcet and conſtant commerce and 

communion with Chriſt : Chriſt Ie- 
ſu beiny the whole of mans bappineſſe ;, the Sunne which 
gives bs light in darkneſſe ; the Phy ſition which heales his. 
ſoles fiekneſſe; the wall of fire which defends him in the 

| aſſaults of all exemies,, the Friend comforting him i» hu 
 heavineſte; the Arke ſupporting him in the deluge of all. 
bu diſtriſſes ; the Rocke ſuſtaining him wnder the heavi- 
eſt preſſures ; ; the enjoyment of Chriſt ſolaceth in the deepeit 
ſorrowes the wang of Chnift diſtraiteth in the greate#t 
| worldly abundance, 
| Who but Chriſt « the cloudy Pillar, pretetting andies- 
{ ding God's (rae) 3 the heave "ly Manna feeding the Lords 
| people ; the brazen Serpent curing Gods children of thes 
| ſnfull venome which the fiery Serpent hath infus'd mto 
them : Who but Chriſt i the Propitiatory or Mercy-| 
Seat in whom mercy «s _ ons through whem it « re- | 


vealed 


XY 
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The Epiſtle te the Reader. 


A. —_———— 


vealed and communicated to all that thirſt after it 1 the Ja- 
cos lidderby whom God deſcendeth wnto man, and man 
aſcendeth wnto God z the Table of Shew-bread 8» whom 
our foules are feaſted y the Candle-ſtick by which they 
Church of God i enlightnedy the Altar of perfume, wn 
' whoſe name and through whoſe mediation we nd or pray 

01 are accepted» the brazen Laver in whoſe blood.we are 
| waſhed, andthe fiery Chariot by which we [bat at they 
laſt like Bliah be tranſlated in tranſcendent glory and tn1- 
wmph : Nothing can makethat man m'ſerable who hath 
Chriſt for his poſieffron 1 the fulleſt conflucnce of all abili- 
ties can nev'r make that mans eſtate truly comfortable who 
bath no! Chriſts fu 1ne(ſſe communicated to him : Chriit be- 
ing the onely Well which i able to refreſh an1 fil us, 
when all our veſſels lik: H1grs, prove empty bottles: the 
onely Conduftor, who is able to lead us, when we are 
to-paſſe thoreuzh the Wilderneſſe, and red Sea of mani. 
fold adverſities : theonly Companion ableto comfort us, 
When God cals ms with thethree children to walke in the frie+ 
ry fornace of ſharpe and ſcorching trials , the my Jo- 
/ 6M the onely Captaine of the Lords Ho'ts, who can 
reſcue us, when the Amoritiſh Princes, either men or 
Divels doe beſiege us : ſweet and ſure is their. Refuge, who 
are under the protetiion of the Lord Teſws : He is a hiling 


| place trom the wind, anda covert from rhe tempeſt, 


rivers of waters ina dry place, the ſhadow of a great 
rock ina weary Land : The life and liberty, peace and 
Jafety, joy and vittory, wealth and glory of a Chriſtian « 
trea'ur'd up in Chriſt, 

Be ther fore inſtant andinduſtrious, givinz all diligence, 
1. To make Chriſt ſure untothy (elfe : With Boaz 


in another caſe be in no reſt untill thou hait finiſhed this 
thing 
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reſidue without Chrijt is worth nothing, Stand not upon 
the coſt, whither paines or fludy, teares or prayers, prace 


pearle, Chriſt is of that worth anduſe that thou canit ne- 
ver over» buy him, thingh thaw gaveſt thy felfe and all the 
wot wy ; the waking ſure of Chriſt is the aſſurance 
BF 4K TPE Veſr, 

2+ Stand for Chriſt, rake Chriſts part, be on b# ſide, 
whoever be yy him ;, the vwittory ever paſſerh on 
Chriſts fide at laſt; all his faith full Souldiers ave glorious 
Conquerours : they all have crownes, though ſomt:mes 
they ſmimme unto them in blood ;, take to thee therefore the | 
heart and conrace of Shammah one of Davids Worthres, | 
who ſtood and defended the ficld when all che reſt 
fled. Thus abide thou with Chriit, ſtand for lim, defend. 
his Truth, bu Worſhip , hu Charch and chilaren, though 
all others fly from him or riſe up againſt im : there is more | 
joy and glory in Chriſts ſufferings, then in the triumph of 
profane perſons, there us more aigwity in Chriſts thornes 
thenin thitr golden crownes ;, the moye thou looſeſt for the 
LoyaTeſus, the greater is thy advantage : be is unworthy 
the name of a Servant that will not land by his Lord and. 
Maſter in time of dangers ;, She di ſhnnours the name of a 
wife that refuſerh cop artnerſbip with her hucband in his | 
troubles ; he is unworthy of a name either with God or | 
man , worthy to have his name buried in everlaſting in- 


| famy, that will not ſtand by Chriſt with moſt reſolution. 


and confidence, wii h moſt courage and boldneſſe, when men 
and Divels oppoſe Chriſt with moſt rave and violence,y they 

«a Mczvius that yoble Centurion of Auguſtus berng ta | 
ken and brouzht unto Antonius and demanded how hee 


LA 3 Mp world 


Matt 
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thing this day. Chyiit is richly worth the having, all the 


o wealth, goods or name, life or liberty , (ell all for this qua, 
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would be handled, bero'cally anſwered, Com nand mee | 
to be flaine, becaule neither the benefic of ite, nor the 


eſſtdefinam ,aut 
tus eſſe incipt 
am.Bruſon.ls., 
4 


* Aat torun 


rorunm amirte. 
Greg.Naziea. 


es anveh "ft Ceſars ſouldier, or to beginto be thine. Thus what. 


mecun rene, au 


iſhment of death can move me,cither to cealc to be 


 ſoever doe befall thee, though a thouſand deaths be threat- 
| ned to beinfiritedon thee, let meither the hope of life, nor 
the feare of death draw thee to ceaſe from being Chriſfts 
ſouldier, or tobegin to fight under the worlds banner ; it 
& more noble and comfortable to die the mnſt ignominious 
death for Chriſt, then to liwethe mo#t glorious worldly life 
with the demy all of =—_ 

3. Doc not ſtand aloofe off from Chriſt when 
Chriſt is upon the Croſſe : Doe not halt and neutral:7e 
in the howwe of Chrifts and bu Churches troubles ; he that 
' i mot Chritts fliend is Chriſts enemy : He that is not 
with him is againſt hin : /t & Salomons 9b/erv ation 
of the Nloathfull, He that is Qloathfull in his worke is 
brother to him that is a great waſter, accordingly, he 
that is (loathfoll in Chriſty worke : that dath not readily 
pur forth bis hand, tothe helge and aſſiſt ance of Chriſt and) 
bis Church, u brother to him that is a great waiter of the.-| 
Kingdome and Church of Chriſt : Chriſt lookes on all 
Neutraliſts, as on enemies, and nat on ſervants, * he that 
holds not wholy with Chriſt, doth very ſbam:fully neg. 
le Chriſt : there i ns confiſtence b:tweene the ſervice of 
|1ws Aaſters, mern cannot poſſibly at ence be the followers 
of two contrary leaders : And what ove theſe time ſerving 
Politicians and carnal Neutralizing middle men ? but (þi- 
ritwall Hairlots, their bearts ave drvided betwixt Chriſt 
and other lovers : Tgnominious Diſgracers of the 
Chriſtian name and profeſſion, their way like the 
Cure? of the lame whoſe legs are mot equall + prodigi-) 
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| 


ous * Traitours ts their heavenly Prince, the trath, the! * ix provirar ef 


cauſe and Church of Chiift : The wery off ſpring of Ja- | ve-irars qui 
as. Shawetull expoſers #f themſelves to the ſcorne' \,,". ubere 


and hatred of all men, toth 2064 and bad : it happening nox |ufficientey 


ante theſe middle men, as to them who dwell inthe* middle © 4fenair. 


fer man, wrejetted both of God and man : dot not ſay 


roomes of ſoma bigh building, as they are (moaked and * rpms 


mothered by them that dwell under them, and polluted 4 medics 
with ſlime and filth from them that dwell over them, ſo 
ſmoake and ſmother, diſcrace and ſhame i the portion of 


ſnch nen;ralizing and middle people : they that cleave! 


_ to meithey ſide, are juſtly ſuſpetted and abborred)| 


of each ſide : Hethat is neither thoroughly for God, wor 


then in the day of Chrifls and worlds conteſtation, as 
ſometime the Reman Cato did in the civill warre be. 
tweene Caeſar awd Pompey Quem tugiam video,quem 
ſequar non video, 7 diſcerne whomto fly, but 1 ſte not| 
whom to follow. Whoſoever be deſerted, Chriſt muſt be. 
fully followed, or the curſe of Meroz, muſt be expetted, 
Curſe ye Azere7, ſaidthe Angell of the Lord, curſe Jud. 5.33 
ye bitterly the Inhabitants therof, becauſe they _ 


not tothe helpe ofthe Lord, to thehelpe of the Lord 


inthe day ofthe mighty. Which woras 1 wiſh, as once 
Chryſoſtome did that ſentence, Ecclel, 2.11. were en- 
eraven on the doore-joſts, into which theſe Politicians and 
NeutraliJers enter, on the Tables where they ſit, on the 
diſhes ent of which they eat. cn the cups ont of which they. 
drinke, on the bedſteeds where they lie; on the walles of 
the houſes where they dwell ; on the garmints which they 
weare z 09 the heads of the horſes on which they ride_ ;' 
and on the fore heed of all them whom they meet, that | 
they might learne and continually remember, Tharthere) 
A 4 1s 
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þ. Cro,z 2.7,8, 


— O— 


The Fpiſtle tothe Reader, | 


— _—C ———— 


is bicrer curſe attending not only them har openly op- 
poſe Chriſt, but alſo ſuchasnegleR ro minilter their 
aſiſtancero Chriſt : Who will ſpew all them out of his 
| month who are neither hot nor cold x ſuch a4 ha't in the 
profeſſion of Chriſt are the greateſt abomination to Chiilt, 
| Chriſt will make their condition very baſe and 1qnom- 
' nious, who are no! Fralous in Chiiſts cauſe and ſer- 
VICE, 
| 4+ Be natterrified withthe multitude of oppoſers 
| or opp firions which thou ſhalt fee againſt Chriſt , 
| but rathir ſay as that noble * Sonldier in Eraſmus did 
| to him that. told him of that numerous. and mighty Army 
| which came againit him, Tanto plus glorix retoremus, 
| quonirm «<0 plures ſuperabimus, the number of oppo- 
ſers makes the Chriſtians conqueſt the mor? illuſtrious : 
ſay tothy ſoule in this caſe as Hezckiah did to his Souldiers 
inthe like ; Be ſtrong and couragious, be not affraid 
| nor dilmayed forthe King of Aſſy7/a, nor tor all the 
' multitude that is with him, for there be more with 
us then with bim 3 with him is an arme of flc(h, but 
with us is the Lord our God,to helpe vs, and to fight 
| Our battles. And the people reſted themſelves vpon 
'the word of Hezekiah King of Indab : ard that thy 
heart may. not meditate a revolt from Chri't, nor enter- 
' taine a thought of conſpiring with the profane multi. 
= in hope of temporall preſervation and ſafety * con- 
ſiarr, 
| 1, How the profaneſt part. doth ever in the iſſue 
prove. the weakeſt pare ; the power of ungodlineſſe 
ents 14: ſunder the ſinewes of the greateſt earthly forces, 
a Jonah weakened the tMarriners inthe Ship, Achan 
|#he Soldiers in the Army, and 4 reigning diſcaſe the 


erea- 
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| ertateſt body of fleſh » their {inne atainit ( ed trings a 
| ove e on them that oppoſe God, and though they may pro-| 
| ſper fer 4 ſeaſon, for the Iryall or caſt;gation of Gods chil. 


\dren, yet at lenzth like the * rod in the fathers hand * I: 19,6, 


[they are burnt or broken. Ged at length reſolves evas 
unts nothing, all the powers which exalt themſelves a-. 
| gainſt Heaven, as is manifeſt in the fall ofthe Midianites, 
| Goliah, Abſolom,Zera the Athiopian, the King of Al- 

 firia, andinfinite others, 

' 2, Conſider, hew they who for ſafety forſake Chriſt, 

| and betaks themſeltes unto an arme of fleſh, Have no o- jJ&-*4:3+ 
| ther but a withered reed to Ieanc on, no other then | 

| a ſandy. Foundation to build upon. They go like the 
children in the Prophet with their weſſels to empty pits, | 
| and returne aſhamed, they ſhelter themſelves with the | 

| men of Shechem under 4 bramble, where they are pier. 144 9. 
\ced and coard, inflead of being ſhadewed ; their cma-| 
gmmary way and meanes of ſupportation, turnes to their | 
'reall ſhame and ruine : all worldly powers to them that 

deſert the Lord Jeſus, prove not onely waine hel- 

| pers, but miſcrable deſtroyers : for thus ſaith the Lord, 


| Curſcd be the man that tuſterh in man, and. maketh Jer. :7. 5,6, 


fAicſh his arme, and whoſe heart departeth from the 
| Lord, for he ſha)l be like the heath in the defart, 
/ and ſhall not ſce when good commeth, but ſhall inh 
ritthe parched places in the wilderneſle ina ak land 
[and not inhabited, When « prople have moſi 
of man for them, and leaſt of God with them, then are 
they uſually neareſt unto mter rune, 

3+ Confider how they who goe from Chriſt and unite 
themſelves to the profane and diſaff; thed mulutude for 
| ſafety, doc engage themiclves in a common quarrell 
againſt | 


” 
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Job 94+ 


aCro.19 », 


Iſa. 54 37. | 


| nearcſtto ir, and moſt ready ro ſhew his power in the 
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againſt Chriſt, and make Chriſt rhe'y enemy, and ha 
ving armed Chriſt azanſ# them, all the world cannot 

eſerve them; but now they are daſh'd in preces as 4 
ot veſſellby an iton rod, #ow Chriſt like 4 Rocke 


fals upon them and grindes them unto duſt : Conjunthi. 
on with Chrilts enemies is the worſt of all wayes and. 


re for refuge ; Shouldeſt rhouhelpe'the ungodly, | 


| and lovethemthat hate the Lord * ( ſaid the Prophet 


tothat good King Iehoſhaphat) therefore is wrath upon 
theetrom before the Lotd. 

4. Conſider how combination with the adverſaries o 
Chriſt and his cauſe for temporall preſervation, hath c. 


yermore a croſſe and curſe atrending itz enterprizes « 
gamſt the Lord Teſus have in all ages proved diſmall to 
—_ wndertakers, _ ( ar _ ) _ ever harden 
himſelfe againſtr mighty - Nowea. 
pon (ſaith the Lord ) -—=. x” ran) pac: web thee (hall 
proſper, and every tongue tharſhall riſe againſt thee 
ih judgementthou ſhalt condemne, They who cat the 
three ohildren into the fiery fornace burnt themſelves 
Pharaoh periſhed in the wery waters tio w'ich he 
fore'dthe 1raelites + there is nothing but an expectation 
of eroffes and curſes ro that man that doth oppeſe Chriſt the 
 fountameof all bleſſings. 

5. Conſidy, when the Church is weakeſt and the 
combination ſtrongeſt againſt ir, then God is alwaies 


preſervation'of it, The Churches deepe#t miſery is Gods 
choiſeſt opportunity ; the Lords people never ſee and en- 
joy more of Gods preſence then in the fiery ſornace : God 
takes oecaſron by bis Chnyches dt ftreſfes at once to manifeſt 


his power, wiſdome, juſtice, truth and goodnes, 
a 6.Con- 


——— — 
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6. Conſider, that Chriſt is the ſtrength of ev 
thirg, the foundation i the ftrength of the houſe, 1 
rootes ave the trength of the Tree ; Chriſt the Creatonr 
i the flrength of the creature, He turnes the ſtrength 
of the mighty int weakneſſe, and the impotency of the 
weak into ſirength;the creature alwaies proves mare or leſſe 
powerfull, according 18 the concurrence of Chriſts arme 
either with or againſt him; all the Nations of the world, 
when the influence of Gods power i ſuſpended, are but 
« a diop of a bueket, and «« the ſmall duſt of the 
ballance : the weakeſt prople, the worme +4) icob when 
Chriſt joywes with them are ſtronger then the Moun« 
taines : No mans ſtation is firme or ſtable beſide bis, 
who hath Chrilt ſoftening him, Gods Church hath 
no cauſe of contracting, daſþ airing eozitations either from 
her owne weakneſſe, or from the power of her adverſa- 
ries, receiving ber ſupportment from the power of Chriſt 
leſus; for he will keepe the feer of his Saints, and the 
wicked ſhall be filent in darkneſle, and by ſtrength 
(hall no man prevaile. | 

7. Conſider , how they who ſtep out from Chriſt and 
betake themſelves to the ſhadow of carnall men for re- 
fuge, doe thercia aſſociate and combine themſelves 
with Satan, for 4% #ncertaine, bodily preſervation, doe 
expoſe their ſoules unto certaine and incuitable ruie, 
and what Can it availe 4 man, to looſe the jewell in 


hope to keep the carket, or to defirey the Inhabitant, in 
hope to preſerve the houſe : How ever it gee for the pre- 
ſemt, Chriit will prevaile at laſt ; and whither wils | 
thes runne then, that runneft from Chriſt now : Hee 
that now flies from the cauſe of Chrift, wil! not be thew 


able to fly from the wrath of Chriſt + He that wr} 
bn faſer 


is 


If1, 4041 F. 
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| TheEpiſtle ro theReader, 
faſeth Chriſt ſuffering, ſhall with dreadful horrour and 
| amizJement at laft behald Chriſt trinmphing. 

Laſily, Conſider, There 1s more Maxcſty, terrour 
and {ecurity roo, in the preſence and confortſhip of 
a few-good men then in the preſence of a great! 
number of profane men : There is a manifeſtation of 
God im them, which makes the hearts of their enemies to 
ſhake, as they who came to apprehend Chriſt fell back. | 
ward at the very beholding of Chriſt. Gods power full 
land bleſſed fot th among his people, the efficacy of their 
prayers, the power of gedlineſſe apparant in their lives, 
the very perſwaſion which wicked m:n have of their in. 
\tegrity, of their intimaty and communion with God, and 
of Gods taking part with them, doth make their preſence 
dreadfull to the eye and apprehenſion of profane men - 
thus the Pſalmiſt, Beovurifull tor {cituarionr, the joy of 
the whole Farth is Mount Syer, on the fides of the 
North the City of thegreat King. God is knowne in | 
her Palaces for a Refuge : forloe the Kings were aſ- k 
ſembled, they paſſed by rogether, they ſaw and ſo| |! 
they marvelled, they were troubled and haſted away, [1 
fearetooke hold upon them there, and paine as of a F 
woman intravell. And in the dayes of Heſter the) 
feare of the Tewes fell upon all people : And in the 
 dayes of Toſhua, ſucha feare fell uponthe profane Na- 
tions that their hearrs melred,neither was there ſpirit F 
'in them any more, becauſe of the children of mu | 
The enduring of afflithion mith Gods people, is better, 
mere honourable, more comfortable, more ſafe and profitable 
then the enjoyment of the pl: aſures of ſin for a ſeaſon. 

- 5, Pray forthe peacc of Ieruſalem, for the ſafety, 
wnity, tranquility of the Church of Chiift. Pray for | 


th 
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emer 


the bleſſing of Heaven upon our deare and dread Sove- 
[rkigne, and upon hu great Conncell, that hs Name, his 

Throne and Kingdome may flouriſh and ſhine in elory, 
hke the Sun to 1he endof the wortd, and that their Couns- | 
cell may be acceptcbie to himthe diviſions of Reuben ſweet «| 
ly and fully reconciled, our threatned ſtorm changedinio 
4 bleſſed calm,having onePrince of peace commandin; ws, 
one word of peace 1nſtrntting us, one [þirit of peace con- 
dutting us one wayot peace,wherunto the Lord hath called 
wi:let every man cait the diſobedient Tonah ont of the Ship 
| of bs own ſou!, which makes our waters tempeſiuous Let e- 
very man cut off the Sheba of bu owne rebelliows luſt, 
which cauſeth Ged to threaten the laying of a Siege 4 
gainſt the (ity both of our ſoule and body, Let 1s meeet 
the Lord 4s Abigail did David, that the Lord may be 
intreated, that all that is amiſſe may be therourhly refor- 
med, and the Goſpel of our peace 1n the purity and per fettion 
therof continued, and the unity of the Spirit inthe bond of , 
peace preſerved. 

6. Communicate freely and fully to the neceſſities 
ofthe Church of Chriſt, «5 the Sun hi light torhemthat 
ſfitin darkneſſe, the mother her breaſt ts the hungry child, 
and the Cioud its raine to the thirſty ground ;, the Chur- 
ches wants are for the tryall of thine abwnd ance, the Charch 
purchaſed by the blood of Chrilt s more precious then 
all worldly poſſeſſions, and challengeth preheminence 
thy aff ettions «beve all earthly treaſures, What thou poſ- 
| ſeſſeſt is not ſo mach thine as Chr:\ts, and therefore onght 
| freely to be expended in the cauſe of Chyniſt It is the ho- 
| nour of thy ſubance to be imployed in the Lords (crvice; it 

the glory of a.Chrijl:antote Clirifts Almoner to fced 
bs Church and children, the Church is a Vincyard whence 


4 | 


| 


i 


| —— ——— 


The Epiſtle tothe Reader, : 
4 liberall barveſt rerarne th to every man that fowes plenti. | 
fully to it. Chriſts bloud rs infinitely more precious! 
thin thy geld. He gave his blood for thee, and how 
canſt thou with. hold thy mony from him. Depart »+- 


ther with all thy ſubſtance, they that one member # 
Chriſt periſh for rhe want of it, It i wot mans riches, but i 


for abhoyye him that proves wnf atthfull to the Prince of his 


1dols won a Commandement which hegave for try als ſake, 


mans bounty to Chriſts members that honowrs man; jt 511 
not the preſence, bu! the well uſing of thy abilities which! 


will give thee comfort tn the houre of thy laſt and dread(full 
Summons. | 
7. Be conſtant inthe knowledge, faith, love, feare 
and profeffion of Chriſt. Be wort in the matter of Goals) 
wor ſhip and thy ſabowtivn like a Reed ſhaken with the wind, 
Be mot carried RN PR every vaine and rmpty Do- | 
thrine hike a S hip without an Anker, Be not toſſed wp and, 
downe with evtry enſt and wave of affii tion ; take mot thy 
leave of Chriſt 45 Orpah didof Naomi for any &</treſſe 
that oth brfall the Charchor cauſe of Chrift z doe wot lewye 
the Sun for a Gloe-worme, the favour of God for the love of 
men ; deenst chance the _Arke fir Dagon, the wheat for 
chaffe, the Dottrine of Chwiſt for the tradition of Anti- 
chriſt, pure Religion for ſordid and fleviſh Swperſtition, 
Foyſake wot the bridegroome of thy ſou!t for a Harlot, the- | 
Lord lefſus for the errarmve ;, perfidrouſneſſeto Chriſt i rhe | 
ſhame of all ſhames 10a Chriſiian, God and man, friend and 


ſalvation : It was the ſaying of the Father of Conſtantine 
the ryeat, occaſioned by ſome of His bonſholds ſacy: fieing to 


Fos Regi ſuo nunquam fdeles fore, qu Deo infideles 
extitifſent, He that will be falſe to God will wever be tyae | 


G8 


ro may for conſcience ſake, He that breaketh faith __ 


\ 


» 


/ 
| 


The Epiſileto theReader., | 


| 


—_ %* dot oft 


—_—— 

God is worthy of leaſt credit with ntay. Take heed there-| 
fore, let not thought ariſe within thet of departing from the 
living God ; but preſſe forward, draw nearer and nearer 
wnto God, breake therow all the Armies of oppoſit:0n and. 
diſcour agement which doe or ſhall encaunicy thee, as Da- 


© a —_ 


vids worthies brake therow the Army of the Philiſtines, | 
and came to the wels of Bethcl : 2r0w in Knowledge as | 
the light ſtining more and more to the per felt day : grow | 
in faith as the Treeinrootes ;, increaſe inlove as the fire in| 


ſufferings, there k.enough in Chriſtt0 
make a ſwperabungant xecompence; , In him thou haſt 4 li- 
ving Spring, when all thy bottles. are empiy ; 61. ir0n pil- 
lar when all thy withered reeds are broken ; 4 wall of fire, 


for fro of an 


are ſcattered like the du e the wind ; is him thew | 
haſl a glorious Sun when all The blazing ſtars of thy world-. 
ly comfort are extingwiſh'd and come to nought ; «4 bride 


when all the An and Fee th of c be and fbble 


"$5 


Seton the faire F; of ten thouſand, whey all thy friends ac- 
| cording 10 the fleſh are _ to perpetual ſilence in the grave. 
0 then ſuffer th ” ſelfnow uh waded by Chriſt, proſtrate 
thy ſelf under the feet of Chriſt, be contented with Chriſt, 
repoſe thy ſelf upon Chriſt, increaſe thy rntereſt in Chriſt, 
live wholy to Chrif, and be ready to ſuffer and dye for 
| Chriſt,that ſo chow mayeſt for ever trywmph with Chriſt : 
| So prayeth 


The moſt unwonhy 
of them that ſerve 
the Lord C hrift, 
AH. GC. 


heat baving much wogd. Be not terrifid with-dny conothi- | 
nations , bee not diſhearined with any loſſes, revolt not 
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Pſal 118.26. 
Bleſſed be he that commeth in the name of the Lird, we 
ave bleſſed you out of the houſe of the Lord, 


elec ln! fs ny cn” 
ng into Icruſalem, ſexe two of his Diſciples 


ro looſe POnFYprrr Hoey d, and to him unto Chriſt, 
"ie ing in his ſpirituall kingdome, ſends his Mi- 
by er preaching olooe and the ſoules of men 


SWEET —_ 


which | | 


4 Mat x1. 


 -—_———O—x Oo 


1 


C_—__ -—_ 


rr ee noms, 


All men muſt be put under (rift. T | 


which are faſt chained and fettered to finne, Satan, and the | | 
world. All men in their naturall eſtate and Condition arc 
ſlaves to the world, ſervants of and bondmen to 


Satan, bed by the Labour of bu Mimfters m the Gofpell com- 
and ro the fone of Gods 
choſen, We all continue faſt tyed with the cords and bands 
br affections, till Chriſtfends —— 
firſt looſcd, and they brought.to Chriſt. The 
FE edi mf pb eſuerdr ir 
= comers Oh We mult be leoſcd and ſet 
from the of ſinne, $ and the world ; which 
by and Co like ers ofcr us, or <l(c we 
for Chriſts: { Hr that will not be angycd and 
77pm - og grnguny of = = 
_ Chriſks Miniftcrs,in se{p34 of us,arc touitleflc 
-» Gabe loſe ins from whragk of ungodli- 
Chriſt commandcth the rwb to-bring the colt 
to him, not to kcep him to themſclves, not to imply him 
in their owne ſervice. ts th cy of go nod#o— 
the ſonles of men not unto wato Chriſt : They 
arc and carnall __ {ecke to cxalt them- 
ſelves, and not the Lord _ in the cycs and hearts of their 
_— the drawing and working home of the foulcs of 
is the chicfeſt crowne and honour of all 
miniteriall labours, they who mikeeritherthcir owne pro- 
© » is; — 
deceitfull workers. 


s a. fe ce II. 


| 
i 
| 


bt; branches, but they alſo-cryed Heſanna to the forne of 
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ao 


| 


| ecs and Nobles uſc to ride-of, bue the fole of an Afſe, an ot= 
, dull, and plaine beaſt, Chrift doth moſt uſnaly [et up 
= ritual throne and kiwgdome in the hearts of men of meanc | 
| and low condition, and of little or no citerme in the world, Men | 
; molt eminent for their morall and temporall endowments, | 
| are often found the greateit m_ to Chriſt and his ſer- 
| vice : Chriſt is many times carried in triumph in the hearts | 
; of. poore and deſpiſed people, when ſuch as have the ful- | 
; beſſe of the world will not vaile and ſtoop to him. | 
The Diſciples did net onely bring this colt re Chriſt, but | 
they alſo ſpread their cloathes upon him, and fo and | 
| fitted him for Chriſt to ride thereon, Gods Miniſter: mui? b | 
their deftrines garm/b the ſonlts of men, that they may be fit 
| for Chriſt co ragne inthem. Nothing ſhould be of fuch eſtceme | 
or uſe with us, but we ſhould rcadily ſpare it for Chriſts ſer- 
; vice , be ready to ſtrip our ſelves of all, even our very gar- 
' ments to cxalt.the Lord Iefus ; we ſhould rather chuſe to 
' make our iclves naked, then fſutfer Chriſt to be diſhonou- | 
ied. | 
| The Diſciples having caſt their garments upon the beaſt, 
they ſet up Chriſt thereon. The exaltation of Chriſt muſt be | 
' the prime intendment and labour of every Minitter of Chriſt , 
| they muſt never reſt nor pleaſe themſclies in their labours, 
till they have ſet up Chriſt, and cauſed him to raigne in the 
hearts of their hearcrs. That man is very low, and baſe in 
his undertakings , who ſtrives not to make Chit glori- 
—_ | 
Chriſt being by the Diſciples ſet upon this colt, a great 
multitude ſpread their garments in the way, and others cut | 
downe branches from the trees,and trawed them inthe way. 
Wien Chriſt is by bus CAlimifters exalted, and lifred wp in the prea- 
ching of the Gotþell,many ſoules vaile and bow to him, embrace, 
and reverence him, as their ſpirituall King and Soveraigne, 
proftrating themſelves and all that is theirs under him. The 
multitude did not only ſtraw the with their garments, 


— —— ——  — —C 


David : Bleſſed is he that commeth in the name of the Lord, 
Hoſanna in the higheſt. Hamble and beleeving ſowtes —_— 
8 2 
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Clvift received with great joy. 
; Lord Teſus with very great toy and gladnefſe. 
| Theblefied preſence of Chriſt inthe Goſpell miniſters marter | 
| of very great rejoycing ; here is ſuch a ſwnne of heavenly light | 
: ſhining, ſach a of conſolations flowing, fach a ſtore- | 
| houſe of ſpirituall treaſare ſet open, and ſach dewes of grace, 
| mercy, and peace diſtilling,that every man that hath an eye of 
| wiſcdome to diſcerne Chriſt; 'a/hand of faith to lay hold on 
| Chriſt, and a heart bf love to embrace Chriſts comming in the 
' Goſpell, muſt needs fay with the Plalmiſt, Bleſſed be he that 
| commeths in the name of the Lord, We are bleſſed out of the houſe 


of the Lord. | | 
The.wofds arc an Heclamarion of the people,declaring and 
; ſetting forth the welcome of Chriſt to all belecving ſoules ; 
their 507, and rejoycing, conceived upon the comming of 
| Chriſt among them ; their grata/ation and thanksgiving for 
| Chriſts appropinquation and comming nigh'unto them;their 
vote and cxoptation of all proſperity, bleſſed and happy fuc- 
 ceſſe to Chrilt in his kingdome. . Chrifs comming proves moſt 
| copf to them that lovingly receive and entertaine him, A]l truc 
| beleevers are holy and welwitſhers to the Gofpcll and 
' Kingdomeof- Chriſt Icſus, all manner of bleſſings attend and 
; Wait on the Lord Icſus, 1n the humbleand gracious ufe of his | 
ordinances. True Chriſtians have fuch ience of the be- 
| nefits and bleſſings, mercies and comforts flowing from | 
Chriſt in the miniſtery of his Goſpell, that with great joy | 
and thagksgiving they ery out : Bleſſed « he that commeth 
in the name of the Lord, We have bleſſed you out of the hoſe of 
the Lord, 
F. nthe words we have in the generall two things conſide-. 
ce: | 
I» A Gratwlaticn, witered by the people, Bleſſed be he that 
commeth in the name of the Lord, 
2, A Benedittion pronouncedby the Miniſters of the Lord, 
We have bleſſed you ont of the my of the Lord, | 
lathe jon,there is 1.the Agent, the people,they bleſſ:, 
ey rejoyce, they are thankfull for Chriſts comming, Mar 
hath greateſt cauſe of all, creatures to reiogce in and for the com 
ming of Chriſt Jeſws, 2.there is the AR, Bleſſed, praiſed, cy] 
; &-: - _ OY te » 


—— — 


_ 
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| 


| 


ſoever truly reioycethin Chrift, doth alſo Wiſh well to the cauſe and 


'{ places ; yet he commeth by his Lees and ordinances, a3 a 


ment ; as the King by his Broad nap por; be us the remil- | 
fion of our ſinnes, and juſtification of our foules mot, 4) 


D———_— 


| 
| 


Wages of Chriſt: comming. 
t ified be Chriſt, (bri/? is worthy ro be celebrated with 
all praiſes for his comming to us, 3.there 15 the manner of their | ,, qv. 
gratulation, Bleſſed, expreſſed 1.by way of rhenkggiving and | 
rejoycing, and 2.by way of exopration and wiſhing, Who- 1... 


b] 


kingdome of Chriſt” 4.there is Movenz,or the party comming, ' 4 ovens. 
He,who is the ſonne of God by eternall _generation,and by grace 
of. apeierical wnion, the Prince of the Kings of the carth b 
ity and dominion;He who 1s the head of the Church | 
by ſpirituall Zar«ditien ; He who is the Redeemer of man by | 
ce merit of his obedience and paſſion ; He who is the Con- 
over hcll, death, finne, and Satan by his Reſarre- 
fon ; He who by his office is the Prophet inſtruting us, the | 
King commanding and defending us, and the Prieſt ofering | 
himſcife a ſacrifice for us. He who is the Mediator between | 
God and ns by his i#tercefſton , the fountaine of all mercy, | 
grace and peacc unto us by divine ordination, Bl+ſſed be he, \ 
welcoine be he,in him let our foules rejoyce, his comming | 
let us entertaine with the chiefelt and ſtrength of our rejoy- | 
cing. The Lord Jeſus ought to be the prime and compleat obiett Note. 
of mans joyfuineſſe, 5. Here is his Aſortion, Commeth, Chrift as | <. Motu. 
God is every where, and neither goes nor comes, bur fils all | 


Prince by his Proclamations ; He commeth by his AMinifers, 
asa King by his Embaſſadours ; He commeth by his [zcar- | 
natton,as a brother taking our nature apon him ; He commeth | 
by his gifts and graces commeth 


owed on us, as a friend 
by his lJore-tokens ; He commeth by his Word and Gofpell,as 
the Sun commeth by his 4ghr,cnlightening us,as a King come | 
methby his Scepter binding, bowing, and inclining our hearts 

unto obedience; as a (encrall commeth by his mulitary wee , 
pong, caſting downe the ſtrong holds of tinne within us 3 as 

the Cloud commeth by his dew, watering, refreſhing, and fru- | 
Aifying us ; as the Maſter of a feaſt commeth by his dainries, | 
feeding and feaſting us ; as a Bridegroome commeth by his | 
poice, ſolacing and comforting us; He commeth by his Sarra- | 


rig 
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wayer of Chviſts comming. 


rjghteouſneſſe ; he commeth by _—_— dnt bribe » per die 
y 


upon our ſoules ; as the Sunne 


throne within us ; as a heavenly and Almighty 'Work-man 
| new moulding, new framing, and faſhioning as, all theſe 
| wayes. cones the Lord Iefus to the ſoulcs of his fervants. 
Bled i that perſon that knowes the way aid manner of 
Free aches comming, ® Here is the rerme, 

ence he commeth, from God, 1n the name of the 


for the adminiſtration of his kingdome, and acfom- 
pliſhnent of the worke undertaken by hun, 


| - 


Cuayr. Il. 


rec cing and thanksgiving for Chriſts com- 
ming 1n his Go and fpiritoall kingdonic : Man bleſſcth 

nan.by making prayer and ſupplication for him : God bleſſerh 
man by beſtowing good things upon him, by removing evill 
things from him, and by turning all for good unto him, and 
man blefſeth God and Chriſt by thanksgiving to God and 
Chriſt, well ſpeaking of God and Chriſt, holy and hearty re- 
Joycing m and Chriſt , gracious and unfained wel- 
wiſhing unto the cauſe of God and Chriſt,and thus the people 


and hence we learne, 

That ( rift commng in his Gofell & ſpiritual kingdowe, ought 
to berecesved and enter tained with much giving &rewoycung, 
The ris waa type of Chriſt, David at the comming of the 


ing a ſweet and hcea- | 
venly influence into our hearts ; as a King ſetting up his | 


Lord, by the ordination ind appointment of Go, with an- | 
charity and commiſſion from God; every way tirted _ | 
niſhe 


Puke not inſiſt on all theſe particulars, but onely upon the | 
pe gratulation, and Chriſts authority or commiſſion, 
F ie peoples gratulation, Bleſſed be” he that commeth, cx- 
| Farik,th BY 
effing their 


in this place bleſſe Chriſts comming in the name of the Lord ; | 


= 
E 


' 
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Arkeinto the Tabernacle,* danced with all his might, and all 


the 
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| Chriſt 1 comming ionfully received, 


—— 


-| 7 'withthe ſoundof a Trumpet. Thus ſhould the ſonles 


D 

| 7 |be filled with very great thanksgiving and rejoycing at ah 

n | i ' comming of Chriſt among them, the was CRIT dalſo,: 

© | '7J {andalſogiven in charge long before the comming ot Chriſt 
ot the ficlh, © Retoyee gry, O daughter of Zion , ſhout 0 

rar pry Mears beho thy King comtnmeeth wnto thee, bes! 


fn ſalvation, lowly,and e, and npon 
p< * T5 "= an aſſe. == me, p ag. Kings 


ſhould we rejoyce at C ,the ſpiritual and heavenly Kings 
commin in grace and mercy unto us, the «4 \warh 


wwe cxcecdingly joyfull in the da 
== was ſet up to raigne over much grea- 


ter ſhould be our rej in the vt ond. tor 
his and ſetterh yp his ſpiricuall kingdome 


in the hearts of prople. This joy andrejoycin ſr) 
by the P * in that day, in y of t Copel 


indbeauy of of = porbrnatex tar fr lobe, 
| 2 Chriſts creQting his ſpiritual and heavenly kingdom, 
tha fd Ld} peſt well hnal tothe, 
Lille and magnifie thee, 1 will confefſe and acknow- 
edge thy power to be a rocke that never finketh, thy truth 
8 regs 17 Porte never fllech, thy mercy to bea river whoſc 
water never decaycth, and thy Anger 4 a Sunne that ncver 
ſetteth, aud with i ann tr aw water's ont of the Wells of [al- 
[vavin ; then nw ip the bcke of vey of a lively mo 
ituall and ſweet, "iron 
| Chriſt, - pn bo, inp yer ans 
nefſe, and ont of the dodtrine of the Goſpell, which like a river 
refreſheth and makerh glad the hearts of the T.ords people : 
[This ke and rejoycing is is illuſtrated by a fimilitude taken 
he > Walked in darkweſſe , have ſeenc 4 
pes > ky te in the land of the ſoadoW of death, 
FELT EO EEED 
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is the com» 


wenn roy Joop. unte them, ſo and much more | 


Salomon CO | 


hc bonſe. of 1{rael brought up the Arke with ſhouting, nd b 
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d Ma 14.1. 
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e Iſa.ge2, 


b AA, I 1547, 
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oy Toyfwll receroing of Chrift. © og | 
and the ſhadow of death, all light is but darkneſſe, and all | 


joy but heavineſle; in reſpe& of that light and *joy which 
ariferh from the Ar Chriſt Ieſus ; afid with great 
| joy and gladneſſe hath this comming of Chriſt been celc- 
brated by the Angels : Feave nor (faith the Angell to the Shep- 
heards) f behold 7 bring you good tidings of great joy which | 
ſhall be to all people, for wnto you 14 borne this day in the ("ity 
of David 4 Saviour which is {, briſt the Lord, and ſuddenly there 
was with the Angell a multitude of the heavenly hoaſt praiſin 
| God, and ſaying, Glory to God in the higheſt, and in # fas.) 
peace, good will roWards men. Thus likewiſe the multitude of 
Diſciples beholding and ſeeing Chriſt come, obſerving his 
miracles, and embracing his doftrine, they began to - reiopce 
and praiſe God With a loud voice for all the mighty Works the 
they bad ſeen, Joying y Bleſſed be the King 4 2 commeth in 
| the name of Lord, grace in heaven , and plory to 
the higheſt, The true and faving diſcerning of Chriſts com- 
| ming, and mighty operation in the Goſpcll ever makes the | 
 foule joyfull : It is faid of the Gentiles hearing Saint Paul 
to cite that prophecye of our Saviour, '7 have ſer thee to be a 
light of the Gentiles, that thow ſhouldeſt be for ſalvation to the 
ends of the world, that they Were * glad and glorified the 
| word of the Lord ; they were glad, as a man that fits in dark- / 
| neſſe is glad of a light, as a man that is arreſted is glad of a 
farety to' pay his debt, 
ghd of a Phyſitian to-heale his diſcaſe , as a man that is 
coridemned is glad to heare of his- comming that brings him 
a pardon - ſweet and ſtrong is that ſoules joy and 
| whic 


hath a lively taſte of the comforts and be- | 
| ms ſpringing from the comming of Chriſt in the Goſ-! 
i were not onely glad, but they alſo glorified the 


Aur. Garidear word of God, by underſtaniing it as a word of wiſedome, 
fernftu quonia by beleeving it as a word cf truth, by obeying it as a word 


recipierremme- of power, by loving it as. a word of goodneſſe, and by de- 


rattonemy £48 
deat peaetor. 
} 910%. Gu8 nuvi 


tatur ad venid, 


| henſions is very ative, and ready to glorifie Chriſt by 
£4u4eat ,&c, | and" obedience. Z chew was very induſtrious to ſee Chriſt | 


| Lighting in it as a word of ſurpaſſing and comfortable ſweet 
neſſe ; the ſoule that looks on Chriſt with joyfull go 
t 


| 
| 


| 
very | 


© ma 


F 2" WY 


as a man that is mortally licke is | '} 


k 
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| A's, " Ged revealed in Chriſt, | 9 


—— 


inthe Goſpell with much thanksgiving and rejoycing. Thus 


| In regard of the clrare aid comfortable reve/ation of (God in aliera Aug 
Chriſt. God is truly and favingly knewne, only in and through | $-Grounds 
his ſon,God indeed is obſcurely & darkly known in his*works, | "<r<ot 

as a God of power ; in his providence, as a God of authority, | of God. 


ty,and in his puniſhments and judgements as a God of juſtice; 
but in Chriſt opened prodery.7e the Goſpell,God is known 
with acleare, a comfortable,and faving knowledge,as a father 
of grace and fingular merey and loving kindnes:In|?»dab(larth || pry, 5 
the Pfalmiſt)s- God kyown,&- his name great in 1p ael;in ludah 
in his C , Where his Word and Ordinances arc, where 
CHrift is preached , and the myſtery of mans falvation is 
opened, there God is knowne :r#ly without crrour, per/pi- 
ewoxſly without obſcuritics, and ſavmmgly without uncertain- 
ties ; there he is knowne 2s a King im his Courts, for the 
plery and beauty which he there manifeſteth ; as a' teacher 
in his ſchoole, for the wiſedome and knowledge which 
he there diſpenſcth; as a 4weller in his houſe, for the holy 
orders he there preſcribeth , and gracious rule and domt- 
nion he there er , On in the PR = -= 
vants ; as ver hs wo we in e, for Pt» 
rituall daintics he there maketh, Docden and open ma-» 
nifeſtations of himſelfe , and love and comforts bee there 
miniftreth to his ſpirituall friends and gueſts, and his name 
# great in 1ſraell : His power, wiſcdome, trath, love, and | 
goodnefſe is much magnified , and very glorious in their | 
apprehenſions who know him in Chriſt Jeſus. Mans knows | 
ledge of God , out of the Lord Jeſus 1s nothing clic but 
blindneſſe, nothing but miſerable and uncomfortable 1gne- 
rance ; for »o man {faith Chriſt ) ® kyowes the Father but the | m Mat. 11, 37 
Sonne , and he to whom the Sonne Will reveale bim, Chriſt is' 
the lively image of the Father , and God is knowne mn 
IChrif as 4 father is knowne = ſores face £ The fools 
of | 
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joytull in his entertainment of Chrift , he made haſte, and Gaudiun pieri 
came downe and received him joyfwlly, Queſtionleſſe every fovle 1 ipſe er, | 


{ that truly dehres to know Chriſt, receives Chriſt comming ! 'te eſt _ 


. = - d 
it 15, and thus it mult be, | Ibo CE and 
| 


—_—___ 


| 


| 


1.Revclition | 


wiſedome,& order;in his commor:-mercies,as a God of boun- | ,gom.1. 19.20 


| 


4 


| 


4-4 FAB ann. - om, 


Ab Liberty by Chriſt. - © 
of man is full of helliſh darkn:fc, that is not taught of | 
#2 Cer.q,.6, |Chrilt Jeſus : For as the Apoltle faith, the * ghr of the | 
knowleage of the glory of God 14 given in the face of Teſws| 
' Chrift : The knowledge of the glocy of Gods wiſcdome | 
:1n the myſtery of mans redemption, the knowledge of the 

\glory of Gods power in difolying the works of Satan, the 
knowledge of the glory of Gods juſtice in ſatisfying him- 
| (cife for mans finne by Chriſts ſuftering, the knowicdge of 
| the glory of Gods mercy in forgiving mans tranſgrcihon, 
the knowledge of the-glory-of Gods holinefſe in ſancuifying 
| mans foule, and - the ones of the glory of Gels love 
iewortn ne gan unto himſelte, all this knowledge of the | | 

Slory of God is given in the face of Jeſus Chriſt , itis all 
manifeited and-made knowne in- and through Chriſt, of all | | 
Chriitian (chollers he is the choiſelt that knowes moſt of | ? 
{God in Chriſt, and becauſe this knowledge is;gizen in the | 
[ce of Chriſt, we ſhould receive Chriſt comming my-rhe | 
Goſpell with very great rejoycing ; for as. the light is 
| lweet, and-it is a pleaſant thing to- the eye to lehald the | ? 

0 Prov.6 10, | Sunne : fo this wiſcdome * when ut emreth into the beart, and | 

| thus kne e is pleaſant to the ſonle, in regard of fpiritmal | 
2,Spiriguall li- | liberty and freedome brought to the ſonle of man by the cons» 
berry. | ming of Cariſt in bit Goſpell aud [pirituall kingdome. Chriſt is 
0 Johg8,z2,36, i worker.,and the * Goſpell the inſtrument, of mans free- 


NS. 


dome : Chriſt comming ia the Gofpall brings liberty from 
semorance,' 38 the Sunne brings liberty from darkneſle ; 
Chriſt comming ivta Capervaem, the Evangeliſt faith, the 
p people that ſate-jn darknele ſaw a great light, and to) 
: . |them that fate in the region and ſhadow of death light is. * 
GPs ya By this Chriſt brings liberty. from 44h in! / 
, as 


op | has voice he raiſed ZLawarw, and (ot him free| © 
q loh.z.z5, rom the grave : fo the dead in ſinne 1 heave the voice of the | | 
| Soune of God in the Gobell and five, by this Chrilt brings | 
t $11,479, liberty from Sarev, a3 David by his ſtafe and ftonc over- 
2 Cor 10 4. [threw the great Geliub, and brought liberty to Ifacl : ſo 
Luk.r0, ' doth Chrit by hisGolpelicalt downe the {trong, holds of 
| fnne, and make Satan fall like lightening from. hearen, 
| and frees the fouls of Gods choſen : Hereby 9 
| 200 Brrna 
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Liberty by (ori 
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liberty trom wncleanne fe + As Iordan I RE 66; Kin 5. 
his leprofie , ſo doth Chriſt by his word r ſanflifie and cleanſe ,7 ob. 1 7. 17, 


' the foules of all beleevers ; Hereby Chriſt brings liberty 
| from the Wrath of God, and corſe of the Law, as a furcty 


It 


| paying the debt brings hberty to the principall from the | 


| priten, the arreſt and ſentence of the 


Judge. Chriſt prea- | 


| ched in the Goſpell, is the end of the law for righteoujme ſe | 
c 


to all that belecve in him. As we therefore rezoyce int 


| light which frees us from darknefſe, in the Phyſitian which | 


| trees us from diſcaſes, in the ranſemer which frees us from 


that t 
not hold us : fo ſhonld wee rejoyce in the m5 of 
Chriſt , war, , ſweet, and comfortable free- 
dome to us. The Prophet m_— declared how God had 
given Chriſt for a © Covenant of the people, for a mediator 
| of the people, ro effab/i/3 the earth, the ele living on the 
| earth, ro cavſe 10 inherit the deſolate heritages, to reſtore them 


| 


bondage, in the furcty which frees vs from the Serjeants, | 
doe not arreſt ns, from the priſon that it doth | 


| to that heavenly inheritance, out of which they were caſt | 
| by their finne and Satan ; and to ſay ro the priſoners goe, 
' forth, to looſe them that were bound with the ferters of | 
their corruption, and captivated by Satan, addeth this as a | 
duty of the people, and a frurt of that freedome which 
Chriſt hath brought unto them. Sing O Heaven, and be joy- 
| ful Oh Earth, Bally forth into ſinging O AMountaine , for 
( God hath comforted bis people , and will have mercy wpon his 
fluted. And thus Philip preaching Chriſt in Samaria, and 
the devils departing out of many that were poſſeſſed by 
them, it is faid there was * yrear joy in'that City: ſp- 
rituall freedome from the power of Satan, arid our owne 
corruption miniſters matter of much and very ſweet rejoy- 


cing. 

In mm of that heavenly and bleſſed vittory Which we ob- 
taine by the comming of Chriſt in the Goſpell ; the Pricſts ſoun- 
ding the rammes-hornes, the * wals of Jericho fell, and 
the 1{raclites obtained the viory : Gods Miniſters crying 
aloud, and lifting up their voyces like a trumpet in the 


victory. 


preaching of the Gofpell, the holds of fin arcw caſt downe, 
,——— NOTE = IT and 


5 Ifa. 49.8, 


t Aft.9.7.8. 


3 Heavenly 


u Toth 6.20. 
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13 _ Uidtery by Chr, ; 
and the ſoules of men are made victorious, according to | 
| that of the Apoltle, the awpene of our warfare are not | 
carnall but fpirituall, and mighty. through God to the ca- | 
:S1m.5.4. | ſting downe of ſtrong holds, When the Arke was erected | 
Dagon fell, When Chriſt is creed, exalted, and ſet up. 
among the people in the miniſtery of the Goſpell, then the 
Devill fals his poſſcion, then (inne fals from its do- 
| minion, and then the world fals from the roome and ſway 
| it had in the hearts of the people; the ſouldicr is made yi-! 
| orious by his weapon, the Chriſtian by the Goſpell, the #2 
x Eph.6.17, | Word being the * ſword of the Spirit, that inſtrument by | 
| - | which the Spirit ſhewes his power in making the ſoule | 


of mana glorious conquerour, Why doth the Propher({pea- | * 
| king in the perſon of Chriſt ) lay, the Lord had made his, : 
yiſa.qz.. | moutha? bop ſword, and a, poliſhed ſhaft, but. to (hew the | *? 

encrgy and working of: his. dotrine, in piercing the heart, | © 
in wounding ſinnz, as a ſword and .ſhaft doth the body of | 
the enemy in the day, of battcll : The right uſc of this wea- 
ever gives.man victory over his corruption. What is 
| Rey.6.1. the * white-hor ſe mentioned. by Saint Tobn, bat the Primi- 
tive Church being white and bright for the purity and per» 
fecfion of dofrine and ___ z the Apoltles like a horſe 
ſiftly ranning, propagated the fatth of Chriſt through the 
world, Who is she rider. there ſpoken of, but Chriſt 
| who is exalted, and carried in aricenl triumph by the Mi> | 

[niſtery of his Word ; What 1s his ew, but his Word, the 
Law and Goſpell , with which hee wounds the hearts of | 
| his eleA,that he may heals and coliven them. The hearts of 
| the reprobate to terrific and deltroy them, according to: that | 
\ a Pſal 43-5. of the Plalmiſt, 7 hine * arrowes are harp in. the hearts of. the | 
Kings enemies whereby th: prople fall under thee, And how 
went Chriſt forth conquering and ts conquer ? he went forth | 
conquering , over comming x by.. bis. death-and paſſion, | 
and overcomming death, hell, Satan, and the world, by his | 
| RelurreRion , and hee gozth forth. to conquer, . converting | 
his choſen, and convincing his cacmics, by the preaching 
| of the Goſpell, and ia this victory there is-mitter of great 


| joy : It is greater jgy to a Chriltian to ſee the Devilland 


; his, 4 


—_ 
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Peace by Chrift. 
his owne luſt overcome, and caſt 6 downe, then to 17 el, to 


ſee Pharach and the Egyptioms Iye drowned before them | 


umphant manner to fay, he Lord hath triumphed gloriouſly, 
the horſe and the rider hath. he throwne doawne togethzr : He 
cannot but rejoyce in Chrifts comming that partakes of the 
victory comming by him, 


ro the ſoule : Chriſts comming to the 


returne, and —_— of ſpirituall and. heavenly com- 
forts. Here Chrilt as a bright and ſiining Smne, diipels the i 
clouds of ſorrow from the ſoule. Here Chriſt ,as a, valiant | 
Captaine, removes. the ſiege, . which the infernall Princes | 


Amoritiſt. Princes from the Gibeonites : Here Chrilt, as a | 
Phyſitian. heales the wounded conſciences, and binds up! 


| the broken hearts of his children ,. as he ſometime healed | 
| the diſeaſed woman whom no. Phyſitian could cure: Here | 


Chriſt as an abſolute Commander appcaſcth the inward 
ſtormy troubles of the heart, as by his voice he appcaſed 
the ſtormy tempeſt and gave. a calm= to his Dile les 
Here Chriſt as a King of mercics aſſures the ſoules of men | 
of the pardon of their ſinnes, and gives them the ſence of | 
his love, and fo fils them with ſweet and bleſſed peace ; | 


ning With  bealing in h4 wings ; in the wings of his ordi- 

nanzzs without, and in the wings of his grace. within, | 
and it was prophecyecd of him that hz ſhould © preach good 
tidings to the mreke, bind vi the broken-hzearted, proclaim2 
liberty to the captive, and open the priſon to them that 


are bound to comfort all that mourne, and God hath cre- 
ated the fruit of the lips to be 4 peace, to be the inſtrament 
peace , and the Goſpel! is called the Goſp:ll of peace, 


abatemeat, and removall of Gods wrath, of the ſpeedy de- 


parture of the deluge of preſent forrowes , and the, happy | 


: 


for the Author of it, the God of peace, for the SubjeR of 


It, / 


| 


| 
, 


in the waters ; this = them occaſion in a holy and tri- 


In regard of the /pirituall and heavenly. peace. hence ariſing 4\crventy 

"4 es of men in. the | * 
Goſpell, 1s like the comming of the Dove to Noah, with | 
an Olive branch in her mouth, certifying the ſoule of the | 


CaC®?, 


lay, again(t the ſoules of his ſervants, as 7o/2nah drove: the | 191.1946. . 


Mar. 3,46. 


therefore Chriſt is ſtiled a Swe of. * Rightcoaſreſſ Appea- | b Mil.4ca. 


6 Ifa.61.1. 


& I(a.57.19. 
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Communio.1 
with G 34, 


ce Pſal.96.2, 


f Bph. 2.13. 
Chriſt us oculus 


adPa- 
trem, i» /+ dex- 
Ina, ft 
Des ſacrificium 
uo/trum offera- 


wur, quo ni 


nobis,nec {i 
| quicquam cum 


by Chriſt, 
ladder, by him G 


noſter,ut per il-. 
lum videamus | : 
patremipſe vox4 1 
noſe yer quan | ſcholl 
| the maſter of the houſe. Now 'they are mude ! nigh 


intercedere, Bec. 


Communion With God by Chrift. 


| ir, Chriſt. the Prince of peace, for the parties receiving it, 


the children of peace, and for the fruit of it, ſpiritual and 
heavenly grace, 

In regard of that lefſed , and ſoule.refrehing Comp 
munion Which wee attaine with Go4 through { brif® com. 
mirig in the Goſpel, Joſephs brethren were brought nigh to 
the King of 
Ch ched in the Gofpell, is like [atobs 
deſcendeth unto us, and throngh him 
we aſcend urito God, the Arke 'was an aflurance of Gods 
preſence among the , and God dwelled there : Where 
Chriſt is cd 1m the Goſpell, there God 1s in mercy 
preſent with his people, there is the Lords dwelling, mn 
© Salem ys hit T abernacle,and his d\velling place in Zion ; In the 

I men_are regenerare, and made” the children of God, 
men are humbled, and made loyalF Subjeas to God , men 
are endowed wirh faith ht into Gods Covenant, and 
made the Friends of God : Men arc ſeparated from the 
world, and gathered home to God, and made the ſheep of 
his paſture o that now they have communion with him, 

ildren with a father, as favonrites with a King, ' as 
ers with a teacher , as the members of a honſe with 


thravugh Chriſt.; nigh in knowledge, nigh in faith, nigh 
in love, nigh in likenze, nigh in conformity and obcdt- 
ence, nigh 1n the participations of ſpiritnall comforts, and 
in the en of iis light of Gods conntenance, very 

leafant and comfortable 1s 2 gracious 
with God in the Goſpecll ; 


foules communion 

briſt is thoſt worthy of all 

} acceptation for that communion which wehave with God 
through him. 


Egypt by Ioſeph : Man is brought nigh to God 


| 


— 
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IMan miſerable 16 Whom" Chrift it wmowelcome. . wa” 54 
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CHAP, 2. 
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| His diſcovers their fnne, their narſerable and wretched Such very wile- | 

condition, who are not thankfull fer, whorejoyce not <4 | 

in thecommng of Chriſt in his Gaſpell, and in the king= c1come, | 

dome of his grace among them ; There were children of | 

Belial that (:1d of Sal when be was {et up Kwg over 11+ | 
'racl, How ſpat thu man [ve ”, they deſpiſe buns, 4114 brou7hs &1 5im. 40, 29. 
| hins no preſent. There are many Children of Belial jn the world, | 
that ſay of Chriſt comming in-the Goſpelil, commiog, in 
' his word to reigne and rule over them, how fhall Chriſt | 
fave us by this preaching of the Goſpel} ,-the preaching 

(of Chriſt, ſeemes tooliſhnefſe unto them , a' darke docrine | * £<r. 1. 

| wherein is no light, no wiſedome, no excellency of lear- | 

ning, an empty dottrine wherein is no fulnefſe, no worth, | 

'a very babling , a weake doctrine wherein is no power : 

[The falſe Apoſtles fait of Pavi, bu bodily preſence wu weake, b x Cor.;0.10. 
and his ffeech comtenaptible, Many falſe arnd- counterfeit Chris | 
| ſtians ſay of Chrilt m the cloſet of their 0wne hearts, | 
| Chriſts preſerce in the Goſpel is weake;,) and his ſpeech 
in the Goſpell is contemptible, and. thus they delpile Chrilt 
in his RE +5 07pm Ws a in his 
members, ring him no- preſent , preſent not 
| themſelves in Chrifts ſchoole as {thollers to learne- Chrilt, | 
they preſent not. themielvces..mz Chrilts houſe , as children | 

'to fred on thoſe dainties which Chriſt hath there prepa- 

red for thern, they preſent not themſelves in Cheifts Courts, | 
| as SubjeQs to receive his Lawes and doe his will, they pros | 

| ent not their ſoules and badies as 4 /rving, holy, amd accep- 
table ſacrifice aro Cheift : But as the menof the old world 
faid m the Atheiſme of their hearts unto God,ſo lay theſe 

in the ignorance, infidelitic , pride, and prophaneneſ of! . 
their-ſoules -tuinto© Chriſt, i Depars from ws we care not for *195.21.14.r5, 
the hnowledys of thy wayes, What'is Chriſt, that we ſhould | 


unto 


ſerve him ? and what profit ſhall we have if we pray 


LI 


þMait.a 2, 


ſ Luk.n9g.14. 


(viſt nnwelcome to carnal men. 
' unto him ? if we attend him preached in the Goſpcll, ſurely 
Chriſt preached in the Goſpell is very ſtrangely and ſhame- | 
fully undervalued by many people «© In ſtead of rejoycing, | 
they grieve at the preaching of Chriſt among them ; as 
' Herod, and all the men of Icrufalem were * rronbled to, 
heare of Chriſts being borne King of the Jewes , and of 
the appearing of a ſtarre, declaring the comming of Chriſt, | 
' the true light of the world ; the cleare and full opening. 
of Chriſt , and the ſetting up of Chriſt to reigne and rule | 
 oyer the hearts and wayes of men, is very troubleſome 
to many people , like thoſe evill citizens m the parable, 
| they will not have this man Chrift to raigne over them , they | 
will not have-him reigne over their underſtandings, as a | 
| light guiding them, over their wils, as a Prince comman> | 
| Fj them,over-thcir afteions, asa Lord,and Matter ruling, | 


' and ordering them, over their luſts, as a thylitian lancing, | 
' ptrging, mortifying, and taking them off, Many men de- | 
| - A talke much of Chriſts ſalvation, but they have ne | 
; to heare of his kingdome, it is acceptable to 
them'to be ſaved by Chriſt, but very troubleſome to ſerve | 
Chriſt : But what a ſhame, what an abomination, | 
| what foule hypocriſic 1s this , that wee ſhould profefle | 
Chriſt, and yet deny him in his Goſpell, in his Kingdome? | 
'Is 'it not a ſhame for a wifc to profeſic ſuch a man to be 
| her husband; and yer” deny- him her preſence, her hand, 
| her heare, CI IIS mu_ with a Ranger, | love | 
a ranger; dclight A T, bring orth children | 
to a ſtranger, 'what is Wis hut ſhamefull diſloyalty , and 
odions adultery ? What a ſhame for a man to profeſſe ſuch | 
a'man to be his Maſter, and yet deny him all ſcryice, and 
ſhut the doores of the houſe againſt him ? and what a 
ſhame is it for ns to profeſſe Chriſt to be ow husband , | 
| our Maſter, and yet deny thim our ſervice, breaking bis 
bands, end caſting away his cords from 1, (hutting the doores | 
| of our hearts againſt him, denying him our preſence in | 
his houſe, denying him our heart to love him, oar atfeRi- | 
ons to rejoyce in him, our hand to worke for him, deny- | 
ing him our ſoules and bodics to be a holy Temple for him | 
| _ 


—_ _— 


——  ——c 


4 "__ , FR Ln "hens! " 


| 
[ 
| 
[ 
. 


love not me, you r<joyce not, you delight not in- me. 


_ 


TT — 


| ro dwell in, bringing forth all our fruit tothe ficſh, and to the | 
world,and none to Chriſt, what diſloyalty ? what hypocrilic > 
what ſpiritual adultery is this ? certainly ſuch mea like the | 
Angell ot the Church of Sards, though he had ® « nawe rhat 


he lived yet he Was dead : fo theie though they have the 


name of Chriſtians, yet they are none of Chriſts ; This is 
an cvill of which Chriſt is very ſenſible, whereof he much 
complaines : If (faith he) 4 man come wnto you in his owne 
name, bring a corrupt and carnall doctrine, ſeeke himſelte, 
cxalt, and magnific himſclfe, &im ye will receive, his perſon 
you will reverence, his doQrine you will receive, his fay- | 
ings you will belceve, to his diRtates you will vaile and | 
ſtoop, ; but faith Chriſt, / am come in my Father! name and | 
ye receive me net, I am come from God, i have my calling | 
and commiſſion from God, 1 bring no hutnanc, but a heas | 
renly docrine, 1 fecke not mine owne, but my Fathers 


glory, 4d ye receive me not, ye regard not my perſon, 
beleeve not my doctrine, ye obcy not my precepts , " 


Generally men are more addied to, and delighted in cor- 
rupt and carnall inventions, then in the fſpirituall and hea- 
yenly doqrine of Chriſt, and his Goſpell. Chriſts come 
ming in the power and brightneſſe of his Goſpell is- very 
unwelcome to many people ; as the comming of the King 
to aRebell, the comming of an officer to a theefe, or the 
comming of the husband to his wife that playcs the harlot ; 
and what is this ? but the ſhame of all ſhames, and diſho- 
nour of all diſhonours, to a Chriſtian to deny his Chriſt, 
to refuſe his Chriſt, not to rejoyce and delight in his Chrift 
comming to him in the glad tydings of his Goſpell. We | 
all conclude it a foule di to a ſubjeR, a ſervant, a | 
wife, to deny their King, their Maſtcr, their Husband,not | 
to rejoyce in their comming, in their preſence, but to (hat | 
the doores of their houſes againſt them, to deny them bn- 
trance and entertainment : And is not a foulc ſtaine fo to, 
deale with Chriſt, ſo to exclude Chriſt comming to us by 
his Word and Miniſters, 


a 


If you aske me whence it is that Chriſt is fo unwel- 
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comneſle, 


0 Ioh.g.5. 


Cypr. 
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$,Grounds of 
C br fits unwel 


p Plal.v7 2, 


q Pſal.6;.2. 
Deliforum me» 
ritum eſt ut qui 
ire mnd:gni , TIO 
vitam aure 6c» |Sunne, no more doc theſe in the comming of Chriſt in the 
los bab:anr, nes \Goſpell, becauſe they doe not there diſcerne him, | 


ramen viſeant- 


2.Exrthly mig» 


_- 
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1. Ignorance, | 
Na COrg 3,4 | 


_ {fr Ames 6,13, 


conurrone 
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© Groundr of Chriſts unwelcome ſe. 


come, that many. of us arc fo farre from rejoycing in his 
comming? ' 

] anſwer,there are theſe 5.grounds of this : 

Ignorance, Men doe-not know Chriſt, they doe not diſ- 
cerne Chriſt in the Goſpell, Chriſt in the Goſpell is " hid- 
den from them, as the light is hidden from the blind, the 
Cod of this world hath blinded their, eyes that the light of 
the Goſpell of the glory of Chriſt may not ſhine into them; 
they doe not diſcerne Chriſt in his Goſpell Aiming like the 
Sunne for the excellency of his knowledge there appea- 
ring , they doc not diſcerne Chriſt there rrinumphing like a 
in the ſubjugation of Satan, and their corrup- 
tions ;z they doc not diſcerne Chriſt there as a Prince of 
peace, ſweetly and ny raling in their hearts, by the 
Scepter of his Word ; they doe not diſcerne Chriſt there 
as a Phyſitian healing their ſinfull maladics, as the impo- 
tent diſcerned the ® Angell moving in the poole of Berbeſ- 
da, and healing thcir bodily infirquties ;-they: ſee net theſe 
p beauties of Chriſt, which David deſired to fee in the Tem- 


ple of the-Lord : they ſec not that 4 power and g/ory of Chriſt 
m the Goſpell, which the Pfalmiſt faw in the SanRuary | 
/and-therefore as a blind man rejoyceth not in the appea- 
rance and comming of the Sunne, becauſe he ſces not the 


2 Earthly mindeane ſe. Their hearts arc glucd to the world, 
this is the Maſter: whom they ſ:rve, this is the rocke on | 
which they build, this is the wit or harlot rather whom | 

marry , this is je& of their joy , they-rejoyce | 
wy creature, in a "thing of nought, faith the Prophet, and | 
therefore hazing another Maſter whom-they fſprve , they 
cannot receive and rejoyce m Chriſts Lawes, having ano- 
ther rocke on which they build , they cannot belecye and 
delight in Chrifts promiſes, | having another husband to 
whom they are wedded, cannot embrace and rejoyce 
in Chrift, as the Bride rejayccth in the Bridegroome, when 
the people rejoycedin i Rezin Remalials ſon, they refuſed the 
waters of Shiloah, When' man rejoyceth- in. the creature 'he | 


re- 
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| Unſenſbleneſ of (rift, 


A bes 


refuſeth Chriſt, his ſoule takes no plezſure in-Chrift, 


Chriſt within them, the Apoſtle faith they are * pa#? feeling, 
they are paſt the feeling of their finne , as a dead body is 
paſt the feeling of the diſcafe, they are paſt the feeling of 
the ſhame of fin, as a common harlot hath caſt o t all mo- 


| 
3. Unſenſibleneſſe of Chriſt ; rey have no feeling of | 
| 


deſty, is even degenerated from her ſexe, and takes noſhame 
of her whoredomes, they have no feeling of the iwdgements 
of God denounced againſt them , they hes in the midſt 
of theſe, as /onah did im the ſtorme , they take no notice! 
of them, they have no feeling of the workings, birings, and | 
convullions cf an accufing and condemning conſcience ; 
their conſciences are like a maſtive fallen aſleep after long 
and' much barking ; likeQflcſh ſcared with a hor yron ; their 
ſence and feeling -is gone» they are alienated from the 
like of God, dead and have no feeling of the life of Chriſt, 


| feeling of the wiſedewie and knowledge which commeth 


| unſayoury to them as the Manna to the | aclites ; as ſome- 


Chrilt- doth not live in them ; they are blind, and have no 


from Chriſt, as-a blind man hath no feeling of the light 
which commeth from the Sunne ; they are deafe and have 
no feeling of the ſweet and comfortable voice of Chriſt in 
the voued, any more then a deafe man feeles the ſweet 
ſound of a mulicall inſtrument ; their pallates are diſtem» 


pom cannot talte the ſweetneſſe of Chriſt, they 
loath him as the full Romacke the -combe ; he is 


times the pottage were to, the Prophets children, he ſeems 
to them a pot of death, the very ſavor of death wnto death ; 
they fecle not the neceſſity of Chriſt , as of a quickner to 
enliven them, as of a guide to dire& them, as of a ſurety 
to pay their debt for them, as of a ranſomer to free them 
out of priſon, as of a fountaine to repleniſh and fill them, 
and being thus unſenſible of Chriſt, they car;not r:joyce in 
the comming of Chriſt ; the Ifraclites rejoyced not in 
Moſes comming to them, but refuſed him before they felt 
the cruelty of the taske-maſters which Pharaob ſet over 
them, and the weight of the burthens which he laid upon 


them. Hee that is void of the ſence of his owne corrup- | 
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i tion, rejoyceth not in Chriſts comming. 
|| 4.Conrraricty | 4. C omrariety io Chriſt, there is no likenefſe, no-Autable- | 
| to Chr:(t, nefſe, no anſwerableneſſe between them and Chrifh, they 
are 'as contrary as life and death, light and darkneft? , 'the | 
"Arke 2nd Dagon, the houſe of Davizand the houſe of Suwl, | 
v2 Tim. 2.25. they are * comrary-minded ; they are contrary to Chrilt in. 
their indgements, wile intheir owne eyes, reputing- light | 
darknefle and 'darkenefle light; contrary 'in theic Wis, 
Chriſt wils his Fathers glory ,: and teacherh his Diſerples 
'tapray that his Fathers will may be done, they will theme 
ſelves, and their owne'cnds, they looke not beyond them-| 
fcyes in any thingy they make their owne will their rule 
and guide; contrary in their actions, they hate holineſſe | 
which Chriſt loyeth, and lore- prophanenefle which Chritt | 
abharreth;contrary. in tbcir /or:ery and fellowſhip, All Chrifts 
delight u9in them that excel in vertue, they delibhe themſelves 
in the frowardneſſe of the froward; conraryin their narres,. 
Chriſt is. holy. and: without all ſmne, they are totally fin- | 
full, and: void-of all bolineſſe ; they are contraty to Chriſt | 
in his Offices, they oppoſe him, as a Prophet they will not | 
receive his inſtruction, as 2 King they will not obey him, | 
252 Prieſt they will net be Gn@ificd by him, their whole 
man is wholly {ct in oppoltion againſt whole Chriſt, there | 
' is4' marvellous diſtance and whkencfſe/ between thiem/and 
| Chriſt, they are altogether uncapable of hum, ManTah never | 
' xejoyce in Ghrilts comming untill God doth put ſoine new | 
| and gracious principle into him; Man never delights to 
| doe te will of God untill God hath written his Law im 
the cheart of man ,. Chriſts/ comming is ever more or leſſe 
j -unto man, as man hath morc or lefſe- of Chriſte | 
withinhim, | 
gs. infidclicy, The Ifraclites beleeved not the word of God, 
and therefore deſpiſed the pl-afant land, that rich and plen- ' 
tifull land which God had promited them : He that doth: | 
not belceve in Chrift fers a low price upon him , and re-| 
yoyecth liztle or nothing im the teſtimony of Chriſts pre- | 
fence : The Diſciples which belcered not aright, were of- | 
Ltkended, and went backe from Chrift , they tooke no plea-, 
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and as it excludes man from all communion with Chriſt, 
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| . Effetls of mnbeleefe. ; 


| furc in Chriſt and his doArine : He that doth not by the | 
eye of faith diſcerne. Chriſt, and by the hand of faith fins | 
| gle and take out Chriſt unto hinelfe,as his light and coun- 
| {ellor to guide him, ,as his Rocke to ſuſtaine him, as his 
Prince, to be commanded by him, as his pearle, looking for 
' no other treaſure, and as the lughand to whom he marries 
his: foule,..and on whom he places alt his love ; Hee that 
doth not thus. beleeve canner. rejoyce in Chrilt, Chriſt is 
none of his ; therefore he cannot rejoyce in him no more | 
then the poore can rejoyce in arich mans treafire,to which | 
himſelfe hath no title, or a woman in a man that isa ſtranger | 
| toher, in whom ſhe hath no matrimonial intereſt, towards | 
| whom ſhe hath no matrimoniall lore, Unbeliete 64iwds the | 
| pnderitanding, that! it diſccrnes not the brauty, worth and 
; excellency of Chriſt it, hardens the heart, and makes it wn- | 
 ſenlible of Chriſt, as the rocke is of the dew; it furs up. 
| the fonle, and makes'it uncapable of Chriit ; as the cyc that | 
' is ſhut, is uncapable of the l;ght, untill it is opencd againe ; | 
it alienares the mind of man from Chriſt, and caufeth hjar | 
to depart from Chriſt to the ercature ; as the men of Shes | 
' chem did from the vine to the bramble, from the ſonnes of | 
' Terwbbaal to Abimelech: \ hrough unbclicte Chrilt js to the 
foule as a Sunnce under an Eclipſe, whom u fees not , as 2 
ſealed well of which it drinks not ;:unpclecte (huts out the 
 foule from /Chrift, and all his bevehts, os Adam was kept 
' out ofthe garden, and from rhe: tree of life, it makes Chriſt 
a\{tranger. to his ſoulc, and his foule a ſtranger unto Chriſt ; 


ſo it deprives him of all joy in Chriſt , He that beleeves 

rot in:Chrift,'and in the benefits lowing from him , can 
never refoyce in-him, becauſe the foulc « filed with all oy 
 wbeleeving. 
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ſhould excite and Move us all to worke our hearts 

fo ai and t wil receiving and emterta;nment 0 
Chriſt comming in the Miniſtery of the Goſpel, the wite men 
wreozced with an t joy at the appearing of the 
5 tarre which pointed out the birth of Chriſt : Chriſt ap- 
peareth in the Goſpell, as aheavenly Starre, miniſtring cc- 
leſtiall and comfortable light to them thar (it in darkneſle ; 
his appearance miniſtring matter of choiſeſt rejoycing, 
Joubtlefſe he is no wiſe man, a man farre from true and 
faving wiſedome, that doth not rejoyce to ſee Chriſt ſhi- 
ning m the Goſpecll ; the men of Zerb/ſbemeſs were rea- 
ping their wheat harveſt in the valley, and they lifted up 
their cycs , and * /aW the Arke, and rejoyced to ſee it, and. 
oe eh De ur > Aryyo, _ —_ 
gs , ſacrificed ſacrifices the ſame 

unto the Lor The wok that lifteth up his eyes, his 
heart, his thoughts, his defires from the world , and ſees 
Chrift in the Goſpell, cannot but rejoyce to behold him. 
Men ſhould with great alacrity and readincef{: breake off 
their bodily Jabours to entertaine the Lord Icſus, and off:r 
to God the {acrifice of praiſe and thanksgiving on that day, 
when Chriſt comes among them in his Golvell, joytull 
attendance upon Chriſt in the Goſpell ſhould have ptche- 
minence above muy nn_y undertaking : When Jehoiada 
the Prieſt brought png and gut 
the Crowne upon him, all the people of the land Y rejoyeed 
and blew With trumpett, When the Miniſter of the _ 


Ht. 


doth bring forth Chriſk in the Con egation, reveale and 
ſhew forth Chriſt the Sonne of God , in the miniſtery of”; 
| the Goſpell, and doth ſet the * cyowne (according to Solo- | 
| non phraſe) upon-Chriſts head, by declaring Chriſts Sove- | 

rignty, and cauſing the people to ſubmit to Chriſts law and | 
government, all the Congregation ſhould rejoyce and _ | 


WY 
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C omming of Cl brift comſuyieth, 


the trumpet of ſpirituall joy and gladneſſc f Azracious ſoule | 
drawes matter of choiſe and ſweet rejoycing from Chriſts 


| i [On in the Goſpell. 
= 


This zoyfull and thankfull entertainment of Chriſt —_ 
'ming in the Goſpell, was ſhadowed by the feaſt of folem- 


nity, called * bloWing of Trumpets, fignitying the ſpirituall ; *-*Y 31-1492 5 | 
| joy and gladnefſe occaſioned and raiſed in the hearts of men | | 
þ Chriſts comming in the fleſh, and in the preaching of | 

t 


e Goſpell, the Lord J cſus being the gladſome body and 
ſubſtance of all the Leviticall and Ceremonial joyous te- 


(ſtivals : this was alſo foretold and often p hecyed, How | 

t of him that 
peace, and bringeth good | 
ridings of good, that publiſheth ſalvation , that faith unto | 


» beautifull (faith the Prophet Fla) are the 
| bringeth good tidings that publiſher 


| Sion thy God raigneth ; which Prophecye the Apolile re- 
ferres tothe preaching-of the Goſpell ; the feet carry the 
body in metion- and goin <1” aw carry Cluiſt 1n the | 
caching of the Goſpell ; the feet lift and beare up the | 
y, the Miniſters life » Choe carry Chriſt aloft, and | 

| make him conſpicuous in the cycs of the people, by their | 
| holy and wholſome doAtrine 3 the feet of him that brings | 
tidings of a pardon to a condemned perſon, tidings of re- | 
demption to a Sn—_ tidings of ſupply to him. that is 
in want, are very ifoll in the eycs of ſuch people ; the 
feet of Gods: Miniſters bringing tidings of forgivencſle, ti- 
dings ef-deliverance, tidings of all fulneſſe, in and by Chriſt 
|Jelus, are- very beautifall in their eyes who know and 
= = _—_ of ay; = mo "_ rm 
* breake forth inte toy (faith the toget e 
waſte places of Jeruſalem, for the fo hath comforted Fil 
ple, he hath redeemed Jeruſalem, The comming of the 
unne comforteth him that (its in darkiefſe ; the comming 
of the Phyſitian comforts him that is with ſick- 
ine the comming of the ranſomer him that is 


in bondage, the comming of Chriſt in the Goſpell , like 
the comming of the light 
eee 

th 


pr comforts men with knowledge, | 
comforts men w 


P ith healing in his wings, 
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1 Manner of 
entertaining 


Chriſt, 
t.Spincually, 


; of a _ranſomer gives the comfort of ſpiricnall freedome ; | Þ 
twcet, and blcficd, arid full of refrc{hing is the zoy arifing | ® 
from Chriſt, his comming in the Goſpell : This makes the | © 
d wilderneſſe lihe Eden, and the deſert like the garden of the 
: Lord, his tils the defolate, fad, and forrowtull foule of 
| Tnan, full of joy and g/adneſſe, rhankegiving, wid rbe voice of 
| melody , and to this yoyfull entertainment of Chriits com- 
| ming in his fpirituall kngdome , Ler as all provoke: our 
hearts, and frame, and diſpoſe our fonles, as the cyc is dif- 
poſed to a joyfull entertainment of the light, the care ro Þ! 
| a joyfull cntertainment of mulicke, andthe dride toa joyfull | 
entertainment of the bridegroome. | 
And that we may give Chriſt comming in the Goſpell, 
a Chriſtian and web-pleafing entertainment, there arc three 
things in the generall obſervable. 1. Modws, the manner how 
we uſt cntertaine him. 2.Afedhion, the meancs which we 
[muſt uſe ro entertaine ham. en a——— 
'perſwading thas to enterraine Chriſt, 
| 0. The manner how Chriſt auift be entertained and re- 
== oor thus Chriſt muſt bee cntertained , recei- 
| 1. Spiritual,” The entertainment of the King is ſutable | 
to the condition, quality , and nature of the King z carthly 
| entertainment is given to carthly Kings 2- Chriſt is a ſpi- | 
rituall and heavenly King, his kingdome is nor of thus world, 
and therefore he muſt not be carmilly but ſpiritually enter» | 
tained ; the ©Tabernac/e into which the Arke was received 
had in it the 'two Tables of the Law, it was overlaid 
within with pure gold, and the Arke had a crowne. 
of -"ubout it: Hee that will entertaine Chriſt 


maſt haye the Law of God written in bu heart, his foule | 
withit, -4nd his life without muſt be overlaid with the 
ifts and graces of the Spirit, more pure and precious then 
the gold which periſherh ; holincfle and rightcouſncfſe mult 
crowne the {oules of fach perſons as will entertaine Chriſt 
Jeſus ; flimy, Nartiſh, and fileby houſes are fiter to enters 
raine ſwine then Princes wp hdres envaectng eo 
arc cr 


to entertaine Satan, | 
the 


a : 


|fied, and ungracious 


iſt. 
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| the prinec of darkneſſe, then to entertaine Chriſt the king 
' of Rightcouſnefſe. The Kings daughter, the Spouſe of 
| Chriſt, the Type of all that truly cntertaine Chriſt, was 
| f al-gloriows within, Lcavenly graces are the peculiar glory 
| of Gods ſervants, making their ſoules a fit receptacle for 


| the Lord Icfus : As men therefore to receive and entertaine | 
lane rthly King, cleanſe their houſes, perfume and garnith | 


| all their roomes , and prepare ſuch delicacics as the King | 
delights in : Thus wee, to entertaine and reccive Chrilt | 
| the cavenly King, muſt cleanſe our ſoules of all (in, we 


muſt pur all iniquity farre from us, as a ſpot from our fa | 


ces, 4 diſcaſe from our fleſh, and a theefe from our houle; 


we muſt garniſh all the roomes of the houſe of our ſoules, 
with fpirituall orcaments, our underſtandings with fpiri- 
| tuall knowledge, our wils with gracious liberty and 

| dome to embrace and chuſe Chriſt, our imaginations with 
| holy thoughts and miedetations upon Chriſt, our affeRions 
| with filiall fzare to offend Chriſt , with lively faith to be- 
| leeve in Chriſt, with pure and fervent love to Chriſt, with ' 
; heavenly joy and delight in Chriſt : He that 15 moſt holy | 
| and gracious is moſt capable of Chriſt Ieſus ; the foule 
| which abides under the, ſway and power of prophaneneſle 
cannot reccive the Lord Icfus, the ſwaying preſcnce of 
nngodlinefſe, nullifies the gracious preſence of Chriſt Ictus. 
No man receiveth Chriſt with trne and ſollid comfort in the 


— —_ 


and ſantification, 

2. Speedily, The ſervant ſpeedily opens the doore of the | 
houſe'when the Maſter knocks, and readily entertaines him. | 
Chriſt-is the great Lord and Maſter of the houſe of mans 
ſoule, at the doore whereof he knocks by the miniſtery of 
the Goſpell, and man muſt ſpeedily open to Chrilt fo 
knocking , Beheld (faith Chriſt) 1 fand at the » doore and 
knocks : the heart of unregencrate man is a doore (hut, a 
hard, a ſtony doore : God and Chriſt are ſhut out, to this} 
doore Chriſt knocks by the preaching of rhe Law, threats 
ning deltru&ion to him that will net open ; by the prea- 
ching of the Goſpell, promiſing pardon to all that ſpecdily 

E and 


O— 


| 
#Pſal 45 13. 


Goſpell, but only he whoſe ſoule is endowed with - purity ner 


Mar. 4.3, 
2.Spee. ly, 


& Luk, 19,404 to be 
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Speedy enternalnment of Chriſt weed 
and ſincerely open ; by the rod of affiition and terrour of | 
conſcience on all that doe delay to open 3 by the inward 
motion and powerfull operation of h1s Spirit on Gods cho- | 
ſen ; repairing and diſpoſing their hearts to open to him ; 
If any man ((rth Chrilt) heave my voice, ſpeedily without | 
| delay, unfainedly, without hypocriſie, humbly without ifs | 
 daine, belecvingly, without unbelecte, joytully, without re- 
| pining, and | ,o- without rebellion : It any man thas 
| heare my voice, wntos me, by underſtanding me 
| and my will, by belcey. ng me and my promiſes, by loving 
| 


me and my teſtimonies, by embracing me and my benefits, 
by dedicating himſelfe to me, and my ſervice. 7 will come 
4nto him, T will make his ſoule my temple and holy habi- | 
tation, 1 will entcr into a neare and ſweet communion ; 
with him, and 1 wil ſwp With him, I will accept and! | 
delight in his knowledge, faith , repentance, and | | 
new obedience ; and be ſaalt ſup with me, I will commur | 
nicate unto him juſtification, ſanRification, peace, the joy | f 
of the Holy-Ghoſt , the heavenly treaſure of all ſaving | 3 
grace ; their bliſe and happineſſe 1s very great and comfor- | 
table, who give a full and ſpecdy entertainment to Chri&t 
comming in the Gofpell : It is int of Chriſtian and 
| choileſt wiſedome ( according to "the charge of the Pro- 
| phet) to iſeeks the Lord while he may be found, and to call 
upon him while be is neare at hand : The Sunne of hea-. 
light which now ſhineth may ſet, and we be left in | 
darkneſſe ; the Well of falyation now opened may be ſea- | 
led up, and we periſh with want of fpirituall water to re- 
| freſh us ; the gate of mercy now opened to us nny be 
(hut againſt us, Chriſt may withdraw himſclfe, and refuſe 
of us; the things belonging to or * prace may be 
hidden from w« : It is juſt with Chriſt ro withdraw himſalfe | 
from them that delay to receive him, Chriſt will be to 
them"as a deafe man that heares not, in the day of their 
| trouble and afilitions, who are deafe to Chriſt , and will 
not heare him in his Goſpell, in the day of his mercifull 
iſitation : O therefore | 5 day, if ye will heare his voice, 
berdennot your hearts, » zew is the accepted time, 


now 


; 
l 
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and come downe , every man from all high thoughts of 


My ſonne 1 give me thy heart, not thy head barely to know q Prov. 23.16, 


| Cordiall entert ainment of Clift perſwaded, | #7 
now is the day of ſalvation. Now while Chriſt is prenehed | 

in the Goſpell, ſalvation, pardonall mercy is offered , now | 

if ever isthe time toaccept it ; therefore as Zacthews *® made n Luk. 19.6, 
haſte, and came downe from the Sycamine tree, and ye» 

ceived (lwiſt into'his Houſe joytully : So let us make haſte 


our owne worth, and joyfully receive Chritt into the huuſc 
of our hcart, When Chriſt appeared unto Abraham in the 
plaine of Mamre in the forme of an Angell, and twoother 


Angels with him ; it is faid that Abraham © ranne to meet oGen.18.1,1,6 
them from the tent doore, and haſted to his tent to | 


tainment. Thus when Chriſt appeares in the Gofpcll, and ! 


| 


make proviſion for them, he uſed all ſpeed in their enters | | 


comes to us by his Miniſters, we ſhould run from our tent. 
doores, from our ſelves by Chriſttan denyall, fiom the ; 
world by defertion, from our finnes by mortification, Thns | 
we ſhodld run to meet © hriſt comming jn the Gofpell,and | 
haſten every man into his tent, into his heart, and there | 
make all ſiricuall provitien to entertaine him : The uſe of 
haſt and ſpecd in the emertaining of Chriſt comming -in 
his Goſpell, is more neceflary and commendable then in any 
other undertaking, | 

2. Cordially, With much and fervent af:&ion z the heart | 3-<rG&ially, 
is Chriſts houſe, where he muſt dwell, Chriſts throne where Rom. 6.27, 
he muſt raigne, and the pallace whereinto he muſt be re- 
ceived ; the place of the Arke was not in a corner, but in 
the 1 midſt of the Tabernacle, Chriſt muſt not be thruſt 2 5im.6.17, 
into a corner of the ſoule, bis dwelling muſt be in the 
midſt thereof, in the heart' of man, he | have the beſt | 
and choiſeſt roome of mans atteaion ; this Chriſt requires, 


me, nor thy memory. nakedly to remember me, nor thy | 
tongue m—_ to ſpeake of me, nor thy foot onely to | 
come outwardly anto me ; but thy heart to love and em» | 


| 
brace we, to ſurrender and yeeld up all unto me, This was | 
the Apoſtles page in the bchalfe of the Epheſians, that | 
r Chriſt might , not onely m their care, or in the 72" 3 17, 


- 


tongue, the outward roomcs of the body, nor inthe head, ' | 
S 2 or 
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tGen.34 8, of Sheckem © longed for Dinah , our foule muſt delight in | 


_— 
—__ 


Cordiall entertainment of Chriſt perſwaded, | 
or , the upper roomes. of the ſoule ; but in op) 
heart, the. middle and choiſeſt roome of the foule of man : 
Our prayers are but _ and fruitleſs unti'l wee have 
prayed Chriſt into our hearts and aft:ions ; Chriſt com» 
meth in the Goſpell as a King of mercies to pardon us; 
as a bridegroome to marry 'us, and we muſt entertaine him 
with love, much, ſtrong, arld fervent love ; as a maletaRtor 
his King comming to ham with a pardon, or the bride the 
bridegroome ; our love to Chriſt muſt be like the love of 
| Jonathan to David, alove paſſing the love of women ; our 
foule muſt be knit to: Chriſt, as Jonatha ſeeing what D 4- 
vid had done for Iſrael, in the overthrow of Goliah, his 
ſoule was knit to David : fo we ſeeing what Chrilt hath 
[done for us in the overthrow of Satan, our foules muſt be 
knit to Chriſt ; our ſoules muſt long for Chriſt, as the foule 


ix Sam 18.1, 


Chriſt, as the ſoule of the rich in his treaſure, and the foule 
| of the. bride in the bridegroome ; thus the Spoule expreſ- 
8 Cant 1 7. bars her (clfe, /hew me O thow whom my * ſoule loverh, whom 
I love fervently, unfaincdly, and with a longiag deiire to 
,enjoy ; and in the banqueting houſe, in the miniſtery of the | 
w Cant..4,5. { word ſhe found her felfe w ficke of love, ravithed with love 
Ptw of babere \to Chriſt, The entertainment of Chriſt into the heart is 
Chrifumn is |the glory of a Chriſtian, as the entertainment of the King 
corde quamin \to a houſe is the! glory of a Subjet : This is the ful-| 
domo;quia cor | effs of the ſoule, as the entertainment of the Sunne into | 
mes 'the- eye is the fulneſſe of the cye, the heart is an empty | 
Jomas >". ® yeſſelluntill Chriſt hath the poſſeſſion of it ; this 15 the de- | 
- ifence and ſafety Bt the ſoule, as-the being of the Pilate in 
[the (hip, is of the fafzty of the {hip ; the being of the kee- | 
'per in the Caſtle, is the ſaf=ty of the Caſtle ; the being | 
'of Chriſt in the ſhip in the ſtormy tempeſt, was the ſafe- | 
Mat8.25,26, ty of the Diſciples ; the being of Chrilt in the ſouls, is the | 
| rd of the ſoule in all the ſtormy' tempeſts of trou-| 
| ble ; the foule where Chriſt hath no dwelling Iyeth open | 
to all the aſſwults of Satan, This brings the ſoule to #\weet 


x2 Kin.10,15, | honadas comming to meet him, * 1s thy beart right as my heart 
” 
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communion with Chriſt in the Goſpell, as -Jehw ſaid unto Je- | 


Fs 
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| C heerſwlneſſe in entertaining Chrift ſhewed, 
%s With thy heart, if it be give me thine hand, and hs gave him 
' bis hand, and he tooke bum wp to him into the charet, Thus 
|when we come to meet Chriſt in the Goſpell, Chriſt loo- 
keth to the integrity of oar hearts, if our hearts be right 
with Chriſt, and we give him the hand of faith, and the 
hand of love ; then he takes us up into his charet ; then he 
takes us to himſelte ; then le brings us into a neare,a ſweet, 
'and comfortable communion with himſelfe ; the foule which 
'doth not love Chriſt, hath neither cleare diſcerning of 

Chriſt, nor gracious fellowſhip with Chriſt: 
| 4. Cheerfully, Old Jacob ſeeing the waggons which Zo- 
ſeph had ſent to carry him to Egypt to bring him to him- 
fſelfe, it is faid his beare Y revived, Man ſeeing Chriſt in the 
Goſpell, comming by the labours of his Miniſters, as by a 
 charet, to take and carry him o? from the world, to bring 
'him nigh unto himſelfe, and to the participation of his 
' fulneſſe, ſhould have his heart revived, and his ſoule made 
| cheerfull : Chriſt in the Gofpell miniſters all matter of re- 
| joycing to his children ; in the Goſpell Chriſt commeth 
'as a * ſhining Srnnne, and here we ſhould rejoyce in him, as 
| the eye rejoyceth in the light ; Here Chriſt commeth as 
'a Þ King in his armies, and we ſhould rejoyce in him, as 
the captive rezoyceth in him that comm:th with warlike 
| weapons to beat downe the priſon, and ſet him free ; here | 
Chriſt commeth as a © Phyſrian with healing in his wings ; 
and we (hculd rezoyce in him, as the ficke in the Phyſi- 
'tian that comes to cure him ; here Chriſt commeth as 4 7o- 
ſenah came to the Gibeonire}, to reſcue them from the Amo» | 
'rijtiſh Princes ; and in him we ſhould rcjoyce, as the be- 
| heged City in him that comes to drive away their enc- 
' mics : Here Cnrilt commeth as a Maqfter of the © feaſt in his 
banquetting houſe ; and in him we ſhould rejoyce as the 
hungry ſtomacke in a feaſt of all varicties : Here Chriſt | 
commeth as a t bridegroome in his letters , in his friend, 
| in his yoice, to wooe, and betroth us, and in him wee 
| ſhould rejoyce, as the bride in the letters, voice, and pre- 
ſence of the bridegroome ; ſuperlatively ſweet, and foule- | 
raviſhing are the comforts which Chriſt diſpenſeth by | 
his 
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3 Humbly, 
z Gea.18.z- 


Rom.,7.18, 
þ Gca.$3., 283. 
tRom,iz.16. 


| 1 Sam.19, 
49,41, 


i Thel. 2.13. 


| 


' 


wGal.4. 14,15, | Was in my fleſp ye m deffiſed not nor reietted, but received | 


; ( brift enter tained humbly aud chiefly. 
; Irs 


lis word and doatrine 


he is altogether unworthy thename of 


| aCiriftian that doth nor joyfully cntertaine Chriſt comming | 


1a the Goſpell, | 
5. Humbly. «Abraham entertaining the Angels 8 bowed | © 
himſclfe to the ground. Man muſt entertaine the Lord Ie-| © 
ſus m the Goſpell, with all humility , meekneſl2,lowly and 
reverent ſubmiſſion : Hee muſt prolttrate hiaſzite, and all 
that is his at the feet of Chriſt ; he muſt be low and baſe 
in his owne eyc and apprehenſion ; he mult looke on him | 
ſelfe as b duſt and aſhes, he that is moſt tenhble of his owne 
vileneſſe, is moſt capable of Chriſt leſus 3 he mult * capti- 
| vare his owne wiſedome, and carnall reaſon ; he hath the 
| moſt cleare 2nd comfortable diicerning of Chriſt in the 
' Gofpell, that is moſt apprehenſive of the vanity of his 
| owne wiſedome, He that will be made wiſe unto falva- 
' tion by the Goſpell, muſt become as a * foole inhis owne | 
opinion ; he muſt deny himfclfe that will acknowledge 
| and embrace Chrift, abaſe himſclte that will exalt and fet | 
| up Chrift, and be out of love with himfelfe that will be | 
[in love with Chriſt ; he muſt diſcerne and fcele his owne | 
| fickneſle, his owne poverty, his owne bondage, and emps- | 
tineſſe, that will receive Chriſt in the Goſpell, as a Phyſi= | 
| tian to cure him, as a ſirety to make fatisfaQion for him, 
as a conquerour to free him, and as a fountaine to fill him, 
When David ſent his ſervants , and communed by them ' 
with Abigail to take her to wife ; /be aroſe and. bowed ber | 
felfe on her face to the earth, and (aid, behold, let thy hand- 
| maid be a ſervant to waſh the feet of the ſervants of my | 
Lord, When Chriſt communeth with us by his fer- 
| vants, the Miniſters in the preaching of the Gols| 
| pell, to fake our ſouls to him to wife ;: We mult riſe up, | 
| with all lowly reverence, entcrtaine their mcſlage , recet- | 
 ving it as the Word of God, and not of man ; wee mult : 
bow our ſclves to the earth , humble and abaſe our ſelves | 
very low, ſhewing- all obedience to their doctrine, and | 
'ready to minifter any ſervice to their perſons, as Saint Paw 
| teſtifies of the G/athians , My remptation (faith he) which | 
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me an «Angell of God, even as Chriſt Jeſws, I beare you 
record, that if it had been poſſible, ye Would have plucked out | 
your owne eyes, and have given them to me. Great is the love | 
and reverence ſhewed by Gods children towards Chriſt 
and his Miniſters in the Goſpell. Chriſt is ever fo much 
the more precious unto men, by how much the more they | 
are abaſed in their owne ſence and feeling ; Chriſts favour, | 
dwelling, and communion, is onely with the ſoule which |, .... 
is truly ® humble. Os. - 
6. Chiefly. Chriſt is the higheſt King, and mutt have the | 5.Chicfy, 
chicfeſt roome in the heart of man, Chriſt excels all creatures, | 
and muſt have preheminence above all others in the hearts | 
of his receivers, © Dagon in the Philiſtines Temple fals before | , i Sam$.4. 
the Arke ; the creature, and whatſoever elſe in the heart of 
man, muſt fall before Chriſt ; all muſt be baſe and vile in 
compariſon of Chriſt ; the Elders of Gilead bringing home 
 againe /epthato fight for them againſt the children of Ammon, 
| made him their » head. Man bringing home, and receivi þ Tudg 119,10 
Chriſt into his heart to hight for him againſt Satan, and 
his corruption , muſt makes him-his head, exalt him, and 
give him preheminence above all creatures, Chriſt is King 
| of Kings, and muſt have preheminence in our obedience, ay Rev.t9.16 
Kings have 1n the hearts of their loyall Subjets ; Chriſt 
is the husband of his Church, and muſt have preheminence 
in our {ove, as husbands have in the hearts of their chaſte | ; Cort 1,4, 
and loving wifes ; Chriſt is the pearle of choiſeſt worth, 
and muſt have preheminence in our choſe, and eſtimation, | Mar. 14.44. 
as the pearle with the Merchant above the drofſe, Chriſt 
is the Sun of cleareſt and ſweeteſt light,' and muſt have pre» 
heminence in our wnderſtanding, as the Sun in the eye above | Mal 4,2, 
other lights ; Chriſt is the ſureſt, rhe moſt conſtant and | 
loving friend, and muſt have preheminence in our «e/igh# | Cn.g.16, 
and joy, as a friend hath preheminence in the joy of his ; 
friend above all ſtrangers ; He is farre from the truerecei- 
ving of Chriſt , that doth not thus cxale Chriſt ; he doth 
yery ſhamefully abaſe Chriſt that ſets up any thing above 
Chriſt ; hee neither difcernes the worth, nor taſtes the 


ſweetnefſe of Chriſt in the Goſpell, who makes _— 
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7 Fully. 
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Chrift received fully, 
ſlfe and all things to vaile and ſtoop to him. 

7. Fully, Whole Chriſt maſt be received , we muſt en-} 
tertaine Chriſt according to all his Latitudcs, as all the; 
points and lines arc received in one Center, whole Chriſt | 
muſt meet in mans heart, as in a Center : We mult receive | 
Chriſt in his perſon, as God and man in one perſon, as our | 


| onely Mediator, the only Zacobs laider, by whom God and 


all bleſſings come downe to us, and by whom we aſcend | 
againe to God, We muſt receive Chrilt 1n his Arrribares, | 
in his wiſcdome, as a light to guide us ; in his power, as 

a rocke to ſupport us ; in his truth, as a faithtull witneſle | 
that never deccives us ; in his juſtice as arightcous Judge | 
to awe us ; in his mercy, as a King of mercics to forgive | 
us ; in his holinefſe , as a fountaine of grace to ſnRifie 
us; in his rightcouſneſſ:, as a royall roabe to cloathe and cover 
us ; and in his lovcas a bridegroome to marry us,and in his | 
All-fufficiency as a fountaine to hill us. We muſt reccive Chrilt | 
in all his Offices, as a Prophet to inſtru us, making Chrilts | 
do&rine the compleat and only rule of our faith and obe- 
dience ; 2s 4 King to reigne and rule over us, wholly ſub- 

jeRing our ſelves to the Scepter of Chriſt Jeſus ; as| 
a Priclt to ſanihe us, to expiate our o Fences, and make 
atonement for us, relying ſolely on Chriſts merits. We muſt 
receive him in all his Ordinances, in his word regenerating, 


renewing, reforming us;in his Sacrament feaſting, ſtrengthe- 
ning, ſcaling up his love, and the forgiveneſſe of our (in unto 
us : We muſt receive him in his Aſimfters, as a Prince in 
his Embaſſidors ; as a Bridegroome in his friends, in his 
members ; as a father in his children - as a husband in his 
wife, in his precepts, asa King in all his Lawes obcying 
them ; in his promiſes, as a faithfull friend in all his words | 
beleeving them ; in his gifts and diſpenſi:tions , as a giver | 
in his gifts, as a workman in his workmanſhip ; as the cel 
reccivcth the Sunne in his light, and the ground the cloud | 
in the raine, and dew diſtilling thereupon : Wee muſt re- 
ccive him in our anderſtandings as a light, in our wils as a| 


Prince, in our thoughts as a treaſure, in our affettions as A | 


| Lord and Maſter, fearing him, as a ſure foundation, building | 
—_——_ penn 
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Perpetual receiuing of ( Lrift illuſtrated and urged, 
upon him , as a bridegroome being full of love towards 
him : The full receiving of Chriſt in the Goſpcll fils the 

ſuule with fulnefſe of grace and conſolation He that doth 

| not aniverſalh receive Chriſt, doth not at all receive Chriſt : 
He that doth not ſurrender all. truly, furrerders none to 
Chriſt ; He that ſhurs Chriſt out of one roome of his ſoule, 
leaves his whole man to the poſleflion of (inne, Satan, and 
the world. 


the Covenant between the foule and Chriſt is an 4 ever- 
laſting Covenant , a Covenant of - wedlocke ; the Covenant 
between the husband and the wite is for cycr, untill death ; 

the husband is the guide, delight , and obj-&, the wifes 
love for ever, 1o long as life lafteth ; Chriſt muſt'be re-/ 
ccived as the foulcs guide, and love for cver ; Chriſt malt 
faine in the underſtanding as an everlafting Sunnc, rwe in 
the will as an cvcrlaſting Prince, poſſeſſe the ſoulc as an 
' evcrlaſting dweller, and abide in the atteftions as an cver- 
laſting hasband : The foule which truly reccives Chriſt in 
| the Goſpell, is an everlaſting lover of Chriſt ; as Fhraw 
loved David* cycr,an everlaſting .fervant to Chriſt ; as the 
' ſervantunder the Law, which had his carc boarcd, abode a 
ſcreant ip the _ ever ; as the land of Canaan was 
to facob and his an * everlefting poſſeſſion, ſo inult Chriſt 
be our everlating portion ; we may not reccrve Chriſt and 
{ chruſt him out againe, as ficke men reccive a Phylitian, 
and put him off againe as ſoone as the diſcaſe DEER 


8. Perpernally, Chriſt muſt be received once, and for ever; ' 8,perperually, 


| qler 32.40. 
Hol.z 19, 


ri King.n. 


t Gen, 453.54. 
Flal7 ; -26. 


as a beſieged City receiveth fſouldiers, and turnes them 
againe as ſoone as the ſi-dge is removed ; as the Philiftines 
reccived the Arke, and fent him away againe when D«- 
com could not ſtand before him ; as Ammon received The 
war and thruſt her oat of doores againe, hating her more then 
ever he loved her 2 Such arc very baſe receivers of Chriſt, 
as rercive him cither for fancy, novelty, or con(traini 
neceſſity, He is a very Philiitine, that will rather 
Chriſt from him, then ſuffer the fall of his his baſe 
lu,” or corrupt afte&ion ; their love to Chriſt , when at 
the beſt was but fained, A Pm" 
turncs 


1 Sam. 5, 
z Kin 13 If, 


b Exod.21.6, 


MM. | 


| 
| 


Sc 


j F 34 


————_ 
#1n.3.;;, |tarnces'to _—_— A bit a flave; ————— | 
| 


but a harlot, which abid:zs not with Chriit to the en, 4- 
ving thetefore once reczived Chrilt, abid : with Chri!t, re- 
taineChritt 10 every eſtate, abid: with Chriſt ; Maa changes, | 
Es bY | as /ttas with David, v in life and in 4:4th, | 

—_ 


| 
& 
| — 
| 


CHaP,, V. 


|Meanes diſps- | *J*Hus of the manner of receiving Chriſt in the Goſpoell, 
Gag and in- F the ſecon4-thing! is-the w:4inm, or mzancs diſpoling 
abling to r<- |! and inabling us to receive Chrilt with rejoycing and t anks> 
ceive Chriſt, |} civing. The mcanes'are theſe: 
1, Full depofi-| -1:1, 4 folk, and through depoſition and putting aſi4e of all thee | 
| tion of what is a: contra j ro Chriſt, 1; there mult be a depo.ition of /inne, 
| contrary to | all mores, :diftempers, and blindneſf; being pat away out 
aids of the; eye, th=:eye joytully reocives the Sunne, ignorance 
be depoled 2nd and-errour being pat-vat of the underſtanding ; Chriſt the 
laid aGde. + - | Sunne of Ri ghteouſneſtc i is joytully: received tn our know+ 
1.514 1 ledge; the knowledgeof Choi becommet cleare and plea» | 
0.1.1. Gnttothefoulex witherednefſ: and'infir being removed | 
fromthe hand; the hand readily-receives the gitt.s Unbt | 
[ lecfe which wonnds and withers the:hand» of faith, bo» | 
| | | removed from the: heart; man cheerfully onters | 
x Rom. 15.134 xaines Chrilt; ang is filled with * a4ivy in belecving; re 
\belious; proud, and-mutinous perſons being put out of the 
- ||anadome; the King is joyfully -enterthined by the people; | 
ian, + tmaginations, and every high: thing which dich exxale | 
i ſelfe againſt the knowledge of y<Apr ar being caſt dawn? and. 
| So Hg ro .the Arad of Chrift, Chriſt | 
is gladly receiv e loveand ſtrange lovers bein | 
he the wite ; 1{ihe hockend is | cheerfully rederil 


y 2. Cor, r0.5. 


the wiſeztheemoralt of ſtrange-laſts, and corrupt. aff | 
prepares/ the _ fo a ; Sopfall - 6f 
C Chriſt = 


= 
——_—_ 


| 


+ 7 he World and our felver how depoſed. 


Chriſt ;' He that doth not forrow for his ſirine, cannot re” | 
joyce in Chriſt ; He that doth rot hate the former, can | 
never love the latter ; Fe that doth rot empty-himſelte ct] 
the one,” can never te hlled with the other, The Jebuſires: 
told Danid, wnleſſe be rooke away the blind and the lame 
hee | fiontd not enter into the fort of Syou/ Unlefle wee 
take away the blind and the lame, jgnoronce , infidelity, 
and all unclcannefle out of our fonles, Chriſt will never 
enter into our hearts, we cannot receive-Chriſt into our 
ſoules ; the keepmg in of fry is the keeping om of Cheilt ; | 
che holding faſt' cf corrupt zRions, is the loofing of Chriſt | 
Jeſus ; as the Philiſtines keeping vp of their Dagon wrought | 
a removall ef the Arke. 2, There muſt bea depoſition o 
the world * in affettiow, We muſt not love it in * copia. {11s as, 
rion 5 we muſt have 'no diſtrating thoughts about it; in ' þ . rov.23-3. 
eſtimation, We muſt not 'ovetprize, but eftceme it as a | Cc1.3.2, 
thing which 1snot z in © inquif#ion, we muſt not ſeeke the | 
things which are here below, as if our happineſle conſiſted 
in the finding of theſe things ; in /ab'efion, we muſt not | 4 Mt-6. 24. 
build upon them ; in ! rejoycing , we may not rejoyce in CF 
them. He that is marricd to the creature is divorced from | , 1ch.z-x5. 
Chriſt ; he that loves this hath no love to Chriſt; he that | Mac.6. 24. 
is the ſervant of this cannot ſerve Chriſt; therefore as Chriſt | g 1b. 2,1 5. 
overthrew the & rables of the money-changers , and whipt 
the buycrs and ſellers out of his fathers houſe : ſo muſt we 
whip the lotze, thought, cemmand , and delight of the 
world cut of our hearts, that we may receive Chriſt ; it 
is a\great unhappincſſe to loſe Chriſt for the gaine of the 
world ; it were | rn folly in a woman to refuſe'# wiſe, 
mer beautifull, viRorious, and noble Prince, and marry 
{cife to a fooliſh, impotent, baſe, beggerly,and deformed | 

captive. 

S There muſt be a depeſition of or ſe/ves, we muſt lay | 3-Ou (elves, 
afide our ſelves in reſpeR'of opinion, we muſt have very low | 
thoughts of our ſelves in reſpe& of delighr and pleaſure, we | 
muſt not pleaſe cur fſclves in our ſelves, but loath our ſelves | 


bo reſpeRt of Love ; we muſt not love our ſelves , pleaſe, 
F 2 mind 


- —— — ww_—_ 


WT ——— —y ef 


ew 


be the ſervants of the world in © affance, we muſt not |* F111.$2-10. | 


l 


lk 


2. The World. | 
7 1 Joh-2.15. | 


—— -  ©D nw 


3. Gracious in- 


excreſt ia Chnkt, lay hold on 


{our ſelyes, diſtruſt our owne hearts , accuſe and candemne 


Preperation te nare Criſt Tarersft in Crit, © 
mind, and exalt our ſelves, but deny our ſelves ; in reſpe& 
of tr»ft, we muſt not truſt in our ſelves, but be jealous of 


our ſelycs ; and jn reſpe& of the end, w2 malt not intend | 
our owne ends, bat intend Chriſt, and 


our ſalves, os 

;the glory of Chriſt. Thus we muſt lay alide our ſelves , 
and empty our ſclves of oar ſelves, that wee may receive 
rk ; theempty veſſell receives the liquor, there is no place 
it in the full, 


\phet and an, called for a Muſitian to play fome facred 
long, the better to ap his ſpirit, and put his mind in 
a quict and heavenly frame, and then the hand of the Lord 
hays. why him, and he propbecycd : Thus before we come | 
into t of Chriſt, to heare, we ſhould by ſome 
holy itation, and fervent praycr, gather home our 
thoughts, take of our ſelves from the world, fuppreſſe and 
[pat away the diſtemper of our ſpirits, worke our hearts 
into a holy and gracious frame and temper, and compole | 
our ſelves to heare ; fo ſhall che hand of God be upon us} 
| 


in hearing, and we ſhall hcare, and reccive Chriſt with } 
mach joyfulneſſe ; the preparedneſſ of the eye to ſec, of the 
care to and of the pallate to taſte, makes them joy-| 
EI Ing ; Go ales By end com> 
fort in. Hearing 1s ordinarily ſutable to mans preparation. 
[Man is aſhamed and grieved to toceive his Prince into a. 
forded and filthy houſe ; but haviag his houſe clenf2d, gar- 
niſhed, end all things (ct in order, he is joytall in the cn« 
\tertaiament. Want of preparation is the cxuſeot much dif- 
comfort, (adnefſe, and dulnefſe in hearing : Chriſt commin2 in 
'the Gofpell is very co.nfortably entertained by the ſaule 
which is ducly prepared. 
| 23. Swe _—_— intereſt iw Chrift, Bekkeve in Chriſt, 
riſt, {eleR, and take Chriſt unto your (clycs, 
make him yours : As the Merchant fold all for the proci- 
ous pearle in the parable, and made the pearle his owne:: 
fo ſell all, put away all your finnes , remove all worldly 


vanities, 


lt 


——— 


| fect and gracious comforter, that looks upon him in his 


— 


>—— — - ——— 
R_— uu ———C—C—C—C— 


vanitics, and interc{t your ſelves in Chriſt ; as the woman | 
leaves her owne people, and her fathers houſe, to make: 
| another man her husband , thus, leave the world, your 
ſinfull acquaintance, yeur corrupt and carnall cyſtomes, 
come off trom them all, and apply your ſcives to Chriſt, 
efpouſe your {elves by fanth and love to him, and then your | 
foules ſhall joyfully wait upon him in the Goſpell ; as the 
cene waits upon the King in hu palace, with joy |# Plalgs.rs. 
gladnefſe ; as the bride doth joyfaily heare the voice 
of the bridegroome ; thus the Sand profeſſeth her joy | 
and comfort m Chriſt in the G pell, bu woah, his word | 
and doQrine, « moſt [Weet, he 4 altogether lovely, There is | 
the expreſſion of her joyfull receiving Chriſt w the Gol 
or be #45 amps rar ng. end ; there is the 
agrees? a _ Mo him ; = iſt is ever more or 
lefſe jo to the heart of man_in the Goſpell, according 
to ho aſſwrance of intereſt in him ; he _— Chrilt a 


word as aftranger. | 
4. Cleare and lively diſterning, and apprehenſion of the dige | 4.Cleare dil 
nity, worth, and exceliency of Chriit : He that hatha jewell <img of 
and knowes not the worth of him, is nothing atf-&ed | OO? worth, 
with him ; like #ſops cocke, be rejoyceth moreina barley |* 3 * 
corne ; ' ignorance of the worth of Chriſt takes away the 
_ delight and joy in Chrilt ; the wiſe Merchant knowes 
the worth of a pearle, and is much joyed at thefinding of 
him ; the wiſe Chriſtian knowing the price and worth of 
Chriſt, is much joyed when he mcets with Clriſt inthe 
Goſpell ; the Spouſe in Se/omoxe Song ſets forth her * ap- | * ©29%5- 
prehenfion of the beanty, worth, and cxcellency of Chrill 5 
of his Godhcad and manhood in one perſon ; of his glory, | 
innocency, grice, mercy, and juſtice, of his preheminence 


and cxaltation above all creatures, of his glorious kingdome, 
his unfearchable wiſedome , his zous and meveitall bc- 
holding cf grieved ſinners , his and comelineſic to 
the eycs of faith, and concludes at length , ara 
woſt ſweet and attogethey po, 7 wouth, the ducrines, 


, promiſes , comforts of his Goſpcll, are very ſweet 
as 


—k_, 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


; 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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$.Holy mn» 
king uſe of 
C kriſt, 


ring worth, 


w Cant.1.4, 


6 Experience 
f Chrift; fa- 


| Making uſe of (rift. Experience of Clrifl: werke. 


| as the honey or the honey«combe ; ſtrive then more clears» 
| ly ts difccrae:ithe worth of Chriſt, it you intend the ins | 
| creaſe of your comfort in  Chriit : The prophanc ' Gaderine 
| that thinks more highly of: his ſwine then of Cluiſt never | 
meets with joy-in 'Chrilt, wir? 
5. Holy and gracious) making wſe of Chriſt in the fe-pol, 

| The cye makes uſe of the Sunre, it {ces by: it ; the care 
makes uſe of the voice, it diſcernes what is {poken by it; 
the thirfty "traveller makes: uſe of the fountaine , he quen- 
cheth his chittowitki-it, refreſheth himſclfe by it ; Aud 
all theſe rejoyer, the eye. in the Sunne, the, care mn the 
ſound, and the\thirfty in the fountaine, and in theſe they | 
& becauſe they make uſc of them. Make ule, then of 
t in-his Goſpell x: as a ſcholler doth: of h1s teacher, 
leatfiing heavenly wiſcdome ; 7s @ licks-man doth of his 
ſitian, recovering ſpirituall health by bim ; as a beſice | 

| ged City doth of their C aptaine, feeling him caſting downe 
| the holds of finne, -and reſtoring thy toule to freedome;as 
the wiſe man in-the parable did of the rocke, build upon. 
| him ; the more vſe-you make of Chriſt, the more con | 
' fort you' ſhall find in Chriſt, Chriſt is both unproſitable 
and uncomfortable to him that makes' oo. uſe. of him, as 
| a ſealed Well, and an' eclipſed Sunne, There 4 6 iy 
(faith Solomon) in the hand of a foole, but he hath not a heart 
to make 'uſs of him. We have Chriſt in the Golpcll, a pearle | 
of great pricc; and it is mans cxcecding great foolilſhneſle not | 
to make uſe of Chriſt Teſus. | 
6. Bleſſed and heavenly ſence, and experience of Chriſts ſan- | 


ing and ſaving wor our [oules in the Goſpel, The 
ellis and wpean er - ted 


| 


the Sunne upon hs _ inthe 
Spring, makes 1t appeare very pleaſant and joytull ; the 
| Bney of Chriſts —————_ worke upon the heart, glads the | 
' Heart, he m browght me (faith the Spoule) into bu chambers, 
"that is, he reveaicd-unto me the ſecret of the Lord,the fe- | 
'tret worke of the Lord in the , illumination of my unders | 
Atanding, in the regcnerating of my heart , in, the quicks- | 
. ning of my foule, in the/ putting of a acw naturc upon me, 
| in che pacifying of my conſcience, and comforting * oy | 
"'* 
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Condition'of (reatzre withemt Clriſt. F | 
Gale, theſe are the charmbers whereifito ſhe was'brought, | 
the {:cret and b'efſ:d wayes of Chrift with a gracious ſoule; | | 

| and what found ſhe in theſe chambers ? how was ſhe at- 


feed with this worke of Chriſt ? we will (faith (hc) be 
glad and reroyee in thee, we 'will remember thy love more then | 


' Wine, 'Experience of Chriſts | gracicus operation apon nan 
| makes the ſoule 'of mary joyfull 4 the more we feele the | 
bleſſsd working of Chriſt within ns, the greater are our | 
rejoycings ; Mans unſenfibleneſſe of Chriſt and his gra- | 
cious diſpenſations, deprives man of Chrifts ſweet and bleſ< | 
f:d comforts, | | 
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| He third thin yi rmangr The inducem nts perfwa- -< —— 
*V ding t6'a ready atid joyful embraceinent and receiving | ©,.10 oogut 
| ofChrifl &inmiig in his Gofodl, and ſ-virituaN kibgdome, _——_—_— 
land to move oyr ſelves to this lct us wiſzlyconſider, and fe- 
| rioufly looke upon, | CC... 
WAV condition of rhe creature without Chriſt, To him | = | 
thit receives not Chriſt; 'the' creature, earthly perfeRtion | !rmpcy © þ 
| 


l 


and tulnefſe'is 1: an empry rbing, it never filleth, 'riever fatis- 
fheth , never contenterh him that hath it ; the more man 
drinks of this brooke, not' drinking of Chtiſt, the fall and 
everliving fonhtaine, the more: hee thirſteth ; the more | 
he feeds on this, not feeding on Chriſt, the tric bread of 
life, the more his hunget* increaſeth : The foule whithre- 
ccives not Chrift; like the horſlzaches daughters in So/owos; 
is ever crying, "give, give, and can never have enowyh :; The 
fulnefſe' of the world without Chriſt is but a dry bone 
without marrow, an empty pit without water, a barren 
tree without 'frait, like *that kr the Goſpel which had /cafe 
bur no uit, promiſing much to him that beholes ir _ | 
off * 


et. 
LA 


ll. —— Sw A 


oa. 


I 


| Crearare uncomfortable, 

. off, but miniſtring no fatisfaftion to them that draw neare 
' unto /it-z emptineſſe ever attends their greateſt poſſefſions 
| who are {trangers. to Chriſt Iefits ; the ſoule is a veſl-l of 
' that largencſſe 'that none can fill it bat Chriſt, in whom is 
| all fulnefle ; the barren eares in Pharaohs dreame cat up the tull, 
and the {eare kine cat up the fat z and when they had ca» | 


en.41.40,21 | ten them up, 4t * could not be knoWne they bad eaten them; | 


p loh,20.,28, 


but they were ſtill ill-favoured, Man that ſtayes upon the 
creature, and comes not to Chriſt , that entertaines the 
creature and not Chriſt, cats up the full and fat of che carth, 
and yet it cannot be knowne that he hath caten, his de- 
fires and his hunger after it, are as great as cver ; he is no- 
thing at all filled with it, bis defires grow as his poſ- 
ſefſelfions grow, the creature hath a power to inflame, 
but not to fatisfie mans deſire ; ordinarily the greateſt 
| worldly poſſcſſors are rexed with moſt inſatiable defires ; 
of ſuch the Lord faith , rhey ſhall wht be ſarufied, and their 
deſire 1 emlarged a4 hell, and they can never have enough + The 
einptineſſe of the creatures muſt make Chriſt the more pre- 
cious in our apprehenſions, Hager ſccing the emptinefie of 
her bottle, came readily for watcr to the fountaine ; the 


| <peiveſſ of the \creature ſhould make us ready in com- 


ming unto, and cheerfull in the cntertainment of Chriſt 
Icſus ; the gracious and through receiving of the Lord leſus is 
the only way to ſatisfaction and fulneſle, 

"05, Ths, aamre;20 him that. receives wot, Clarif inan am. 
thing, The world without the Sunne is an un- 
the fulncflc of the world without 
ion ; the waters of Marab with- 


things of « abundance, are very 
bitter and diſtaſtefull withoat "Chriſt ; Cheiſt is the ſweet». 
ner of mans carthly poſlc/ſien, as. the honey-combe ſweet» 
ned the Lyon unto Sampſon ; the man that receives not 


Chriſt is i» > ffraights, in perplexitics, fearcs, doubtiogs, 
and great diftrations "im ahe falanfo bus ſufficiency " in the 
| pleirade and preſcacc of p<; ani, chamdance, 


= his 


— 


| 


| Creature empty uncomfortable, embraling, polluting, 


his path is a way of ſnares, and his bed is a bed of thornes ; 
' his 4bnndarce will not ſaffer him to 4 ſeep, that doth not | q Ecel. 5.14. 
repoſe his ſoule on Chriſt ; his bread is bread ofr ſorrowey, | r PL 127.19 
that doth not feaſt and feed his foute upon Chriſt, World- | 
ly abuodance 1s a f ſnare entatgling, an arrow piercing, a {+ Tims, { 
{ord wounding, a tempeſtuous ſea toſling, ſhaking, drows | 9» ** | 
ning them that poſſeſle it, and poſſeſfſe not Chriſt with it; | | 
the greater poſſeſſion, the greater trouble to him that re- | | 
'ccives not Chriſt in the Goſpell : It is rot the having of | 
| 


[the creature in the houſe,but the having of Chriſt in the heart, | 
that miniſters true peace and comfort, *' | 
. The creature to him that receives not Chriſt, is an | 3-Enchralling, 
Int alling and inbondaging thing , it takes away the li | Gloria regner 
and freedome of the ſoule , it fetters and imprifons it, it = = fe. i 
[makes a ſlave and ſervant of it ; Sampſon doting upon, and | uu; Rex Me: 
inordinately applying himſclfe to Dalilah, the' cut off .* his cedonum. tuft. 
' lacks, delivered him into the hand of the Philiſtines , and | 15. 
, made him their ſlave. Man that negleaeth Chriſt, that re- 
' ccives not Chriſt, that is not raviſhed with his beauties, 
is fo cnamoured with the creature , and fo gives himſclfe | | 
to the creature, that the creature robs him of the ſtrength | 
of faith, and ſpirituall love, and makes him a flaveto him- | 
ſclfe and his owne luſts, the creature ever ſwayes in that 
( foule like a tyrant, where Chriſt is not ; he that refuſeth 
'to be Chriſts SubjeR, makes himſelfe the creatures Nave ; | 
therefore are they termed the * ſervants of Alammon, oy u Mit. 6, 24. | 
their alienation from Chriſt and ſpirituall freedome , for | 
their ſubjzeRion and my under the world, and they arc | | 
faid to w /erbe their owne belly and not Chriſt, Moſt maiſera- w» Rom.16.18, | 
| ble and wretched is the foules bondage, which receives not | | 
| the Lord Icſus. | | 
4. The creature to him that receives not Chriſt, is a po/- , +©2'utins. 
'luting and defiling thing, it makes the ſoule a yery finke, and 
cage of unclcannefſe, a very den and dungeon of filthineſſe ; 
as the Temple before Chriſt entred into it, was made a dev 
of theeves, Exclude the houſewife out of the houſe, and all 
| the refidue of goers and commers, and implements brought | 
into the houſe make a foulc Aon z exclude Chriſt out w | 
f | 
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42  (rearure empty yoncomfortable, enthralling, m7, > 


. the houſe of the ſoule, and their going, and comming, and 
travell of the creature will quickly make a very unckcane 
Gen. 24 3, and filthy ſouls ; Dinah went out from her fathers houſ: 
Larro F'uu- |\to fre the daughters of the land, and Shecheas tooke her and 
Bf bneru2- | defiled her ; Man ſteps aſide, goes out fron Chriſt , neg- 
=y leAs,and leaves Chrilt , abides not cloſz with Chriſt , but 
[ts his eye, his thought, his heart upon the creature, and 
| the creature takes him, enſnares him, and ſham-fully defiles 
| him ; it defiles his anderſffanding with crrour , duſt blinds 
"the eye of the body, the ercatur2, the dult of the world 
x1 Tim6 19. ' duls and bhnds the cye of the mind : The love of * monty 
y Va 59-7» | (faith Pan!) i the root of all evill, which while ſome have co- 
veted after, they have erred from the faith : It defiles his: 
thowht, his thoughts are thoughts ef iniquity, waſting and 
| deſtraRtion, thoughts of mjultice and oppreffion, thoughts | 
Ffal 10.6, | of fraud and treaſon, thoughts of pride and ftltc-admiration, 
thoughts of carnall confidence , and flefhly contentmentrs ; 
it dehiles the hearr of man with covgtouſncſ: : Thine eyes 
| and thy heart (faith the Lord to 7-hoiakim ) are nor bur fer 
| thy covetouſneſſe, and for to fred innocent bloud, and for oppre/- 
' ſion, an1 ſor violence to. dye it ; it dehiles the affettions with 
1dolatry, and with fpirituall fornication and adultery : the 
' covetous man is an idolater (ſaith Saint Pal) and the adwi- 
' terers and adultereſſes (faith Saint Tames to ſuch as embrace 
' hot Chriſt, but the creature ) know you not that the [ove of 
Fallax ſuavi- the world © enmity With God, and that he that ts a friend to 
- eb abrany the World i an enemy to God, The world fls that mans ſoule 
Ghent with moſt (hametull uncleanneſke, that embraceth not the ' 
| timer, & peri- Lord lefus ; therefore as Hagar ſeeing the emptincife of 
culo/a ſublimi- her bottle, came readily to the fountafne ;'as the mariner- 
* | rar: iniriua fre focling, the tempeſt and troubleſomntſ: of the fas, cones 
prvicentts Bj ' willingly to the haven ; as the 1ſraclites feeling the. cru- 
radon ge 'elty of Pharaobs task-maſters ; and- the fnſapportavlencfſe 
| of his burthens,willingly einbraced Aoſes ; and as thei? fed 
moman feeling, the loathſomneſſe of her bloudy iſſue, andre 
ving experience of the yanity of all Phyſnians came gladly 
unto Chriſt : ſo we ſeeing the emptineſſe, fecling the un- 
comfortablencſſ? , and knowing the inthralling and _ | 
wg 
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| 


© CMantefteonithot Clrit. | ——_ 


ling nature of the creature without Chriſt, let us readily, | | 
| 


willingly , joyfuily, and thankfully receive and embrace 
Chriſt, that our ſoules may be freed, ſandtified , and filled | 
with all Gring graces, and heavenly comforts. Experience | 
ef the vanity, trouble, bondage, and evils which attend the ' 
naked having of the creatures, ſhould marvellouſly endeare | 
uato us the Lord Icius, and wake his comming 1n the Goſpell | 
ſurpaſſingly ſweet and welcome, | | 
2. Let 4s throughly view and conſider the ſtate of man with 2 Throg) view 
ont C trift : Man not recciving Chriſt in the Goſpell, hach of mus cate: 
no firitall life, but is dead in finnes, as the body is dead withour Chal | 
without the ſoule ; he hath no ſaving knowledze, but is in | | 
ſpiritvail blindnefſe , as he that is without the Surne is in4 | 
carkneſle ; he hath no beeverly gift or grace, but is empty | | 
of 211 the fruits of the Spirit, as the branch which is ſepa-| 
tated from the vine, hath neither juice nor fruit ; be bath | 
ne ( Friſian liberty, or freedeme, but 1s a Londaman to (in, 
Satan, and the world, as Peter lay in Heroas priton, in fet- 
ters, ard under the cuſtody cf the ſouldicrs b: fore the Au- 
gcll c:me and freed him ; he heth no intereſt in Gods pro- 
mijſes, tut 3s Adam Was ſhut out of the g2:dcn of Eden, | 
ſo 1s man ſhut out of Coeds Covenant, Gocs promiſ:s are! , Cor-2.20. 
a ſcaled well whereof his ſoule drinks cot ; he hath ro | 
garment of rightcouſtieſſe to cover him, no jewel of grace 
to adotne him, no Furitwall treaſare to enrich him, bot is 
poore, blind, naked, miſerable, and wreiched ; As the ELYP- ' nee s.19, 
tians were led away by the King of Afyria, priſoners, cap- 7 112,26.4. 
tives, naked, * barefoot With their buttocks uncovered to the ' 
ſoume of Egypt : fo wan without Chriſt is led away by | 
the prince of darkneſle, a fpirituall priſoner , and caprive, | 
his ful bare, naked, uncovered to the ſhime of mankind ; 
he hath no holy and heavenly peace, but as the Diſciphes | 
were tofſed upon the tempelt till Chriſt calmed the wa- | | 
ters, ſo is man like the troubled fea, when 1t cannot reſt,' |. _ 
whoſe * waters calt up mire and dirt, untill Chriſt mi» {*** 77795 
niſters comfort, Man witheut Chriſt is like a blind rraved- | 
ler that hath no guide to leade him ; like a dead man in the 
| grave, putrifying in ſinne, —_ none to raiſe him ; like | 
: 7 2 an 
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Mans 3ppre- 
henfonot G 3d 
without Chiiſt 
rert:ble, 


God apprehended without (Wilt terrible. 


— 


' having no wall to prote# it, no captaine to fight tor it: 
Miſerable is mans condition that receives not Chriſt in the: | 
| Goſpell ; did man know and feele his unhappineſſe with- | 
' out Chriſt, he would never be fo regardlef(: of Chriſt, ne- | 
ver ſo carcleſly let Chriit paſſe, but would meer Chriſt | 
where he commeth in his world, as the blind m2 wear ' 
out, and ſtood by the high-way fide where Chriſt Was to paſſe, 


\and cry after Chriſt as they did ; as the woman of Shunem 


haſted to the Prophet for the raiſing of her dead fon, and | 
Laid hold upon the Prophets feet , and would not let him | 
goc, untill he came with her, and raiſed her ſonne againe | 
to life : fo would man haſten unto Chriſt, lay hold npon 
Chriſt in the Goſpzl!, and bring Chriſt home jato his heart, | 
he would be at no reſt urtill Chriſt had raifzd, freed, pur- | 
&d, and comforted his dzad, captived, polluted, and com- | 
lefſe ſoule : He wou'd as joyfully entertaine Chriſts | 
comming in his Goſpcll to free him from the power of his | 
| corruptions , as cvcr the Gibeonites gladly cntertained 1o- | 
ſbuah comming to refcue them from the Amoritiſh Prin- | 
ces ; it is mans unf-nſiblenefſe of the miſery of his owne | 
condition, that cauſeth Ch:iſts comming to bee wnwe!- 
COMme, | | 
3. Meditate the ſorles apprehenſion of God withont Chriſt: | 
God, who to the foules of them that favingly embzace | 
Chriſt, is looked on, rejoyced, and delighted in, as a father 
for his love, as a gracioos King for his metcies, as a ſurc 
and Feet friend for his comforts, as a loving husband for 
his amiable and foule-refrcſhing preſence, as a ſhield for the } 
defence, as a rocke for the ſapportmeat, and as a full foun- | 
tain* for the fatisfation which he miniſtreth : This thrice | 
bleſſed" and gracious God is apprehended , conſidered and | 
lookt vpon,. by him that doth not embrace Chrift in the Gol: | 
| pell ; as a ſevere [nie to condemne him, as an enemy fall | 


—_—  — 
— 


Mo 


#1 Fruſtration of Ordinarcet in not receiving Chriſt. 
of diſpleaſure againſt him , »s a mar of Warre tending his 
bow , and parory Nom. ſword to deſtroy him, as a rocke 

; ready to fall upon him, and grinde him to pouder, as a 


| tempeftus us ſea, ready to ſwallow him , and as a conſmming 
| fire, and everlaſting burning, ready for eycrto conſume ami 


frightening is mans meditation and apprehenſion of God, 
| that doth not favingly apprehend him in Chriſt ; fuch a 
man flies from the thought of God, the voice of Goda! 

the preſence of God, as Adam fled into the thicket, as 1 


fore the hue and cry, or a Partridge b<fore the Hawke, 


| apon withoat, Chrilt leſus, is the terrour of all terroarsto 
' a guilty foule, and accuſing conſcience, Were men truly 
| apprehenſive and fſeniible of the wrath of God without 


' Chriſt, their Foules would be at no reſt untill they had af-: 
fared intereſt in Chriſt ; the fiercenefi> and terrour of God | 


againſt ſinners, doth exceedingly cndeare and ſweeten the 


' Lord Iefus to the ſoules of his faithfull fervants ; had 'we 


frequent and right conſideration of the terribl-neſſe of God 
| without Chriſt 1cfis, Chriſts comming in the Goſpell would 
{ be unſpeakably joy fall, 


filly ſheep flies before the Lyon, a guilty malefaRor be- | 


| 


to deſtroy him. Very dreadfull, and foule-amating , and | 


| 
| 


This makes them cry ro the hilt roÞ cover them , and to the | b Rev. 6.16, 
rocks and the mom tunes to fall upon them, te hide them from | 
i the day of the Lord, and the wrath of the Lambe, God lookt | 


| 4, Looke upon the fruſtration of all the Ordinances of God, | a, Frefication 


and labours of Gods Miniſters by mens not receiving of C iſ of Gods Ordi- 


in the Gofpell. Be that doth not receive and embrace Chriſt 
| preached in the Golpell, aonihilates all the labour of Gods 
meflznger ; had not Rebeckah received Iſaac to husband, 


Abraham : If we receive not Chriſt to husband, we fru- 
ſtrate the labeur of the Miniſters, the Lords ſervants. Should 
not © Abner have brought about Iſrael unto David, he had 
loſt his laboar , his communication with the E ders of I/- 
ral, and bis ffeaking in the eares of Benjamin had 'beew in 
| vaine, Thus all oar preaching, all our ſpeaking inthe cares 
of men js in vaine, if "they be 
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ſhe bad frufirated all the labour of Fleazar the ſervant of 


not bronght-about to Chriſt ; | 
if. 


nances not cen» 
rertaining 


Chrilt, 
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Ct Ur I EI ones 


42 Cor.11 ». 


e Go, 41, 


| Hag. 1.6. 


5. Excellency 
of recetying 
Chiaft. 

Chi received 
giverh 4.Lite. 


| Fruſtration of Ordinances in not receiving (rift, 


if they doe not truly ſabje& themſclves to Chriſt , if they 


end of our preaching , but to 4 efouſe you to Chriſt, to! 
worke you to the receiving and embracing of Chrilt, 2s the | 
' husband of your ſoules ; and to preſent you as a chaſte virgin | 
| wnto Chriſt ; belides all your hearing, all your attendance 
upon the word is vaine, it is all hypocriſie and vaine oltens | 
tation if you reccive not Chriſt. © /acobs ſonnes had gone 
to Egypt in vaine, if they had returned empty handed, 
and not carried home proviſion with them. Y ou come to 
the Well in vaine, if you drinke not, it you carry home no | 
water with you : you come to Gods houſe, to ods trea- 
fury, to the wels of ſalvation in vaine, if you returne empty 
| hearted ; if you receive not, if you carry not home Chritt 
; with you in your hearts, all your labour is Joſt : The tem- 
 porall curſe denounced on the people by the Prophet Hag- 
£4, is in a ſpirituall ſence fulfilled in fuch 1 Te f have /orne 
much and bring in little, ye eat but ye have not enongh , ye 
drinke but ye are not filled With arinke, ye cloath you but there 
1 none warme, and he that earneth wajes, earneth to Put tt in a 


ped ; they cat much, they heare much, but there is no ſpi-| 
rituall filling, their worldly thirſt is not quenched , their | 
ſoule is not fatished in Chriſt ; there is no warmth, no' 
love, no zcalce for Chriſt, no burning of heart in hearing, | 
no fervency in ſupplication ; all that the Miniſter hath pro ' 
vided and diſpenſed for the ſoules enrichment, it 1s all put | 
in a broken bag with holes, it is all loſt, it runnes out as 
faſt as it is powred In ; if we recive not Chriſt in the Goſ- 
pell, all our hcaring is wocth nothing. 

5. Mcditate upon the dignity, excellency, mtilit; and com- 
fort of receiving and embracing {briſt ww the Goſpell, 1, rift 
received in the Goſpell, giverh Life unto the foule ; Hee | 

ickned Lazar by his corporall voice accompanied with | 
the power of his God-head ; he quickeneth the foule by | 
his Evangelicall voice attended with the lively operation | 
of his Spirit, the Goſpell is the externall inſtrument and | 


mcancs / 
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receive not Chriſt as their ſpirituall King ; for what is the | 


broken bag With holes, Thus in this caſe, much 1s heard, ; 
much f-irituall ſeed is fowne, but little or no fruit is rea- | 


ES,” IG 


| | 2k free from the guilt and puniſhment of finne, free 
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' 
— by which Chriſt Iiveth in the ſoule ; therefore is | 
the Goſpell called the Word of » life, revesling and etteting & 32-166 
life in ©-ods choſen ; Chriſt hath in himfeltc all life, our 

life is ki in Chriſt, as the life of the branch is hidden in 
the reote, in! he that » hath the [onne hath life 5 hee that d 11oh,s, 
hath the Son in the ©eſ>0ll, as in the ſeed of his regene- © © 
ration, as in the iw{tri.ment of his converſion, as in the 
warlike weapon, by which are throwne downe all the 
ſtrong and mighty holds of Satan, as in the Scepter, by | 
which Chriſt doth fway within him, and bind , and bow | 
his heart unto ſubjeion ; He that hath Chrilt in his heart | 
by faith, and love, as a root of life living in him, as afoun- | 
taine filling him with his fulnefſe, as a King fitting up his 
throne within hira, as a bridegroome betrothing himſilte 
unto him, he hath life ; but he that hath nor the ſonne bath | 
not life = The evill of negl:Ring Chriſt in the Goſpell is | 
no lefle then eternrall death and deſtruction, 2. Chriſt recei- | » Light. 
ved in the Goſpell giveth /zzhr, ſpirituall , heavenly , and | V*9-3- 
comfcrtable light ; the rece1ving of the Sunne giveth light | 
|to the body, the receiving of the Sun of Righteouſncſl: : 

iveth light to the foule ; he that doth not embrace Chrilt | 
in the Goſpell hath no light but all darknefſe within him. : 

. Chriſt reczived in the Goſpell giveth health, healthy of | 3 Health. 
foule : Kere he commeth with i Zealing in his wings, the | ; - <= 
Angell in * Yerh:/aa cured the bodily impotent, in the | Ho 
Gcſ>ell Chrift cureth them that are ſpiritually diſcaſed, | 
here he opencth the cycs ef the underſtandings which are | 
| blinded, rengthens the hand of faith which is withered, | 
reQities the feet of the afe&ions which are creoked, pur- 
geth away the teprofie of the fouls which is defited, Chriſt | 
by the Gofpell as by a fpirituall Jordan, works many blef- | 
{cd curcs upon the ſoules of Gods people. 4. Chriſt recei- | — Ee 
| ved in the Goſpel! giveth honoxwr. He makes them thatre- | 
ccive him m the Goſpell, the ! /annes of God by adoption ; 
the friends of God, by revelation of the will and mind 
of God unto them ; heires of God for that incorruptible 
inheritance whereof he makes them partakets; the: Lords 
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(Riches, 
m Eph,3.8, 


6, Ptoſperity, 


7.5weetneſle, 
Exod,15.25. 


| Benefits of receiving Chriſt, ps 
[_ the power and dominion of finne, free from the ty- 
ranny and captivity of Satan, free from the curſe and ri- | 
| gour of the Law, and free to ſerve God with an ingenue | 
' ous and free ſpirit ; Kings and Prieſts to God , for their | 
| dignity and dominion, and for their holy and gracious con- 
| ſecrationuato GoJ ; high and excellent is the honour which 
| Chriſt communicates to them that truly receive him in the 
' miniſtery of the Goſpell, 5. Chriſt received in the Goſpell 
| giveth riches, ® wnſearchable riches, riches which the wit of 
| man cannot find out, incomparable riches, to which all the 
riches of the carth is not to be compared, that knowledge, 
| faith, and love, which is farre more excellent then the gold | | 
that periſheth, The Lazar receiving Chriſt in the] 3 
| Goſpell, is endowed with greater riches then the weal- 
thielt Dives in the world not embracing him. 6, Chriſt | 
received in_ the Goſpell giveth proffority, the Arkz received 
into Obed- E dom; houſe cauſed al that he had to proſper, 
Criſt aſp i900 = m_ ay uy the whole man prof 
perous ; he makes him proſper in hearing, in prayer, in 
| meditation, in the uſe of all Gods eas the tree 
an wy that-is planted by the waters ſide ; he makes him 
proſper in. all his undertakings, Whar/oever he doth /ball proſ- 
| per, all the attaires of ſoule and body are made ſucceſictull 
and, proſperous through the bleſſed preſence of Chriſt le- 


ati. lit. et. ne nat 


| tus :- He makes him proſper in the inward man , making | ? 


( him victorious over all his corruptions, repleniſhing him 
|with all heavenly fulnefſe , communicating to him peace | 
' and reconciliation with God, and tranquillity of conſci- | 
lence : He that receives the Lord Ieſus , like Foſeph hath 

the Lord "With him, and 14. 4 profferons man; Mans not em- | 
; bracing Chriſt Iclus expoſerh him to all plagues and cur- 
| fes, in his foulc, in his body, in all his fervices , all bleſ- 
i ſing attends the holy and gracious embracement of Chrif@, 
all curſes follow the ane refuſall of Chriſt. 7. Chriſt 
reccived in the Goſpell ſweetens and ſanttifies all affiiftions, 
the tree ſweetened the waters of Marah, Chriſt takes away 


the bitrcrneſſe of affliction from the ſoule which beleeving- 
oqmomer om him, he makes them fee light in ty > 
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| Benefiet of receiving Chriſt...  \ Chriſt giver ſarufattion, 
he ſends them water out of the hard and ſtony rocke, he 
gives them honey out .of the: belly .of Lyons, Meat out of 


tiery turnace into 2 Paradiſe, hc fo takes away the evill of 
2ffiion that it doth no more harme them , then Neba- 
chadnezzars fire did the three children ; his afflit;on that 
enjoycs Chriſt in the Golpell, is more plezfant and joy- 
ous then 'the carnall mans peace that thuts his heart againſt 
Chriſt, peace without Chriſt 1s full of trouble, trouble with 
Chriſt 15 full of conſolation, 8. Chriſt received in the Goſ- 
pell giveth comfort, holy, ſweet, and ſure comfort. In the ' 
Arke was the por of Alam, in Chrilt is the treaſure of. 


fuithfull receivers, a feaſt of ® far rhings, of Wines on the lees, 
of fat things fil of marrow , of wines on the lees well re- | 
fined 2: Ot all comforts ſuch have moſt fulnefle and fweers 
nefſe as are miniſtred by 

friends prove miſerable Comforters, if Chriſt doth not com+ 
fort us ; Chriſt received in the Goſpell comforteth rhe foulcs 
of his ſervants, as a nurſe her children feeding them, as a 
Phyftian his patients healing them, as a m:reifull King 
his dehnquent, and humbled ſubjects, pardoning them, as 
a teacher his ſchollers, filling them with heavealy wiledome, 
as a Bridegroome his Bride , {peaking graciouſly ro them, 
making them ſenſible of his love towards them, replcni- 
ſhing them with ſtrong ? and everlaſiing conſdlation ; 


full and ſweet enjoyment of Chriſt jn the Gofpell. Per- 
plexities, diſtraRtions, and convallions of foule and conſci- 
ence are infallible attendants of the neglc& and retulall of 
Chriſt 1cfus, he that ſhuts his eyes agaiuſt the Sun abides 
in darknefſs, he that ſhuts his heart againſt Chriſt abides 
in heavincſk. 9. Chriſt reccived in the Goſpell grveth /4- 
tisfatlion + The Sunne fatishieth the eye with hght, the 
fountaine fatisficth the thirſty with water , the pearle fa- 
tisfed the Merchant in the parable with treaſure, Chriit 1n 


the Goſpcll fatisficth the ſoule with wiſedome in the under | 


H _ ſtanding, j 
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the Eater, and ſweet out of the ſowre, he makes them fing in | 
priſon, he makes them gloty in tribulation, he turncs the | 


EE I moet 


kn 


[ 


| 


8 Comfort, 


| all true comfort, Chriſt in the Goſpell makes a feaſt for his | 


* lla,n5 6. 


Chrilt Jeſus, all others like /obe | 


; his 7 Heb.6,vx. 
eſtate is of all mens the moſt joyfull, who hach the moſt > Theh,a,16, 


9. Satistaliiom 
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10. Abiling 

ſubRance, 
qlia.s.6. 

| r Hol 1o19. 

ſ1Toh.13.1, 

Rom.11.29, 

loh.3.9, 

\ Ioh.4. 14. 


"| 6,Faſtening 
| thoughts upon 
| brevity ot life 


g© | 
ending ; with holy and ſweet meditations in the mind, 


: 
: 


|1n the 
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(oriit gives ſaniefalion and an abiding fibſt 


with ſence of his love in-the heart, with the treaſure 
of ſpirituall gifts in the affeRioas, with ſure and ble(ſ:d 
pzace in the conſcience.” He thar rightly poſſeſſeth Chriſt 

Iv wy may fay as Jacob did, / have enowgh. Chriſt 
in the Goſpell 1s a living ſpring, he that drinks of him | 
ſhall thirſt no more : He is an al-ſafticient portion to thzm | 
that enjoy him ; he that fecks contentation with the neg- | 
le& of Chriſt in his —_ ſeekes for water to quench | 
his thirſt in a broken ceſterne : The foule is reſtlefſ:, and 
never truly contented untill Chriſt is enjoyed ; the hou | 
without he husband feemes an empty place to the wife; | 
the world without Chriſt proves an empty thing to the | 
foule. 10, Chriſt reccived in the Goſpell is an a&:4:»g /eb- 
ſtance to the foule, he is an 4 everliſting father, he will ne- 
ver forget us, he is a husband * for ever, he will never ceaſe 
to love us, he 15s a faithfull friend loving © at all times, his 
love is a Sunne that knowes no ſetting , his gitts arc © with- 
our repentance, his grace an-immortall ſecd that never dyes, 
a well-pring ſpringing up to life everlaſting : All that 
is withoat Chvif is fall of vanity and changes, only Chriſt 
iSa of everlaſting continuance, the meditation of 
all which ſhould ſweetly allure and draw us, graciouſly dif- 
poſe” and frame us, and mightily perſwade, and move | 
usto give Chriſt ajoytull welcom comming to us.in his Goſ- | 


6, Faſtening our frequent and moi? ſerious theurhts npow the 
brevity and vanity of the life of man, Man hath no abiding Ciry | 
here, he flouritheth like Jonah gourd in an evening , and | 
is ſinitten and withered/in the morning ; Death like the | 
waters of the red ſea drownes all, onely Chriſt makes a | 
ſafe paſſage throagh death, for his 1ſracl, for all that re- | 
ceive him ;z the Arke divided lordan, and Ifracl went dry, 
and fate over to Canaan ; Chriſt makes a ready way for all 
that belcevingly entertaine him , through the horrours of 
death, to the heavenly kingdome '; death like the delage 
ſpares none, as Noabtherefore betooke himſelfe to the Arke, | 
and was preſerved, fo let us betake our ſelves to Chrift, | 

that 
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GY 


_—_— .. 


1 


Brevity 6 of life a mative to got intereſt n Chriſt, | 
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that we may be preſerved from the ſecond death; all they 


who were out of the Arke periſhed in the waters ,/ all | 
they that are out of Chriſt will periſh in the deluge of | 
Gods vengeance, the Lord Jcſus is the ſoules onely refuge | 


| ther caſe) ro morrow about this time, ] will rauſe it to raine 
4 very grievous bayle. ſuch ai hath wot been in Egypt 

| the foundation thereof raul now, Send —_ now Pe | 
| ther thy cattell , and all that thou haſt in the field , for wpon 

every man and beait that ſhall be found in the field, and Ault 
| not be brought home, the hayte ſhall come doWne upon them and 
they Drall dye : He that feared the word of the Lord among 
thems made his ſervants and his catrell flee into the honſer,and he 

that regarded mot the Word of the Lord left his ſervants and 
his cattell in the field, and thy Were all ſmitten and died, Thus 

in this coſe behold tro morrow, ere long, very ſhortly, the 

Lord will cauſe a 7 _—_ he Will raine downe ſnares, 

fire and brimftone, and an ible rempe#}, ſend therefore now 


| 
| 


| and gather your foulcs, your ſclycs, your friends, husbands, 


wives, Children, fervants , kindred, and neighbours unto ; 
Chriſt, get yee intereſt in Chriſt, hide your ſelves by | 
faith, and love in Chriſt, for upon every foule of man that | 
(hall not be found in Chriſt, upon every parent and childe, 
husband and witc, maſter and ſervant, young and old, bond | 
and free, that (all not be brought home to Chriſt, the 
haile, fire, and brimſtone of Gods wrath ſhall come downe | 
napon them, and they ſball dye, both the firſt, and the ſe | 
cond death ; and now I know that he that fearcs the ward 
of the Lord among you, will fice to Chriſt, give all dit 
gence to receive and cntertaine Chriſt , to get a ſure and 
bleſſed intereſt in Chriſt ; but he that regards not the word 
of the Lord will ſtay in the ficld, abide in the {crvice, 
way, and practiſe of the prophane world, and be for ever 
deſtroyed,tor there is no falvation out of Chriſt ; He © the ve- 


| ſurreftion and the life, and onr life # bid With him in God; 


' therefore let us fay with Angnſtine , let all theſe things 


| 


: 
' 
. 


| periſh, let us let paſſe all theſs vaine, and empty things, 


and let us betake our ſelves to the onely inquiſttion of thoſe 
H 32 


things 
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| and deliverance. * Behold (faith the Lord by Afoſes inanc- «Exod g. 19, 
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Che who is the fans; yeſterday to day, and for cyer; | 
He like Noabs Dove will bring us an Olive branch of 
pom when all the comforts of the creature are drowned ; 
| he will ſtand. by' us, and defend ps as Shamma, onc of D4- 
vids worthies , and defended the field when all the 
reſidue fied from it, When all worldly ſtaffs, and ſtayes, 
| pillars. and ſupporters, leave. us and-{tay behind us, then 
|as {ſacs went up to the Mount with «Abraham, fo will 
' Chriſt goe up with us, and preſent us with- acceptance, 
| with great joy-and gladneſſe in God: his fathers preſence ; 
| and let the remembrance and thought of theſe things ſwee- 
| ten.and make exceedingly joyous Chriſts comming ainong 


; 


us. 
= | 
[ 
Cu AP. Y [ h 
Chriſts welc6c | K Nd let us declare and' manifeſt the truth of Chriſts., 
wanifeſted. | joy at Chriſts comming by our | 
prepared, bumble,and hearty receiving of Chriſtaccording to | 
| w Pla, 24.7, The charge of the Plalmiſt, Let us » 4ift-wp rhe gates and doores. 


Byopening and of our hearts from the creature, and all things here below, | 
elevating the let us remove the bolts and bars of infidelity ,obſtinacy, pride, 
heart, ſecurity, and ſelfe-love ;- and let us by faith, love, repens | 
tance, and humble obedience, open the doors ot our hearts, 
x Mat.g.:4, | that Chrift che King of glory may come in, As the * Min» 
ſtrels, and other people, were put forth our of -the Rulers 
houſe, and Chriſt reccived; that his dead. daughter might | 


be raiſed to life, Thus let us put out of the doores of ous 
hearts, all c2rnall joyes, and-ficſhly laſts, that __ may | 
enter into , and miniſter the lifz: of - grace to our foules ; 
let all'give place to Chriſt , that Chriſt may have the fall 
| poſſeſſion. of us, and worke ett-ually within us. 2 Let 


\L 


| ck — — - 


| Man off ring himſelfe to Chrit, Mangexalting (riff, 53 | 
it appeare that Chriſt is welcome by our germ/oing our | By gar | 
hearts with all ſpirituall ornaments, le, and fit for the | ing *be heart 
entertaining of Chriſt, putting our hearts into ſuch a gra- 
cious frame and temper, that Chriſt may take pleaſure in 
us ; The gate of the Tabernacle was very coſtly and glo- | 
rious, having a hanging made for it ! of blew, purple, char- I=*09 25. 
let, and fine twined linnen wrought With needlc-worke, the pil- | $6,37- 
lars for the hangings being overlaid with gold , and their | | 
hookes of gold , to ſhadow out, and fignific the making ' 
glorious of the hearts of Gods clect by faith, and other gifts | wes 'Y 
of the Sparit, to cntcrtaine Chriſt the glorious King. 3- Make | 5 Þ oftcring | 
| 
[ 


Chriſts welcome apparant, by offering your ſelves to Chrilt ; —_—— 


{ Mat. 2,410,101. 


the wiſe men rejoyced in Chrilts comming, and they fell 
downe and worithipped him, opencd their treaſures, and 
* preſented to him pA gold, frankincenſe, and myrrb. 1 hus | 
let us re juyce in Chrilt comming in the Golpell, fall 
downe before him , make the whole man vaile and {toop | 
to Chriſt, and to him let us offer the gold of a pure heart, 
the frankincen/e of holy and humble prayer; and the myrrh | 
of patient ſuff-ring, and bearing Chriſts- croſſe; to him let | 

us. yeeld, qur + bodies, ſoules , and all our ſubltance , as a |4 Rom. 12.1, | 


holy and acceptable ficrifice, 4. Manifeſt every man Chriſts ony ona 
pow pdt by mon Chriſt above every thing in your |; 5... 6.14, 
heart , doe not ſet him as Jeſſe did David » behinde the 


ewes, but fet him as Pharach did Foſeph, above all his Nobles, 
and over all bis land ; allow him univerſall and abſolute | | 
jurisdiction oyer the whole man, cut off whatſoever: doth 

rebell againſt him. 5. Declare Chriſts welcome by yoar | 5 By Love, 
love to him, as to the bridegroome of your ſoules; by your Faith, confor- 
aith and dependance upon him, as apon your onely rocke, 977 22d 3c 
and ſure foundation ; by your full and chrough-conforming I © Hee: 
your ſclves to his ſtatutes and teſtimonics, as to that which 

1s the light of your feet, the lanthorne of yoar paths, and | 

the delight of your ſoules, and by a holy and graciexs ac- | 
quie/cence in Chriſt , as in the Counſellor in whom 18 all 
wiſedome to dire& ; as in the King, na whom is all an- | | 
thority to command ; as in the rocke, in whom is all | 
ſtrength to ſupport z as in the fountaine, in whom is all | \ 


n_ ————— - —_-L2 —_—_  —-—— - - ——— — = — ———— 


! 


| Wane of jayſul 


receiving 


1. Want of 
knowledge, 


8 Prov. 10. 


:.\Vant of 
Love. 


Knowledge and love to (brift. 


Yon renee nan my RE 
| fulnef to fatisfie us, Chriſt will not be plcaſed with a =] 


| 


Cirf} thewes, ' if we rejoyce not int Chit comming in the Gofyell ; the | 


| 


ball , he will have a reall entertainment ; with Fadu to! 
kifſ: Chriſt with 'our lips , outwardly to give him faire | 
wotds, and ſecretly to/ nouriſh treafon and rebellion in our 
hearts againſt him, is a curſed welcome. -With 7244 to 
falute C with one hand; and ſtab him with another 
hand, as 7oab at onee faluted and New Abner, to filute! 
Chriſt by an outward and open profeſſion, and to ſtab him”| 
by a corrupt and diffolute converſation is very unfeemly, | 
ſhatncfall, and diſhonourable for any Chriſtian. Let there- 
fore out ſpiritnall, univerſall, cheerfull and- conſtant ſab 2- | 
Rion unto Chriſt declare the truth and joy of Chriſts wel- | 
come unto us. 6 C54! | 

If we rejoyce not in Chriſt, if Chriſt comming in the 
Goſpcll be not welcame, Where is' oor knowledge of Chriſt | 


' 


blind eye hath no joy in the*Sanne, bur to the ſeeing eye | 
the light is ſreer,, and it is a pleaſant thing to behold the | 
Sunne ; to the ignorant Chriſt is nothing joytull, but to! 
theny that: have the eyes of their -underſtanding opened, 
Chriſt is very pleafant, he'is in their eye the faireſt 'of ren 
thouſand , to them the: knowledge of Chriſt is pleaſant, te 
him that knowes'the Wiſedowe of Chriſt ſhining into his 
heart, and making him wiſe unto falvation, to him that 
knowes the dearh of -Chriſt , mortifping his Juſts and cor- 
rapt '«&:Jions,, ' the reſaarettion of Chrilt fpiritually re- 
viving 'and quickning him, to him that knowes the righ- 
tronſueſſe of Chriſts cloathing, and juſtifying him , to hun 
that knowes the blefi+d preſence of Chriſtencouraging him, 
to him rhat knowes the - a/-ſwſſiciency of Chriſt ſ:tisfying | 
bim, to him that knowes the gracions diffen/ari- us of | 
Chriſt, miniſtring the ſence of his love and peace to him ; 
to that man Chriſt is welcome in the Goſpel. Mans ignorance | 
deprives him of all Chriſts comforts. | 

2. Where is onr love to Ch iſt, if Chriſt be not welcome > | 
David loved Jonathan, and Fonathan was very pleaſant to | 
him. Old acob loved Fofeph, and bis Firir revived when | 
he aw the waggons which 7ofeph had ſent, he was very | 
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K noWledge and love to Chriſt,  Faithin Chriſt, | 5 

glad that Joſeph was alive, 1 will goe- (faith he) and ſee | 
im before } dye 3 Chriſt is very pleaſant ta bim that loves 

him, it is a reviving of heart to ſach a man to heare of | 

Chriſt, he will furcly goe, and fee Chriſt mn the Goſpell; 

Love to Chriſt , and joy in Chriſt arc inſeparable compa- 

nions , in all the friends of Chriſt. David was a man of | 

love to God, a man of {weet and ſtrong aff:Rions x: He | 

uſeth many feeling and lively expreſſions hercof, and his | 

joy wzs ſutable to his love ; he was 4 glad 19 goe wp to the 4Ph! 122.1, 

| houſe of the Lord, he rejoyced in prayfing God, « My tips © 71-23» 
ſhall greatly reioyce when I ſing unto thee : He rejoyced in | 

| viſiting the bouſe of God, he went-to the houſe of God | 

| With he woice of ioy and praiſe, with the mulrirude that / PAl.4: 4. 

kept holy day ; He rejoyced in the underſtanding, medi- | 

tation, and ſervice of God ; he rejoyced m the Way of Gods 


that doth not rczoyce in Chriſt ; he is no lover,that 1s not 
a joyfull receiver.of Chriſt in the Goſpell : His pretence | 
and profeſſion of love is not reall, but counterfeit and hy- | 
\pocriticall. How canſt thow ſay thow loveſt me (laid Dalilab 
once to Sampſon) " when thy beart 14 not With me, Thus 
how can man fay he loves Chriſt, when his heart, the joy | 
[and delight of his heart is not with Chriſt ; bow is it ho | 
(ible man can love Chriſt, and yet Chriſt be unwelcome ; 
Chrilts unwelomnefſe to man in his Golpell , pro- 
claimes the enmity of mans heart againſt him. | 
Where is our faith in Chriſt, if Chriſt benot welcome ? {9 of 
doe we chuſe and fiogle out Chriſt to our {clves, tobe our | 
Mediatour and Saviour ? Doe we build on Chriſt as on a 
k- rocke ? Dos we apprehend and take Chriſt by the | 
{hand of faith into a ſpirituall wedlecke, as the husband of 
+ otr ſoules ? Doe we make Chriſt our treaſure, our crowns, 
/-our royall roabe of righteouſnefſe ?. Doe, we by the bucket 
| of faith draw waters of falv:tion out of Chrift, as out of a 
| living fountaine ? and yet not rejoyce in Chriſt , not vid | 
| him goyfully welcome, it is impoſſible : A beleeving ap- | 
prehenhion is comfortable, an unbelceving ' appreheulion | 
miniſters no rejoycing. It is recorded of F4cob,that his ſons | 
H 4 | tel- 


b ludz.:6.1g. 


teſtimonies as much 4s in all riches, He is no friend of Chriſt £ + Rory 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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4 Want of pri+ 
cing Chriſt, 


| 
$s. Want of. re- 
| lidyag Chriſt, 


T4 Gen 27.4. 
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! Cant.1,3. 


(of Chriſts life and ki , hearing him preached in the. 
Goſpell, as the Author of life, and King of Kings, ond. 
Lord of and glorious things ſpoken 


Pricing of Chriſt,  Chritt a ſweet reliſh, 
telling him 'js yet alive, and'he is Governour over | 
all the land of Egypt. Fecobs heart fainted , for be » belee- | 


ved them not, afterwards beleeving, he much rejoyced ; but / 
now, not beleeving, his heart fainted. Thus man hearing | 


' Lords, hearing _ 

of Chriſt, and his heart inting, his ſoule fad, dull, trou- 
bled, and hot ſolaced with it, that man beleeves not, for the | 
foule is filled with alt ivy w_m_ 

Whers is otr pricing of Chrilt ?* He that doth not re- 
joyce in- C hrift coming in the Goſpell, hath a very low | 
eſteeme- of Chriſt : The - Spouſe had a high eſteeme of 
Chriſt Carpaſſing all (creatures, and her ſoule was raviſhed | 
with love t6 hmm, and with joy in him : The Merchant 
in the parable prized-the e above all that he had, and | 
as he highly prized it; ſo he was-glad when he found it : 1 
Di4 we prize Chriſt as the hungry-prizeth food, the fcke 
healch, the captive- liberty, the rich his treaſure, the King | 
| his crowne ; we could not but rejeyce in Chriſts com- | 
ming, as people in a famine rejoyce in the comming of the 
harveſt, ſicke men in reſtoration of health; captives in a Ju- 
' bilec, and the rich in his treaſare ; the true valuing of 
Chriſt makes his- commiag in the Goſpel matter of more : 
rejoycing , then the comming of -all the fulncfſe of the | 
world, 

Where is our ?affe and reliſh, our fence and feeling of 
Chriſt, ifwe rejoyce not in Chriſt comming in the Gol | 
pell ; the taſte of wine rejoyceth the thirſty, the taſte of 

' meat rejoyceth- the hungry : He that hathno joy in-Chriſt, | 
| hath no taſte of Chriſt ; Chriſt is not unto him as 1/aachs | 
veniſon was to him, * ſavoury meat which his ſouke loved. The | 
things of God are unſavoury unto ſuch ; but the ſoule which | 
doth rellifh Chriſt, which taſteth how good Chrilt is, doth 

abundantly rejoyce in Chrift'; to him Chriſts ' good oynr.. | 
| ments, his ſaving gifts and graces, are ſavory, are taſted, 
\rxtanty felt, ike good oyntments, with great joy and re- 


vivement of heart ; and his wame is as an oyntment pany | 
orth 
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Clrifts comming. 


_ . 


; Joy at | $57 
[rn the doarine of his grace, the name of his wiſcdome, 
in oqoning his fa counſ:ll ; the name of his merit, ja | 
purchaſing mans {:lvation ; the riame of his mercy, in par- | 


doning mans finne ; the name of his rightcouſacfie, in juſti- | 
fying mans ſoule ;-the name of his love, 1n embracing and ſo- | 
lacing mans heart ; this is an oyntmene-powred out, this in 
the preaching of the Goſpell caſteth a ſweet ſayour, as oynt- 
ment doth in the p_ forth, as the breaking of the boxe 
of oyntment in the Goſpell, and powring it upon Chriſts | 
head, filled the houſe with the ® /avoy thereof 1 ſothe opes | m Air 14.9. 
| ning of Chrift in the Golpell, giveth a ſweet favour to the | lob. 12.4, 
hearts of all Chriſtians. true receivers of Chriſt find a 
very ſweet, and bleſſed, a very gracious and ſoule-refreſhing 
taſte in Chriſt, | 
And as we profcſſe our ſelves to be ſchollers in Chriſts | Toy in Chris 
ſchoole, ſervants in Chriſts family, members in Chriſts body, | <2mming pers) 
ſubje&s, fi iends, and Spouſe of Chriſt ; o let us re joyce in the | "4&4 
comming of Chriſt in his Goſpell, as a !r«veley rejoyceth 
in the comming of the Sunne to guide him, as the ſabief? re- 
joyecth in the comming of'the King to henour him, as the 
captive rejoyceth in the comming of the ranſomer to free \ 
him, as the ficke rejoyceth in the comming of the Phyſitian 
to cure him, as the childe rejoyeeth inthe comming of the | 
nurſe to feed him, and as the ride rejoycethin the comming 
of the bridegroome to marry her : In him let us rejoyce, 
as in the Swncnlightening us, as in the friend ſolacing us, as 
in the ſed defending us, as inthe King honouring us, as in 
the rreaſwre enriching us, as in the jewell adorning us, as in 
the fountaine filling us, and as in the paradi/e of our moſt 
choiſe and j- mn 6 gr ; and inthe joy of our foules 
3 alora he that commeth in the name of the 
Lord, | 


CHAP, 
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Welfare 2nd 
exaltation of 


_— de- 


Det, 


Chriſt and his | ming, butalſo by wa of exoptation and wel-wiſhing, hear- 


Advancement of Clriſht Goffelland Kingdome defired, | 
Dutt n 2 0/262 48 comer Aer 
| 
| 
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| 

| Avid did not onely rejoyce in the Arke , and dance 
| before it in teſtimon his joy , but did alſo ere 
; and fect it up in the » midf of the Tabernacle : Every man | 
| that doth indeed rejoyce in Chriſt , exery man to whom 
Chriſt is truly welcome, doth delire and endeavour the cx- 
altation of Chriſt, the ſetting up of Chriſts kingdoine, the 
welfare of Chriſt and his Goſpell ; therefore the p.o lc 
here ſay, Bleſſed is he that commeth in the name of the Lord ; 
not fonly by way of exal/tation and rejuycing in Chriſts com- 


qa 


tily deſiring the welfare and proſperity of Chriſt, his king- 
dome, and. Goſpell, 8 efſed be he ; furniſhed be he, with the 
| greateſt and choiſeſt wiſedome, rightcouſneſſe, prudenct , 
| mercy, power , fortitude, and courage for the adminiſtra 
tion of his kingdome and people ; ſucceſſſal be he, in the 
promuly ation and poaching of his Goſpel! , in the guberna- 
rion of his Church and children, in th- pn of all ad- 
pn wers ; victorious be he in the ſubzugation and 
| —_ of /his enemies ; g/ori04 be he in the converſion 
1 


of ſinners, in the mulriplication and increaſe of his holy and 
ſubjeRts ; beavtifall and amiable be he, in the eyes of | 
all perſons ; Let his Goſpell ſhine like the Sun from the | 
| one end of heaven unto-the other ; Let his name be as an | 
| oyntment powred out, caſting a ſweet ſmell throughout 
| this great houſe of the world ; to him let all the Kings 
' and kingdomes of the earth vaile and ſtoop , become truly 
| obedient and ſubjeR. This is the prayer, deſire, and endea- 
w_- of all that rejoyce in Chriſt aright, . teaching us, 
That, 
| It s the duty of all people unfainedly to deſire, and earneſtly 
to 
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| ſhip, and oy variety of gifts and preſents making their 


| yours to make the name of Chriſt glorious. This was fore- | 


tray acknowledge and reccive him as their Lord, they | 


Advancement of C triſti Goipell and K ingdome deſired. - \ 9 | 
to endeavour the welfare, promotion, and adbactemens of ('briſt, | 


his ſpirituall king dome and Gofpell, David and ® all the houſe þ 2 Sa7,6, 15,! 
of 1ſrac] joyned togetFer jn erecting and ſetting up the Arke | 
in the Tabernacle, Kings and SubjeAs, Maſters and fer- 
vants, parents and children, the people of every c:lling and | 

condition ſhould unite their fqrces, their hcarts 8nd hands, | | 
their counſels and tongues, their af:Aions and endeavours | 

to ſet up Chriſt, to adyance his Gofpell, to hononr and en- 

large his kingdoime : This was ſhadowed in the building 

of th: Temple ; to the building thereof concurred: Sots- | 

mon and his fervants, Hyram of T 5rw9, and the Sydonians, | P * King,6. 
who did hew the timber for it ; co the building of the 
Ch: rch of Chriſt, ts the ſetting up of Chriſt and his Gof- 
pell, there ſhould be an univerſal, unanimous, full and 
fwect concurrence of men of all nations, of Kings and ſab- 
jeas, of Lords and fervants, of Miniſters and- people, every 
man in the place and calling wherein God hath ſet him, 
according to the gift and 'endowment which God 
hath beſtowed on him, muſt concurre in his prayers 
and endeavours, to advance the honour and kingdome of 
Chriſt Jc<{us, This was alfo figured in the neighbouring | 
Kings payment of tribute unto Solomon, deſiring his friend- 


of the earth to heare his wiſedome ; the whole as in a (ha- 
dow, preſignifying mens payment of the ſpiriruall tribute, 
of feare und revercnce, faith and obedience, love and thank- 
Elnefſe. unto Chriſt ; _ thcir entring into a Covenant of 
peace with Chriſt, their ſecking of the love and friendſhip 
of Chriſt, their attendance upon the Gofpell to heare and 
learnc Chriſts wiſedome, their dedication of themſelves 
and their ſabſtance to the ſervice of Chriſt, their ſpirituall 
ful j-Rion unto Chriſt, and their holy and gracious endeas 


| 

| 

| 

peace with him, All people comming from all the Kings | 
| 

| 

41 


told by the Pſalmiſt, 4 they thar dwell in the Wildermeſſe ſhall | q POL.7 3.9. £1 
bow before him, and his enemies hall licke the duſt, they (ball | 
humble themſelves under the mighty band of Chriſt, they | 


(ball! < 
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the of the Lord 
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Advancement of Chriits Kingdome and Goel! defired, 
ſhall 'feare and reverence him as their King, they ſhall vaile 
and bow to his ſceptcr, they ſhall put themſclves and all | 
that js theirs under Chriſt, they (hall give themſelves to | 
the cxaltation and ſetting up of Chriſt : The King: of Tha-| 
fis and of the Iſles ſhall bring preſents, the Kings of Sheba and | 
| Seba ſball offer gifts ; they hall coalccrate their abilitics | 
to Chriſts ſervice, they ſhall communicate of their ſubs * 
ſtance to the maintenanne of Chriſts Church and Mini- / 
ſters, to the preſervation and increaſe of Chriſts kingdome, | 
All K ings ſball fall downe before him, all nations ſball ſerve 
him, All Chal adore and ſerve him as their King, all ſhall 
exalt and honour him, as loyall ſubjeAs their beavenly So- | 
veraigne ; all form from the highctt to the loweſt muſt ' 
ſerve the Lord Jeſus, and ſtudy to make him glorious ; | 

works obedience in the hearts of Princes, as well 
as-in the hearts of 4 omg peed 
did obcyſance unto in his vihon ; Kings as well as 
infcriour perſons, ri obcyſance un'o Chriſt under his A) 
dome and Goſpell. The * fowre and twenty Elders in Saint | 
Fobns viſion, fell downe before him that ſate on the throne, and 
wor ſhip him that liveth for ever and ever, and caſt their crownes | 
before the throne. Godly Kings and Governours caſt their | 


to the maintehance of the Goſpell, and Chriſts | 
, they ſhall dedicate their earthly abundance | 


' Lord, they ſball be very induſtrious and ſtudious to make | 
| Jeſus glorious. The ſonnes of fran- | 


| 
877 | 


} 
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Welfare of Geiple defred andendeavenred, = 


| and fellow-helpers in thy worke, and their Kings ſpall mi- | 
iffer wnto thee ,” ſhall ſerve Chriſt and labout wettare | 

his Charch. and kingdome. The glory of Lebanon hall 
come to thee, there is nothing ſo excellent which ſhall not | 
put it ſelfe under Chriſt, and be raade ſerviceable to his | 
Goſpell and kingdome ; and thus our Saviour taught hig ' 


Goſpell might be preached, and men filled with the light 
thereof, As the aire is filled with light upen the com- | 
ming of the Sunne; that the Holy-Ghoſt might be powred | 
* | out, and the hearts of men inſpired with the knowledge, 
| | love avd obedience of the truth ; that all the luſts of men, 
the impediments of Gods gracious kingdoie in the ſoule 
| of man might be crucified , and utterly extin& ; and that 
| God might univerſally, ſpiritually, ind fully reigne in the 
| hearts of men; all the weapons of their rebellion laid afide, 
' and their ſoules brought into a gracious ſubjetion ; and 
'it is the Apoſtles charge, pray that the word of the Lord may 
| *rws., have a free and a 6s 
| Sun,ſhiniog to all the corners of the world , and running 
| as the rivers, to water the carth, and 5e Slorifedby the pure 
and powerfull preaching of it, by the holy ang gracious 
wicking of it , by the ready and cheerfull entertainment 
; of it, and by the: holy and humble ſubjeAion of the ſoules 
of men under it : Mans obedicnce makes the word 
| very glorious, and the free and ſpecdy paſhage, and power- 
full working of the Gofpell, ſhould be carneſtly prayed 
| for by the Lords people ; this is the charer on which Chriſt 
'rideth in ſpirituall triumph ; this is the /cepter by which 
he ſwayeth in the ſoules of his choſen, and the welfare of 
this doe all the friends and welwiſhers of Chriſt much de- 


won thy thigh(faith the Plalmiſt in the perſon: of the faith» 

unto Chrit)o woſt mighty, ſhew thy ſelfe in thy word 
and Goſpell like a mighty may of warre , fully armed, to 
mortihe the luſts, to humble the foules, and to bring into 
ſubjeion all the thoughts of thy ſervants, and doe this | 


in 1 
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gers hall build ap. thy wats, become members in, thy houſes | 
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fire, and with great carneſtnefſe endeavour,  gird thy frord ® Plal,4 5-3 


—— 


Diſciples to pray, that wr) hingdome might * rome, that the | * M2t. 6.19, | 


dic paſſage, running as the | ,, T6,g;;.:. 


{ 


x Plal1r2:.9. 


1.Grounds,of 
this truth, 


—— 


1.Coyenant, of 


| _ hereth home the (heep by his veice ; for the hea- 


_— 
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in thy glery and in thy maicfty, EA 
| 


full, and glorious, by the powerfull and gracious effects 
| of thy Goſpell, and in thy Taajeſty ride upon the word of 
truth, the Goſpell of falvation, profþeronſly. : Be thou ſuc- 


| ceſſcull inthe preaching: of the Golpell, tor the ſpeedy and | | 


unjverſall manifeſtation of it to all people, for the profli- | 
' gating and putting to flight of all falſe derines and cor- | 
' rupt worſhip , as the Sunne doth diſpell the cloods, and 
| Aarons rod dovegiad the ——_ ſerpents ; for the reclai- | 
' ming and gathering home the ſoules of men, - as the (hep- 


of the diſcaſed foules of men, as Betherda healed the 


| diſeaſed bodics ; for the letting up of thy throne in their | | 


hearts to raigne and rule within them, as a King reigneth | 
in his Throne. Chriſts bleſſed ſacceſſe in the miniſtery of 
| the Golfpell, is both the wiſh and prayer, joy and laboor 
of all that love him, He is a very ſtranger to Chriſts king- 
dome that ſeekes not Chriſts exaltation, The true mem- 
bers of Chriſt preferre the welfare of Chriſts Church, king- | 
| dome, and Goſpell, above the welfare of their owne cltate | 
| and perſon, As the arme lifteth up it ſclfe to reccive the | 
blow, rather then it (hall fall u»on the head ; ſuch as clear- 
CIInne and truly taſte Chrift in the Goſpell, are very 

icitous to uphold Chriſts kingdome , and propagate his 
| Goſpell © * Becauſe of the bauſe of the Lord our God ] will 
fethe thy good, faith David to Jeruſalem , becauſe the Yo» | 
arine of falvation is there publiſhed, the worſhip of God 
there erected, and God there manifeſted and made knowne : 
I will ſeeke thy good, I will endcavour thy ſafety, 1 will 
doe what in me lies to uphold the doctrine there taught, 
and the worſhip there eſtabliſhed : I will ſceke the good 
thereof by praycr and ſupplication, by advice and counſel], | 


by communicating whatſoever is behoofull, either for the 


ſapportation, honour, or comfort of it. A good man will | 
not willingly keep backe any thing which nay tend to the | 
— ow oh of Chriſt,his Goſpcll,and kingdome ; and thus it | 
oughtto be, 

| 2, In regard of the Covenant between us and Chriſt, 


we 


_——_—— A OC As 


| 


| 


em 
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Coon between Chriſt and Mas. *% \ 
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we are baptized into the 7 name of Chriſt ; into the faith » Mar 28.19. 
| of Chriſt , to beleeve in him as the authour of our falva- 
| yon ; into the religion of Chriſt, to adore and worthip him 


as or ſpiritaall and heavenly Soveraigne ; into the dottrine 
of Chriſt, to learne him as the truth is in him, to hearc 
him as the great Pr and Door of his Church ; into | 
the profeſſion of Chrilt, openly declating our hope and cx- | 
peRation of falvation by Chriſt, our ſabj<Aion nnder Chriſt, ; 


| and our dependance upon Chriſt ; into the /ervice of Chrilt, 


| being dedicate and fet apart by Baptiſme unto Chriſt , as 


| miniſter ſalvation to them, theiv father to make proviſion 
| for them, to communicate the ſence of my love unto them, 
| and their portion to fatisfic them ; and they ſhall be my 


| 


: 


— 


| 


his peculiar le, to adore and ſ:rye him, tohonour and | 
exalt him ; and into the death of Chriſt ,' receiving Bap- | 
tiſme as a teſtimony of imortification, and as an inſtrument | 
of the Holy-Ghoſt , for the extinguiſhing and killing of 
finne by the death, and for the quickning of our ſoules by 
the reſurre&tion of Chriſt, to the end that we who live 
ſhould live no more unto our ſelves but unto Chriſt : This 
is the tenovr of the Covenant which the Lord himſelfe ut- 

red by the mouth of the Prophet , / * will be their God, 
I will be their King to command them, their counſellor to | 
guide them, their ſhield to defend them, their Saviour to 


people, the ſchollers of my ichoole to learne my will, the 
ſabjzets of my kingdome to henour and exalt me , the 
ſervants of my family to obey and ſerve me, and the bride | 
of my delight to love me, and to bring forth fruit to 
me, By vertnc of the Covenant between us and Chriſt, 
our names are given unto Chriſt, as ſouldiers to tl;cir Cap- 
taine, to fight for Chriſt ; as ſubjes to their Soveraigne, 
to exalt and magnifie the name of Chriſt, to labour the 
welfare and henour of the kingdome of Chriſt. A5ner en- 
tring into Covenant with Darid, * went forth to brin 
about all 1fael unto D4v4, to exalt and ſet up David, an 
to increaſe the kingdome of David Thus man being cn- 
tred intro Covenant with Chrift maſt bring himlzlfe , and | 
all that is his, and all other peopſe, fo much as in him 
lies 
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lies into ſubjeAlon unto Chriſt, he muſt te the utmoſt of his 
power, labour the exaltation of Chriſt and his kingdome; 


ſacred promiſe, as labour not the exaltation of Chriſts king- 
dome and Gofple, 

2, Relation, _ | + 2, Inregard of the Relarion het wixt us and Chriſt,Chriſt 

| is the King and we the Subjeas; Chrilt is the Lord and 

we the Servants; Chriſt is the Head and wee the mem- 

bers : Chriſt is the Bridegroome and we thc Bride ; true 

»; Sam. 11.13 | Subjects endeayour the honour of «their King and King- 

| dome, Sawls Subjes would put to death all them who 

| Would not have Sax/ to rejigne over them. Davids Sith. 

| jeRs preferred him above themſclvs, endeavoured his (ate. 

c 3 Sam. 18.3, | iy, put themſelves in hazard to fafegard him, accounted 

him worth ten theuſmnd of themſelves ; the members ſup- 

! port and beare up the head, imploy all their ſtrength m 

; the defence and Sun: of the head ; good ſervants labour 

| their Maſters honour and welfare ; Thy ſervants laid Davide 

(4: Sam.15.15 | men to him, 4 are ready to doe whatſoever my Lord the 

King ſtat appoint, and the (entwrian could fay of his fer- 

; vant, Doe this and be doth it : And the faithfull Spouſe 


Uine by the ſides of his houle, and her children like Olive 
plants round about his Table, a great honour, a cron nz as 
Salomon farth to her husband; thus muſt we by vertue of 
that Relation which is betwixt us and Chriſt, as loyall 
ſubz<Rts mortific and put to death, whatfoever doth in 
us oppoſe Chrilts honour and dominion, cxalt Chriſt and 
his Goſþle above our ſelves, our caſe, proht, or credit ; ex- 
poſc our ſelves to all dithculties, dangers and inconvenien- 
ces amongſt men, for the magnifying of Chriſts name,and 
the welfare of Chriſts Goſple ; as good ſervants be ready 
| to doe whatſoever Chriſt (hall appoint us for the making 
of him glorious; as true and living members of Chriſts my- | 
|ſticall body, we muſt put our ſelves under Chrilt, bearc up 
| Chriſt and make him conſpicuous in the cycs of others, and 
[like a chaſte Spouſe bring forth all our truite unto Chriſt, 
/ endeavouring to the atmalt of our power the welfarc 


of 
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ws, 


| 64 | Relate ro (rift per ſmaded, Pp Labour fo Chriſht welfare, | 


ſuch men are very regardleſſe of their holy covenant and | 


brings forth children to her husband, ſhe was a fmnirefull 
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of Chriſts kingdome and ( oſpell, \nch men are altogether | 
wmindfull of their relation unto Chriſt, who defire not, | 


| who labour not the proſperity of the Geipell and kingdome | 


| 


| 1, hnfts intc- 


of Chrift, 
3. In regard of Chriſts intereft in us, We are not our 
| owne, but Chriſts, as ſometimes the King of Syria faid to 


the King of 1frael, thy filver and thy gold 1s" mine, thy Wives | 


F. 11 3 US 


e Pig 20.3:4 | 


' alſo and thy children, even the geodbiejt are mine, Thus may | 


Chriſt fay to us, thy body and thy ſcule, thy wife and thy 
children, thy gold and thy ſilver, thy lands and thy livings, 


and whatfocuer thou haſt is mine ; and we muft anſwer | 
25 the King of 1fracl did, Aſy Lord, O King, I am thine, 
, and all that I have. This the Lord claimeth by the mouth | 


| of the Prophct : Now thus farth the Lord that created 
thee O Jacob, and that formed thee © Iſracl, I have redee- 
med thee,I have called thee by thy name, * rbaw are mine, 


my choſen veſſell, my redeemer , and ſfnQified one, my | 


| childe, my ſervant, my jewell, and the Zoyds : portion (fait 
| CAloſes) w hu people, acob ut the Lot of bus inheritance ; He 


| hath ſeparated and taken us unto himſelfe, to be his Pe Cu- | 


[liar people , whom he loves, in whom he delights, and 


|to whom we muſt bring forth all our fruit, and te unto | 


| him whatſoever we re, as a portion or inheritance, is all 


e 
z! 
« 


that it is to him that ownes it ; and Chriſts we are in- 
deed, by Þ donation, We ate given unto him from eternity 
in the decree of Gods ele&ion ; by redemption, he hath 
bought ns with a price z by vocation he called us out of 
darkneſſe into a marvellous light, and hath made us a peculiar 
people to himſelfe, and alſo by way of ſpirituall Conjunttion 


| 
| 


: 


| 
| 


| 


and wedlocke, We are cfpouſed unto Chrift, and are til:d 
i his wife, And a; we are Chrilts, ſo we muſt be for Chriſt, 
fo we muſt ſeeke the profperity of Chriſts kinzdome, and 
adv-necement of his Gofpell ; * Thine are We © Pavidgand 
on thy ſide, thow ſonne of Feſſe, ſaid Amaſ/aito Davil, peace, 
peace be rnto thee, and peace be wnto thine helpers, Thus muſt 
we fay unto Chriſt, thine are we O Chriſt, and on thy 
ſide O Sonne of God, peace, peace, all welfare and proſyee 
rity be to thee, and thy — ſucceſkfull be = 11- 
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| E xatlion of Goſpel, Subverſ1on of Satas. METY | 


bours and un all them that are thy miniſeriall | 
and underhelpers. This is urged as a fruit and efe& of 
Chriſts intereſt in us, | #e are bought (ſiith the Apoſtl: ) 
With 4 price, therefore l:t us glorifie God in our bodies and 
in our Spirits ; and againe Chrilt hath died, that wee | 
| who live , ſhould not henceforth live unto owr ſelves , but to. 
' bim who dicd for us, and roſe againe, That man doth not ' 
| well confider Chriſts intereſt in hin, who puts not him- 
ſelfe and all that is his upon Chriſts ſervice. He is doubt-! 
leſſe a ſtranger to the elhcacy and fruit of the worke of. 
; Chriſts redemption , who doth not throughly apply him- 
{te tothe ſetting up of Chriſt and his Goſpell, 
\ 4, 1n regard of the Swbver/ion of Satan and. his king« 
dome, The fſcttin of the Arke was the fall of Dagens| 
the ſetting up of the houſe of David was the overthrow 
' of the houſe of Saw! ; the ſetting up of Chriſt, his King- 
dome, and Goſpell, is the overthrow of Satan, Where het 
' Goſpell, is preached, and Chriſt (ct up, Satan fa's like " /ight. 
' nino from heaven , his holds of fin arc overturacd, like the 
| wals of Jcricho at the blowing of the rammes hornes, | 
' There is no competition bztween the Devils kingdome, 
and ths powerfull preaching of the Goſpell. When D avid 
was once {ct upon the throne all Iſrael by degrees came 
abont, - left the houſe of Saw, and bowed unto Davids ſceps- | 
ter : Whea Chriſt is {:t upon. his Throne, cxalecd and lif- 
ted up in the preaching of the Gaſpell,. all that are or- | 
dained unto life com? about and ſtoop to Chriſt, they leave | 
the ſervice of ſtnne, Satan, and the world, and vaile to | 
Chriſts {cepter , they  Fxrue from darkn:ſſe to light, and from 
the power of Satan wnto God, When P lulip preached in Sa» 
maria , the Devils went out of many that were poſſ:ſled 
by them : The Lord hath ordained the miniſtery of the 
Goſpell to be the inſtrament and mcanes of the ruine of 
Satans kinzdom? ; and for this cauſz we {hould come our 
ſelves to Chriſt, and labour the welfare and increaſe of 
Chriſts Kingdome, that Satan the grand adverſary of our : 
ſoules, of our peace, of our ſalvation, may be overthrowne | * 
| and troden wxder ® foot, and hare no more place | in leayen,' 
in 
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Setting up of Chriſt, Glory of (burch. 


in the Church of God, inthe hearts of the people of God, 
but be 9 caff owt, as a ſtrong man bound is put out of his | q 10b.12-;2, 
houſe, and a King yanquiſhed and overcome is caſt out of 


his Kingdeme : He is no true ſubje& unte Chriſt, that en- 


deavoors not the ſubverſion of Satan and his kingdome, that : 
Chriſt alone may raigne, and have compleat dominion over 


(rowne, and dignity of God: 
{harch, and people, The ſetting up of Chriſt, his Goſpell, | 
the Church of God ; the | 
appearance and fhining of the Sunne in the fulneſſe of his | 


Gods Church and pcople, 
5. In regard of the Glory, 


and kingdome, is the glor 


beauty is the glory of the world ; the preſence of the Arke 
was the * glory of 1Urael, being a witneſſe of Gods 
ous preſence among them , the Lord there giving forth his 
otacles, and hearing the prayers of his people. Thus the 
preſence, appearance,and bright ſhining of Chriſt the Sun 
of Righteovineſſe in the Goſpell, is the glory of the Church, 
Where Chriſt is in the ll, there God 1s graciouſly pre- 
ſent, c_ manifeſting himſclfe to meas underſtanding, 
and mercifully hearing and anſwering the prayers of his 


people, and the place where the ordinances of God are, 


where the Gefpell is publiſhed, and the myſteries of Gods 
Kingdome opened, is called rhe habitation 'of his houſe, and 
the place where his honor dwelleth. The Lord doth cyer ſhew 
himſclfe very glorious to the ſoules of his ſervants, in the 
uſe of his ordinances ; and vouchſafes great honour to the 
people, in _ up his Goſpell and Kingdome among 
them ; and therefore the Church of God is called the * g/o- 
riow reſt of Chrift, becauſe Chriſt by his Goſpell, and by 


his love and grace doth reſt there ; that place js of all pla- 
ces moſt glorious, which is the —_——_— reſting place | 
e multiplication of | 
ople, and aug- ! 
meritation of his ſonnes Kingdome, faith he » will glorifie * 16469-7,15. 


of Chriſt ; and the Lord foretelling t 
\ his Church, the increaſe of his faithfull 


the houſe of bis glory, and make his Church an eternall ex- 


cellency ; and therefore we ſhould mightily endeavour the | 


exaltation of Chriſt and his Goſpell, becauſe this is the! 
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Pe crowne, and glory * the Church : The cleare;full,' 
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Impiety of 
three ſorts 
opened. 
1.Non-regar- 
ders of welfare 


of Goſpell, 


w lob j; 9,6, 
,,bv. 


x Pal, 24-4 


y.Pal.zz.3, 


and open enjoyment of Chrift/ia the Goſpell, is the prime 
1gno:ninious, whatſocver be their outward abundance, who 


regardleiſ: of the honour, dignity, and glory of Gods Charch 
and people, who labours not the cxaltation of Chrilt and his | 


ſure nor delight in the hy 


Notto regard wulfare of f Goſpel ' very evil 


glory of any place or p2ople, Such people arc very bat: and 


enjoy not Chriſt in his ordinance; that man is altogether 


Goſpell, 


CHaP, i X+ 


N this as in a glaſſe« we may with open face behold the 

great impiety and ſhamefull prophanenefle of three ſorts 
of men, 1. Such as have no regard, nor defire nnto, no plea- 
ity and Welfare of ( briits King- 
dome and Geifel : Like Gallo, they care for none of thete 
things, it is a matter indifferent unto them,. whether the 
ay "uy fiake or (wim , whither Chriſts Kingdome ſtand 
or fall, flouriſh or wither ; the Lord faith. of the wilde 
Aſſe. w 1 have made the wilderneſs his howſe, and the bar- 
ru land bu me + He ſeorneth the multitude of the 
(ty, neither regardath be the erying of the aviver \ 
Pange of the wonntainet 4 Ws paſture, and be ſoars 
eheth after every greene thing : Such wilde Afſ's are theſe 
men, the wilderneflz of the world' is their habitation, e} 
regard not , they defire net with David to * dwell iu 7 


> 


> 


houſe of the Sm they delight in a barren land , where 


are no waters, and wels of falvation ; they regard not the 
y greens paſtures of holy and heavenly doQtrine, in which 
A Lond Gets the foukes of bi people : They thirlt not | 
after the ſtill waters of the Goſpell , and ſweet confolati- 
ons of the Spirit, with which God refreſheth the ſoules 
his children, they ſcorne the multitude of the citizens | 


2,2, 


_ _  pleg 


C—— 


the new Jcruſalem , the holy afſemblics of Gods peo- | 


OOO ES On TT OO, 


—_——_>__ 7 wo <0 — - 


The grounds of it; © ER 


— - * 


' to holincſſe; and from Satan unto Chriſt, the cot the | 
mountaines is their paſture, they ſecke no food for their | 
{oulcs but worldly vanities, they looke after no treaſure but 
carthly ſubſtance ; they care not what become of Chriſt 
and his Goſpell, if it goe well with them according to 
the world, The Harp and the Uioll, the Tabret and pipe. ;16s. 5,12, 
( faith the Lord by the Prophet ) and the wine are in their 
feaſts, but they regard wot the works of the Lord, neither con-\ 
ſider they the operation of bu hands, Such men arc blind, and ſee Grounes 0: 
not the beauties of Chriſt and his Goſpell, and therefore <1) \» 
'as it is a thing indifferent to the blind, whether the Sun 
' riſe or ſct, ſhine or be eclipſed : fo it is all one to theie 
| men, whether the Sunne of Rightcouſneſſe in the Goſpel, 
' rife or fer, ſhine or ſhine nor, they neither rejoyce at Chrilts | 
comming , or grieve at Chriſts departing, Such men are 
' wnſenſible of the want of Chriſt , and therefore. doe no; 
more regard Chriſts preſence in the Goſpell, then a dil- 
eaſed man that feeles not his ficknefſe, regards the pre» 
nee of a Phyfitian, Such men are earhly minded, alto»! 
gether taken up with the world, and therefore are uncapable 
of Chriſt, unable to relliſh any ſweetnefle in Clriſt, or to 
{ve bim any audience in his Goſpell. #//a# ſpake inoc«' 
ing) of Baa/, to his wor 1 Þ (Vy alond, for ew biking 8.19, 
God, tithey he #4 c—_ 44 povſning, ww iu 4 
Journey , Or prradurnture be fleeperh and muſt br iVaked ; and 1H 
' they cryed alond from the morning to the evening, but thave wat by, 
' welther woiee nov any to anſwer, nor any that regarded, We may 
truly lay of theſe, they are men, but they are either a talking of 
the world,or purſuing ef the world, with ſich earneſtnedle, or 
fallen into ſuch a finfull Neep and (lumber, that they cannot | 
heare;and though the Miniſter lift up his voice like a tramper, 
' and cry aloud; yet there is no voice, nor anſwer of fairl) 
| and obedience, nor any __ ſhewed by them ro Chriſt 


—. 


+2. ; .- 
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b Mat 12.30, 


dRev.3.16. 


2.Oppyfers of 
Golpell 
2 Sam,3.1. 


d Luk 1 9:1 4 
e Plal..z, 
Gruunds of 


oppoling the 
Golpell. 


-  ———  ——— ———__— — _ 


Gelfell oppoſed,  Groundr of i, 


| — his Goſpell : Such men are halting 1ſraclites, and luke- 
warms Laodiceans, void of all truc love to Chriſt, and far ' 
from all Chriſtian zcale for Chriſt. S9/o= reputed him no 
|nood citizen, who in a civill difſ=nſion riſen in the City | 


; [did adhere to neither party : Such as cleave not to Chriſt 


and the Goſpell in the difſention and oppoſition of the 
| world are notrue citizens of the new Jerufalem. He that i nor 
with me is againſt me({1ith Chriſt) he that ſtands not on Chriſts 
{ide ſtands on Satans fide, i he that ſerves not God ſerves 
' Mammon, he that hath not communion with Chriſt, hath 


- | communion with the world. Chriſt lookes upon all ſuch 


' as are not zealous for him, as on enemics againſt him, and. 
' he will ew thews owt of his mouth at laſt as foule abomina- 
tion. 
| 2, A fecond fort, are ſuch as oppoſe ("briſts Gofpell and 
| Kingdome. The houſe of Saw! made long war agamiſt the 
houſe of David. There is a family of prophane Saulites, 
' that make 4 continualt oppoſition againſt Ss Goſpell and 
| Kingdome of Chriſt, they wiff not have Chriſt rule over them, 
| they take © counſel againſt the Lord and bis Chrift , and fay, 
' come let_us breake their bonds afunder, and caft away tkcir 
cords from us. Some are /wperſtitions, and as the Philiſtines 
would not ſuff.r the Arke to ftand upon the right hand of 
their Dagon, no more will they fuff-r Chriſt and the Goſ- 
pell to have preheminence above their traditions and devi- 
{cs ; ſome are coverous, and as Feſſe ſet David behind the / 
ewes, {o dos theſ: men ſet Chritt and his word behind the | 
world, below their earthly rmployments, and undertakings ; 
fome arc «mbitzous, and as Foſephs brethren confpired againſt | 
him, becauſe they were loth to. vaile and bow to hin. | 
Thus proud men conſpire and combine againſt Chriſt and 
the Goſpecll , being loth to deny, and humble themſelves, | 
| and put their necks under Chriftts yoke ; ſome arc under | 
' the power of prophaneneſſe ; with Ahab they ſcil themſ:lves / 
| to comiit wickedneſſe, they are impatient of reproofs, | 
and therefore imprifon the Prophet of the Lord ; Chriſt | 
' comming in the power of his Goſpell is very uncomforta= 
| ble, and terrible to ſuch as are under the power of their cor- 
1 ruption 3 


| 
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Griefe at proſperity of Goſpeſl a great evill, 71 
4 ry ; ſome are prophancly iealows, leaſt the ſetting up of CET 
Chriſt and his Kingdome will crefle their profit, and ccliple | 
| their Lonour and. credit amongſt men ; and therefore they | 
leeke to lupprefie the Golpell,as * Sawd fought to ſupprefſe Da- (4; Sim 18 m 
vid ; This moved 8 Demetrius to accuſe Pard, and this cauſed & 19.1. 


| Herod (ecretly to plot the death of Chriſt.Chriſt and his Goſ- g A 19 14. | 


pcll have ever met with many oppolitions from the world, Þ Mat, a, 

3. A third ſort, are /uch as, grieve at the projferity and 3 G'1evers nt 
| Welſare of the Goipell and K ingdome of Chriſt, When Nebhe- "= a ot 
miah came to repaire the wals of Jeruſalem, Sanbalar the ; - A 
Horonite, and T obiah the Ammonite grieved ' exceedingly La 
that there was A man come to ſeeks the Welfare of the chile 
dren of [ſracl, It is a great gricte to-many ill atte&ted men; | 
that beare evill will to Sion, to heare/ that God raifethup 
any to repaire and build up Chriſts Church and Kingdome, ' 
toſecke the ſpirituall welfare of his children. The Ptalmiſt 
having mentioned and ſect forth the felicity and proſperity 
of the faithfull ſervants of Cod ; In the multiplication of ' 
their ſeed, in the increaſe of their wealth, in the Lords dil: | 
penſation of joy in heavineſle, of ſafety in dangers, of de- | 
liverance in diftrefſe's, of cxaltation after all oppolitions to ! 


fhall ſee ut and be grieved , he ball pnaſh With hu teeth, and | 

melt aWay, the deſire of the Wicked fail periſh. Wicked men 

are more gue at good mens proſperity , then at their | 

owne miſery, It is a ſure argument of raign'ng pro- | 
phanencſ to forrow for the weltare of the righteous, All 

| 1 Hamans honours and preferments availe him nothing while | 1 Hcſt, 5 x3. 
| he ſees AMordecai litting in the gate» Wicked men often ! 

| loſe the comfort cf all their owne earthly fulnefſe, whiles | 

| they bchold the proſperity and welfare of Geds Church 

and righteous ſervants : The cxaltation of Chriſts King- 

dome , and fowrhing of the Golſpell doth fill tame men | 

with ſuch vexation, that all their wealth, honours, aud | 

high places ſecane to them as nothing : No doubtit much. 

trroubled the Philiſtines to fee the m Arke of the Lord Zand 

upright, and Dagon brokento a ſtump. It is a great trou- | 
ble to many people to ſce the Kingdome of Chriſt itand, ' 

I 4 


m1 $5 In, 5.4: 5. 


and 
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Gods C hurch and children ; concludes thus,” The * wicked! þ pC:l.r12.10,' 
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| p48 King-1, 
| 44445, 45,47» 
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| 
n Ad.4.1.2. | 


0Revy.10,19' 


Admonitionto! 
ce up Cheriſts 
Kingdome and 
G 


pell, 


Ta ' and th: Goſpall to flouriſh, and the Dagon of ſap-rſtition, 
ulary , druakenneſl?, &c. dit; 


ell men nwſt exalt Chrifts Kingdome. = | 


= 


, ſhamed , and caſt to 
- the Pricſts, the Captaine of the Temple, and the 
were * grieved that —_— tanghr the pco- | 
ple, and preachzd through Icfus the refurre&ion from the 
dcad, -e\ the two Prophets in the Revclation are faid to 
© rorment them that dwell on the earth, The glorious ſhining 
of the Sunne is a trouble to: diſeaſed eyes, the bright and 
cleare ſhining of the troth is a torment Nor: and | 
uNgracious (Sales ; ſach as grieve not for their (in, grieve | 
at the Goſpell, the mcanes of mortifying fin ; ſach as moſt | 
rejoyce in ſuperſtition, prophanenefſe , and the vanitics of 
the world, are moſt grieved and troubled at the powerfull 
preaching of the Goſpell, © how great is mans blindneſſe ! 
how ſtrange is mans perverſeneſſe ! that he (honld be moſt 
jeved and troubled at the preſence of that , which God 
bach ordained to be the inſtrament of mans greateſt honour, 
profit,and comfort. 


Cuar. X, 


LI men ſhould learne by this, to worke their hearts, 
to umploy their thoughts, and to give themſelves to 
the utmoſt of their abilities to the advancement of Chrifts 


Kingdome and Gofpell, to rhe ſcrring up of Chri't upon | 


his throne , in his Church, here on the face of the carth. 


Solomon to vide upon the Ki 

in Giben, and all the foes. of of King 
faid, God make the name 
aud bis throne greater then thy throne : All Kings and rulers, 


Solomm better then t 


ax Miniſters and teachers (Ronld ſet up Chrilt , and cauſe 


him 


—— 
J— _—_ — 


m— 


: 


Zadek the Prieſt, Narhn the Prophet, Benaiah the ſonne | 
of Fehoiade, and the Cherethiter, and the Pelithites, v.canſed 
mule, they anointed him K ing | 
David catne and | 


by name, 


| 


—_ ——_d 
« 


oo — x —=, 
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all the ſcrvants of the Lord from the higheſt to the loweſt 
ſhould pray for the proſperity, ſucceſſe, honour and cnlarge- 
| ment of Chrifts Kingdome : All CO as repreſen- 
tative 4 gods ſhould be in Read of God to Chriſts Church, | 
as * ſhe ea they ſhould ſec that ſpirituall paſtures be pro- | 
vided for Chriſts flocke, and that all wolves, bearers and 
foxes, all inſtruments of annoyance be kept far from them ; | 
AS ſ wer ſing fathers and CI they ſhould be carc- 
Full that proviſion be made for Chriſts family : and as they 
are (tiled the * Ge/drof the carth , ſo they ſhould be carctull | 
to miniſter defence to Chriſts Church and people againſt | 
the power and fury of all that offer. any injury to them, | 
Thus they muſt * &ifſe the ſorme with the tifſe of love and 
sF*Qion, with the kifſe of honour and exaltation, with the 
kifle of reverence and ſubjeftion, with the kiſſe of congra- 
tulation and rejoycing , with the kifſe of prayer and wel- 
wiſhing , endeavouring 'to the ptmoſt of their power the 

opagation of Chriſt and CE 

All Minifters as builders in Chrifts houſe , as tewards in | 

| Chriſts family , as ceackers in Chriſts ſchoole, as labewrers 
in Chriſts vineyard, as wnid:y-rowers in Chriſts ſhip, as 
| i in Chriſts Temple, as warchmen in Chrilts 
City, ſhould by their frequent preaching , wholſome do- 
| Arinc, ſharp reprehenſion, wiſe admonition, ſeaſonable and 
| gracions conſolation, and holy walking propagate the Gol- 
p*l!, advance the Kingdome, and increaſe the number of 
| Chriſts people, and make the Lord Jeſus every day more and 
more glotioas jn the cyes of all scholders, 
All Mafers rod folers f families ſhould frive the ex: 

tation of Chriſts Kingdome, by being as Kings, Prophets, 
and Prieſts, within their domeſticall wals, by Gels e | 
government, Chriſtian in{truAion, and holy prayerand ſup- 
plication with and for them, that are under their jurisdiction, | 
teaching them with A&4ha» to know the Lord, briging 
them with Cornelins to the miniſtery of the word, and ma- 
king their houſes with Philemon a Church of God. 


| All privaze perjoms ſhould likewiſe put their bands to this! 


worke, | 


Mag:ſtrates, 
q Pial,8:.1, 
r 112.44 28. 


/ila.4g. 23+ 


t ial.49 7. 


u Plal.1.13 


Miniſters, 


Maſters 'of Fa» 
miles, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Private perſons 


_— 


— — —_— 
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Golpell, by w flowisy tothe 


lame anto Fertherda ; by groWing in all {pirituall, gifts and 
| | graces, as children grow 4n ſtature, as trees in frautfalncſle, 
and as the light ſhigeth amore and more unto; the pertect 


'{ouldiers to their Generall, as ſervants to their Lord and 


| battels, to doe Chriſts worke, to loie Chrilts name , and 
'to-bring forth all their fruit to Chrilt, as a wife brings 
forth all her children to her |husband, an4 by holy e.cbor- 
ration, and gracious connlcll, perſwading and drawing others 


Chriſt , leaving other 1mployments at convenicnt ſcafons, 
as the woman of Samaria lcte her water pot to bring other 
men to- Chriſt; 23 ſhe brought her fellow citizens, (onſi- 
dering (as the Aroltle faith) ene another, and provoking one 
another to love and to good works ; being to their fellow bre- 


ing. them daily nearcr-and. nearer unto Chrift, labouring to 
make Chriſt appearc myre amjable and glorious inthe cycs 
of all their fellow-fervants 3 As all the rivers greit and 
{mall empty themſclves into the ſea, to the filling up of 


litics,- and \endeavours! into! Chriſt, to the filling up of 
Chriſt, hs Church, his Kingdome, his myſticall body, 
which 1the * fulneſſe of bim that filleth all in all, As all the 
| people who. were Willing hearted, both men and women, 
/ came and offered freely ro the building of the Tabcraacle : 
fo:let:us-both mer and women, all that have a willing and 


x Eph.1 23. | 


that-ave have'to Chriſt, for the.building up of the Church 


Inducements Of Chri 


fider , 


—_—_—— 


n_ 


—— 


ocean, by comming ſpeedily and. unanimouſly, as the doves 
unto the windowes, as the Eagles to the carkile, or the 


| day ; by conſecrating thenatelves to |Chrilt, and his ſervice, as 


Maſter, and as a Spouſe to their Iusband, to tight Chriſts 


to Chriſt, to the knowledge, faith, love, and obcdicnce of 


thren, as ſpurres quickning them, and as loadſtones drayy- 


the ſea ; fo let us all, high and low , young and old, rich 
and poore, bond and. free, empty our fſclves, and all our abj- ' 


a'loving heart-to: Chriſt,. come.and ; offer our felves, and all / 
and p——_ of 'C hrilt, for the advancement of the Golpell 


{roexalrChriſt. | And to.cxcite and move. our ſelves hercuato, doc but con- 


: 


| 


L 
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Tndnce ments to exalt Chriſt, A Chriftianthonowr, Love, | 75 . 


— 


| der how the exaltation of Chriſt, his Goſpell and King- 


dome, is the honowr and lory of a ( briſtian » What is the | © Honour of a ( 


' glory of a ſeryant, but the enrichment of his Mafter by | Efrrttian, 


us induſtry ? what is the honour of a SubjeR, but Iysloy- ' 

| alty to his King ? his exalting the name, crowne, kings | 

| dome, and jurisdiion of his Prinee ? what is the honour | 

; of a wifc,but her fidelity to her husband, her clewing cloſe | 

| to. her husband, her bringing forth of many childrer to her 

husband ? and what is the crowne and Uignity of all Chri-" 

| ſtians , but their ferviceableneſſe to Chriſt, their exaltation of | 

| the name of Chriſt, their cleaving clefe to Chriſt, their brin- | 

ging forth of much fruit to Chriſt, their enlarging the ter- | 
'ritories of Chrilts kingdome. A4lphenſrs had written on his 

| Symboll as a charaQter of his greateſt honour, theſe words : 

| Pro Lege, & pro AY for the Law, and for the people ; | 

and this is the moſt honourable charater of a Chriſtian to 

make his heart and tongue, his thoughts within, and his | 

| works without, to carry this inſcription, for (rift and for | 

hu K insdome, for hit C a and for his Goffetl : Hes eve- | 

ry way of all perfons the moſt honourable and glorious who | 

18 every way molt for Chriſt Jeſus. | 
| 2, The argument and evidence of our love to (hriſt, Where | 2 Love to 
' js our love to Chriſt, as to our Lord and Mafter, as to our | Cit. 
King and Captaine, as to our head and husband ? it we 
ſceke- not Chriltts honour, if we doc not endeavour the ex- 
alcation of Chriſts kingdome ; Jonathan loved D avid as hu 
| ene ſoule, and be ſtript himſelfe of the roabe that was wpon him, | 
| and gave it to David, and his garments, even to hu ſword, | 
{ He that loves Chriſt will keep backe nothing from Chriſt, | 
| he will diſroabe himfelfe to honour Chriſt, to exalt his | 
| kingdome, and beautiftie his Goſpell. Zacros loved Rachel, | 
| and he ſerved for her twice ſeven yeares. He ' that loves | 
Chriſt will put hiamſclfe upon any hardneſſe for Chriſt ; | 
Chriſtian love reputes the honouring and cxaltation of | 
Chriſt Jeſus, a ſufficient recompence to its greateſt loſſes, 
and hardeſt ſcryice, Love will make a man even holily prodis 
gall, in his layings out for the cxaltation of Chriſts Goſpell 
and kingdome. 


le ee 
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3. Obſerve | 
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HC _—— 


z.Periil of nor 
endeavuuring 

welfice ot 
Chcſts Goſpel, | 


AIR 


holding no» 
thing t9 cx. 
_ man, 


43 Ccr.s 9, 


þ Phil.z. 7, 


76_| 


. not gather doth ſcatter. He that is not a labourer is a ſcat- | 
| terer in Chriſts vineyard, He that fights notunder Chriſts | 


| frll im bis worke , #4 brother (laith Howe to 4 great Wa-| 


Jr lud 5-23. | Cauſe, and Gofpell, * Curſe ye Meras (faid the Angell 


on | She mmighty. 
4-Chriſt with- | 4. Looke upon Chriſts po ana withholding of nothin 
ble 


Danger of not exalting ('briit. . | 

3. Obſerve. the perill of wot endeavouring the welfare of | 
Chriſts Church and Goſpel, He that is not a friend of Chriſt | 
182n enemy againſt Chriſt ; he that doth not help to ſer up | 
Chriſts kingdome, is by interpretation , and in Gods con- | 
ſtrugion, an overthrower of Chriſts kingdome : He that | 
14 wot with we #4 againſt me ({aith Chriſt) ind he that doth 


culigne/is a {ouldier under Satans banner. He that # y ſloth- | 


ter. Thus he who doth not laboor for Chriſt is 1 brother | 
to them that arc great walters of the kingdome of Chriſt ; ' 
and fearcfull is the curſe pronounced on them .that ſtand | 
full, and put not their helping hand to Chriſts Kingdome, | 


of 
| the Lord) (ſe ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof, becanſe they | 
| Came not to £ help of the Lord, to the belp of ego arninſt | 


” 


| for| owr exaltation, Chrilt d himſclfe to the low 
| degree of humiliation and abaſement, for our cleyation'and 
| advancement, He emptied himfſelf* to fill us ; he abaſcd 
| him(elfe to honour us ; he ſtripe himſelfe to apparell us ; 
| he made hiaiclfe a man of forrowes ta hill us with (piri- 
| tuall-and, clhiag conſalations :/* Ye know (faith 
Saint Paw) the grace ; the love, the bounty, the rich li- 
berality of. our Card Pefrr (friſt ; that though be was rich, 
' rich. jn the glory of his divine Efſ-nce, in his abſolute do- | 
-minion over all creatures, ih his plenary pofſellion of hea- 
vert and carth ; Ter far your ſakes by became pore; vailing | 
his Dicty, Majeſty and glory; under the poore and unwor- 

' thy garment of humane fleſh, being borne of poure parents, 
and appcating uz the forme of aſervant, hunbling and aba- 
| Gong himfelte. ro the Þ death, the Frumefull death of the croſſe ,\ 

thet ye  through-las pouerty might be rich ; rich in the pat- 

ticipation of the divinc-rature, rich in the fruition of the 

 fulnede of Chriſt ; Chriſts humiliation is the meritorious 
cauſe, ſpring, and fountaine of mans cxaltation ; Chriſt was 
very 
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D anger of not exalring (rift. | 
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very tree and toll in his exinaition , and abaſement for our 
honour and advancement : The condition of man was fo 
extreamcly baſe and ſhamefull, that nothing but the bum1- 
| liation of the Sonne of God was able to reltore honour to 


him : Andjhow rcady ſhould we be. to put all uader the 
feet of Chriſt, to unploy all to the honour of. Chriit, who | 
hath done fo much to honour us, #e fbeuld ({iith (lry- 
ſoftome ) preferre nothing above Cbriſt, becauſe he preferred no- | 
thing above 1s. As he vaiied and bowed downe himſclfe, 

and all that was his, for our ſalvation ; fo ſhould we vailc 

and bow our ſclves, and all that is ours, for the cxaltation 

of his Goſpell and kingdome, The meditation of Chris 
abafing himſclfc for us, ſhould make us (tudious 2nd inquis | 
fitive how to honour Chriſt : 7how haſt been careſwull for | 
us with all this care ( \ajd the Prophet to the woman of: 
(Oey what 4s to be done for thee : Thus ſhould we fay 
to Chrilt , thou haſt been humbled and abaſed , thou halt 
ſuffered a great ſuffering for us, what is now to be done for 


| thee ? what ſhall we doe to honour thee, to cxalt and 


: 
' 
: 


magnifie thy name, who haſt undergone 1.» great diſgrace 

(ſhame for us. The more Chriſt bumbled hinſcite for 
vs, the more be ſhould be cxalted by us ; Chriſt made hims- | 
ſelfe a < facrifice for us, and we ſhould * /acrificeour (elves, | 


Ni! debemas 
Ciriſto frepo- 
nere, qu'a nes 


2 Ki 


c Eph,c 1. 


| and all that is onrs to him, and his ſervice, Chriſt gaye | 4 K0m.12 +1. 


to him, and the cxaltation of his kingdome ; Chriſt was | 
| contented to be made low, and as a very nothing , as 4 


| him who filleth all in at, and we ſhould be content to abaſe | 


himſcife for our ſalvation, and we ſhould give our (cles | 


e worme and us man, that we might be made the ffrlneſſe of 


our ſclves, and to be reputed vile and as nothing in the 
eyes of men, to _ up _ to make him and his _ 
pell glorious in the eyes of the people. He doth ncither 
wiſely, nor gr y conſider Chriſts humiliation, that 
= not give himſcltc to the exaltation of Chriſts narnge and 
mgdome, 
5. Meditate the /aret, the great, and wonderfull bleſfi 

that commeth unts men by the exaltation of Chrifds 


——— 


To 
The ſetting up of the Arke in the houſe of Obed-Eaom 


e Plal.13.6, 


f Epi. 2. 


5.Blc fog ar- | 
teads the exals' 
| 


tation of the 


| 
nou tHe qu' | 
quam prapoſurt 
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78 Man bleſſed by exalting Chriſt. 


z Sam.6, 41.| eanſed all that he had to prefer, ' The ſetting ap of the 
Goſpell brings great and fingular proſperity to the people : 


——————_— 


; Yiour)are the eyes which ſee the things Which ye ſee ; having 
the Goſpell preached to them, the tydings of falvation pub- 
| liſhed among them, Chriſt revealing and opening himſclfec 
| anto them : Theſe are bleſſed in the idwmization of their 
underſtandings, haviag the knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Jeſus Chriſt communicated to them : Ble(- 
{:d in the vivificarion of their ſoules, having the word of 
life quickning them : Bleſſed in the ſanttification of their 


ſed the leprofic of Naamar : Bleſſed in their Conqueſt,over 


| holds of Satan, as the ſounding of the rammes hornes over- 

threw the wals of Jericho : Bleſſed in the pacification of | 
their conſciences, the Evangelicall voice of Chriſt quie- | 
ting their perplexed conſciences , as his perſonall voice | 
quicted the ſtormy tempelt ; and bleſſed in the /Weetning | 
of their afflitions ,* the Goſpell ſweetens all tryals w., | 
troubles to Gods children , as the tree ſweetned the Wa | 
ters of Marah to Iſrael : Bleſſ:d in their very temporal poſe 

ſeſſions and bodily undertakings. Where God gives his Goſ- | 


ad, the fcod of, the body : Chrilt did not onely feed | 


bleſſings, where this gocs, all goes, that is behootull for 


Plalmiſt)s the nation ' Whoſe God w the Lord, and the peo-/ 
ple Whom he hath choſen for hui owne inheritance. God is the 
| God of all by creation, by abſolute dominion, by common | 


i Pal 33-10» 


preſervation ; but he is their God to whom he gives his | 
| Goſpell, by gracious manifeſtation, heavenly inſtruction, | 


tuall regencration, familiar and comfortable habitation, | 
| rece and celeſtiall diſpenſation of heavenly —_ to | 
—_— 


—— 


— 


Chriſts Goſpcll, the revelation of Chriſt, and the mylteries | | 
0 Luk — | of his kingdome, is 4 great bleſſing ? Bleſſed (faith our Ca. ! | 


EE eee ER 


hearts, the Goſpell cleanſing their finne, as Jordan clean- | © 


| fin, Satan, and the world, the Goſpell overturning all the | | 


= the food of the foule , he will alſo give the ſtaff of | 

c 

the ſoules of them who followed him , with his doctrine, | © 

| but he 21fo miraculouſly fed their bodies with corporall | | 
proviſion : the Goſpell is indeed even the choiſeſt of all || 


the welfare of Gods children ; therefore /eſſed (faith the | | 
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and enjoyed, where his Gofpell is crefted ; and for this 


cauſe we ſhould mightily endeavour the advancement ot | 
; the Goſpell, King David being told how the Lord had | 


| bleſſed the houſe of Obed-Edom, and all that pertained to / 
| him, becauſe of theArke of the Lord, * Wene and brought 
| th: Arke into the City of David With gladneſſe, Men hearing | 
of the proſperity and blefling which doth attend the Got- | 
pell, ſhouldgwith great care and diligence, with much ala- | 
crity and chcerfulneffſe endeavour the creion of the Gol-! 
pell among them : He 1s altogether unſen{hble of the ma- 
' nifold and ſingular benefits, and mercics accompanying | 
| the Goſpell, that doth not heartily deſire, and <tfe- 
| Qually labour the welfare thereof, As the Goſpell ex-- 
| cels all temporal} endowments, ſo ſhould we endeavour the 
' facceſſe and ſtability of the Goſpell more then of any, or 
all other poſſeſſions, 

| 


Cuare X1, 


Nd for the diſpoſing, framing, and working our hearts, 
| thus to advance the Goſpell and kingdome of Chriſt, 
' there muſt be, 1.A diſtaſting diſreliiſbing, and being Weary 


| of ſinne : The Goſpell never feemes ſweet untill that ſinne | Goſpell, 


{cemes bitter ; he willnever c:&ually endeavour the ſets | 
ting up of Chriſt, and the Goſpell, that defires not the | 
depoſition ct ſinne ; the Philiſtines having a defire to main- | 
taine and uphold Dagon, fet the Arke below Dagon, on | 
the left hand of Dagon. Man having a defire to uphold 
fnne, abaſeth Chriſt , and his Goſpelt, puts them below 
his luſts, gives prebeminence to his Juſt above the Goſpell, 
bas above Chrilt ; Herod not difrelliſhing bis — | 

in, ' 


Mi. oooh. 


fing man to 


_ CCI 


k 1 Sam.6 14, 
| 


Meanes diſpc-/ 
adyance the 


I D.ftifte 


of Sin, | 


a Sam. $- 


— 
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Meanes to exalt C brit, Diſreliſhment of Sin, 79 | 
them, God is there alone ſweetly, and ſpiritually knowne, | 


| 
' 


— —— ha —_ ——— 

| * | A gn; Holy feare. | | A 
| | Frne, not being weary of it, but intending the maintc- r 
Ttar.s. | nance thereof, | cur off the head of the Bapriſt, the forcrun- | ; 
' ner of Chriſt. Man can ncither truly deare, aor faithfully | 

' endeavour the advancement of Chriſt and his Gelpell, chat | ; 

' is not weary of his finne, as of a heavy burthen, Man to | | : 

| whom ſinne is pleaſant and delighttull , is very impatient | 0 

; and weary of the preſence and power of the Gefpcll ; be! [© 

| alone conſecrares himſclte to Chriſt, and the adyancement | S 

of his kingdome, to whom ſinne is diltaſtetull, as gall to, ; C 

his palate, gravell to his teeth, a difcaſe to his {iih, or | K 
| fetters to his feet. When «Abner. was Wroth With [bbo- | « 

m:Sam 3.8,10* ſbeth the ſonne of Sawl then he ® came to David ro [ct »p the | Vi 
throne of D avid over Iſrael aud over Judah from Dan even | | 5 

19 Beerſhtba, When min 4s: wroth wh (inn2, full of in» ' | po 

| dighavion "againſt finne, then he comes to Chrilt, then he. | . 

| joyats” himſelfe in a holy and- folemne Covenant with [2 

| Chriſt, then he labours to ſet up the throne of Chriſt over. ” 

| his ſoule and body, then he prayes, and ſtrives that Chriſt : 


may raigne from Da» to Beerſheba, from the higheſt to the 
loweſt faculty of his ſoule, and from the greateſt to the 
{malleſt undertaking of his life, Man is ever ſo much the 
more induſtrious to {:t up Chriſt and his kingdome, by 
| _ much the more his corruption doth gricve and trouble 
| him, 
| "i ' holy and fiffall feare toWvards Chriſt making loath = 
offend Chriſt, willing in every thins to pleaſe Chciſt, All| 
| | ; the Rulers of the Provinces, the Lievtenants, Deputies,and | 
, Officers of the King helped the Iewes, when the * fee 
170 of Mordecai fell npon them, When the holy and gracious 
arte 3:3 | feare of Chriſt doth fill upon the ſoules of men, cnter in- 
| tO, and take peſſeition of the h:arts of men, then they joyne 
- : them{clves to the: help of Chriſt , to the help of the Gol- | 
| pell, and Church of Chriſt ; then they ſtudy and endeavour | 
| the advancement of Chriſt and his kingdome - thercfore | 
whſl,z.r1,0 | Y ſerve the: Lord with feare (faith the D{:lmiſt) rerwce be- 
fore him with trembling, and kiſſe the ſoune, embrace the ſon, | 
reſt and relye upon the ſon, acknowledge, exalt, and mag- 
_ the fon ; put your felves with all rcadineſſe and ful- 


neſſe 


CO _— 


| 


2,Holy feare 
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| vocation, They ſold their poſſeſſions and goods, and parted 


| munication ro Chriſts members, their putting of them- 


"I 
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Sexe of neeſſoyef ri 

nefſe upon the ſervice of the fonne ; true feare ever makes 
the Lords ſervants fubjzeR, and ſerviceable to Chriſt Teſhs : | 
I will * put my feare into their hearts (faith the Lord ) and, 
they /o.ll not depart from me ; they ſhall not depart from 
my knowledge by 1gnorance, from my promiſes by rmbe-. 
liefc, tom my precepts by diſobedience, from iy covenant | 
| by unfaithfulneſle, nor from my werthip by prophaneneſſ, : 
| Such as doe not truly and throughly apply themſelves to 


' Chriſts ſervice, arc prophanely fearelefſ:. A ſervants truc 
| and ingenuous feare makes him labour his Maſters welfare, the ' 


— 


x [cr.32 40. 


| matrimoniall feare of a wite moves her to defire, and endea- I A&.2.43. 
| vour her husbands honour : 7 feare came wpon every ſonte (faith | 


| S. Luce ) and what followed thereupon, A# they that beleeved | 
| were together ; there 18 their unity in aff:Hon in divine in- | 


| 


them to all men, 4s every man had need. There is their com- 


{clycs and their abilities _ Chriſts ſervice. He that truly 
feares Chriſt will withhold nothing which may tend 


| 
' 
| 


to the cxaltation of Chriſt, his Church, and Gofpell. 


3. Lively ſence and feeling of the neceſſity of (briſt and his 
Goſpell, Mens exaltation of Chriſt is according to their 
apprehenſion of the neceſſity of Chriſt, When the Elders 
of Giles ſaw the necellity they had of Peprha, then » they 

him head and Captaine oi them. When men fee, and 
feele the want of Chriſt, the perill of their eſtate wirhout 
Chriſt , then they put themſelves under Chriſt , then they 
exalt and magnihe Chriſt, then they 1abour the ſetting up 
of Chriſt and his Goſpell, Serice of fickn:ſ-,famine;freee, | 
| bondage, makes plylicke, food, an army; a ranfomer very | 
| precious ; Phyſitians were of great eſteceme with the wo-' 
\ man troubled with a fluxe of bloud, ſhe ſpent all her ſib- | 
; ſtance upon them ; Chriſt and his Goſpel! are of grezt 
price with the wan to whom ſmne js 4 torment, a griefe , 
a trcuble , be will withhold nothing which may tend to | 
the cxaltation of Chnft, and his Goſpell, to the working 
out, and removing of the finne which doth moleſt him. | 
When Zoſephe brethren were in want, and had no bread 


to 
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3.Feel ing of 


the n-c: ſiy 


| of Chriſt, 


T ludg.r1.1th, 


Mar 5, 
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per. 
6 Icr.22. 


b Luy.15. 


d Mal. 3. 


eExra 1.5» 


the heart ro a' 
ſpiricuall rem- 


| Innobling mans heart. 


| to ſaſtaine them, then they came and bowed themſelves 
\before oſeph ; and when th:y called to mind their great 
treſpa ainſt him, then they beſought his favour , and 
were very ſubmiſſive to him ; Mans fznce of his owne emp- 
'tineſſe drives him to Chriſt, and caufeth him to vaile and 
ſtoop to Chriſt ; to put himſelfe under the feet of Chriſt, 


and readily to cxalt and ſet up Chriſt ; ſelf--opinion, 


| 4 Blevation 4 4. Elevation. and raiſing of the heart of man to # holy, 


' ſpiricuall and noble fram: ani temper. The heart of man na- 
'turally is very baſc, carnall , and earthly , delighting like 
the ſwine in the mire and mud of the world , relliſhing 
and favouring nothing - but that which 1s * worldly and 
fleſhly ; his ſpirit is very low and 1gnoble, and his high- 
eſt aime is but to aſcend ſome mole-hill or mountaine of 
the carth ; like the prodigall, he is a companion of ſwine, 
and feeds on the huskes of worldly: vanities, his long- 
ings like the befattcd Ifraclites, is after the  onyons and 
fleſh-pots of Egypt, poote things, unworthy and empty 
things of. the carth ; Man like NeSnchadnezzars image, 
| how ever deckt with gold and ſilver, authority and domi- 
nion , and glorions-in outward appearance to the world ; 
yet his feet are_yron aud clay, his thoughts, his aF:Rions, 
the motions, and goings of 'his heart arc very baſe and di- 

e : The ſpirit of man muſt be therefore ſabli- 
mated and refined by Chriſt, the great © refiner of the ſoule, 
Mans drofſc and tin muſt be purged out, the carthineſſe and 
baſencſſe of his ſpirit muſt be taken away, and man endow- 
&d with a more ſpirituall, ſublime, and noble diſpoſition, 
and temper of ſfoulc, or he can never intend Chriſt , cxalt 
Chriſt and his Gofpell,. It is recorded in Ezra that the 


- raiſed te goe wp to build the honſe of 'God in Teruſalem : 
Firſt God rail their hearts, put «tr alacrity, en- 
largement, vpenneſſe, and courage into their hearts to doe 
the worke, and then they went to build. Thus God muſt 


—__ 


ignorance of mans want of Chriſt , and the Goſpell, is a | 
great impediment to our ſetting up of Chriſt and his king-| 
mc, 


| 


| 


| 


chiefe of the . fathers roſe wp . with all them whoſe ſpirits God' 


| 
| 
| 


| 


raiſe 
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Reaſoning of heart neceſſary. 7 

raiſe our hearts, innoble our ſpirits, make us ſpiritually he- | 

[roicall, or we ſhall never build Ieruſalem, never labour the | 

advancement of Chriſt and his Goſpell ; Chriſt ' raiſed La- |/ 19%1*+ 

| 2r% out of the grave, and then he followed him: Chriſt 

mult raiſc our ſpirits from their carthlineſſe and baſcneſle, | 

or they will never be ſerviceable to hiny : 7he Spirit of the | 

living creatures was in the wheeler, and they +. moved where the & ©**%-1, 

| living creatures moved, Chriſt muſt pat his Spirit into us, | 

| or We ſhall neyer follow him, never ſecke his honour and | 

the welfare of his Goſpell. It is faid of Saw! when the | 

| Lord had made him Kivg , that: he went home to Gibeah,' 

| and there Þ went with him a band of men whoſe heart God had h t Sam.to, 24 
touched, God hath fet Chrift his King upon his holy hill of | 
Sion ; but there is no man followes him, no man: exalts 

and honours him as a King, but:fuch whoſe hearts the Lord 

doth touch with the graciousfnger of his Sparit ; the haſc- | 

neſſe, cowardlineſſe, and earthlineſle of our ſpirits mult be 

put away, and our hearts throughly rchned, otherwiſe we | 

Cinnet diſcerne Chriſt, we cannot relliſh Chriſt, we cannor | 

love Chriſt, we cannot prize. Chriſt , we can never- put | 

our ſelves upon the cxaltation of Chriſt, his Kingdome, and | 
Goſpel ; bur when ' old things are paſt away, and- all be-+ f:Cor. 517,18 

come new ;z when weare renewed in the ſpirit of our md, | R992 12.2. 
when the Spirit of God, like Elahs fiery charet, hath taken | 

us up from the carth, and hathraiſed our hearts, thoughts, de | 

fires, . and aff&Rions tothe things which are above ; then ſhall | 

we rejoyce in Chriſt and his' Goſpell, then ſhall we put our | 

ſelves and all that we have apon the ſervice of Chriſt and the 

Goſpell ; then ſhall we pray for the proſperity, welfare, and | 

advancement of Chriſts Goſpell and kingdome ; then ſhall 

we fay, Bleſſed us ke that commeth in the name of the 
Lord. 


K 2 CHAP. 


| 
. 


—— 
— — — 


| 


k Heb. 5.4 

Chrilt com- 
meth in ehe 
name of the 


[Lord in 6,rc- 


cas, 


1 I Pet,1.20. 
Rev 42.8, 


1.Ordiaanon, 


2, Preparation, 


wCol, 19. 


Joh, 3. 36. 
3-Calling. 


» Ia, 49.1, 
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6, Mat 3 27. 
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Heiſt came notuas the falſe prophets of old, in his owne. 
name, he had his calling and commillion from above. 
k No man(laith the Apoſtle) ſpeaking of Chriſt) rakerh rhe | 
honour to humſelfe, but ſuch an one 45 us Called of God as Aaron 
was ; and this is the f{ceond particular in the firſt generall| 
of theſe words, 'Chriſts ( alling and (ommiſſion. He came. 
| in the »eawe of the Lord ; Chriſt is faid to come in the! 
: name of the Lord, 1.1n reſpet of Ordinacion, Chriſt as; 
 Medintor was appoi of old to miniſter falyation to | 
Gods choſen ; | fore-ordained (faith Saint Peter) before the | 
foundation of the world, bat was maniteit in theſc laſt rimes : 
| A lambe flaine from rhe foundation of the world faith Saint | 
' Joly, \flaine from the foundation of the world in the cter-| 
| nall -preordination- of God , in the promiſe of the ſeed of 
| worvaen to breake the ſerpents head, im the legall facritices, | 
'in the faith of the fathers 5 and in the ſufferings of his. 
' members , 1n whoſe ſufferings Chriſt fatered , their ſift» | 
rings then ſhadowing Chrilts ſatering to come. 2, In re- 
gt , Chriſt, as Man and Mediator is prepa- | 
red and furniſhed with all abilities to exccute and accom- | 
ih his office ; it pleaſed the Father _ Paul) that in | 
wn ſhould" all ® fubneſſe dell ; fulncfſ: of wiſedome, power, | 
grace, rightcouſnefſ-, and worth to miniſter to his Church, | 
whatſoever a ined to the ſalvation, welfare, or peace 
thereof, he c_ the Spirit poured out upon. him abeve 
weaſmre. 3, In-retve# of { alling, deſignation, and inveſt ie | 
| ture into his office. The Lord (/aith Chriſt as Mediator ) 
| bath ® called me from the wombe, from the boWels of my mo:her | 
hath he mad: mention of my name ;_ and 1 ((iith God the Fa- | 
ther unto Chriſt) wal preſerve thee, and give thee for 4 (ove- | 
mart of the people to abi the earth ; and when Chriſt was | 
baptized: and folemnly centred upon his calling : He was | 
confirmed by a voice from heaven, faying, This « my” Be- | 
K 2 


Chriſt comes in Gods name, 
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Cyuare, XI, 
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 dofirixe which he taught, no-private;- wor hurianc dodtine, 


Chriſt comes in Godr mane. 
loved Sou in whom I am well plenſed.: hr1lm teſpet of the 


but the dorine of God his Father, 1 am come (faith Chriſt) 
in my Fathers t name, declaring his truth ; and feeking his 


glory, and ye receive me not, if another all come un hu one 
»am:, preaching: his owne-inventiah, exatting and magni» | 


fying himlelte z hims ye wil: rectiveg;to him-ye wilt adhere; 


85 
| 4 Done, 
| 


p Ich.s 43» 


, 


—— OO — 


bim you will admire and, adore... And againe..clſewhere, 
' 1 have not 4 ſpoken of my ſelfe ({aith. Chrilt) xe $he! Father 


which, ſent me ; he gaveme a commandement what Iſhould 


qloh 12.49, 
$0. 


ſy, and, what 1 ſhould: ſpeake ; and £know'that bis com- | 


maudement is life everlaſting ; whatſoever -} ſpeake there- 


' fore even as the Father faid unto me, fo. ſpeake 1..5. Inre- 


ſ><& of beneaittion, Chriſt is come in the name of the Lord, 


 :ccompanied with the  fulneſſe of alt blefling from God ; 
'In thy ſeed (laid God to eAbrahan , ſpeaking 'of: Chriſt ) 


' ſhall ail the kinareds of the earth be i bleſſed, unto you fiſt 


faith Perer, God having raiſed up his ſon Jeſus ſent himto 


bleſſe you, in turning away. every one-of you fromhis ini- 


| 
| 


: 


: 


| 
| came in the name of, the Lord ; ordained, prepared, called | 


quitics ; and God ( taith Saint Pas!) hath blefſzd us with 
all ſpirituall blefſings in heavenly. places #» (Clrift. 6. In 
reſpe& of the end which Chriſt propoſed to cthimſcife, bis 


mine one {7 (fairh Chrilt) 7 honour my. Father, it I ho- 


nour, my 4clte , .my honour is notbing.. And thus” Chriſt 


— W— ome 


s.BenediC ior, | 


 — — a 


rAR}.25,26. : 


Eph 1,3, | 
6 End, ( 


| cf the Lord, declaring his Fathers will, accompanicd with 


' 
| 
l 


| 


' 
\ 


the fulneſſe of his Fathers bleſſing, intending and fee» 
king Lis Fathers glory : The whole ſhewing, That, 

Chriſt « furniſhed with amthority and all dimine abilities to 
minifter all peace and ſalvation to Gods ſervants, , This was 
tipyfied in *Fo/eph ; Joſeph was lent of his father to! viſit bis 
brethren in the wilderneſle ; Chriſt was ſent of God his 


| 


| | 
| Fathers glory ; he came in the name of the Lord,not fee- | | 
king his owne, but his glory who ſent him. I ſeeks lf | 

lob.$ 50,54. | 


D:4#, 


4 Gen.37.12, 
Mit.g 15. 


Father to viſit mankinde, ſinfally ſtraying in the wildernefle | 
of the world ; o/ep# was ſet over the whole land of Egypt, 


ſeph was furniſhed with wilcdome, underſtanding, and the 


K 3 Spirit 


; andoyer the Kings houſe, by Pharaob King of Egypt: 79 


> —— — 


——_—_— 


| < 
| 


u Zch.14 9. 
w Plal.z 6. 
x Col.z 3. 
y loh. 16, 


Chriſts abilityto minifter ſalvation. 
Spirit of God to' ruſe the people, nd with all the ſtore 


| ple. Chriſt is fet by God his fathzr, the King of Kings 


bl 


over the whole » world in gznerall, over the » Church of | 


God in ſpeciall ; Chriſt is furniſh:d with * mrea/vres of all 

wiſedome ,/ to guide the people 3 and with all divine and 

heavenly Y-ſuiveſſe to miniſter to the ſeverall neceſſities of 

Gods ſervants, to fill them with all (piritnall fulnefſs, This 

was alſo figured in oſuh. Poſnah was confirmed in his 
he divid; 


firmed in his call by the opening of the heavens , and 
the Spirit n. in-the forme of a Dove n>on him, 
when he was baptized in Iordan ; Aoſer being dead, 
foſbueah was made tho Captaine of Gods le, Aoſes lea- 


ding them-to- the land, "Foſanah entring them in the land ; 


the Law 'ceafing, and the Ceremonics thereof vaniſhing, 
Chriſt is appointed the ine of Gods Charch an4 pco- 
ple, ky leading to Chriſt , Chriſt by his death and 
conquelt , giving men entrance into the heavens. Zob1ab 
overcame the enemies of 1ſiael, and going before them, 
brought them /into.the land of Canaan, allotting to each 


his Church, and is aſcended into heaven before us, there 
to for all the Lords fervants ; It is not the Law, 
bur Chriſt that”) miniſters ſalvation to the Lords. people : 
Chriſt Icfus is the authour of our fpiritualconqueſt, there 
is no way for man to heaven, but onely by Chrift, who 
came from heaven : Chriſt is the Jacobs ladder, by whom 
God defcends to ns in his grace, and through whom we 
aſcend to God by our faith. This was likewiſe typific4 
in David, David was anvinted” King and Ryler over 1f- 


David: delivered 1fracll from the great Goliah, he New him 
with his owne weapon, Chriſt overcame the. infernall Go- 


calling dividing of_ the waters in Iordan , at the 
rey the Arke, Randing therein , Chriſt was con- | 


| one their portion : Chriſt hath overcome the caemics of 


hah the Devill, and brought deliverance to Gods choſen : | 


| 


j 


| 
' 
' 


and fulacſſz of Egypt,to'min ſer tothe neceſſities of the pea-- | 


| 


| 


| 


: 
: 


— 


rac}, Chriſt is anointed. King and Ruler over Gods Church. 


| 


Chrild/ by * buah} Sarurs weapon, deftreyed him that bad! 
(the. power of. death : Thepower of all oppoſers is meere | 


. weak- 


—— ——— _—. 


| C rift: ability to minifler ſalvation. $7 
weakneſſe to the power of Chriſt Jefus, Such is the tran- 

ſcendent fulneſſe of Chriſts abilities, that he turnes the in- 

ſtruments of mans deſtriition , to further mans ſalvation ; 

this calling, pp and” miſſion of Chriſt , was 

| phecyed by Plalmiſt,: Has dominion * fall be from ſea to a Þſal.7:, 
ſea, and from the river unts the end; of the earth, There is | 

| Chriſts univerſall jurisdi&ion and e over men of: 

| every nation : 1 wilt pe = (faith the Lord by the Pro- | 

| phet, for a ® Covenant of the people, a ti the wes, b Ila.qn 6, 
There is Chrifts ordination to be the rk of Gs: 
venant of peace, the Author vf reconciliation between God 
| and man, the #evcaker of the myſtery of mans ſalvation,and 
| rhe Spirit of the Lord (laith the Prophet in the perſon of «16.6.1, 
Chriſt ) « «pon me, and he hath anointed wt to preach glad 

Þ;- ouny 

' tidings to the meeke © There is the calling, the preparation, | 

| union , and full furniſhing of Chriſt with all abilities to 

| execute his Mcdiatory office ; and in this reſpe& Chriſt is | 

| ſometimes termed by the Prophets a 4 ſervant for his cal- | 41ſ4,42.1, 
ling and obedience to his fathers will , an © Awgell for his « M1al.z,1. 
million being ſent of God, and for his publication of. the | 

'tydings of falvation ; a f foe, a tryed ſtone, a precious |/ 19,28 16, 

| corner (tone, a ſure foundation, for his ſtrength to ſaſtaine 

' them that areduilt upon him ;z a noble £ Reler for his (a- 'glergo.a1:, 

| cred preſcription, and ous adminiftration of Gods 

| Church and kingdome ; ab fawnraine for his efficacy to prge | Þ 7101 3-1: 
out ſinne, and for his fulnefſe to Gatisfie the thirſty ſooles 

of all belceyers ; a # Sun of righteowſaeſſe for the fllnefſe of | i M11.4.2. 

| the light of knowledge and comfort which he diſpenſeth, 
and fot his bleſſed in ce into the ſoules of his ſervants : 
| The Sunne doth not ſhine more clearly in the ftarres, then | 
| the authority and ability of the Sunne of rightequſieſſe to. 
fave us, doth ſhine in theſe Propheticall preditions ; and | 
this calling, miſſion, full and through preparation of Chriſt | 
to this office of medmtion between God and man, is-plain- | 
ly declared by the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, Saint Iſa | 


* thew ſpeaks of Chriſt as of ak FL ard {ert to gather 4 Mt.1 5.14, | 


| the (heep which are loſt, Saint Marks as of an Embaſſador | Mar. 37- 
ſcnt with tydings of peace, as of an heire ſent to rale over | + 
K 4 : us, 


—_— MAY 


Frog” | Chriſt: authority avd ability t6 ſave; (rife Powerge valtation. | 
Luk.4.83,4t. us, to. be honourably entertained by ns. Saint Lak-, xof 


| a Plyſrian ſentto heale- us, as of 'a rav/omer lent tofree ns, 
| nu to reſtore. ſpirituall liverry-t0/us, And Saint Paw! ſiith 
IGal 4.4.5, | plainly, #348 the fulneſſe' of timu was come, | God ſent' forth 
| ' bu. ſonne. made 'of 4 woman, made\under the. Law , to redeeme 
' thems, that were under the LW, that we minht receive the adop.- | 
Col.2.5. | rjonof ſont,aud in him dwelleth the fulneſſe of the Godhead bodity, 
and he filleth all in al, , 
.\And} the authority, calling, preparation and 'fulnef{> of 
| Chriſts abilutics un _ is very manifeſt, | 
| 1, ln regard; of the, poWer. communicated nnto Chriſt as 
ne | Mediator, All power-both mm heaven and in carth is given | 
1M ad - ab:li- | unto him z power of wivificarion, he quickneth whom he | 
ry to miniſter | qyill, as be raiſed Lazar out of the grave; power of :/x- | 
ay mination, he opcneth, and no man ſhatteth; as he opened | 
2 BAIN the cycs of him that was borne blind ; power of /ant#f: | 
cation, he purgeth away: all finne,. as he cicanſed the lepro- 
fie from the unclcane ;-power of remiſſion, as Lord and 
Kivg he. fargivab {inne-, he bletteth-oar fiune as the Sun 
the cloud; power of pacificatian,”as he appeaſed the winds, 
and waters ; power of admniſtration, as the high Steward | 
of Gods family, the ſupreme Pilot over the ſhip, which is | 
the Church of, God, as the great Centurion oyer the Lords | 
army, and chicfe Juſtice inGods Kingdome ; power of /+b- | 
in;ation, caſting downe and-breaking- in picces at oppoſing | 
forces, as the #one out of the mountaines bark Nebauchal- 
nezaurs Image-; power of proteFion and fuſtentation in all | 
troubles, as- Neabs Arke ſuitained him in the deluge, and | 
Chriſt. ſafe guarded rhe three: children-in the fiery: firnace. 
The miraculous and-mighty: a&ts of Chrifts power are cteare 
| and manifeſt declarations of-his calling and commiſſion, and 
| of his ability to miniſter Lilvation. | 
| . exaleation, | ,,2+ 1N regard of- Chrifts exalratios. He is exilted above. 
| my EE all 7 FL.ancl 1s, he is exalced above all the common Cc 4- | 
| txres, as the Creator/and:workman above 'the worke, as 
| the Lord above.his lowet ſervents ; he is exalted above all 
| 


_—_— 


i 


*ngels, as the, Prince above the.No! 1's, as the fon above | 


qucrour 


— I —— — — ———C—C— —— 
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"* att:zndants 3 he is exalted above all devils, as the Con- | 


| — 


'.. Chrifht impletion,, 
querour above the captives; he is exalted above all the 
| Saints of God, as the head abore the members, as the King 
above the ſubjefAs; as the bridegroome above the bride: 
He uw "ſet at the ri;ht hand of God, an cxaltation.whercot 
ne, .mecre creature 1s capable, Chriſts Majeſty, dignity, glo» 
ry, and exaltation, doth even infinitely ſurpaſſe the dignity 


| the heavens, others. :{cend intu heaven, have their dwel> | 
ling in heaven ; but Chriſt is made Ingher then the hea- 
| vens, being God and man in one perſon, having 'an exal- 
| tation above all Saints and Angels, the. inhabitants of .hea- | 
ven, all that is in heaven and in the earth being put wider | 
him, Chiiſts firting in his Fathers throne, Chriſts exalta- 
| tion above all creatures fully declared, his ability to fave hus 
| choſen from all evils. 
| 3. In regard of Chriſts impletion and filing of all, He af- 
cended farre above all heavens that he might i fill ull things ; 
| Chriſt filleth all things with his power, and common and 
' generall -operation, as the Sunne' fils all the carth._ with : 
his influence ; with. his. abſolute authority and dominion, as | 
' a, King fils his kingdome. with his cox:men gifts and mer- | 
 CiEs ; as the Maſter of the houſe fils all. the perſons of the 
| houſe 4 Chriſt filleth the Devils and damned men with his 
| juſtice , wrath, vengeance , but he filleth his Church aad 
| 


children with» his or4imazxces,, as a teacher: fils his ſchoole 
with books and rules of. mſtrufion , as a nurſe fils the 
childe with her breaſts, and the Maſter of the feaſt his gueſts 
with food ; theſe he filleth with knowledge, as the Sun the 
aire with light; with ſpirituall Gfe, fence and motion, and 
all heavenly-graces,as the head the members, as the root the 
| branches, as the Sun the {tarres ; ſweet and comfortable, ex- ; 
| cellent and gracious 1s that fulnefſe which Chriſt miniſters 
to his members, and by his klling of his fairhfull ſervants, 
he verefies lus Fathers miſſion and preparation of him to 
accompliſh mans ſalvation. . 
4. In regard of hi propoſing of hu Fathers glory, andrefer- 
1 ring all to his Fathers praiſe, as the ſupreme and ultimatc 
cnd of all his jervice. and undertakings z an 1ngenuous ſon 
pre- 


= 
a4 tico,1.z. 


and honour of man. and Angell. ; © He, 1. maze higber then |, 11. pe, 


3 Impl:tion, | 


p Eph.4. 10% 


4.Propohng 
Gads giory, 
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q Iok. 5.39. 


loh.7.18. 
F Ioh,17. 4 G 


Salvation dif- 


pens by 


| 


[ (tilt propeſeth bi father prom | 


nowne /above his owne will, errant , benefit, or credit. 


preferres his fathers honour above his owne — 
| ſervant his Maſters profit, above his owne profit ; a oral] 
Embaſſador the Kings will , meſſage , adrantage, and re- 


Chriſt as Mediator was both a fonne, a fervant, and Gods 
great Embaſſador, preferring his fathers will, pleaſure and 
praiſe above his owne : / 4 ſecke not mine owne will (faith 
Chriſt) bt the Will of him that ſent me ; and agnine, he | 
| fought not his owne glory, but the glory of him that ſent | 
| him, and to the father Chriſt thus ſycakes of himſelfe : 7 | 
| have glori natonbrwrd 38 mgurrr tore Smend 

thou gaveſt me. He glorified his father on earth, by decla- | 
ring his fathers will and counſell, by making his F>| 
ther appeare glorions in the eyes of the people, by aſcri- | 
bing all his miraculous and mighty works to his fathers 
power, by fulfilling his Law by his obedience , by {- 
| tisfying his fathers juſtice by his ſufferings, by gathering 
| home the foules of men to God his Father, to know h1s 
| Fathers will,” to adore his Fathers name, to obey his Fa- 
| thers precepts, to beleeve his Fathers promiſes, to love 
his Fathers truth, to gloriftic his Fathers name, and every 
way to conforme themſelves and their doings to his Fa- 
thers teſtimonics ; and by his full intendment, and” glo- 

rious «ccompliſhment of his Fathers honour, he compleat- 
ly demonſtrated his ordinat'on and preparation, his com- 
ming 1n the name of his Father to be mans Saviour, 


I O— 
——— —— — 


| CHar, Xill. | 


7 
| JX.chis with open fice may all men behold and fee Gods | 
diffenſation of ſalvation unto man by Chriſt h!s Soun: : 


is come in his Fathers name, ordained , prepared, 


| 


moi abſolutly and compleatly farnifhed, to communicate 


—— 
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Salvation by Chriſt, | 91 
falvation to the Lords choſen ; others come in the namc | 
of the Lord to procure and promote the ſalvation of man, | 
, aty, miniſterially, ſubordinately, dependantly 3 but | 
Chriſt is come in his fathers came to give ſalvation unto 
man abſolutely , and independantly , by his owne power, 
werieariouſly, by his owne worth and merit, efficiently by | 

the cfficacions and mighty worke of his owne Spirit, fu | 

ly and everlaſtingly, being i able to fave them to the witer- | / (10-725, 
woſt that come wato God by him ; the Lord Jclus is the ct- | 


cient and meritorious cauſe, ſpring and fountaine of mans 
falvation : T here 1 19 * other name grey wnder heaven Wher« by | 
man can be ſaved, but oncly the name of Chrift., The name | 
of the creature 15 a name of Weakne ſſe, emptineſſe, unwor- | 
thincfſe ; the name of mans rightconſneſl: is a name of | 
' | many pollutions ; the name of mans worke and ſervices, 
is a name of debt and manifold »mperfe#ions ; the name of 
birth, of wealth, of art, of ftrength and humane excellen- 
CiCS, are 4 namec of no eſdeeme with God, for God 1s no re- | 
| fpe&or of perfons. None of theſe names have wiſedome to | 
| open the "myſtery of mans ſalvation, werth to fatishe Gods | 

| jaſtice, or «bility to diflolve the works of Satan, or ſndti- 

| he the foules of men ; Chriſt alone communcates falva- | 
tion to the Lords people ; the Arke was the only place of | 
ſafery to Noah from the deluge ; Chriſt is the onely Gfe- 
guard of the ſoule ct man from the dcluge of deſtruction ; 
all that were oat of the Arke perithed in the waters, there | 
isno {alvation to them that arc eut of Chrift Jeſus. Chriſt 
is the head and ro08, cnlivining man,The body of Lazarmwe lay 
corporally dead till Chrift raiſed it ; the foule of man lics ſpt- 
ritually dead untill Chriſt quickens it, Chriſt is the Swnne 
enlightening man , the world without the Sun is in dark- | 
| nefſe, the foule without Chriſt is in blindneſſe, none of the | | 
Magitians and wiſe men, onely Zoſeph was able to inter- 
pret Pharaohs dream? : Neither mannor Angell, but Chriſt 
onely, hath revealed his fathers will, and counſell touching 
| mans-ſalvation ; Chriſt is the Congauerawy that vanquiſheth 
| the adverſaries of mans peace ; all Hracl ſtood | 
oncly D avid overthrew the great Galiah : Chrift a n | 

ath 
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| the ſinne of mans ſoule ,' none of the rivers .of Damajeus, 


| OO Salvationby (rift, | | 


| vdenth deſtroyed the Devill thar \had' the power. of death, and 


| delivered them who through frare of death Were all their life 
; rome ſubjeft to bondage : Chriſt is the ſwrery that payes mans 


debt, 'he' gave himlcife a ranſome'for man, who. all the 


; world could not-redeeme ; Chriſt is the forme purging 


' only !Jordan cleanſed the leprofie'of of Naaman ; neither 


; man nor Angell, only the Lord Jeſus can purgeaway mas 


nockeanneſte :; Chrilts righteonſne (ſe is the-reabe which co- | 


' vers us, and makes us appeare jult in Gods pre ſznce 2: 74- 


| cob obtained the bleſling not in his owne; but :1n ys el- | 
| der brothers ' apparell : Man is accepted of God, ob-| 


| taines the bleſſing of pardon and peac:, not through his | 


| owne but through the rightecuſncfſe of Chriſt ; Chriſt is 
the treaſure-and ſtore-houſe which tilleth man, all the gar- 
ners mithe land of Egypt were empty ; onely foſeph had 
| proviſion for them; all the ſoules of men arc empty, on- 
1y Chriſt filleth af ia af : Chriſt is the Prizce of mans 
| peace, and Authour of mans reconciliation with God, 7e- 
| ſephs brethren, being (hepheards were an abomination to 
| the ' Egyptians ; but by ./-/ephs meanes they came nigh to 
| Pharas , and found favour with him : Man -by reaſon of 
| his finne isan abomination to the Lord, but through Chriſt 
| he commeth nigh to God, and finds fweet and gracious 
| ACCEPtance of God ; and thus as in a glaſſ: we ſceall the 
' cauſes of mans falvation and eternall happincſle derived, 


_ _ 


| and flowing from} and through "Chriſt Tefus. God+ mini- | 
 ftring all his fulneſ2 unto man by Chriſt , and accepting | 
'-man and all his holy ſervice in Chriſt ; he that looks be- | 
fide -or beyond Chriſt . for ſalvation , looks beyond the | 
-fountaine for water to refreſh him, beyond the Sunne for | 
light to guide' him, and beyond the rrocke for a founda- | 
-tion to {upport him 3 be that layes not firme and ſure hold | 
; on Chriſt, never meets with ſweet, with ſure and ever-| 
| Laſting peace 3 he that truly embraceth Chrilt, may un- | 
| doubtedly wade himſelfe of his falration ; he hath a 
| guide of infinite wiſcdome to dire him, a rocks of invin- 


_ ſtrength to ſuſtaine him; a rich and royall roabe of 


abſolute 
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Evill of bunuane inventions in Gods worſhip, WE | 


UPSTATE | -2/ 1 "he _ | | 
abſolute purity to cloath and cover him ; a {onqueronr of | 
inſuperable power to ſubdue all that doth oppoſe him ; an | 
Advocate of never _ interceſlion, to tak: off all the | 


accuſations which are broughe againſt him ; and a fiery 

Chavet to carry 1m through all ditficultics, to ſweet and | 
everlaſting reſt in the higheſt heavens, | | 
Chriſts comming in his Fathers name, Chriſts authority | D1nger of | 
and ability to miniſter falyation makes manifeſt their folly "-ypins ow | 
and vanity, their pride and infolency, who leaving Chrilt New Chriſt ro| 
and the rules which he hath given, the lawes of divine | ,;,,, EO 
worſhip which he hath preſcribed, betake themſelves to | s,i!s hereof. | 
humane traditions, and ſelfe-inventions, teaching and recei- | 1.Derozarery | 
ving for docrines the commandements of men ; apraftiſe | © Cirilis Au- | 
x. very derogatory to the Awthority and dominion of Chriſt | **9:ity. | 
who is the King of the Church, whoſe voice alone ought if 
to be heard in the Church of God , who is ſet over the 
houſe of God, and ought to be obferved as the Lord and | 
Maſter of the houſe by the whole family of faith, and hou- 
: 


D————— oO} AS CO OG on I. 


| (hold of God, who is cxalted above the Church, as the 
| bead above the members, as the husband above the Spoule, 
| Doth not a Subjects receiving of Lawes from a forraine 
Prince much derogate from the authority of his owne So- 
veraigne ? Doth not a ſervants receiving dircQion from | 
| another man in his fervice arnihilate tins Maſters juris- 
| dition ? Doth not a wives conforming her to the pre- 
ſcription of a ſtranger, obſcure and darken , and even diſ- 
anull the authority of her husband ? And what clſe doe the 
embracers of forrame and ſtrange inventions, but deny and 
difanul the jarisdi&ion and dominion of Chriſt 2 Doth | 
not our Saviour {ay to fuch , Tow have made the Commuande- 
ment of God of none effett through yowr traditions, The ob- 
fervatton of mens devices in Gods ſervice is a tran{greſſion 
of Gods precepts. He that thinks to honour and plcaſe God 
by thralting npon God his owne deviſes, in ſtead of ho- 
nouring and pleafing him, doth very highly diſhonour and 
provoke him : No man doth further honour Chriſt , then |, a... crea 
he conformes himſelfe to the Law and rule of Chrilt, | pg: ro ; 
2. This alſo argues much pride and preſampion in m_ | lumpricn. 
w / 
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his Soveraigne how he ſhall be obeyed ; who but an infc- 
lent ſervant will -take upon him ts preſcribe to his Lord | 
and Maſter how he ſhall be ſerved ; and who but a proud 
| ſoule durſt take upon him to give a Law anto his God 
how he ſhall be adored ; who but the great Maſter of 
| humane traditions fitteth in the Temple of God as God, 
and exalts himfſclfe aboye all that is called God : The mott 
ſuperſtitious are the proudelt of all perſons, their very hu- 
| mility is ambition who have a ſpirit of luperſtition over-| 
{waying them ; they adore themiclves and not Chriſt, 
who negle& the rule which Chriſt hath given, and wor- 
ſhip after their owne invention : His ſervant man is to 
whom he &s ; he that worſhips :ccording [to a rule 
of his owne framing ferves himſelte'and not God ; in ſtead 
;.Diſpa'aze-* | of obeying God he becomes 2 Law-giver unto God. 3.This 
mentof Chrifts | doth much impeach and diſparage the perfeftion of. Chriſt 
wiledome. and the ſufficiency. of the Sctipewres, Tf there be light cnough 
| in the. Sunne what needs a candle ? If all the treaſures of 


who but a proud Subject will take upon him to give a Law to 


wiſedome be hidden in Chcilt, and h's word able to make 

{ Man wiſe unto {alvation, what need or uſe in this bebalfe| 

| of mans invention ? addition cycr {uppolſeih Impateion. 
4 Perillous to | 4 This is very perilious to the ſoules of men, He that leaves 
the ſoule, Chriſt and his word, and applycs himſclte to tradition, ike 
the fooliſh mantin- the parable,,. he leaves, the rocke, and 
builds upot- the ſand, which will finke under him; he for- 
fakes the firme. pillar, and leanes upon a withered recd, | 
' which-will picrce him ; he goes from the living fountaine | 
| to the broken ciſterne. wherein is no water torcfreſh him; 
he refnſeth the whear, and feeds upon the chaffe which will 
cheake him; hereze&eth the wine, the Qlive, and the Fig- | 
tree, and addreſicth himſclfe to the bramble which will nor 
feed nor ſhelter him, but ſcratch and pricke, goare and 
torture him. Humane obſcryations like the fooliſh Virgins 
u1ſa,8.20, Lamps are empty, there is no light in them : Like the 
Tree in the oo mo had o_ yd no fruit ; theſe 
are no trees p , no it groweth on 
em. no bleſſing, but a ck attends them Theſe like 


Z the 
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Bad effetts of hanaxc Inventions. 


the ſonnes of Sheva have no power to overcome Satan ; in 
ſtead of miniſtring freedome they imbondage the ſoulc to 
Satan ; theſe like obs friends are miſerable comforters and 
Phyſitians of no value, in ſtead of healing they Wownd, 10 
ſtead of nouriſhing they deftroy, in ſtead of gathering home 
the ſoule of man to Chriſt, endearing man to God ,. and 
bringing him to communion with God and Chriſt ; they 
ſeparate man from God, oblige man to Satan, and aſſeciate 
| the ſoule with the Devill, according to that of the Apoſtle 
difſuading the ( orinthians from the tuperſtitions and inven- 
tions of the Gentiles, ſaying, / would not that ye ſhowld have 


Loyd, and the cup of the Devils, ye cannot be partakgrs of the 
table of the Lord, and of the table of Devils, He that wor- 
ſhips God by humane tradition ferves not God but Satan; 
as we cannot ſerve God and Mammon, no more can we 
worſhip God 'and an Idoll. The fGcritice which is not of- 
fered to God with fire from his owne Altar , is an abo- 
minable oblation ; whatſocuer duty, a&, or cxcrciſe of 
| Religion, bath not Gods word for the rule of it, is in Gods 
| interpretation, a ſervice of Satan, and in ſtcad of pleaſing 
; provokes Gods indignation : They have * mowed me to jea- 
 lanſie (faith the Lord) with rhat Which i not god, they have 
proveked me to anger with their vanities, a fire ſhall be kind- 
' led in mine anger, and ſpall burne wrto the loweſt hell, and ſhall 
conſume the earth With ' her increaſe. As Chrilt therefore is 
come in Gods name, furniſhed with all authority and demi- 
nion, ſo let us in evcry thing receive our commiſſion and di- 
reion from him, 

The pcrte&ion of Chriſts authority and dominion , and 
fulneſſe of divine abilities, rare man to foure duties to- 
wards Chriſt. 1. A duty of Sbjettion, as to him that hath 
ſupreame authority. We are charged by a voice from heaven 
to heare him, to him 1s given a name above cvery name, 
and to him muſt we make all the faculties of our ſoules, 
| and all the members of our bodics to vaile and ſtoop, as 
all the ſheaves in oſephs viſion fell downe before his ſhcafe, 


| 


| 


fellowſhip with the Devils, ye w cannor drinks the cup of the |» * Cor.10, 
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| 20,21, 
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| Tohim let us ſubjzeR our ſelves, 1, Spiritwally. The aw 
T O 


[ 


| 


| 
x Dcut,zt, 21, 
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| 
Chriſts Aucho-; 
rity and abil:- 
ty erefling ro | 
4 Cuties, | 
t,Ot Sub.cAt:6, 
Properties of | 
SubzeQion, 

1.Spuricuall, 


— — — 


2. Fi'iall, 


| 
y Luk.1,74,75 


3 Univerſal 


4 Speedy 


Subirttion to Chriſt, 


Of the commandement is love out of a pure heart , ariſing | 
from an inward principle of true grace. Worſhipping in | 
Spirit and in truth is the worſhip which Chrift requireth, | 


accepteth, and wherein he delighteth, obedience trom an 


' unſandtified heart is but tilrhy water from an unclcane 
| fountaine, and bad fruit of a corrupt tree : Chriſt takes no 
pleaſure in it, the ſacrifice, prayer, and whole way of the 
| wicked is an abomination to the Lord. 2. To Chriit let us 
ſubje& our ſelves, filially, not as ſlaves for feare of hell, but 
as ſonnes for love, having a holy atteftion awing us, and 
making us loath to off :nd Chritt, our love to and delight 


cepts, ſerving him Yy withow? feare, without baſe and ſervile 


feare, in holineſſe and righteonſneſſe before him all the dayer of 


our fife, 3.To Chriſt let us be ſubjeR wniverſally, Aoſes 


' built the whole Tabernacle after Gods patterne , man muſt | 
build his whole converſation according to Chriſts preſerip- | 


tion ; that obedicnce which is not univerſall, is un- 
found and hypocriticall ; the Law is ane Copulative, he 


It 'is to no purpoſe with Saw/ to ſay the refule of the 


that labors not the mortification of all ſinne, As the care- 
full Scholler therefore writes according tothe whole copy : 
fo let us have reſpect to the whole Law of God ; and as 
ſometime Jonarhnns armour-bearer ſaid to him ,, Loe / am 
with thee according to thy heart, tnyne thou Which Way ſoever 
' thou wilt, Thus It vs be with Chriſt, even after Chriſts 
' own heart, let us be with him which way focrer he 


; ttrnes before us, in his word, walking with Zachary and 
 Elizalerh,in all the or dinantey of God, 4, To Chriſt let us ſubs | 


.5=& onr ſelves ſpeedily : As Abraham roſe up carly , and 


pur away the bond-woman and her ſonne <: {© let us Tile | 
up 
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in holinefle moving us to walke in the way of Gods pre. 


that allowes himſelfe in the breach of one precept is guilty | 
of the whole Law ; he that makes not conſcience of all 
truly makes conſcience of none, It is in vaine with Herod 
to doe many things reſerving an Herodias in our boſomes: | 


ſtuffe, reſerving to our ſelves the lowing Oxe, and blca- | 
ting Sheep ; his heart is not right with God that walks 
not in all the wayes of God ; he doth truly hate no finne, | 
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Dependance on (rift, [= 
up early, and*put away our finnes betimes : Let us not 
fleep and flumber like the fooliſh Virgins, with empt 
Lamps ; but let vs haſten our foules out of fin to Chriſt, 
as the Angels haſted Lot out of Sedome : [Let us * conſider 
our wayes, and turne to the teſtimonies of the Lord: Let 
us make haſte and not delay, as the crring traveller haſte- | 
neth to his right path : Let us our Creator inthe | 
dayes of our youth, and ſeeks him while he may be found ; | 
and as * Ahimaaz ran as ſoone as Foab gave him a com- | 


million, ſo let us labour to be as ready to obey, as Chriſt | 
to command ; ſpeedy obedience doth much honour and come | 
mend mans ſervice, 5.To Chriſt let us ſubje& our ſelves | 


97 


2 Plal, 119.60, 


42 Sam.18, 


feely , not mercinarily as hirclings , but freely as friends | 5-Free 
 {crving Chriſt for Chriſh himſclfe, intending Chrift and his | 


' 


| depend upon him, cleave to him , when you are in dark- 


glory above our ſelves, in all our ſervices, moving to Chriſt | 
fully and freely , as the rivers to the Occan, As Rachel: | 
beauty indnced Faceh to twice ſeven yearcs fervice : ſolet 


| Chrifts beantics, the apprehenſion we have of Chriſts per- | 


fe&ions worke and draw us to a frze and ready ſervice of 
Chriſt in all difficulties ; Chriſt abhorres al baſenefſe, all | 
by and ſiniſter reſpe&s in mens ſervices : He that ſerves 
not Chriſt for Chriſt himſclte, ſerves not Chriſt but himſclfe. 
6. To Chriſt let us ſubje& ftedfafth, as the wife to the hus- 
band untill death , keeping the commandement alWayes nnto 
the exd, abiding with Chriſt, as 7rr45 with David, in life 
and in death : Perfeverance with Chriſts Jeſus crownes 


mans ſervice, He that continue th to the end ſhall be ſaved, 


A ſecond duty which the fulnefſe of Chriſts anthority | 2.Of Depem- 


dance. 


and divine abilities doth preſſz upon us is a duty of Depens- | 
dance, Chriſt is no withered reed, no ſandy foundation, | 
no weake, poore, and empty perſon, but one endowed 
with all power-and authority, with all abilities ; therefore 


neſſe and have no light : > 7ru## in the name, in the power, 
truth, faithfulneſſe, and al-ſufficirncy of the Lord ; Chrift 1s 4 
© hiding place from the Wind , and 4 covert from the tempe*t, 
4 rivers of waters in 4 place, as the ſhadoW of a great 
rocke in 4 Weary land, Chriſt is a comforter in all ſorrowes, 
| L a helper 


6.Stedfaft. 


þ Iſa 50.10, 


c Iſa.33-3- 
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Dependanct on (trill. Love to (rift, _ 
a helper at all needs, a dcliverer in all diſtreſſes, a counſcl. 
lor in all doubts, and a ſupply in all wants z therefore fay | 
'wpon the Lord :; He can command a deliverance for Jacob | 
| when there is no deliverer, as he commanded the ſtormy 
[tempeſt , and reſtored a calms to the Diſciples : He can 
| ſupport man when he is ready to finke, as he ſupported Pe- 
ter (inking in-the water ; he can —_ as he made pro- 
viſion for the Diſciples attending him, and having nothing 
to cat, as he arcd a Well for Hagar when her bottle 
was empty ; he can comfort , when all the ſtarres of con- 


Sampſon honey oat of the Lyon; therefore looke unto Chrilt, 
faſten the cycs of your faith upon him, commit your ſelves 
to him, truſt your ſelves with him,and you ſhall ſee ia due ſea- 
ſon a miniſtration of whatſoever is behovefull. 

A third duty whereunto this preſſzth us is a duty of 
Leveto Chritt : In Chriſt is the fulnes of all abilities, what- 
ſoever is worthy of love is in Chriſt in the higheſt perfe- 
Rion ; therefore this ſhould much endeare Chriſt to man, 
avd make him very amiable and glorious in the eycs of 
man : He indeed is worthy of all love, he is the Xing that 


folation are {ct ; he can give light 1n darkneſſ:, as he gave 


rules over us, the guide that leads us, the hepheard which 
watcheth over, and feeds us, the rav/omer that redeemes 
us, the wilder which new makes us, the Captarre that over= 
comes for us, the zeacber that inſtrateth us, the rrea/7 
that enricheth us, and the hwband who betrotheth himſel 
unto us ; therefore he ſhould be in our tye the faircſt of 
ten thouſand, our foules (hould be (icke of love towards him, 
and inour love we ſhould proſtrate our ſelves, and all that is 
ours under him. 

A fourth duvy whereunto this doth prefſz us, is a duty 
of Acgaieſcence in Chriſt, and contentation with Chriſt; in 
Chriſt are all divine abilitics:; he that hath Chriſt hath 
all, he that hath the Sunne hath all light, he that hath the 
fountaine hath all water , he that hath Chriſt may fay as 
jacob did, 1 have enough. Elkaneh gave to Hama a worthy 
portion, he hath the choiſeſt portion to whom God gives 


Chriſt ; he that poſſ:{ſeth molt of Chriſt, hath the richeſt, 


the 
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the ſweeteſt, the moſt noble and ſure poſſeſſion ; he hath 
'no cauſe to complaine of want who hath the finition of 
Chriſt ; the ſoule which enjoyeth Chriſt as his King, as 
his counſeltor,as bis friend, as his treaſure, as his bridegroome, | 
a$ his ſhield and fountaine, hath the Higheſt honour, the 1 
choiſeſt wiſedome, the ſweeteſt comfort, the beſt riches, | 
the moſt heart-reviving love, the fureſt defence, and the | 
chicteſt and moſt abiding and foule-contenting tuincſc : Of | 
all the giftsof God Chriſt is the worthieſt ; of all the cſtatcs 
' of men theirs is the ſweeteſt and moſt comfortable who have 
Chriſt for their poſſeſſion, 


, 
, 
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Cuar, XIV, 


SD ſecond l "ms in theſe words is a benediFion, | - 
| 4 ntterced by Te Miniſters of the Lord , We have bleſſed 
| you out of the houſe of the Lord ; wherein we have, 1.the | 
parties bleſſing, the Miniſters of the Lord ; We, who are cal- | 
| led of God to this facred funAion, who are appointed to | 
make prayer and ſupplication for you, to pronounce a bleſ- | 
fing upon you. Holy and faithfull Miniſters are the inſlru- | Note, 
mentall cauſes of great bleſſings ro Gods Church and ſervants. | 
| 2. here is their 42, an a& of bleſling , We have bleſſed : þ 
Miniſters blefſe the people ſomerime by way of wore and 
exoptation, prayer and ſupplication ; ſometime by way of | 
vocall pronunciation, pronouncing good things in the name | 
of God upen them ; ſometime by way of prophecye and pre- 
| diflion, foretelling great bleſſings to come ; ſometime by 
| way of doftrine and inſtruttion ; They declare and open | 
| the bleſſings which God ey poop for them, and the. 
Lord by them as by his miniſterzall inſtruments commu- 


nicates his grace and bleſſing to the ae It muſt be the 
g 


in their funttion, | Note, 
that 


Miniſters dipenſers of Bleſſings oo 
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Care of Miniſters ſo to _—_— themſe 
Ne 2 


199 | 


Note. 


e Iſa 194! 9» 


is ac le, you who wiſh well to Chriſts kingdome, 
| | |you who readily endeavour the exaltation of Chriſts name, 


——. 


Miniſters diſpenſers of Bleſſings 


that they prove 4 bleſſing tothe people, 3. Here is the 06-\ 
ieft or partics bleſſed, Tow, you to whom Chriſts comming 


and Goſpell, we have bleſſ:d4 you. The. /abonrs of Gods Mi- 
miſters prove 4 bleſſing onely to ſuch people 4s reioce in, and ew- 
deavour the aduancement of the Gofpell, 4, Here is the place | 
from whence they bleſſ:d the people, out of: che bouſe of the. 
Lord, the place of Gods publike worſhip, where his Saints | 
arc afſembled-, his. ordinances fincercly: handled , his name 


invocated, his word preached , and religious duties ccle- 
brated : God wſeth to difpenſe hu Firitnall bleſſings in the 


together we may gather, That, 

Ged by bu and faithfull Minifters difpenſeth every 
great, ſWeet, and heavenly bleſſing to his Church and ſervants: 
The Lord by 7o/eph_ brought great: proſperity to the houſe 
of Pharaoh ;, be 4 bleſſed the Egyptians houſe for Joſephs ſake. 
the bleſſing of the Lord was upon all that he had in the 
houſe-and- in the field x the Lord by«the...preſence and la- 
bours of his Miniſtcrs bleſſeth his Church and ſeryants, his 
bleſſing is upon. their ſouls, and upon their bodies, upon 
| all their labours, and upon all their poſſzſfions ; the cltate: 
and perſons, the undertaking and poſſeflions of men arc 
made very us through. the prayer and. labours of 
Gods. Mini This was pr the. mouth of 
Eſaq,.in * that day, inthe day of the Goffell, when (alva- 
4 tion ſhall be preached and publiſhed in and through Chriſt ; 


Cu ——_ 


publike and ſacred aſſemblies, From all theſe particulars knit 


T bere ſhall be an. Altar to the_ Lord in the midſt of the land 


tar aad a pillar, the worſhip of, God (hall. be erected, 
the word preached, the Sacraments adminiſtred, Chriſt the 
true Chriſtians Altar and pillar. ſhall be clearly manifeſted, 
his name publiſhed, his kingdome eſtabliſhed, his truth pro- 
ed among. the; people. of. Iſrael, Egypt. and Adyria, 


of Egypt,. and 4 pillar at the border thereof to the Lord an} 


the Lard of Hoffs ſhall blefſe, ſaying, bleſſed be Figypt my 


La —_ſtery 
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Ms and Alſyria the Works of my hands, and Iſracl mine. 
| verzzance-: There is the blelſing attendant on the Minis \ 


——— 


Bleſſing waits upon the Miziſtery, 
\ſtery of the Goſpell, a bleſſing of regeneration , renovati- 
| on, remiſſion, and ſweet reconciltation with God in Chriſt; 
they arc the choiſeſt and beſt bleflings which God commu- 
| nicates by his Goſpcll to the ſouls of his people; the very 
| names and titles given to Gods Miniſters, doe as in lively 
| characters declare how great a biclling they ate to Gods 
| Church and people ; being ſtiled Seers, Lights, Watchmen, 
| Shep.heards , Salt, Nurſes, Labourers, SteWards, Horſemen | 
| and (harets : The eyes arc a bleſſing to the body, to guide | 
it; the light. is a bleſſing to the world enlightening it; the | 
' watchmen are a bleliing to the City, giving warning to it ; | 
the Shepheards arc a tleſling to the flocke, watching over | 
it, conducting and feeding it ; the Salt isablefling to the: 
meat, preſerving it from putrefaftion ; the Nurſes are a 
bleſling to the children, miniſtring proviſion to them ; the 
Lavourers are a _— to the vineyard, manuring and | 
dreſſing it, removing the thornes avd bryars out of it, and | 
ſawing good and profitable feed in it ; Stewards arc ableſ- | 
ſing to the houſe , guiding it, diſtributing to the ſeverall 
| neceſſities of the perſons in it ; Horſcmen and Charets are 
/a bleſſing to the kingdome, ſtrengthening and protein 
it ; Gods Miniſters are - pt bleſſing 0g Church 
and people, as eyes guiding them, as lights laying open 
the his things of God before them, »s Watchmen ad-| 
moniſhing them, Shephcards leading-and defending them, | 
as Salt ſcaſoning their ſonles, preſer vivg them frourthe putre- | 
fation of fin, qzd making them a fweee favour unto God ; | 
as Nurſcs feeding, as. Labourers ,manuring, and dreſ- | 
fing their ſoules , and as horſcmen and charets defending 
them againſt their ſpiritnall adverſaries, making them vi- | 


and holineſſe ; and the having of Gods Miniſters, the en- | 
/ joyment of them and their labours hath herctofore been | 
conceived , and taken as a great bleſſing , as a meancs at- 
| tended with a bleſſing from the Lord ; as appeares by that | 
ſpeech of AMicah, having gotten a Levite for bis Pricſt, 


NoWf know 1 (faith he) that the Lord will doe me good, ſeeing I { ludg.17.13, 


bave a Levite to my Prieſt © His judgement was good con- 
- cciving 


Qorions, and driving them forward in the m_ of peace | 


- — — — CDS <> ——_——_—. — —D_—— - — 


— 


2 1 Kinno, 8, 
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x "Having Gods Hnſerra great bleſſing. 
crjning, Gods bleſling to attend the labours of Gods Mini- 
ers, though he ſhametully erred in expeRation of it b 

an idolatrons ſervice ; and our Saviour plainl tnouncerh 
them bleſſed who enjoyed the light of his doctrine, to 
whom he opencd the myſteries of Gods kingdome : Þ e/- 
ſed (faith he ) are the eyes which ſre the things that ye ſee: 
Bleſſed for the preſence of the oo of CG 
for the neare appropinguation of God unto you, for the ma 
wp of od before you, for the 


O_—_ of the great thin 


| ation of the love of God in Jeſus Chr 
| for the great ſalvation offered 


br Chriſt is greater 


— w—_— 


Hiew of the hnne which is within you: or the reve» 
towards you, and 
out; great and manifold, 
ſweet comfortable is the blifſe and happineſſe tendred 
' unto man by the preſence of Gods ordinances, and hol 
|labours of Gods Miniſters ; of all light, the light of Gods 
| countenance, and the light of the Goſpell, arc the chic- 


feſt and ſweeteſt bleflings : 8 Happy (faid the Queene of 


Sheba to Solomon) are thy men, happy are theſe thy ſervants 


which may ſtand continually before thee, and that heare thy Wiſe- | 
"C then Solomon, they arc more happy | 
of his | 
| miniſtery , and heare his wiſedome in the Goſpell ; The 


who may ſtand continually before him in the houſe 


: 


amongſt you, | 


man — to CONS Prins, the greater is mans | 
happineſle ; ore, Bleſſed (faith the Plaliniſt)»s the b wan 


eee 


. whom thow chuſeſt, and cauſeſt 10 approach umo thee, that he | 


way dwell in thy 
of thy howſe ; ever# of thy. hoty Temple, Bleficd is the man, 
happy is the man, ſweet and comfort is the cftate, 


and condition of the man whom thou leaveſt not, as a 


houſe in darkneſſe without light ,*as a field overgrowne 


a captive 1n 
diſeaſe without Phyſitian, as a City th famine - without 
food to feed them apes” pen man __—_ mu ek 
not caſt away, as the ,r ate, and rejected mul- 
titude, tO 5h in their ſinnes - pre adopteſt, and 


> 


takeſt to thy ſelfe to be thy lonne by adoption,. and to be 


y—_ 


Conrrs, he ſoall be ſathfied with the geodneſſe 


| 


with thornes and bryars, without busbandman to mapure * 
and drefſe it, as a dead man in the grave without lite, as 
priſon without freedome, as a ficke man in his | 


| 


l 
. 


NE 


and heire of thy cclcſtiall ang everlaſting kingdome ; and | 
canſeſt to approach nuto rhee, calling him by thy word, to | 
be a ſcholler in thy ſchoole, as member of thy Church and | 
of thy Chriſt, a partaker of thoſe benefits , gifts and gra- | 
ces which thou diſpenſeſt by thy ordinances ; 4 dWeller in 
thy Courts, converſant in that Congregation, where he may | 
heare thy voice, learne thy will, embrace thy truth, and | 
his ſoule have intereſt and acquieſcence by faith in thy | 
promiſes ; and be ſatufied with the goodneſſe of thy houſe ; | 
with the heavenly my'tcries there opened, with the gifes | 
and graces there diſpenled,: as the eye is (atisficd with the | 
Sunne , as the palate is ſatisfied 'with the fountane, and 
the hungry ſtomacke with the full feaſt ſer before it ; and 
this the Lord promiſcth and propoſeth as a great blcſling 
to the people, as an anker in the ſtorme to ſuſtaine and 
ſtay them, as a fealt in the famine to feed them, as alight 
in the darkneſſe to revive and ſolace them, as an anſwer | 
and recompence to all their tryals, troubles and diſaſters : 

The people (faith the Lord) hall dwell in Sion at Jeruſalem, | 
they ſhall returne from their captivity and bondage, and 

ſhall enjoy the houſe of God, the facred aſſembly, and his 
ordinances ; thou ſpalt weep no more, the ſorrow of thy cap- 
tivity, exil:ment, and eftrangement from the houſe of God 


: 


thee, at the woice of thy cry, When be ſhall heare it he will an- 
{wer thee ; and though the Lord give you the bread of adverſity, 
and the water of affliflion, though he bring you into 
many ſtraights, and great diſtreſſes, yer hall not thy | reachers 20, 
be removed into a corner any more, but thine eyes all ſee thy * 
teachers, and thine eares ſhall heare 4 word behind thee, ſaying, | 
this is the way Walke ye in. it : The having of Gods ordi» | 


nances is a bleſling fweetning the moſt diſaſtrous eſtate of 


Gqds people. The preſence of the Goſfpell miniſters ſweet | 
conſolation to Gods children , in the greateſt »fiiQion ; | 
better is the cſtate of man in the _—_—_ of the labours | 
of Gods Miniſters in the abſence of all wor'dly alitics, | 


then in the preſence of all worldly fulncfſe, the Lords Mi- 


| niſters being ſtrangers ; great is the blefſedneſſe of that 


"_Y 4 t; Fe people | 


|  Enjoyment,of Chriſt in the (3 ofpoll a ſweet poſſeſſion. To | 193 


ſhall be taken away ; The Lord will b#wery gracious wnto 11ſa-30.19. 


Groads hereot 


s.Communi- 
cation of 
Chriſt by G ads 
Miniltcrs, 


| 1.Knowledge 
of Chriſt. 
kh 2 Cor. 4.6. 


| 204 | 


: 
: 


(riit communicated by his Miniſters. | 


people to whom the Lord affords his Goſpell, ſingular ſonle. 
raviſhiag,and heart-ſfatisfying are the gifts and favours, com- 
' forts and mercies, which God difpenſeth by his Minrfters, 

|. Inregardof Gods communication of Chriſt to the ſaal-s of 
men by the laboars of his Miniſters ; Ph ra communi- 
cated the fulnaſſe-of Pgypt to the people, by Foſeph, the 
Steward of his houſe God commuaicares the fulnefle wliich | 
he hath put into Chriſt, to the ſoules of men, by his Mi- 
niſters, the Stewards of his hoaſe, the Church ; the Stars 
in the night ſalon communicate the fulneſſe of the Sunne | 
to the aire, and inhavitants of the earth ; the Miniters as 
Starres in the right hand of Chriſt the Sunne of Righteouſ- 
neſſ=- communicate to the foules of men the faln:f: of 
' Chriſt Jeſus in the nighe of this world ; we are all ftran- 
 gers to Chriſt Jelas without the Lords Miniſters ; Chriſt 
1s hidden from: that people which enjoy not the miniſtery 
of the Goſpell ; Gods Miniſters by their labours commu- 
nicate the knoWedge of Chriſt, as the Embaſſador commu- 
nicates the knowledge of the King and of his mind. God 
(faith the Apoſtle) who commanied the light to ſhine out of | 
darkneſſe, hath fined ints © our brarts to give the knowledve of 
the glory of God in the face of (hnift Feſws, God is knowne 
| in and through Chriſt, as a man is knowne in and by his 
face : We know A carthly Father in the face of his Sonne 
begorten by him ; we know God as a father of tnercics,only 


and throngh the face of Chriſt Jeſus ; we ſee the face of man 
in aghafſe, in the Goſpell, in thelabours of Gods Miniſters ; 
we behold as i 4 | g/aſſe, the face of Chriſt Teſus : Chriſt 
is a ſtorchouſe in whom are hidden "1 all the rreaſures of 
wiſedome. T he Miniſters have the miniſteriall key of know- 
ledge to open Chriſt unto the+ people : Chriſt is a living 
fountaine, a well of falvation, well ſealed and ſhutup in 
the Scriptures : Jacobs rowled away the ſtone from the 
mouth of the well, and gave Laban: flocke water to drinke, 
the Miniſter rowles away the ſtene, removes the obſcurity 


of the Scripture , - and interprets it, and makes the 
people drinke of Chriſt, the true and everliving fountaine ; 
the Miniſters communicate the fab of Chriſt as Gods ir:« 
| ſtruments 


| 
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| Church and ſervants , whom he joynes in wedlocke with 


(rift communicated by bis Miniſters, 


ftruments the worke of faith in inen ; the man of God by 
his prayer reſtored ® Jeroboams withered hand ; the Mivi- 
ſter by his preaching and prayer reſtores the hand of faith 
in the heart of man, formerly withercd, dryed up, and of 
no uſe : Faith commeth 4 bearing. Who ts Panl, and Who is 
Apollo but Minifters by whom ye beleeed,cven a1 the Lord gave 
to every man,” The Miniſters communicate the /f- of C hrift 
to men ; Chriſt by lis corporall voice called # Laz4rus out 
of his grave, by his Evangclicall voice, ty his word 1n the 
mouth of his Miniſters he cals the foul:s of mien out of. 
the grave of finne ; the dead in (inns 4 beare the waice of the 
Sowne of God in the Goſpell, and they that beare,live. The | 
miniltcry of the Goſpell is the inſtrument of the foulcs vivi- | 


| cation, a meancs of Chrilts living in ther that are Gods 
' children ; the Miniſters communicue the /ove of Chriſt, | 4.Love of 


Chriſt * gives his love to the foule of man, in the mini- | 
ſtery of his word ; //«ac | was the pledges of his love to | 
Rebeckah by Eleazar his father Alrahams C:rvant : Chriſt | 
gives the pledges of his love to his Spoule the Church by | 
the Miruſters, God his fathers ſervants ; by them he wo- 


| eth and { e/fewſeth them unto himſclfe, and in the ban- / * C9r-11-2, 


quetting houl: of his ordinances, lus banner over them is 
t /ove ; the Mniſters communicate the peace of Chrilt,the | 


\ | Embaſſador fpeaks words of peace from the King, and come | 
| municates the Kings peace unto the pages ; the Miniſter, | jc;,, 6, 


the Embaſſ\dor of Chriſt the Prince of peace, * preacheth 
peace by Ieſms Chriſt to the ſoules of men. The Lord hath | 
created, ordained, and appointed the fruie of bu lips to be 
peace to them that are nigh, and to them that are afar off. | 
Chriſt feeding the multitade corporally , diſkriduted bread 
unto them by his Diſciples ; Chriſt feeding the ſoules of 
men ſpiritually with himſelfc , he rrne breal of life come 
doWne from heaven, communicates himſclte to men by the 
labours of his Miniſters. Ara ham by the hands of 18 ſer- 
vants miniſtred jewels and bracelets to Rebeckab ; God by 
his Miniſters communicates inany ſprritual and heaven]; jew-| 
cs, even the whole treaſury of Chriſt Jeſus to his faithfull 


his 
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C hriit, 
r Cant,7,14. 
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2:Deliverance 
from 5 evils 
difpenſed by 
Miniters, 
1.Spirituall 
death, 


Deliver ance difþenſed by the Miniſters, 
bis fonne : Manifold, ſweet and gracious are Gods diſpen- | 
fations of his Sonne, by the labours of his Miniſters ; Chriſt | 
in andby the miniſtery of the Goſpell is made very conſpt | 
cuous and glorious in the eyes of the people ; very great | 
is their bleſednefſe who have Chriſt communicated to them | 
by the labours of Gods Miniſters. | 
2. In regard of the evils from which God aclivers man by the 
tabowrs of ns Miniſters, God delivered the woman of Sku. 
nems ſonne from bodily death by the miniſtery of the Pro» | 
phet ; the Lord delivers the foule of man from /þirituall 
—— from being dead in finnes by the labour of his Mi-. 
niſters ; the miniſtery of the Goſpell is the inſtrumentall | 
cauſe of the = reſurreion ; the word 1s termed a Word | 
o life, declaratively revealing lite, and operatively as an in- | 
ent working life, God delivered Pas/ from his bo. 


| 2,Blindncſle, 
| 


? AR. 26. i8; 


| 


3.Bondsge. 


4. Vnclannes, 


5Soul- tortures 


 dily blindneſſe by the hands of »4nwnias ; hedelivers man | 
from Firirxall blindneſſe,by the dofrine of his meſſengers, 
by their inftruion, + he opens their eyes, and turnes them 
from darkneſſe to light, and Sow the poWer of Satan nnto God, 
The Lord delivered Peter from Heroas __ by the mi- | 
niſtery of the Angell : He delivers man 

and bondage by the'gyorke of his Miniſters , by this as by 
a warlike weapon he caſts downe the holds of ſinne : Satan | 
fals like lightening from heaven , and the foules of men | 


vid with a ſtone ont of Davids Ning, fo doth Satan before | 
the Miniſter of the Lord , with the word of God out of 
their month, God delivered Naaman from his leprofie in 
lordan, and the impotent from their infirmities tn Berthes. 
aa : The Lord in and by the Goſpell ſantifies the ſoules 

| of his children, this waſheth away their uncleanneſfe, this | 
heales their infirmitics, this makes them new creatures, | 


and brings them into a haven of ſpirituall peace and qui- 
| etneſſe : Ke makes his Miniſters as an Angell of God, and 
one of a thouſand to the afflited foule, comming like 


——__—_——— 


— 


rom Satan priſon, | 


partake of fpirituall freedoms ; as Go{iah fell before Da- | 


Chriſt by his voice appeaſed the ftormy tempeſt, and gave | 
a calme to his Diſciples ; Chriſt by Is Goſpell appeaſerh | 
the tempeſtuous and con{ciences of his ſervants, | 


Noahs 


! 


Noahs Dove with an Olive branch, quicting him that is | 
toſſed upon the deluge of trouble , turning his perplexity | 
into pcace, his feare 1wto conhdence, and his forrow into | 
ſweet rejoycings. God abundantly declares his diſpenſa- | 
tion of bleilings by his Miniſters, through the remoyall of | 
evils by their labours : The Goſpell is the choiſelt inſtru- ' 
ment averting evill ; foule and (hametfull, perplexing and | 
mortall are the plagues and mafcries reſting upon them, | 
that neither enjoy ner regard the labours. of Gods Me! 
ſters, 

3. Inregard of the bleſſed tare and condition whereinto God | Deut.t 1.29, 
puts man by the labours of bus Ainifters, The cltate of man | 3 Man by la- 
under the Goſpell, making a true uſe of the doftrines and | g,,..... © 
inſtrutions of Gods meficngers is an cſtate of bicilings : * pore aw of 6. 
The blefling of old was upon Monnt Gerazim, the bleſſing | Excellencies, 
is now upon the Goſpell : He that ſavingly entertaines the | '-Of wildome, 
Goſpell, enjoyes a molt bleſſed condition ; a condition of | 
divinc and heaven/y wiſedome, Geds Miniſters feed him with | 
| knowledge and underſtanding , and make him wife unto / 

' ſalvation ; a condition of holineſſe and fanRification, - the *-OfSanQif. 

| miniſtery of the word doth waſh him, like water, and pu= | "te 

' rifie him like fire ; a condition of liberty and fieedome, | *' P——_— 
| Moſes freed Tacl from Pharavhs bondage, Gods Miniſter 
frees the foules of his children from the ſcrvitude of Satan, 
| the world, and their owne corruption ; the word makes 


erſencfſe in their wils, from vanity in their t hts, 


Man made bleſſed and excelent by Miniſters. this. 4a. 


2urs of Mins! 


[| 
| 


| them free ; from ignorance in their a from 


m infidelity, fcrvile feare, worldly love, and carnall joy | 
in their affeRions ; the word makes them free , to know | | 
God, as the cleare cyc is free to ſee the Sunne, to receive 
Chriſt as the ſtrong and open hand, is free to receive a 

ift ; to love Chriſt, as the bride hath an open and en- 
arged heart to loyc the bridegroome, to attend Gods Or- 
dinances, to run the way of Gods Commandements, as he 
whoſe feet and ankle-bones received ſtrength by the mini- 


ſtery of Peter, was free to * ſtand and leap, and walks and x AQ 3.7,8, | 
enter into the Temple, and free to move and come to. God | , Of gxalts. | 
by faith, and love, and joy, as the rivers are free to move | tion, 


and / 
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108 | Man made bleſſed and excellent by Miniſters. 


and flow unto the ſea ; a condition of hoxowr and cxalta-| 

tion, the Goſpell making them Sonnes of God by rege- | 

| neration, the friends of God by love, the members of Chriſt 

faith, and heires annexed with Chriſt, for their preſent 

| title to, and future participation of the fame inheritance 

| with Chriſt Jeſus ; a condition of fineſſe and ſatisfaction, 

5.Of Sati+- | they are ſatisfied with the goodneſſe of Gods houſe ; the {;of- 
ren. | pell leads them unto Chrilt, the Sunne in whom 1s all 
| light, the tree on whom growes all fruit, the tountaine 
| from whom flowes all retreſhazent , the rocke in whom 
| is all ſtreygth, the pearle in whom is all worth, an4 the 
| Paradiſe in whom is all pleaſure and peace ; very ſweet 
| and wonderfull, gracious and overflowing are the comforts 
| and contentments derived from Chrilt to Gods children, 
| under their enjoyment of the Goſpell, Laſtly, a condition 
6.Of Duration | of permanency and duration ; _—_ the grafſe Wither, and 
| #e flower fade , yet the Word of the Lord abideth for ever, 
Though worldly fulnefſe change like the Moone, and va- 
niſh WC and wither like the flower and the graile, 
yet the eſtate of grace, into which men are called by ods 
Miniſters, is an cſtate of firme and ſure continuance ; they 
are ſonnes abiding alway in their fathers houſe; they are | 
trees planted by the water (ide never withering ; they are 
houſes built upon the rocke never ſinking ; their graces 
like the light thine more and more to the day of their | 
| perfe&ion ; the excellency of their eltats who enjoy and | 
| make beſt uſe of the Goſpcll, abundantly declares Gods dil- | 

, penſation of very great, ſweet apd heavenly bleſſings by the | 
abours of his Miniſters. | 


crap, 
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| untill the Miniſter of the Lord comes to quicken him. 


| the Goſpell doth not ſhine into it, to irradiate and cnligh- 


——_— ut. a... 


es Moan: wiſery without the Goſpel. 


Cuan XV 


; Lords diſpenſing of ſweet and heavenly bleſſings 
unto man, by the labours of his holy and faithfull Mi- 
niſters, ſhewes what the eſtate and condition of man is 
without the Lords Miniſters-; even an eſlate of woes, of 
myſcries, and curſes : Mans condition without the mini» 
ſtery of the Goſpell. is very wretched and miſerable, an 
eſtate of death without ſ{pirituall life z the carth without 
the Sunne is but a dead and fruitlefſe lamp ; the ſoule 
without the Sunne of porn ſhining in the Goſ- 
pell is 7 dead in finnes treſpaſſes ;. a tree rice dead, 
oacce by originall corruption, and ſecondly by actuall 
tranſgreſlion, and plucked "7 by th: * roots, wholly ſeparate 
| from all the meancs of life ; © be that hath not the Sonne, 
| externally in the, Goſpell, fnternally in his heart, miniſte- 
| rially in his word, and efficiently in his worke of grace; 
| be hath not life: Such are farre from the life of grace and 
| an&ification , as are ſtrangers to Chriſt in his Geſpell : 
| The woman of Shwnems ſonne remained dead, according 
he body, till the Prophet came and raiſed him. ; the 


: 
: 


to t 
| ſoule of man continues dead in reſpec of the inward man, 


| 2, An cſtate of da&rkreſſe : Man without the miniſtery of 
the word is in darkneſſs and the ſhalaw of death, a darke 
body without an eye, a darke houſe without a Lamp. The 
loulcs clearcſt hght is nothing elſe but darkneſk, as long as 


ten it, There was once no light in all the land of Egypr, 
onely . the- children of 1fracl had light is > their dwellings ; 


| only by that people who enjoy the light of 


there is no ſpirituall and heavenly light in all the world, 
but among Gods 1ſrael ; there js light only in-their dwel- 
lings who enjoy the Golpell, In Fadah iu God knowne, and 
s name 6 great in Iſrael, God is truly and ingly knowne 
ce Goſpell. 


3- An 


Mans <ft:ite 


! without the 


Golpell, an 
eſtace ; 
1.Ot Death, 


y Eph.2.r, 


; lud.ver. 12. 


6 11oh.c,12, 


2 King. 4, 


2.Of Darknes, 
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3. Ancſtate of ſervitude and bondage, Iſrael continued A 
der hard bondage, untill Moſes and eAaron cameto deliver 

them, untill the Lord raiſcd a fiery pillar to conduct them | 
out of Egype unto Canaan, Man abides under the hard | 


| bands of Satan and his owne corruption, untill the Lord 


ſends his Miniſter to free him, and ſets up the 6ery pillar 
of his word to lead him out of this ſervile and ſlavith con- 
dition ; Man without the Goſpell is in priſon, and hath | 
no key to open it ; he is taken captive, and hath no wea- 
pon to reſiſt his enemy , to procure his freedome ; he is 
manacled with many fetters, and hath no hammer to dil- 
ſolve and looſe 'them ; Mans condition without the mini- 
ſtery of the Goſpell is very baſe and ſervile : When and 
where the Goſpell ſhineth, then and there as the Prophet 
eth, The © eyes of the blind are opened, the priſoners are 
out from the priſon, and they that fit in darkn:fſe out 
of t priſen-houſe, 4. An cſtate of emprineſſc and barren- 
nefſe. The field without the dew is unfrutfall, the foule 
| without the dew of divine and heavenly doctrine diſtilling 
thereupon, beares no good fruit ; there is no lawfull con- 
| ception without an hueband, all the fruit of the ſoute, not 
cſpouſed to Chriſt by the Goſpell, is illegitimate, and a very 
abomination ; there is no reaping, where 1s no ſowing : The 
——_— is not r_ _ abes of _ word yeclds no 

grace,they are ni2h to burning, who 
areſt the Goſpell.5. Aneſtate of pollution and Winks 
neſſe. The houſe without the beſome is overſpread with lime | 
and cobwebs; Naamer continued leprous untill he went ſeven | 


1 


| timesinto Fordax and waſhed ; the Temple was a den of | 


 theeves till Chriſt came with his whip, and drove themout | 
the heart of man is an unclean houſe, without the beſone of | 
the word ſweeping it;the ſoule of man is overſpread with the 
lothlome leprolic of fin,untill he bathe himſelf inthe Jordan 
of theGoſpell ; the whole man is a very den of theeves , untill | 
Chriſt comes, and by the miniſtery of his word ſcourge and 
drivethern out : The miniſtery of the Goſpell is the outward 
inſtrament and meancs of the ſoules cleanfing : Every ſoule 
eſtranging it ſelfe from Godsordinance is under the power of 
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"" Better want all them the Goſpel, ) "200 


uncleannefſe, 6, An eſtate of continuall and remedilefſe 5,07 Scrowr, 
forrowes, ſtraights and perplexitics, If God begin to wa- 
ken the conſcience , and make man a little ſeniible of his 
wrath, then without the Goſpell, his cſtate like the wa- 
ters of Marah without the tree is very bitter, he cannot 
driake of it, he cannot meditate upon it, without auy com- 
fort, then he is in 4 ffraights in the midſt of his ſufficiency ; 
then he is in the green meadow of his worldly plenty, as 
a © chaſed Hart without the water brooke ; then he is full'g phil 42.4, | 
of bleſlings and agitatious ; like the Diſciples in theftorme, | M.-c.8, 
and nothing bat the voice of Chriſt in the Goſpell can mi» 
| niſter peace or comfort to him : Better be deprived of all 
worldly poſſcſlions, then of the Goſpell, and Gods Wini- 
| ſters. O that ſach men would conſider and ſtudy the miſery 
of their condition, as are left without the Goſpell, and a 
' | faithfull Miniſter to inſtruct them: All our bleſſings will prove 
at laſt as curſes, if we have not the Goſpell to ſweeten 
and fanife them to us ; the waters about ericho were 
naught, untill the Prophet powred ſalt into them ; the dee- | > Kin.z. 
peſt rivers, and fulleſt fouds of mans worldly abundance, 
prove naught, an inſtrument of death and condemnarion, | 
to him that hath not the Goſpell to feaſen them ; not the 
cſtate of him that wants carthly abilitics, but the eſtate of him 
that wants the labours of Gods Minilters,is an cltate of woes, 
miſcries,and curſes, 

Doth God diſpenſe his greateſt, his heavenly, his chot- | Their folly 
ſeit bleſſings by his Miniſters ?- Then in this, as in a plaine | 9pened who 
and open characer may we read their folly, and their im- an p po 
piety, who eſtrange themſelves from the houſe of God, who | 5m 
Neight and undervalue the labours of Gods Miniſters ; theſc « 
meneſtrange themſelves from the place, aad from the meanes 
of blefling : The ſoule which is regardleſſe of the miniſtery of | 
the Goſpell is far from bleſſing ; ſach as come not to the light 
abide 1n darkneſſe ; ſuch as reje& the Phykitian, periſh in their 
diſeaſes ; ſuch as caſt away their weapon, fall-in the bat- 
tell ; ſuch as refuſe the miniſtery of the word, the light, 
the phyſicke, and armour of their ſoules, abide in ignorance, | 
| pcrilh in their umpictics, and fall before their gn" ad- | 

verſaries 


Exod.15.x5. 
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Grounds of 
negleEing the 
maniltery, 


Ground, foly and evill of neglefling the Goſpel. | 
verſaries. Such as came not to the Arke, the place and in- 


ſtrument of preſervation in the deluge , were drowned in | 
the waters : ſuch as refuſe the miniſtery of the Goſpell, | 


the inſtrament of the ſoules preſervation, are ſwallowed | 


Abiram refaling to come up at Moſes call, the carth ope- 


in the deluge of Geds vengeance ; Corah, Dathan, and | 


ned her mouth and ſwallowed them ; the carth will prove | 


the occaſion-and inſtrument of their ruine , who _— | 


their carthly mindedneſſe deſpiſe the Goſpell , and eight 
the call of Gods Miniſters inviring them : Such men are | 
blind, and ſee not the worth of the Goſpell, dead in (inne, 
and rate not the ſweetneſſe of Chriſt in the Goſpell, ww 
ſenſible of their owne miſery , and know not the neceſſity 
of Chriſt ; as of a Phyſician to heale them ; as of a ran- 


and cleanſe them : Such men are ſelfe-conceited, ſelf-admi- 
rers, pre up with an opinion of their owne fulneſſe, and 
conſider not the need they have of Chriſt , his Miniſters, 
[and Goſpell ; as of a guide to dire& them, as of a jewell 
to adorne them, as - 7 pearle to enrich them, and as of a 
living fpring to fill them. Such as have leaſt ſence of their 
| owne mifery and emprineſſe, are the greateſt deſpiſers and 
undervalyers of the meanes of their ctcrnall happinefſe : 
And ſuch as are moſt exalted with an opinion of their owne 
wiſedome, doe ever prove the moſt fooliſh of all others ; 
neither doth man ever declare greater folly and madneſlc, 


eng evill 
| 


| then in fleighting the Gofpell and worke of Gods Mini- 
ſters ; for every ſach man is #/ind, and will not be guided, 
leprows, and will not be cleanſ:d, in thraldome, and will 
| not be freed, empry, and will not be filled , naked, and will 
| Not be cloathed, condemned, and will not reccive a pardon 
were it is tendred : Such men refuſe Gods [Weeref? mer 
cies, and expoſe themſelves to Gods bittereſt curſes ; they 


| caſt aſide the Sealer and pledges of Gods greateſt loving 


kindneffz, and thruſt themſclves upon Gods ſevereſt judge- 
ments, and God will at laſt be farre from them, in t 
withdrawment of the light of his countenance , who arc 


nowfar from him, by their abſence from his ordinances, God 


will 


th — TTJON_ "OO" INS 
oh Mi tt. 


ſomer to redeeme them ; and as of a fountaine to wath | 
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Evils of eftr angement fom the Goſpel. 
| will at laſt eight thar prayers, * who now fleight the voice of 
bis Miniſters, 
| As the Lord diſpenſeth many ſweet and heavenly ble. 
ſings by his Miniſters, ſo it ſhould be our care and wiſe- 
| dome, 1.Not to eſtrange our ſelves from their labours, 
| ot to. withdraw our ſelves from-Gods houſe, as the Pro- 
| digall in the parable withdrew himſdlfe from his fathers 
| houle : Forger not (faith the DOES aſſe mbling of your 
ſelves together , abſence from the ſacred afſcmblics , proves 
wucomforrable and perillous, The proff:r of Gods metcy is 
refuſed, the tender of Gods ſweeteſt love'is rejected, the 
| choiſeſt comforts of the fonle are: deſpiſed ; 'the- eftate of 
. the men of the old world defpiting the Arke, the' only in- 
\ftrument of vation from the waters, proved dange- 
rous ; the eſtate of ſuch as refife the Gofpell, the meancs | 
of ſalvation proves ruinous,' everlaſting/ perdition ptoves 
[their laſt portion: the Scholler ng . himſclfe from 
|the Schoole, remaincs void of learning ; the ficke mah 
 eſtranging himſcife from the Phyſician continues 'diſcaſed'; 
| the ſouldier withdrawing himſelfc from the Artillery houſe, 
remaines unarmed ; the 'diſeaſed woman in tlie 'Goſpell 
could nor get her bloudy iffve cured ,/ untill ſhe came to 
Chriſt ; Man. eſtranging * himſclfe from the hoaſe of God 
remaines ignorant, his foule warmed, his whole man mor- 
tally bſeafed Sinne cver proves an incurable and 'mortall 
ſicknefſe to him' that abſents himſelte from Chriſt in his 
ordinances, abſence from the houſe of God, fpoyles the ſoulc 
of all ious and comfortable communien and acquain- 
tance with God ; he that refraincs the Kings Court, lo- 
ſth all communion with the King : Gods. houſe is Gods 
Court, his Goſpell rhe voice by which he ſpeaketh , the 
glaſſe in which he ſhineth and ſhewes himſclfe ; the ban- 
[-quetting houſe wherein he communicates himſelfe, as 
| the Maſter of the feaft unto his gueſts, He that negleerh 
| this, __— the __ w _— _— fre with 
' God; ngement from the houſe o brings t 
upon the ſoule ; the igall forfaking his fabers heals, 


Care not ro 


withdravy our 


ſclves from 
Gods houle, 
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became very poore and baſc, he made himſclfe a 
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aion of Swine and would haye caten-of the huskes, if any | 
man would have given to him ; great is their baſcnefſe, 

ſwiniſh are their BE rica. ſhametull is their fpirituall | 
poverty and emptineſſe , who forſake the houſe of God, ' 


low their owne-fancies : Avkeace from-the houſe ob God, 
orgies Wart of lowy"to God; Can you lovea man fron day | 


their Father, rejz<& the labours of Gods Miniſters, and fol- | 


to. day, -inviting you, preparing a coltly -teaſt for you, and 


| yet you refuſe to come within the threſhold of his houſe, | 


and ;to-taſte-of his dainties-?; Mans abſence frem the houſe 
' of T;9d proclaimes the ahenation of bis beart from God. How 


jar a thou. /w (faith D allah to Sampſon) that then loveſt me, 


exciting thee .tocome-to Ged,, whenthy foot is not with 


God in-his-itward- «tions ; who wittingly denies God 


his bodily-preſcnee ; Eftrangem-nt.. fram Gods ordinance 
| provokes; Ged, cauſerh hin to become a Rtranger to us, to 
\rejedt and' {cave ws, and to; walke as an adverſary agaivit 
[us When” Valhs refuſed to 'Ebme: to the Kings feaſt at the 
'Kings command, it was ordefed that Va/thy ſhould come 
.mo more before the King, and that her toyail ſtate ſhomld be 01 
wen wnro another better then 61, Many peopletcfuſing to come 
-t6 God; to! partake of that feaſbwhiclGodbath prepared for 
_ then in his Goſpell , have been'rgeftred-of | the Lord , ex- 
cluded from his gracious -preſente, and the Goſpel! given 
.uhtoothers, -God will deny that manthe comfort of his face 
and counteantce, who denycy/GCod hisprefence:in his facred 
;aſcmbl-es ; ſhamefull' and ſoule-deftteyiing) deſzrtion 1s the 


-ufipall attendant of -mans retuſall of the-Goſpell, When oa? 


refuſed to come to Ab/olon inviting him, Abſalon ſent,and 
fe ire in his corne fields; Mans rejection of Gods invi- 
tations,turnes his favour into anger, his mercy becomes fury. 
| Great were/Gods mercies towards }-rufalem,, great was 
Jeraſatems abuſe of 'Gods goodneiie , patience , and long- 
[Evfering,andaeche laſt very Gifmall was Herx/a/oms dcfolation ; 


- 


- aper » 


thy- hears 4 not with me, 'Howw canſt thou O man fay | 
'that-thou lovcſt-G@od, when thy heart 45 not with God, 


. | thee to the, bquie,of Gad, when thy care is | 
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| Caifell ninſnenke-ſleighted, 


tation. ad will make ſuch men deſolate at. laſt; as leave the 
houſe of God deſolate now. | 


and undcrratue the latours of Gods Miniſters, and the pre- 
ſence ard pubbeation of the Golpell ; preferritig ot baſe 
and {cryile luſts abave 1t, 5s Eſau did-a rack of pottave tbove 
his ;birthright, exalting the vaine and empty things 6fthe 


the vince ;; this 'is*the items by 'Wwhich God! conveyed the 
rivers of his grace, of his ſweeteſt and cheiſeſt beings to 
the ſoules of men ; therefore doe not deride this as a fooi/þ 
thing ; a light, an idle; a fruitlefſe thing, as a /ight head, as 
a babling ſpeech ;- bat: retmernber this/ i8 Gods ordinance, the 
mmframent by which" he bathappointedt6 miniſter falvation 
unto man, as he ordained tofave Ifracl by the ſtaffe and ſtone 
in Davids hand ; this 1s the arme and powerof God unto 
ſalvation ; this is the fiery pillar by which he will guide us ; 
this is the Bethesda in which he will heale us ; this is the 
immortail ſeed by which he will regenerate us ; this is the 
greene paſture and ſtill water by which he will leade and feed 
us ; this is the trumpet, at the ſound whereof he will make 
the wals of 7-richo, the holds of finne to fall ; this 1s the 
flore- houſe in which the Lord will enrich us ; this is the ban» 
wetting-honſe in which God will betroth us to his Son Chriſt 
clus » this is the river by which the Lord will water, re- 
cſh and glad us ; and this is the Dove by which Cod will 
ſend the Clive branch of peace unto us, Lindervalae not this 
then, which is to our ſonles a Sw» of ſo many bright and 
comfortable beames, a/ rree loaden with ſuch — {oule- 
nouriſhing fruit, a eſſengey comming with ſuc 
peaccable, and pacifying tydings, a ffere-howſe enriching us 
with ſuch matchleſſe treaſures, and an in/frument of the choi- 
ſeſt, fulleſt, and everlaſting bleſſings, How blind are they 


Ciper nanes fall and deſtruction Was 2 anſwerable to hercxall 


joyfull, | 


| 


o 
: 


world aboveit, as the! men of 'Shaphery ſet thebrambleabore | 


8 


| 


'1 Cor, 1s, 


who ſlcight the light of this Sun? how ignorant are they 

who diſcſteeme the worth of this pearle ? how diſtempered 

are thcir palates who rellifh not the (weetneſſe of this feaſt ? 

| how Jeafe are their cares who arc not affeRted with this jr 
M 2 
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| Secondly, let 1t'be our care and wiſedome; notto eight a on ” 


Muulters, 


Num. 11-5. 
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bours of | 
deight his: Chriſt, his Goſpell, or any of Gods appointed 


herefore and- attend the Goſpell as the Stare in which 
Chr the Sun of Rightcouſacſſe doth thine unto you ; as the | 
| _—_— 


the illar wherein Chriſt before you;as 
_ rnd wen Chriſt Feth you; 2s 
the fealt whercat Chriſt feedeth youzas the 


| 


and - mcanes. of their ſalvation : Hononr 


Chrilt diftilleth like the dew upon you ; 


Phyſicke by which Chriſt healeth-you; 
and as the fiery charct in which 
Chriſt triumphantly carrics 
youto cverlaſting bliſlc 

'/ and glory. 
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ths CESSATION OFF 
Mans living to himſelfe : 


* LAND 
= THE INCHOAT ION OF 
; Curisrs living in May, 


* Diſcourſing of the neceſſity, utility, and comfort of 2g 
mans nw himſclfe, and all that js his under Chriſt : 


2 Diſcovcring the danger of Self- ſecking,Self-admiration, 3 
7 and Sclt-cx-ltation,and alſo opening the Myſtery, 


I Comfort, 414d Excellency of Chriſt (tying ia Man, 
oC The whole conducing to the working of 
& Man out 6 bim/effe into Cunt. 


—— 


IWhoſoever will [ave bi: life ſhall loſe it, and whoſoever will li ſe bi liſs for 
my /ake ſhall find it, Mat. 16, 25, 
They that are Cbrifts have crucified the fleſh with the affetions and laſir, 
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holineſſe to uncleanneſſ:, from liberty to hangane. from | 
| honour to ignominy, from fFalneſſe to emprineſ(:, from pure | 
\and perfe&t Religion to corrupt and carnall ſuperſtition : 
; He is wholly gone downe from ern/alem to Jericho, from 
the participation of all Face, from all intereſt inGod, and | 
| from all communion and acquaintance with God, into the 
(ſervitude of corruption and confortfhip with the world : | 
[The finne of man hath caſt him from the top and crowne 
'of the ehoiſclt glory, into the gulte and ſinke of the fou- 
leſt. and baſcſt *miſery. * The man in the parable fell among 
\theeves Which ſtripped bims of bis rayment , and Wounded him, 
| caving him halfe dead : Man is fallen among three great 
theeves, the Devill, finne, and the world ; and thele have 
ſtripped man of all his ſpirituall rayment ; theſe have taken 
all grace and holincfſe from man, which once covered him, | 
[like a rich and coſtly garment ; and they have alfo woun-! 
ded, and icft man balk: dead in his very natural! abilitics. | 
The fall of man hath totally ſtript him of all grace and ho- 
linefſe, and alſo given a mortall wound to his mcrall and na- 
turall faculties, Hee that abides not with God at Jeruſa-| 
lem —_—— a_prey to ſinne, the Devill, and the 
world. | 

There came a Prieſt an a Levite paſſing by, and /ooking | 
upon the man thus ſ{tript and wounded , but neither of 
[them had compaſſion upon him, neither of them miniſtred 
any conſolation, nor leut an.'aſſiſting hand unto him : Nei- 
ther the Pricſt, nor the Levite, neither the Morall,nor Ce- 
remoniall Law , can dcliver finfull man from Satans bon- 
dage, nor heale his wounded conſcience ; neither the works 
of the one, nor the Rites 'and Ceremonies of the other, 
can reſtore man to his orig happineſſe, nor juſtific him 
inGods preſence, Mais belt abilities and all-humane deviſes 
are mifcrable comforters to ſmfull and perplexed ſoules in their 


angidifh, - + 7 7 
Fovgh the Prieft and the Zevire. had no compaſſion up- 
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| | (wiſts mani Life. 
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jofl m, yet there: came 4: Faroe which had compaſſio 
off him ;"thotgh the! Law ſhew no. pitty , nor miniſter 
© Webs" ts wounded ſoulcs , and atfli conkcienees ; | 


yet 
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Chriſt mans comfercer helper @nd haypine ſe 


yet the Lord Jeſus communicates both great and ſweet mer- 
cies to broken hearted finners, The Samaritane, a inan 
from whom this diſtreſſed man could not expeR any mer- 
cy, had compaſſion upon him, and helped hun. Chrilt is 
become the Authour of mans comfort and ſalvation, beyond | 
| all humane and Angclical thought,conceit or imaginationzthe | 
wiſedome , worke, and love of God 1n providing a Savi- | 
our for diſtreſſed finners, was farre above the reach and | 
comprehenſion of all creatures : The Samaritan bound up 
this poore mans wound, and pourcd in wine and oyle; the 
Lord Jeſus binds up the broken-hearted, and gives the oyle 
of joy for mourning to them whoſe ſouleg,are truly hum- 
bled ; the Samaritan ſet the man upon his owne: beaſt, 
Chriſt communicates his owne honour to the penitent and 
{ broken-hearted ſinner ; finne is the cauſe of mans dejei- 
on, Chriſt is the Authour of mans exaltation ; the Sama- 
' ritan brought this diſtreſſed man to an Inne, and tooke care 
| for him, gave two pence to the Hoalt, charged him to take 
| care of him, and promiſed payment of whatſocver he ſhould 
ſpend more: The Lord ] eſus brings perplexed foules to Ged as 
to their ſpirituall Hoaſt, and to the miniſtery of the Goſ- 
pell, as to an Inne full of fpirituall proviſion, gives his Mi- 
niſters the two Teſtaments, the Law and the Goſpell, out 
of them to miniſter to the ſoules of his people, and char- 
eth them as the miniſteriall Hoaſt of paore and perplexed 
, to make all neccſhary and plentifull proviſion , and 
in the end by his merits, his ative and paſlivze obedicnce, 
his tWo great pence, he diſghargeth the debt of all penitent 
and belecying ſinners, The whole of a ſinfull and grieved 
foules happinefſe flowes from the Lord Jeſus; all the ſupply 
of mans want and emptineſle is derived trom Chriſts ſuper- 
abundant fulnefle, 
All the myrrh and odours, and inſtruments of Heiers pu- 
{ rification , and all her rich and coſtly apparell were given 
her out of the Þ Kings bouſe, and the royall croWne Was put pon 
ber head: by the Kings band, All the purity and perteRion, 
all the rig ouiele and juſtification , all the dignity and | 
| <cdllency of a holy and gracious ſoule is cons from | 
rut, * 


_—_— P"IS 


bHeft.s,12,17, 


Chriſt the Au- | 
thour of mans 


wceltare, 


| 


+» © (nite death the dearhiof Siv. ... 
Chriſt; "the ſpirituall and: heavenly - King, All mans hol 
[and heavenly excellencies are borrowed from the Lord To 


tus: Man is'an empty ciiterne, and hath all hus fulucſle | 


/from Chriſt, the truc and cyeriiviog fountaine ; Chriſt 1s 
the roor- by whom he is ſuſtained, the fpring by whom he 
| is filled; the Sw» by which he-4s cnlightencd, the gar mene 
| wherewith he is covered, the crowne with which he is ho- 
; nonred, the bead by which he is guided, the eye by which 
he ſeeth, the hand by which he worketh, the foor by which 


| 


 he' walkethy yea-the. very ſovle by, which he liveth. What- | 


| and not his-owne ; his very life is nothing bur the 11 ing 
of Chriſt 'in him $5 he muſt ſay with Paw, Nevertheleſſe, 7 
live, yet not /, bur Chriſt liveth in me. 

- The words 'are a declaration. of 8 Chriſtians life. Chriſt 


| Apoſtle ſetting forth how he was dead to the Law , that 
he might live to God, tels-us that he Was crmoified together 
 with- Chriſt, Chriſt being crucified for us, and we Be 

faith ingrafted- into him , doc dye to ſane , and: imor- 
tifie oar carthly members which are upon earth ; the death 
of the Lord Jeſus is the death of finne in all belecying 


| have* Chriſt now living in them, and communicating him- 
|ſclfe unto theny : He that hath not experience of Chriſts 
[living in him, in the way and worke of ſanRijcation, pre- 
pro in-vaine of being faved by his death and ſuffering ; 


no man knowes the benefit of Chriſts death , but he that 
| fecles the vertue of Chrifts life. Man hath no further afſu- 
rance 'of Chrifts dyjng for him- then as. he-fecles Chriſt li- 
| ring i} him + He that knowes the power of Chriſts death 
|in the mortification of his luſts, knowes alfo the vertue of 
'Chriſts life in the quickning of his ſoule, and can fay with 
| Pank, now 1 live, yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me 

' Th thE-words, inot to trouble you with many particulars, 
, we have two general! things propoſed, 1. briſtion abneg 6 


| foever goodnediſe: or excellency is ina Chriſtian, it is Chriſts | 


[ living in beleeving man, 'and man living uhto Chrilt, The | 


Chriſtians, they live no more as formerly they did , they | 


\t5on, 'T live, yet not I, 2. Holy and gratious Vivification, 
/bree Chriſt liveth in me, In the abnegation, wehare 1.the | 


— 


— 
————_—_—— _— 


— 
—_———— 


——_— 


| —_ 


| | {brite death the devh of Sin. 


God, a man filled and farniſhed with the fulnefſe of Chriſt; 
and in and under him is underſtood all beleeving Chriſti- 


the c 
and 


ting holy and heavenly life to him, 


that is two: wayes propoſed, 2 n.affirmatively, 1 live, 2.Ne- 
-gatively, yet not 1. Firlt atarmatively, 7 live, 1 lived onec 


of God , convinced me of fiane,, wrought in me all man- 
_ of concupiſence, and ſlew. ime, and I-then found my 
ſclfe to be dead in finne, but now I have embraced Chriſt, 
| and am crucified- with him.; now I am no more the man 
Fro but now 1 have Chriſt, who doth rm me,who 
doth rule, and guide, and ſtreagthen-me by his Spirit ; now 
I live ſpiritually and holily , now I live to God, and not 
unto my ſelfe; to Chriſt, and nat unto the world ; now 1 
live under grace, and-not under the Law ; now I live ac- 
cording to the'will of Chriſt, and not after mine owne luſt 
and fancy ; now 1 live indeed, formerly I did but feetne to 
live ;| Ad life v as wothing, yea 45 4 very death'in compariſon of a 


while they hive : He that hath not- Chrift living in him, 
fits in darkneſſe, and the ſhadow of death, all the dayes of his 
naturall and all. life, as the Apoſtle faid of the Law 
compared to the Go That which was made * glo- 
rious had no glory ; reaſon” of: the glory that exccl- 
leth : ſo in this caſe, the naturall life of man, how- 
ſocver deare, and precious, fweet or. glorious, it may 
leeme to. be ; yet jt is of no. price, of no ſweetneſl:, 
of - no glory, un compariſon of the worth, glory, ſwcet- 
| neſle, 'and comfort, of a fſpirituall life , which - exccl- 
leth 5; | great+/is | that mans happineſſ: that 'lives by 


| ans. Such alone 45 are truly ſantlified and gracious people are 

at and proper Snbi:t of that life Which «s heaventy 
ſpirienall : Onely the living body is the ſeat and ſub- 
je of the ſoule ; and that man alone that is ſpiritually quick- | 


ned, hath Chriſt reſiding and dwelling in him, communica- | 


under the Law, which made me a perſecutor of the Church | 


i 2Ivn 


Sabictb : 1 'Payl.the Apoſtle,1a man choſen” and called ef Si577iGon. 


1.Suljetinm. 
Noe, 


2, Here is the Predicate, or thing affirmed, Life ; and | 2. Predicatum. 


| holy and gracions life, Men without grace are as dead, even | 


[tbe i of "Chriſt, Jeſs. Hee is the maſt bled 


and 


CC er 


| 
| 
| 
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rr? 


f Ier.n.48, 


Pet,2.3, 


1 
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Holineſs proftr aor al inoder ("tri aa” 
and happy of all linng perſons that Hves-the life: of graze 
and holinefſe, | | | 
| | 


| ” - 
| Car, XI 
|. | e ! 
'CEcondly this is prbpoſed negatively, yor nor 1, T live'in 
| Jie and 'yet I phe grrer in rcſpe& of original, Thelife | 
hich, I live is not of nature, but of grace, not of my 
ſlfe batt C1 » Iti refpet*of 'the- rule which: guides 
| my life, thotigh' I live ih the ficſh, yer T'livenor aftcothe | 
Acth, 1.am not led by my luſts, but by the SpiriroF Chril, 
1 live not after my owne fancy, but according tothe will 
.of Chrift, in reſpe& of the wearers by which 1 lire, I live 
[not, by the f chaffe of bumane- traditions, Kife-devifes, car- 
nall dorines, and inventions of 'men,'or ſuperſtitious! ob. 
ſeryations, but T Tive by the wheat of Chriſts doctrine, the 
x ſincere miſke of Gods word, this is theſtafſe and [tay of my | 
life :_ In reſpeR of the end or terme-to which I live, 1 live | 
not to. my {elfe, I ſetke hot , T exalt not, 1 magnifie [not | 
my. ſelfe ,' I propoſe hot mine owne' ends 3" but TL. live'tb 
Chin. 1 inten oor and &exalt Chriſt, I ſtrive-to. be 
all that T am, unto. hrift : In reſpe&'of the opinion , and' 
apprehenſion which 1 have of my fe, 1 live notas mine 
| 9Wne Lord and Maſter, but'T carry my ſelfe as a ctucified 
Jar, ſffering nothing in eo ena Lfbegaiat Url 
|but 7 proftrars all at the fect' of Chriſt, T-make all tovaile 
|and bow to Chriſt, that Chriſt may live-and reigne in-me, 
looke upon my felft as the chigfe'of ſinners, and the baſcſt 
lof creatures , as unworthy 'of the Jet of 'Chriſts mercics, 
1. deny my Ie, "allow ho. ples within ame,/ ro [mine 
.awne wil:dome a Yexfon; to my oWwne' will and aFei- 
jo minc owne fancy and defires'; 1 Jooke on thoſe as 


empty lamps that fave no light, as' en falſe guides and tres | 
_"_ cherous 


= 
—— Aw —  — WC 


— 


| 


dw... 


" Holimeſſs proftrares all ander Chriſt. 


ple and tread theſe under foot, as. enemies to, my prace ; 


hence we learne, 


wholly deny himiſelfe, hit owne ends, counſels, and affeitionr,and 
altogether proftrates himſelfe and all that 4 bis mnder Chris} 


Lee 


that he 


. H 
he _ 
oth he chicfly minds and mtends Chriſt : Ih de/ephs 


e puts himfelte and-alt that he: hath-under-Ghriſt, 
es himſelfe and all that ihe hath for Chriſt, in all 


| viſion the b Sun, Moone, and eleven Starres, theſe celeſtiall 


chetons friends, that have-no truth : I handle theſeas trais| 
tors, that conſpire againſt the welfare of my foule :Trram-- | 


F filence theſe; and will.not heare them ſpeake, I ſuppreſic 
theſe, and will-not ſufter them to raigne, 1 mortzhc thels, | 
and will not fuffer them-to live; and thus I live and live not, 


That he Who liver the life of graze and true bolineſſe, doth 


| 
| 


Dott 


b Gen.z7.7,9. 


| creatures did obeyſance unto him, and-alltha ſheaves iv the 
| field vailed unto his ſheate-; in the fouls, life, ' way , and | 
| worke of a regenerate man ; ail the fapernaturall; gifts and | 
| graces, all the morall abilities, and endowments, and'll the | 
| naturall powers and faculties of the foule, with all the 
| members of the body, all the labours of the life, and whats | 
ſbever elſe doe obeyſance unto: Chriſt, are made ſub» | 
je& and ſerviceable unto Chriſt + True Chriſtians are ter- | 
med by the Apoſtle, «1 living ſacrifice, The facrifice nnder | i Rom. 12.1, | 
the Law 'was no more his'that ottered it, but the Lords, | | 
and wholly 'ro be ſpent in the fervice of 'the Lord ; the | 
Clriftian who offers himſelte unto:God/nnder the Golpell , | | 
is n0/more his owne, but the Lords, to be imployed whol- | | 
ly in the ſervice of the Lord _ out Saviour impoſeth 
| as a neceſſary duty, and ſerteth it forth asa cleare and lively | | 
elaraQter df « rue Diſciple, and (incere Chriſtian : /f any man Luk g.vge | 
god he) will rome after me, let him deny himſelfe, vn take wp | 
4 (Yo (ſt an1 follow me : If any man will come after me, | 
as a Scholler after his teacher, receiving my inſtruction; as a 
fleep after his ſhepheard, feeding in my paſtures, as a ſor/- 
dier after his Centurion, fighting my battels; as a Swbieet, | 
after his Soveraigne, obeying my \commandements.; as a | 
bride after her bridegroome, making me the compleate ob- | 
Heh of his love, and embracing me as the husband of his 


foule, BAY" 


———— — _—_ 


—__ —— —— 
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—_ all Doing of all for (rift, 

ſonle/if any man will come after-me, art the « of 
my will, in the 6e/cefe of my promiſes, in the /ove of my 
| truth; and in the obedience of my- precepts : Les hin deny 
| kimſelfe, Let him lay afide his owne wi/edome as an empty 
| lamp, bis owne wil as an cvill commander, his owne #w4- 
| gination as a fille rule, his owne :affettions ag corrupt coun- 
 {cllors, and his owne ends as baſe and unworthy marks to 
| be aymed at ; let him deny himſclfe whatſoever is of hin- 
felfe, within himſclfe, or belonging to himſcife as a cor- 
| ruptand carnall- man; let him goe out of himſeltc, that he 

may come to/me ; let: hint-empty himlſelfe of hjmſclfc, 
that he may be capable of 'me, that I may raigac and rul- 
within ſhim , that he may wholly ſubj<R himſclife to me 
and my ſervice; ; there is no truc following of Chriſt and 
his example, no through ſubj<Rion to Chrilt and his pre- 
without the denyall of our fclves and our a#:Rions, 


FRO 5-15, 


ions, not to terminate our ſelves within our ſ:lycs, by 


the Lords and Maſters of our ſcrvice , ſerving our fclves, 
and not the Lord Jcſus 4 but to live to Chriſt, to doc all 
inlove and obedience unto Chriſt, to referre all tothe praiſc 
and glory of Chriſt :-It- is a very. baſe and caraall fervice 


originall, the energy, operation, and jntendment. of who 
| living is not to exalt and make Chriſt 


| m Rom-6,1 2. | of the 


God, as ſoxldiers to their Captaine 


without the rcjeai our owne ends and counſels; this the 
| Apoltle ſtiles | a living not unto our ſelves, but unto him that 
| djed for ws ; not to live unto ous ſelves, by f lowing our 
| owne imaginations, not to ſerve our owne luſts and aff-- 


ſecking our owne applaufe and profit, by making our yeB | 


| 


| | which doth not primarily intend the Lord Jeſus ; furcly | 
' he is farre from the life of Chriſt, that doth not live to} 
Chriſt ; that mans life is of a baſc, corrapt, and pay | 


' 
| 


| | | ap ; be alone | 
truly underſtands the end of Chriſts death, that makes | 

Chriſts glory the end of his life ; and thus runs the charge 
fone to the Romanes, 1 Teeld your ſelves unto God 

as thoſe that are alive the dead, and your members 4s 
inſiruments of righteonſneſſe unto God, Yecld your ſelves to 
as ſervants to their Ma- 
\ſter, to fight for God, to worke for God, to doc al for 
»0ds | 


_—_ —_ IO that... th 


—_ 


To {arndbity and baſeneſſe of Alanroene ends, 125 


| Gods glory ; Ict every faculty of the ſoule, and memberof | 


—_ 


and put it all upon: the ſervice of the Lerd ; as Mayes * left 8 Ex00.10.26. , 
not a booſe behind him in Egypt, but carried all out, that he 

might actifiee tg the Lord of whatſoever the Lord would 
' have ; thus, we muſt not lovea hoote of ourhearts,thoughts, | | 
loves, d. fires behind vs upon linne, and the world, but take 

of all, and ſacrifice all to God and his ſervice ;z we mult | 
, with the Baptiſt be willing to # decreaſe that Chriſt may þ {»h. 3.30. (| 
| increaſe, to become vile, and of no eſteeme with men, that | | 
Chriſt may be exalted ; we muſt with the Macedonians, | $6: 
| q Five onr ſelves to the Lord, We muſt give our wnderſtan- | q 2 Cor.?,c, | ot 
dings to know God, our Wilt to chuſe God, our imagina- | 
| tions to thinke upon God, our memories toremember God, | j/ 
| our afjettions to Yr truſt, loye, and rejoyce in God, our | ''l 
eares to heare Gods word, our rowgwes to ſpeake Gads, pra”, | iT 
our hands to worke for Cod, and. all oyr ſubſtance to the | | Wl | 
honour of God, | "0 


p 0 
k | 
| : 
| | 
: 


| A Xd a holy and gracious Chriſtian doth thus deny him» | 5.1.0 | þ 
ſcife, and put himſclfe ane all that he hath under | Selt-denyall, | i 4 
' | 


CHAP, IIT, 


Chriſt. | | 
1. In regard of that carnabty, vanity , baſeneſſe , ear thli-| 1 Self vanity, | {F1 
| eſſe, nmworthineſſe, corruption, and uncleanneſſe, which he ſee, | 
F Fo jon! 


” - —_—— 


p « 


=y 


[ 


| 


| 


| 


| j_236 | 


_ 


( arnality and ba/tneſſe of Mans owne ent;. 
and feeles in his owne fleſh, in his owne affeflions, ends an1 coun- | 
|/els ; He ſees there is an emprtineſſe in himſelfe, that his 
r Rom. 7 18, |owne fieſh is an © empty hauſe, wherein dwelleth no good, | 
[2 Cor.z.5, [and wherein'is { =o ſuſſiciency to the pertormance of any | 
| good duty ; he ſees that his owne heare is a City fall of 
tler:17.9 treaſon, * deceirſull above meaſure, and not to be truſted ; he 
p Rom-7.23. , feeles an haw-in his members, rebelling againſt the law of 
' his mind, as Rebeckab felt the twimes in her wombe (tri- 
| ving the one againſt the other ; he diſcernes that his owne | 
| wiſcdome is fooliſh, an empty lamp , a bleare-cye, a ftalſc 
light ; he diſcernes that he is brutith, and hath not the 
w Prov.30.2. | w knoWledge of the holy ; he ſecs much uncleanneſſ: within 
; himſelfe, many ſpots 1n/his foule ; he ſees that he is like | 
Jacobs Locke, ſpotty coloured ; like Noabs Arke, whercin | 
are many aricleane beatts among the cleane ;; like the ticld | 
in the parable, wherein are many teares among the wheat; 
x Rom «7.14 he ſees how he is yet in part * carzab, and fold under (1, 
not fally freed and diſcharged from the firength and wor- | 
| king of finne ; he diſcernes an unhappy pronenefi> in his 
; heart, to conſult with fieih and bloud, and tof propoſe bie, | 
' and finiſter, low, and+baſe cads ; and having the ſight, | 
ſence, and forrowtfiull- experience of all this ; he denyes h1m= 
yGen.z1.7, felfe, as acob having experience of the ? adcceirfulneſſe of 
' Laban , grew weary of him, denyed him-his. fervice,, and | 
went forth from him. Thus a gracivus man having expe- | 
rience of the corruption and deccitfulngſſe of bis owne | 
heart and fleſh, growes weary of himfelte; denyg@þ1m- 
| ſeife, goes out of himſelfe, commeth unto- Chriſt, and puts | 
himfelfe wholly under Chrift ; and as the Evangelitt faid / 
\ 1obs 2.12: of Chriſt, that * knoWrag, what was iy man, he would not com- | 
mit himſelfe unto man ©: to fanAiicd man knowing what is 
in hiaſelte, he will not commit hinſcite unto himfclte, | 


| he will not truſt himſelfe with higaſzlfe, he denyes his | 
a 1.Cor,z.ts. own2 wifedome, he becomes 4 4 Foote in his owne appre- | 
* | henfion, and ſeeks to Chriſt to be made wiſe unto falva- | 


| ragges, and comes to-Chrilt for jaltification 3 be conſiders | 


c lol. 19.6. his owne weakueſle, and comes to Chriſt as the © (ibs-" 
ones, 


CI —_ 


| 
| b 16.64. 
| 
| 


| tion ; he looks upon his owne rightcouſneſſe, as. > rotten | 


| 


Bent of a gracious C briſtion » =_ ( brit. D ſj 1237 


onites came to Joſhyab, to reſcue him from his enemies, he 
1s experienced in the vanity of all other helpers; and there- 
tore comes to Chriſt, as the difeaſed © wemar, whom the | 
Phyſitians could not cure, that Chriſt may heale his fpiri- | 4 Mar. 5 29. | 
tuall maladies ; Man is ever fo much the more ſtrong, and | | 
powerfull in the worke of ſclf-denyall, by kow much the 
more clearly he d:{cernes the carnality and baſenefſe of his | | 


owne heart and counſel}, He that knowes how ſubj=& he is | | | 
to miſcarry when he leanes upon himſclfe, will readily put [= 
himſclfe and all that he hathunder Chriſt, | | 
2, In regard of the holy , ſtrong , and conſtant bent , and Holy incli- 

inclination of the heart of 4 gracions Chriſtian unto Chrift; | © tion £9 \ 
Ag every thing moves towards its proper centre, and is | =*** \} 
at no reſt untill it comes to that : fo doth the faniked | F 
foule incline and move to Chriſt, the true centre of the | | 
ſoule, and reſteth not untill it comes to Chriſt, and hath 
the fruition of Chriſt ; there is in a gracious ſoule fach a 


——_—_—_—_—— l— 


principle of grace, ſuch acommunication of Chriſt, ſach a | il 
{utableneſſe between the ſoule and Chriſt, ſuch a fervent and | I 
operative love towards Chnit, fuch a vehement longing at- p 


to the fca ; that nothing but Chriſt can anſwer it, quict 
and content it ; there is in the foulc (ach a bleſſed relidence, 
ſach a powerfull and gracious energy, and operation of the 
Spirit of Chriſt, that as the « Wheeler in- Ezekge/s viſion mos | © Ez5k, 1.20, | 
ved, whereſoever the living creatures moved, becauſ: the 
Spiris of the living creaturzs was in the wheels : 1o the | 
foule moves after Chriſt, becauſe the Spirit of Chriſt is in | 
the ſoule ; this makes it ! after - Chriſt , as the ' Hart |/ Pal.4+ 1. | 
after the water brookes ; his. makes'it'8 thirſt for Chriſt, |, pry 64.148. F 
as the dry ground for waters ; this makes, it follow hard af» | - ; 
ecr Chriſt as the childe with crycs and teares after the fa- 
ther going from it ; this makes it-cry for Chriſt, as fomes | . 
tumes © Rachel did for children, O give we: (rift ar effe'7 |b Gen. 30-2, | 0 
dye ; and as David thirfted, and his worthies ' 6#rſtthraugh [ L S2M-23.1 5. | 
the army of the Phib/tines for water out of the wels of | $1 
Bethel : fo the foule thirſting for Chriſt , breakes through” 

| all the armics of oppoſition to come to Chriſt, to refre(h | 


dl 
N 2 it | 


ter Chriſt , that it mightily moves to Chriſt as the rivers lj 


Es, 
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g.Uanity of all! 


things, 


k Gen. 18 ab, 


| Pfal.z3.6, 
mlob 43 6. 


» Phil.z.8. 
oProvaat.5, 
þ ludg.ges- 


q Nat. 4.2 1,22, 


r AR 160 24. 


4Rule of 


TE brit. 


| { Plal.7 2.8. 
' 


— it ſelfe with Chriſt ; now it denies all, lcaves all, 


Nothingneſſe of Man and other things. 


— 
paſſeth | 
;throagh all, proſtrates it ſelfe and all that it hath under | 
(Chriſt, that it may enjoy Chriſt , it hates all that hinders 
ts comming to Chriſt, and embraceth all that may further 
its communion with Chriſt, fatableneſle between the ſoule | 
and Chriit, readily denyes and rej:Rs allfthat hiaders the fru- | 
ition of Chriſt. 
| 3. Inrcgard of the vanity,nallity,and nothinznefſ: which | 
a gracious man difcernes in himſelfe, and in all things elf: | 
without and beſide Chrift ; he looks upon himſclfe as on | 
k duff and\afbes ; hes vite in bis owne apprehenion, as a | 


ts and drofſe, and a thing of * navght in compariſon of 
Chriſt ; here all things in reſpe@ of Chrill, as ? 7o- 
than did eAbimelech in reſpect of the Sonnes of Prrubbaal ; 
but as a bramble in reſpe& of the vine, frg-rree, and olize- 
tree ; and having fuch a low opinion of himſelfe, and all 
things elſe ; he readily devyes himfelfe and all things e!f:, 
and makes all to vaile and ſtoop to Chrift ; with 4 Simen 
and Andrew they are ready to kave their nets, their (hip, 


| worwe and no man ; he humbles and abhorres himfelfc » be. | 
tow the duſt and aſhes ; he looks on-all other things as | 


and their father, to deny their poſſeſſions, and their friends, 
to put all under Chriſt, to leave whatſoever is moſt proi- 
table and deare, according to the fleſh for Chriſts ſake, 
with Pal to eiteeme their very rife a4 nothing, thit they 
may glorific Chrift, and finiſh Chriſts worke : The more 
any man doth underralue hinfelfe, and the creatore ; the 
more heexalteth Chrift, the more frecly, fully, and r-2d:1y he 


— — — 


protratcs alt at rthe'fecr of Chriſt, 


4. 1n regard of the holy, powerfull, avid nrines all rage, 
rule and dominion of ro" ina 


in a | 
loweſt faculty th 


Over 


a 


ions aud [anitified ſoule : | 
Here Chriſt reigoes as a King tn his Throne, as So/omon | 
reigned over the land of Canaanifrom ſea to (za, and from | 
the river to the” ends of the-cearth-: fo doth Chriſt raipn* | 
and rome ſonle, from the higheſt to the | 
. erevf,and from the head to the feet,and from | 
the higheſt ro the lowelt undertaking of a Chriſtian: Here * 
| Chriſt reignes as a'* dve/ter in his houſe; the dweller rules | 


þ "IOW 


DD — 


Defire to exalt Clrif, Py 


over all the roomes, members, and goods ef his houſe, | 
and diſpoſcth all to his ſervice ; Chriſt rules over all the 
Faculties of the ſoule, members of the body, and diſpeſcth | 
all the endowments and doings of a Chriſtian to his owne 
ſcrvice, and for his owne honour : Here Chriſt rules as the 
' brad over the body , ating, moving, guiding, and fra- 
ming the whole man, to a holy, humble, and free ſubje- | 
Aion : Here Chriſt reignes as a Centurion in his army, 7 219%. 
and as the ſervants of the Centurion did goe and come at his 
command, ard doc whatſoever he bad them : Thus all the | 
facultics of the foule , and members of the body of a true | 
Chriſtian , are at the command of Chriſt, recciving their | 
direHion and commiſſion from Chriſt , doing cvery thi | 
in ſubjeRion and obedience to Chriſt : Thus the Pſalmi | 
ſpeaking of Chriſts kingdome, faith, * i» the day of thy po- | 
wer, _ Chriſt ſhould reigne by his Goſpell and Sprrit |, Plal.7 2.9 
in the ſoules of men, the people ſbonld be wiliing, free, ready, ; 
and full in their ſubjetion unto Chriſt, avd bu ? enemies ſhould 
bow before him, and licke the duſt ; ſuch as were enemies, 
rebell;ous, and diſobedient in their unregeneration, ſhould 
after their converſion bow themſclyes, and licke the duſt, 
acknowledge and receive Chriſt as their, Lord and: King, 
and in very great humility ſubje& and proſtrate beth theme 
ſel\es and all theirs to him, and his ſervice ; for as Abner 
entring into Covenant with Davie, and taking D414 for 
his King, undertooke to * bring abews all T/ratl unto David, 
Thus the ſoule entring into Covenant with Chriſt,and taking 
Chriſt for its King,brings about all to Chriſt, and puts all in 
ſubj<Rion under Chrilt, 


ti 


'4 3 51m.3, 


air Chriſt, 


| 


5. In regard of the holy and fervent deſire of 4 gracious 
ſoule to exalt and ſet up { brift : This 1s the prime labour, | 
joy and comfort of a godly foule, to {ce and tcele Chriſts 

oy > within him, to ſet up Chriſt in his heart , and 

to diſcerne him ruling and commanding there, as a King in | 

his Throne, as a Pilate in the (hip ; this is his faite and | ,,,.. 
{upplication unto God, that Chrifts * kingdome come, | 
that Chriſt may reigne and rule within him, as Davxd ſome» 
boy thirfted, and longed to ſce the ® power and glory x} b Ial.63.3, 

s 
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x Plal.110,3, | 
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| Acquicſ.ence 


: 


o 
LU 


c1 King 1,49. 


e'2 Sam. 6.14 the. Lotd into tht Tabernacle, in that day David © danced 


14, 


in Chcilts 3Þ- | tarion with the approbation of Chriſt t In this it pleaſcth, in 


pt 0211101, 


_ | foul, roaching the exaltation, reigne, and rule of Chriſt 
* © | within ie” that as the people would have alt the men put 
fx Sam.11,12| fro death which would not have Sax reigne over them : 


1% Deſire roxalt Chrift,  _ 


God in the SanAaary : ſo doth a godly man long to ſee 
the pawer aad gloty. of Chrilt in his foule ; to behold him 
raigning ia his heart: In the day of Sovw9rs coronation | 
the <people piped wirh-pipzr, and rejoy ved With preat roy, 
that the carth rang with the found thereof : In ehe day of | 
Chtiſts coronation, .an4 rig.1- in the foalz of man, the; 
| hvare! of mats gejoyoeth with exco2ding great Foy , Chris 
| dommior is a-holy foales rejoycing, + kingdome of Cod 7s 


4 Rom 14. 17  righteon/me e and peace, and © joy in the Holy-Ghyſt, It was | 
| { Ro: 


the care, labour, and joy of Did to bring the Ark: of + 


before the Lord with all his "witeht;, and all the houf: of : 
Iſrael brought up the Arke of the Lord with ſhonting 4nd | | 
with the ſonnd of « trumpet, and ſet it in the midft of the Ta- 

bernacle, Thus it is the care, labour, and comfort of the | 
whole man that 1» godly, to fet up Chriſt in the midit of | 
bis ſonle, to-foe him reigoiny in his underſtanding, as the 
Sun in the eye ;goiding in his will, as a Prince comman- 
ding it yin his imagination, as the ebie#t on which hethin- | 
keth with moſt frequency, delight and comfort ; in his trait, | 
av the onely rooke whereon he builderth; in his feare, as the | 
King of Kings, whom he chicfly reverenceth ; and in his 

love, as an hwband in the love of the wife: fo powerfull 
and operative is this «deſire, labour, 'and joy of a gracious | 


{o doth fuch a tnan 'mortifie all his luſts which oppoſe | 
Chriſts kingdome,remove whatſoever may hinder Chriſts ſpi- 
rituall dominion, and makes all vaile, and ſtoop for Chriſts 
cxaltation-within him: | - 

6. In regard of @ gracious ſoul*s arquieſrence and conten- | 


this it bleſſ:th, delighteth, and fatisficth it ſelfe , whatſo- | 

ever 3t hath beſides 1t, this is in ſtead of all, as the Sun is | | 

to:theeye in ſtead of all Tights, and the fountaine to the 

thirſty jn-ftead of all bortles ; the -approbation of Chrilt is 

ur vety great -price with a'true Chriſtian ; his 11hnt 
k 
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Acquieſeenct in ( briſds approbation, 


£ oe 0 IS; as ho 


tion of men to his doings, but of God ; not to have his 


care tickled with the empty brgath of vaine mans applauſe, 


but with the ſolide and ſweet inſpiration, and breathing 


' of Gods Spirit, afluring hjm of Gods acceptation of him ; 
as our Saviour fought not himſcife , nor his owne praiſe, 
but the © praiſe of bis Father, made it his'' wear and arinhe " '*\$-50- 


todoc his Fathers will, and contented himſclte with his F-a- 


thers approbation, how unworthily focyer men thonght of 


him : Thus all the members of Chriſt in 


| ons {-eke 
not themſelves, ner the applauſe of men, 


ut the teltunony 


; of Chriſt ; in this'they rejeycec and ſolace themiclves ,: in 


is the holy glorying , rejoyci 
'to | e/ory (as the Apoltle laith) 
| dominion of God, ſubjeRing himfelte unto him, to 


| 


: 


all things * approving tlemſelve; to God, as good fervants, in 
all eſtates, in all changes, in all their undertakings ; and this 


in the Lord, to glory in the 
piory in 
the power of God, relting upon him, to glory in the re/t4- 
mony of (od, bleſſing a 


and comfort of the ſoule, 


pleaſing hinwelte in Gods appro» | 


bation ; for not he that commendeth himielte is approved, but : 


whom the Lord commendeth : Gods 
crowne and comfort of a Chriſtian ; at 


though ſhe diſplcaſe her felfe, and all the family to enjoy it ; 
Thus the ſoule which is wedded to Chriſt ſeeks the approba- 
tion of Chriſt, pleaſeth himſelfe herein,and for the enjoyment 


CEE is the | 
therefore as the: 
wife ſeeks and rejoyceth in the approbation of her husband, | 


: 
, 


whereof will diſpleaſe his owne fleſh,and all the world,he de- | 


nies whatſoever is a hinderance hereunto, he ſubjes himſclte 


| 


wholly unto Chriſt,to gaine and keep the teſtimony of Chriſt; | 


for as he ſaid of Plato, wnins Platons calcul/nm inter mille , the 
apprebation of P /ars alone was in ſtead of a thouſand : fo the 
teſtimony and approbation of one Chriſt, of Chriſt alone, is 


' 
| 


| 


| 


more to a gracious ſoule, then the applauſe of the world or | 
| whatſoever the carth can aftoord, and for theſe and ſuch like 
| Cauſes doth a man endued with true holinefle deny kimiclfe, 
| his owne ends and counſels, and proſtrates all under Chriſt 


Jelus, 
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Non-denial dangerous, 1 
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CHAP, I'V, 


| "*Onfider this then, and ſee the dangerous eſtate of men 
not denying themſclres. and their owne cnds and ' 
| hts, not ſabje&ing themſelves, and all that they have | 
to Chriſt and his ſervice ; as the Sodowmntes would not have. 
| Lox to be a * Fadre among them , no more will many 
| men have Chriſt to reigne over them 3 the ſonnes of Be-. 


—_— —_ 


cp ———_ —_—_— 


{ 2h © Self-wiſe, ſolf-willed, ſolf- Infted. "4 133 | 
| 
| 
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"©" <  <———_ —_——_ — 


» aan dominion, is a great ſtranger to felfe-deni-| 
all, | 
Some deny not their oWne wiſcdome, Chriſt reignes not | 450715 none 

in their underſtanding, they are * wiſe in their oWne eyes, "OE, cf 
| they embrace not Chriſts dire&ion, Chrift is not in ſtead | | $160 
| of eyes nnto them, as » Hebah was to Aoſes and Iraclin | y (G, 4.24, 
; their journeyes through the wilderneſle ; they aske not coun» | w Num. $0.30. 
| fell of Chriſt, but walke after their owne counſcll, they | 
| make not their wiſedome to ſtoop to Chriſts wiſedome, | 


| and therefore folly dwels with them, Chrift is not knowne ! 
' to them; he of all men ſees leaſt of Chrilt, and continues | 


| moſt fooliſh that moſt exalts and magnifies his owne knows- | | 
ledge. | ' 
| ks deny not their owne Wils, they make not Chriſts | .,Sclfvilled. | f 
| will the rule of their will, but ſet up their owne wils to 
be the rule of Chriſts will, and make their owne will the Law | 
by which they walke,as it was foretold of the King of Greece, | 
that he ſhould * ſtand up and rule with great dominion, | + Dan.11.3, 
and doe according to his will : fo it is true of theſe men, | Plal-2,z, 
they ſtand up againſt Chriſt, and they rule and ſway oyer | 
Chriſts Lawes , Miniſters, Ordinances, and Ofhces, and | | 
doe all things according to their owne will, In the dayes | | 
' of Micah the Idolater , there was no King in Ifracl, and | | | 
; every man-did that which was right im his owne eyes : Thus 
| theſe menare without a ſpirituall King,Chrift doth not reigne 
| in their ſoules, but they doe what 1s right in their owne 
| cycs, they arc Yrebellions people, lying children, chilaren that | y Iſa.30. 9,10; 
' Wil not heare the LaW of the Lord, Which ſay to the Seer ſee 
| mot, and to the Frophets,propheſie not unto ws right ian/, Speaks | 
| wnto us ſmooth things, propheſie ta ws deceits, Chriſt hath no | a 


1 


| kingdome in the foule which is ſwayed by vaine deluſion, 

| and carnall countell, Es 
Some will not deny their owne affettions, they will not ' Sclt-luſted, 

put them under, but ſafer them to Lord it over Chriſt, | 

Chrift hath not the preheminence in their feare, truſt, love, | 

joy ; but as the Lord faid to Ely, thow * honowreſt thy ſons | 

above me , fo theſe men honour their aftetions and luſts | I C4. 29. 

above Chriſt, Solomon obſerved in his time ®* ſervanes riding | * _— 

| On. | c 
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| 


1 


| 


1 


| 
| 
| 
| their owne Worth and goodneſle, they are rich and full in | 


is, 
_—_— 


—_— x. worldly minded, voluptuous, proud, ſuper ftitions. | 


' 


hor ſebacke, and Prince: walking on foot, Eucry man = 
| {ce in theſe times mens naturall luſts and aff:Hions which 
' ſhould like ſervants be kept under and ſuppreſſed, humbled, 

; brought low, and made to walke on foot ;z yet theſe are | 

' ſet on horſebacke, exalted, honoured, preferred, and Chrilt ' 

| the Prince of peace, and ail his ordinances, ſtatutes, and | 

| teſtimonies, which ſhould reigns ave rule like. Princes in| 

| the foule of man, theſe are made like fervants to travell | 

' on foot ; theſe are of no ctceme and price with men ; | 

| theſe have no rule and ſway in the hearts of men : Here- | 

Fitu,6, | 4as hath preheminence in the heart of ® Herod above the | 
Mat.s, | Baptiſt ; a Swine is of more eſteeme then Chriſt with | 
; the Gaderine, Mans exaltation of his corrupt a#*Qions is | 

| a foule arid ſhamefull abaſement of Chriſt and his ordinan- | 

CCS, | 

| 


| 
4 Worlily | Some deny not their worldly profits ; Feſſe ſet David be- 
\ _—_ tl hind the 4 ewes, many ſet Chriſt bebind the oxec and the | 
" erage q is, | aſſe; the © farme and the wife,their merchandiſe and world- 


| | ly trathicke, they prize the world above Chriſt, they love 
| this more then they love Chriſt, the love of the world car- 

Ezck 33.31, { ries their fhearr farre from Chriſt, when their bodics draw 
/ | neare to Chriſt ; the overvaluing of the carth is an under- 
valuing of Chriſt ; when the world is over ſweet and fa- 
2 Amos 8.5, | youry to mens palates, their foules g di/rel{iG Chriſt and 
his ordinances ; when the earth is pleaſant like a Paradiic, 

Chriſt and all the mcancs of grace are apprehendcd as a very 
wildernef(-, | 
5-Volupruou- | Some deny not their oWne pl-aſurer, but value them above | 
7 affected, and | Chriſt, as Eſa did a few pottage above his birthright ; | 


{ rainlyexaltcd, | (ome deny not their pride, but as A6/alom ſought to raignc, 


though it were to the Jiſhonour and depoſall of his fa | 
| ther David from his throne : ſo they ſecke to magni 
| themſelves, though to the diſhoneur of God, and depofall | 
| of Chriſt from his Throne in their hcarts z ſome deny not 


| 


their owne opinions, as the man in the Prophet , which 
dreamed, he had eaten axd was fwlil ; ſome deny not their 


owne ſuperſtitions, they reccive for dorines the comman- 


dement 


— 
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owne framing, learne Chriſt in aſchooke of their owne cre- 
| ing, and draw the waters of {ilvation out of a ciſterne 
| of their owne digging z doubtleſſ= they are a very ſmall 
| number that have learned the leſſon of felf-denyall, quelti- 


Kos OW: | 
| dements of men, they will ſce Chriſt in a glaſſe of their | 


135 


Av 


| onl:iſe Chriſt hath ſpirituall and heavenly dominion 1a the | 
| fonles of few men, Very full of baſe reſpeAs and purpoſes | 
' are the hearts of many that profeſle Iefus Chriſt : The Pro- 
 phet ſpeaks of a day, Wherein ſeven women ſhonld take hold 
of one man, ſaying we will eat our oWne bread, and weare 
| oxr owne apparel, onely let ws be called by thy name to take 
aWay our reproach, There is a day now, wherein ſeven, a 
very great number; take hold of one man Chriſt, by an out- | 
ward profeſſhon ; but they will cat their owne bread, and 
weare their owne apparell, they will find their owne plca- 
| ſures, walke in their owne wayes, keep themſelves appa- 
| relled with the o!d man , they will not deny themlelves, 
' they will not put away their old things, and make all 
things new, they will only be called by the name of Chriſt | 
to take away thcir reproach, of being reputed Atheiſts and | 
Infidels among men. Many men that profeſſe themſelves 
| Chriſtians doe ſhamefully deny the Lard Ictus, and are far 
from the denyall of themfelves, their owne counſels and 
; aff:Rions. 


Cuar, V. 


[* you demand whence it is, and how it comes to. paſic 
that men are fo backward in denying themſelves and 
their owne ends, and in ſubje&ing themſelves and all that 
they have unto 'Chrift, 1} anſwer of this there are. ſeven 

grounds : 
I, Mans overovahuing of kimſelſe; Man 1s ——_* wt 
thinke 


Fo Iſa. 4 I, 


Seven grounds 
of backwardc- 
mw }: in (elf 
d<noall, 


1.Selt-prizings! 
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136 | _ Self-prizing, over ſwaying laſts, ©feablin $6 nk f 
| thinke of himſelfe above that which is convenient, to prid 

himſelfe in his endowments , abilitics, to thinke of him- 

 felfe as the Queene of ZBahy/on did, that he is a ' Dncene 

| and no Widow, wile and not ignorant, rich and net poore, | 

| fall and not empty, holy and not prophane, free and not | 


_—_— 


i I Sar, 1 x, 


[Rom 12 26, | 


mGen.z3 9. 


nRev 3.17. 


bound , as Gebab * prided himſclte in the talneſe of his | 
ſtature, and bigneſſe of his armour : ſo doth man pride | 
himſelfe in his naturall, morall, and tetnporall habiliments 
and furniture, contrary to the charge of the Apoſtle, | Aſar 
* wiſe is bu conceis, and will not ſtoop to wholſome 
inſtru&ion , he thinks himſclfe ſatticient tor himſclfe, to 
guide himſelfe, to ſuſtaine himſelte , to make himlclfe ac- | 
able unto God, " E/av» thonght he had enough, and re- | 

e&d his brothers preſent : vaine man thinks he hath 
eos, holineſſe enough ; and therefore | 
cth the ſpirituall and heavenly preſence of Chriſt, his or- 
benefits, graccs,and all helps to happineflz;he dreams. 


— 


| Einances, and ell Deine! | 
that he is wiſe, when he is fooliſh, ſpirituall, when he 1s carna], 


full when he is empty, like the * Laodicean ; and this diſables | 
him to himſclfe, and ſubjeRt himſelte to Chriſt ; he that | 
ſuppoſcth he hath water enough at home in his owne ciſterne, ' 


| 


| ency hinder men from going out of themſelves, and com- 


wOverſwijiag | they rule and reigne within man,and make man their"ſervant; 
92 Per.v,10, |theſervant(as S, Peter farth)ot coryaprion ; and asa ſervantis not 


{ding and intending their luſts, ſecking to pleaſe and profit 


will not goe to his neighbours well, Thoughts of ſclf-ſuffici- 


ming unto Chriſt : The Phariſces conceited ſo highly of their 
owne wiſedome, that they refuſed Chriſt and his doAtine ; 
the whole puts not himſelfe under the hands of the Phyſitian 
to be dieted, lanced, and purged by him, 

2. The overſwaying of corrupt and carnal luſts : Theſe over- 
ſway man, as 4 Maſter doth his /erva*t,or a King his ſubjeR, 


his own man, but his Maſters, is guided by his Maſter, minds 
— his Maſter,ſeekes the pleaſing and profiting of his 
Maſter, is bound and cannot enter into the ſervice of another, 
& hus theſe-men are not their owne men, but the ſervants 
of their luſts, moved; led 4 and guided by their luſts, min» 


their luſts, waking proviſion for the þ to fulfil the luits| 4 ; 
ſy wee, 


- 


— 


Inordinate difpoſirion to the Creatore, KS ks. | 


—_ — ——— — _— ww 
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ſelves into Chriſts ſtrvice, they cannot take upon them 
| Chriſts yoake ; theſe overſway man as a /over igoverſwayed 
| by his /ove : Man 1s very indulgent to them as David to 
Avſalom,, and as he charged the Caprtaines of his armies to 


— : To theſe they are bound, and cannot put them- | 


Acale gently Wirh the young man Ab/aloms : ſs man'is very 
loath to have his luſts roughly handled ; he wiſhes that all | 
the Prophets weuld prophcfhe ſmooth things and deceits ; 
; and as the harlot in Solomon cauſed the young man with 
her much faire ? fpeech to yeeld, and forced him with the 
Patrering of her hips , ſo that he went after her as an ox: 
gocth to the flaughter : Thus theſe luſts with their fatte- 
ries, and fieſhly»-ſeeming ſweetneſſe, and bewitching clo- 
quence doe make the foule yeeld and follow them ; and as 
ſtrange love in a wife takes away her matrimoniall love 
trom her husband, and makes her regardlefſ= of him , and 
diſsbedicnt to him : Thus the indalgeney and love of man 
to his luſts takes away his 4 /ove from Chriſt, makes him 
regardlefſe of Chriſt , and rebellious againſt Chriſt : Theſe 
 tnſts overſway man 9s a aſea/e overſwayes the body, di- 
ſtempers the ps deltroyes the appetite, and makes the 
' mear diſtaſtefull and irkſome : Thus doe theſe lufts diſtem- 
per the foule, and make Chriſt and his word the bread of 
ife and food of the foule unpleaſant , the very /avour of 
' death wnto death, There is ne poſſibility of ſelf-denyall and | 
 ſabjeRion unto Chriſt as long as the ſoule is orcrſwayed | 
by any catnall laſts ; the dominion of finne, and ſatjeRion 

unto Chriſt are incompatable, and inconſiſtent Tu dbuer| 
could not ſerve Dat 4 untill he denied his ſervice and obedi- 
ence tothe houſe of Saw. . 


_— — 


—— 


be it as a mountaine, When it is weake ay the ſand, 

to be full as the Sea, when it is empty as a brokey ciſterne, 

to be noble and honourable , when it is"baſe and Fall of 

thraldome , to be permanent as the Sunne , when it vatii- 

- | heth like a meteor : The beatt of man RT Hat = 
t 


| 
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«JInordinate 
3. An inordinute diffofrion of the bewwe' toward the Creas | || 
tare, The heart of man is inordinate towards the creature, — © - pln 
in his opinion an4 jwigement of the creature, judging-it to | ture, | 


_— 
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pProv.,7.41,2 2: 
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i1loh 2.15. 


| 
q Iſa. 4.4- | 
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Tnordinate difÞoſirion to Creature 
the creature, in his rboughrs, of its filling it ſelfe with TT 
ing and ar meters, mats. about it, making his bed a bed | 
| of thornes whereon he cannot ſlcep ; the heart_of man is 1n-| 
| ordinate about the creature, in his pur /wit of it, purſuing | 
it as the choiſcſt and moſt deſirable o! j:R, in his rraft in| 
| it; building on it as 4 rocke that never ſinketh, in his /ove 
to it, his heart going after it, as the heart of the adulterer 
after the harlot , in the price he puts upon it, prizing it 
| above Chriſt, as the men of Sherhew did the bramnble above | 
[the vine, in his /orrow for the lofſe of it, as Aficah griee | 
ved as 4 man undone for the loſſes of his 1doll, and in the 
miſes he makes unto himſelfe from it, prone him- 
elfe like the rich man in the PR” fuln:(ſe of ll peace, 
| and contentment from his worldly abundance; and judgin 
: |of Gods love towards him, according to that — 
| abundance which God beltowes upon Iym ; the heare of| 
, man being thus inordinately diſpoſed towards the crea- 
ture , he cannot deny the creature, he cannot come fully 
and freely off from the-creature, and ſubmit hunſelfe rv 
r Tudg. 11, | Chriſts Scepter ; the Elders of » Gilead came not to Zep- 
tha, made him not their head, untill they ſaw their owne | 
and Iſracls weakneſſe, Man never comes to Chriſt , never | 
makes Chriſt his head, never truly and throughly ſubj:4s 
hinlclfe to Chriſt, untill he ſees both his owne and 
| the creatures weakneſſe , cmptinefle, and unworthi- 


| neſſe. | 
4:Over-prizing | 4. An over-piercing of man, Man is very prone to oyer- 
man, | prize man, the favour and countenance of man, the ſociety 


and fellowſhip of man, the praiſe and applauſe of man : 
Theſe: are chaines and fetters which bind and imbondage 
man to man, and-make man the ſervant of man, flatrerers 
and admirers of yaine man , companions in evill with fin- 
fall man , inordinate baunters after the approbation and 
applauſe of idle man, doing many things contrary to Chriſt, 
for the winning and retention of this ; he that is ambiti- 
ors of the favour, fellowſhip, and praiſe of men, ean never 
and fatisfe hifnſclfe with the favour and ap 


_ _ a. 


roba- 
jtion of Chrift ; he cannot ſubje& himſclfe to Chr 6 
e 
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| = CMiftakingof (brit, 


make him in ſtead of all friends, companions, applauders, 
| and approvers to his fonule, What hindered the parents 
| of the blind man from profeſfing Chriſt, from making men- 
| tion of Chriſt having done ſuch a miraculous curtelie to their 


Why did not the Rulers, which with a dogmaticall and 
hiſtoricall faith beleeved in Chriſt, corfeſſe Chriſt ? why | 


| HAggOzue , tor they loved the praiſe of men more then the 


empty favour and applauſe of man, Hew can ye 


did they not deny alt for Chriſt ? why did they not gpens | 


| ly profeſſe and exalt Chriſt > v beran/e of the Phuriſtet they 


aid net conſe (ſe him, leaſt they ſhould be put out of the Sy* | 


aſe of God, We can never rightly value Chriſt, eill we 
ve learned to Nelght and undervalue man , the valine and 


ſ\irh Chriſt) how en ye embrace me , dedicate your 
elves to me, and partake of me : Which receive honour one 
ef another, and fceke not the honour which commeth from 
God onely ; the foule never gaines ſweet and gracious | 


' communion with Chriſt, which coftcemeth and' 


; not reje& the fellowſhip, friendſhip, and applauſe of tar- 
' nall men for Chrift, can never come to Chriſt , never be a 


— J—— _— 


| 
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doats on the fellowthip of finfull men. * He that canner 
kate father and mother with a comparative hatred, that can- 


nos Diſciple of Chrift, never have the ſweet enjoyment of 
riſt, | 

5. A carnall indging and miſtaking of Chriſt, Men doe 
not diſcerne nor conceive of Chritt aright, they /zarne ner 
Clrift as the) truth # in bim,they misjudge the knowledge | 
of Chriſt, eſteeming it * fool/iſaneſſe, vaine, idle, unprofita= 
ble knowledge , whereas this is * excellent, and ſuperlative 
knowledge, tranſcending all the knowledge and wiſedome 
of the world, as the Sunne the gloe-worme, they diſcerne 
not the Zve of Chriſt any more then the dead doe the 
warmth of the Sunne, being ® alienated from the life of 
God, and paſt feeling, they taſte not any ſweetneſſe, they 
feele not any comfort in Chriſts love, whereas his leve is 


belveve | 19h 1.44: 


. ſweeter beet 


| 


. 
: 
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childe ; but their ma—_ of man, they * feared hz, 
Fewer, they were loth to difpleaſe the Jewes , unwilling | 


to loſe their” place in the Synagogue among the Jewes. | 


t loh.g. 2, 


u tot $6448, 
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x Luk 14.26, 


| 
| 
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5 Miſtaking of 
Chriſt; | 
y Eph 4. 27, | 


T 1 Cor, 1,14, 
4 Piil.g,s, 


_ 


b Eph.4.1g. 


149 |} Mitaking of Chrift, | 
6 Cant.1.3. ſweeter then © wine, and better then life , their ſoulcs xc 
| not marricd to Chriſt, Chriſt is not brought into the cham- 

| ber of their hearts, as the bri ome wto the chamber | 
| of the bride, but ſtands afarre off, as a ſtranger whole love 

d Iſa,gz.t, | they know not, they diſcerne not the 4 beauties of Chrilt, | 
| they ſee no comelineſſe in him, they doe not fee him in 
| | his ordinances ſhining as a Suane, {wertly and glorioully | 


* JM w I I OO” OI ne" Ma. 
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| triumphing as a King ; his beantics are hidden frbm their | 
| eyes, they jadge of Curiſ as Samne! d4 of the fonnes of 
p 4 Sam. 36, | Fefſe, according to the' © oarward appearince, they diſcerne | 
{ U3.fÞ-d [at the fſwlxeſſe of Chriſt , he femes tc thera a * @7 tree, | 
| their. fouls never fonnd any ſatisfaction in. him, he is a ; 
| ſeated well whereof they never dranke, and a hidden Manna | 
| of whom they di4 never cat, they diſcerne not the diſpen- | 
ſatiens of Chriſt, they ſuppoſe. that he diſperſeth pore, 
but foxrowes, feares, terrours, and anguilh to the ſfoules © 
men, whereas he diſpenſcth love, peace, comfort, raking 
IG.z 5.6. | far them a foal of « fat things, of marrow, and of wine well 
b Row-1 $. 13+ | refined upon the lees , filling them with all ® 5oy in belce- 
ving, they diſcerne not Chrifts purpoſe in humbling the 
} ſoules of his. ſervants, they perceive not how he gives 
| them light in darknefſ;, how he makes thewy rejoyce with 
8 1 Pet-1.7,0. | joy g/orionu, ant unſpeakable, when they ſuppoſe tham | 
ba, of all men moſt miſcrable ; they diſcerne not the cow- 
tentwents Which Chriſt giveth to them that lofe and leave 
3 Pc all for him z they perceive not that * lwnidred fold more 
| which Chril giveth them, In beſtowing himfelfe upon 
| them, being iatuitely more to them then all friends, Þo- 
nours, riches, and whatſoever worldly comforts; as the. 
| pearle in the parable ,, was much more to the Merchant, 
| thea all that ha gave, though he fave all that he had for 
it, "Men thus miſtaking aud misjadging Chriſt, thinke di- | 
| ſhononrably of Chriſt, cſtceme him no better then: 
{= Cant-9.9, | another m be/oved, no better then gold, ſilver, honour, the! 
| 
, 


{ Mir, 13.40- 


| covetous and ambitious mans beloved ; and man will nc- 
ver leave much for that wherein he diſcerneth little, or no 
worth. : we ſhall never be able to ſubje our ſelves to 
Chriſt; untill we have rightly learned den oaagdoy 7 
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Deviſing of falſt Chriſty, Ignerance of (rift; yoaks. 
he that knewes the comfortable diſpenſations of Chriſt in 
the time of Chriſtian fuffering, will chuſe to lire 
with Chriſt in the deepeſt outward miſery , rather then | 
live without Chriſt, in the greateſt worldly proſperity, peace 
and plenty. ' ; . | 6.Corrupt de. 

6, 4 corraye framing an! deviſing of falſe Chrifts, and falſe vitag ct talſe 
wayes to life and peace, Some frame unto themiclves a car- | Chriits | 
wall Chrift, placing all his worſhip , and their ſervice in a | »Icr. 7.10, 
carnall and bodily attendance upon his ordinances ; = | 
thinke it enough to ® come and fland before him in hu houſe, | 
in this roy bros and looke no further , they wppore the | 
having of the outward ordinances is the having of Chriſt ; 
ſome frame unto themſelves a ceremonial and [mper ſt it10164 | 
Chrift , embracing the traditions of men, and being very 
ſeyere and frequent inthe obſervation of humane deviſes, 
they blefſe themdelves as the onely true worſhippers of 
Chriſt ; lome frame unto themſelves a /icentions Chrif?, 
ſuch a Chriſt as died to bring redemption to man, but re- 
quires no obedience from Man, this is the Libertines Chriſt, 
and all theſe ſuppoſe they have Chriſt when yet they have him 
not ; and as he that is full is loath to beg, and the full | 
ſtomacke * /o«thetrh the honey-combe : ſo theſe ſuppoſing | # Prov. «7.7, 
that they hare Chriſt, are full of Chriſt, though yet they 
have hia not 3 as he in So/omen made himſelfe rich when 
vet he Þ had nething ; they are loath either to deny ther. |? Pri Joe 
ſelves, or todeeke any further for Chriſt + He that falſly 
Faines hunſelfe to have Chriſt, is of all others moſt uneaſily 
Jrawne and wrought home to Chriſt : The herthen man 
could fay, Alany might have bren Wile, if they had wit alrea. | 
dy thought themſeives Wiſe i and fo m Wi might have | 
«1 if they were not perſwaded they had already gotten | 
Chriſt, | 
7. Ignorance of the nature and [Weetneſſe of Chrift; yoake, 7-1;norance of 
and of the comfurt of living under the command of Clvitt, | =o A ke | 
Men know not how good and pleaſant the ſervice of Chrift ones 
is, how full of joy and contentment the fruition of Chriſt 


| briſts way a way of thornes, and the day of. a 
" $74 Q 


is ; they 1magine that Chriſts yoake is an yron youkes| 
-_ "uf 
al! 
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| qMie 11.29. 
| yr Prov.3.17. 
{ 2 Cor.y.41- 
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wu Pal 23-3, 


Evils ariſing 

; from waar 
of Self-denyall 
1. Vncapable- 
nes of Chuilt, 


wRowo.7 3,4» 


a. 


« Uncapablencſſe of Chriſt. | 
2» a day of clouls and darkn:f: ; they know not that 

Chriſts yoake is made 4 eaſe through grace , that his 
ways are wayes of * peace , and his paths paths. of pl-a- 
Gntneſſ:; they know not the (oy and reiozcing ariſing from 
the having of our converſation 1n ſimplicity and godly fin- 
ccrity ; they ſce not the Sun of love that (ſhines upo1 the 
heads of the righteous, they drinke not of that * river of com- | 
forts which refreheth the city of the Lord, they f:2d not 
upon the * greeve tures, nor taſte of the (till waters, by | 
which Chrilt l:aderh and paſtureth his flocke ; they never | 
knew the peace, confidence, ſecurity (atisfa tion, ſatety and | 
glory derived to the ſoule from the participation of Chriſt, | 
and therefore thy will not put their neckes under Chriſts 


yoake, 


Cuan, VI, | 


\þ yon demand what the evils are which attend the want 


of ſclf-denyall, and full and through ſabjz&ion unto | 


Chriſt : I anſwer, hence ariſe theſe evils and great inconveni- 
ences to the ſoules of men. 

1. Uncapableneſſe of (rift : The full veſſll is uncavablc 
of other liquor, the full houſe is uncayable of another dwel- 
ler, the full ſoule, the ſoule which doth not deny it ſelfe, 
which is not empticd of all ſelf-fatficiency, is uncapable 


of Chriſt, as long Ciith the Apoltle , »» as. the husband li- 
veth, the wife is bound to the law of her husband, and 
ſhe cannot marry another ,_ when her husband is dead ſhe 
is free to marry, whom ſhe will : As long as the creature 
liveth, as long as opinion of ſelf-ſatticiency or any other 


— 


luft doth live, and beare ſway in the heart of man ; M 
is bound to the law of the creature, and his mn. Juſt, | 


he is under the power and authotity of the creature, and \ 
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«Alienation from Chriſtt comforts. FE 
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luſt , and he eannot marry his ſoule to Chriſt ; but if the | 


| he to the world, if he hath crucified the feſh with the af- 


| feAions thereof, then he is freeto marry himſclfe to Chriſt, 
| then he is capable of Chriſt. Chriſt hath no gracious be- 


| ing where there is no true and through ſelf-denyall ; that | 


ling, | 


foule alone which is truly bumble is Chritts dwcl- 


2. Alienation and eftrangement from all the benefit; and 
comferts flowing from Chritt, The Subjet which exalts 
himfelfe, and denyes obedience to his Soveraigne, deprives 
himſelfe of all the preregatives which the King grants uns | 
; to his loyall people : He that exalts himſelte with an opi- | 
| nien of his owne worth, or ſets up the creature in the 
|extiridd of Chriſt, and will not vaile and bow to Clmlt, ' 
' excludes himſelfe from all the comforts of Chriſt : He 18 
| eſtranged from the knowledge of Chriſt » IS A diſ-aſed eye, 
| from the light cf the Sunne, from the /ove of Chriſt, as a 


| harlort from the love of her husband, from the y faith of y lot.e, {4- 


| Chriſt , as the houſe builded upon the ſand was eftranged | 
| from the rocke, from the communion and fellowſhip of | 
Chriſt, as Jeab cxalting Adoniah into the Throne, was ex» | 


cluded from communion with * S-/omen : 1o man exalting x 1 King.r, 


the creature, or 2ny luſt into the heart, the Throne of. 
Chriſt loſeth all communion with Chriſt ; he that denyes | 
not himſelfe receives nothing of Chriſt , he receives not 
Chriſt as a Prophet inſtrufting, he is ſtill in darknef(- and | 
in the ſhadow of death, he receives not Chriſt as 3 King, | 
to raigne and rule over him, he fecles nothing of Chrilts| 
kinegdome within him , he receives net Chriſt as a Prieſt ; 
he knowes not the vertue of Chriſts death in the death 
of his finne, he is ſtill-1n his finne wichout juſtification. | 
| eAdam preferring the perſwaſion of his , wife, aboye 
the commandement of God, loſt all his communion | 


with God, and was excluded from the Tree of Life, Man | — 14.25, 

exalting any thing * above Chriſt excludes himſelfe from | |7z, 

God and Chrift. 2 

3. Vanity, emptineſſe, 4% of profeſſion of (rift, and of prot. (lion, |) 
2 


Al ens 


creature be dead, if the wor/d be * c:aoified unto him, and 


x G1.6.14, 
Gal $14, 


2. Alienation 
from tie ben 
firs ard come 
forts o: Chriſt. 


| 


| 
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of the fruit of 
| Chriits dearh. 


without and full fbjeion under Chriſt, is 
nothing worth ; a 'tree of leaves without fruit, like that 
inthe Gaſpelk whoſe cad was accurſcd, Jo4b cxalting Ads- 
mah fied in vaine te the hernes of the Altar, he was there 
flaine ; Man cxalting himſclfe, or any thing elſc aborc 
iſt, fiyes in vaine te the ordinances of God, tothe out- 
profeſſion of Chriſt ; Herods hearing the Baptiſt, and 
y things, ſtood. him in no ſtcad, cxalting Here- 
his heart ; the *Philitines exalting Dages, had no 
by the Arke , they were the more plagued for the 
of it, Mans very profeſſion of Chriſt turnes tothe 
is condemnation, not throughly ſubjcRing him- 
$ubic tron, abaſement, and thraldome under the creature, 
his owne ſinfull fleſs, They that dreame of liberty by re-/ 
Sing. take the yoake of Chriſt upon them, in itcad of | 

me ny with __— ; = . tle jy - ow 
Prophets , whi premiſe ot ,t ves | 
ar the » ſervants ; ſach falſe Prophets are 
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theſe mea to their owne , for whiles' they promiſe | 
themſelves , they make themſelves the ſervants of 
the creature , CO COIN Br of eas < ws | 
u overcome of the [ame i he brought tn ge. The Lord | 
ſometime threatened Iſrael, becauſe they would wor /erve | 
him, hy ſhould ſerue thair enemies ; they that deny holy and | 
| ſervice to the Lord Jeſus, make themſelves mis» 
' farable and wretched flaves to the creatures., and many 
| baſe aff:Hions'; Man: ever makes that a Lord and Maſtcr 
' over him, which he will not deay to make himſclfe Chriſts 
faryant ; the ſervice of Chriſt is fpirituall freedome ; ; 
| the denyall of obedience to \ (Chriſt 1s accuricd 21 


$ 
' dome. 


o. Annikilacis | 5, Anniulation of the fruit benefit” of Hts death, | 


A-ranſome is paid in yaine for him that will not put off. 
his fetters, and come forth of the houſe of bondage: Chriſts | 
| death without ſclf-denyall is ne way beneficiall ; he that 
puts not.off his luſts as. fetrers, and comes. off from _ 
; wor 


——— 


TC _—_——  " — <D— Oo— RO  —-— — 


Evili of want of Self-demyall. 145 [ 
= as from a houſe of bondage, hath no benefit by the 
[ranſome which Chriſt hath given : For thus © end (faith |* 2 Cor.g,19, 
' Saint Paul) bath (brift dyed, that we rhat live ſhould live no 
I CCS di et for as Feſki | "EM 
6, Deprivation ' of 1 avenl it, and ſonle-refreſning | 6. Deprivation 
| ort of the ordinances of CL 45 i Gods AMims- _—- ” 
| fters, The reſerving of one moate in the eye, fruſtratesthe |, | 
ſhining of the Sunne ; the allowing of thornes in the field 
makes the ſowing of the ſeed fruitlefſe ; the Word, Sa- | 
 crament , Miniſters can doe you no good, unlefſe you will | 
' deny your ſelves, and reſigne your ſelves wholly unto | | 
Chriſt ; 4 Zonab being kept in the ſhip, the mariners row- 4 lorah tr. | 
ed in vaine, they eould rot bring the ſhip to the ſhoare ; 
without anuniverſall telf-denyall , the Miniſter cannot bring. | 
the ſoule to Chriſt,he cannot ware and wcrke it into the ha- 


Omm—— 


; ven of cycrlaſting peace, | 
7. The loſſe Which attends the wart of ſelf-denyoll and ſub- 7, \-ofcs wal 
ieflion wno Chriſt, Achan exalted the golden wedge and \F.-+ ig 
| Babyloniſh garment in his heart, and thereby loſed both ygenull, 
| that and all his ſubſtance with his life ; Adam overprized | 
|the fruit of the forbidden tree, and cat of it againſt Gods 
| precept, and thereby loſt both the tree and all the garden. 
hat which man gaines with Chriſts diſhonour, and with | 
the negle& of Chriſt, proves mans greateſt loſſe ; ſoule-| 
loſing is the fruit of ſelE-ſecking z they that /ceks their | 
owne things , and not the things which are J-ſus Chriſts, 
lole both rheir owne things, and the things which ore | 
Jeſus Chriſts, He (faith Chriſt) that will ſave bis life, that 
| 18, by denying Chriſt, by preferring man above Chriſt , | 
| that man ſoall loſe bus life : fo he that will ſave his goods, ' | 
| his credit, his peace among men, with the negle& of Chriſt, | 
' by ſhunning the crofſe of Chriſt ; that man ſhall loſe hrs 
| goods, the comfort of them, be (all eat the bread of ſer- | 
' roWes; he ſhall loſe his credic with men, he ſhall be a ſlave | 
| to men, he ſhall be reputed vile in the eyes of men, they | 
| ſhall no more cſteeme him then the High-Prieſts did Jad : | 
| He ſhall leſe his peace with men, who will truſt him, or 
bave communion with —_ that proves unfaichfall to | 
3 his | 
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146 | Apoſtaty, reieflion, | 
his God ; in the midſt of his ſuſiriency bs ſhall 4+ in ſtraights 
every band of the Wick: 1 bil b: non im, and al dark eſſe 

be hid in hs ſeores places, everlaſting confy 101 th ll be | 
bis lat poctioa :; The gain: of all is a very fearzfull loffe | 

/tohim that for gain: dath loſe Chriſt : H# that for world- 
ly honours, an4 outward riches denies 214 lofes the Lord 


Jeſus, is the m23't poore, baſs, and contemtible of all pzr- | ? 
eMar.9. 34,75- ENTA , N 


' 


8 Apeſtary and faling away from (briſt, He that can-| 
zu Poa F nub Cn deny. himſcite, and all things elſe for Chritt, 
rom ©di\s {he will never hold out with- Chriſt 4 he will falta luſtin' 

after his old wayes , as the 1fcaclites did after the 01yons 
and garlicke of Egypt, retaining fill his corrupt and car- 
| nall natare,, he will returae like the fow to his willew- | 
ing 4a the mire ; when trouble and- aftlition comes, he | 
| wil repiac and wiſh himſzIf: in his former cftate, as the | | 
| Iſraclites repined at the red Sea, and wiſhed they had tar- | ; 
| ried in Egypt 3 He that began to- build . it the parable; | ; 
| and conſidered not the colt before hand left off with ſhame : . 
| He that takes upon him the profeflion of Chriſt, and con- | 
liders net what it will coſt him, reſolves not to deny all, 
to leave all, to ſaff-r all, and 'to- content himſcifs with 
| Chriſt alone, can never hold oat with Chriſt to the end; | | 


flok;©,55. 


” ” ” 

| Which 6" 114 Heaven. He that (hall deny Chriſt in his Fa. | 
1 

| 


Luk 24 23, bo — 24 ſhipwracke of faith and a good conſcicnce at | 

M1'strs 1s engtn- 

\ 9.Ctrfts reje-] 9. (iſt all ,, and reieftion of ſuch as will not deny 

Eion of ſuch | rbemſetver for him and bu ſake He (faith Chriſt ) rhir 
ſhall deny me before men, hins will T deny before my Fatier 


#ell, rchuling to-attend and embrace it ; i his Miniſters, \ 
refuſing them and their doarines ; in his members, deny- \ 


ng. " 
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ing love and fellowſhip to them ; in his offces, refuſing | 
to heare him as a Prophet, to obey him as a King, andto | 
'reſt upon him as a Prieft, and Mediator for ſilvation ::He 
that (hall deny Chrit in his promiſes, retuſing to belecve 
| them, or in his precepts, negle&ing to obſerve them ; he 
| that thall deny him in his «nder/anding, not caring for the 
: knowledge of Chriſt ; in b:s wid, not chuſing ind taking | 
q 'C hrift nnto himſelfe + in his Imagination , not delighting | | 
in the thought of Chriſt ; in his afetlions , not fearing , | 
truſting, loving, and rejoycing in Chriſt : He that ſhall 
deny him before men, for the feare of mens diſpleaſare, or | 
211e of mens favour , aim wil Chriſt deny ; he will deny 
bien bis blefled preſence, and power in bis ordinances, aw» 2 Tim.a.r;, 
' Gience to his prayers, deliverance in-his diſtreſſcs, peace in | 
| his conſcience, pardon of his finres, jwſl ificatien 1 the light! | 
| of God, »nd at the /aft day before the tice of his Father, 
! [in the preſence of all men 2nd Angels, he will deny them | 
? (to be his, he will not otter them unto God is bis owne; | 
: ' very fearctull is their. cltare that want ſeif-denyall, if Chriſt | 
| deny us, who but the Devill will acknowledge them,w hat | 
| more diſhonourable and diſcomfortable to a cbilde, then 
| | to be denyed of his father, or to a wife then.to be denyed | 
| | of her husband. It is the greateſt diſhoncur and ſhame 'of 
| a man, prefcfling himiclfe a Chriſtian, to be denyeg of; 
| Chriſt, Berter deny our ſelves and all the world now then 
| be denycd of Chriſt at the laſt. 


| 
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His muſt therefore perſwade us to worke our hearts | *Pcri wading | 


| . 
| Scltucny:l!, 


| by a full and through denyall of our ſelves, to a hearty, | 
| free, and eff:Quall ſubjeRion of our ſelves to Chriſt 3 as 
| 2» Abraham left his kindred , habitation, countrey, and all, g Gen.na. 
and followed the Lord, going whither the Lord comman- 
| ded him + fo let us leave all that is moſt neare, and deare, | | 
in O 4 moſt | 


.t——— 


- 
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| 


[doi wW ver ſhould enjoyns us : As CAMoſer left 

þ Heb.1 1, on of Pharaoh, refaſ:d to be called the ſonne of Pha- | 

rambs danghter , and choſe rather to endure aftliftion with | 

the people of God, then to enjoy the pleaſures of (inne for 
a {cafon. Thus let us leave the world, refuſe to be called 
the ſonnes and daughters, friends and favourites of the | 
earth, and of the ne men thereof ; and let us chulc | i 
rather to endure affliction, reproach, diſgrace, and any thing [2 
with Chriſt, in the ſervice of Chriſt, in the enjoyment of ' | 
| Chriſt, rather then enjoy all the plcaſures, riches, ho29urs, | rs 
and comforts of the world without Chriſt : Let us take | 
i x Cor.6.12, | heed with Paw/that we be not brought under the i power of 
| any creature, or of any luſt whatſoever : Let us fee that 
i Kindsand [our denyall be not 1. a natwrall, moral, or. ſuperſtitions, de- 


| lifications , | Pars - ! 
3 Self-deny Ul. yall, as fornc heathen have, and- many Papiſts doe, in ma 


| things deny themſelves ; but let our denyall be a fpi- 
[1.5 — rh -y ariſing from-a principle of - grace within, 
inabling us to reigne and rule over our aft:&ions , to for- 
fake and renounce the motions of our owne corrupt will | 
— qr. putting all in ſabje&ion under Chriſt , that 
Chri raigne in our ſoules, 2. Let not our de- 
nyall be.a forced and conſtr ained denyall;as 2 Mariner ina ſtorme 
caſts. away his goads, which yet he loves very well ; but 
let it be a volantary and free denyall, ariſing from the ha- 
tred and deteſtation of what . doth oppoſe Chriſts- king- 
dome in onr ſoules ; as Amnen hated T hamar and thruſt her 
j | from him ; and alſ> from unfained love to Chriſt, as the 
| 


rd woos 


& 
2, Voluntary. 


| bride in love to the bridegroome, leaves her fathers houſe, 
118) | $:Vniverſal!, | to live with and enjoy the bridegroome, 3, Let not our 
| | denyall be partial and halting; as Saul (ew ſome of the 
j 
| 


cattell, and ſpared others ; but let it be univerſall, he that 

doth not deny all truly, denyes none ; as Foſduab put downe | 
| all the Kings of+ Canan , fo depoſe all, leave nothing in | 
the ſoule to exalt it ſclfe againſt Chriſt, to lift up it ſelfe | 


| { 4- Contiauall,| Love Chriſt, 4; Let not our all be remporary and va- | 
| 


| wer | by a-bulruſh that bowes —_——— 


q| 
Jas a ficke man denyes. himſelfe many dainties daring bis 4- 
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Subiefhion holy, cordiall full, perpernal. 


ſtant , grow in it ; a man once dead lives no more, but 
daily rots and conſumes away in his grave. Thus the 
world and finne. being * once denied, once crucihed , 
muſt live no anore, but daily decay and dye within 
us, 
And let us not only deny our {clves, 
joyne ſubjefion unto Chriſt , proſtrate all under Chrilt ; | 
and to him let us ſubje& our ſelves holily, with obedience 
out of a pare heart, being holy in all manner of converfa- | 
tion, as 


able to fay with the Plalmift, thy. Law © Lord w in my 
keart , 1 delight to doe thy will. 3; Fely, let us not in- 
dent with Chriſt, as Pharavb did with 7oſeph, reſerving 
chicly the Throne unto himſelfe ; but let us put all un- 
der Chriſt, let Chriſt reigne over all, in our underſtandings 


A 


as a Prophet enlightening us, in our wils as a King com- 
manding us , in our atf:ctions, as a Prieſt mortifying ns, 
in our love, as a husband marrying us, let the whole man | 
be ſubjz& unto whole Chriſt, And 4.Perpetwaly, let there 
be no end of Chriſts kingdome, let his kingdome in our 
ſoules like the houſe of David in 1ſracl grow ſtronger 
and ſtronger. And the better to induce us thus to 
deny our. ſelves, and to put all under Chriſt... Looke 
Upon, 

Fi. The inteef which Cleift hah in 4 Clrifies, 2 a 
workman in his workmanſhip, for we are the workmanſtip 
of God in (hrift created unto good Works ; as a ranſomer in 
the redeemed, he hath bought us with a price ; as a dwe/- 
ler irr his houſe , he dwelleth in our hearts by faith ; as a 
doner in his gift , we arc given unto him of God by cter- 
nall ele&ion , and by <#-Huall vocation ; Chriſts intereſt 
inus doth challenge full obedience from us, none hath ſuch 
claime and title to us, none ſhould have ſuch ſervice and ſub- 
j<Rion from us. 

2. The relation betveen us and Chrift, a relation of King 
and people, husband and wiſe, (hephcard and flocke, 
| | an 


ſicknefſe, and no longer ; but let it be continnall and cons | 
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E 54, 


' 


but to our ſcIf-denyall | SubzeAton Joke) 


red to Self..! 


denyall W th 
the qualih- 


CHILONS, 


that hath called us is holy. 2.( 9rdialy, obey-| i Holily, 
ing from the heart root the forme of doftrine delivered us, | » © ordially, | 


3-Ful'y, 


| 4 Ferperually, | 


Induccments 

to Self-denyall 
1.Chrifts jnte- 
reſt in a Cbri- 
fliane. 


2. Relation 10 
Chriſt. 


OO 
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* 
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$.Subj Qion 
of all chings 


ander Chualt, 


, 


4. Abuſe of 
things not 
made {&vyicce 
able ro Chih, 


k Rom. 11, 36. 


| **. Subirthing of all things under of Chrif, 


.- - 
II_— 


_ _ > 


and members, in all which” we may reade, as in live- 
ly characters 'the duty of ſelfe - denyall and cbedi-| 
ence, 
3. The /ubjeftion and putting of all things wnder (hrift : | 
| He hath all power both in heaven and earth, he 1s made | 
''the head over all things to the Church, all is Chriſts fer- | 
vant 32 It is a great wrong to the Maſter of the houſe, to 
draw away the ſervice and obedience of his ſervant trom 
| him, to exalt his ſervant above him : The withholding of | 
| any thing from” the ſervice of Chriſt , the terring up of | 
| avy thing in the roome of Chriſt is a great diſhonour to | . 


| Chriſt. 


| 


{ in this great houſe of the world a vittuall aptitude to doc 


| tanee; underſtandin 


4. The abuſe of all things which are here made ſubs} and | 
ſerviceable wits Chrift There 15 in every thing a power | 
and a diſpoſition to doe ſome feryice to Chrilt, to worke | 
to the exaltation of Chriſt, they are all made for this end | 
and uſe , they have an energy and inclinat'on hereunto ; 
there is in all the implements of a houſe an rtihiciall ap- 
titude to doe: ſome ſervice to the Maſter of the houſ: ; 
there 1s in/all the things of the littk& houſe of man, ind 


|; 


ſome ſervice to Chriſt;'the Maſter of this houſe, & «// hinge 
(fith the Apoſtle) are of bim, by creation , through hum, 
by preſervation, and ts him, in their ſervice, ute, and 1p- 
plication , 'and whatſoever man hath which he doth not 
put under Chriſt, which he doth not uſc as an inſtrument 
of Chriſts glory, he doth abuſe it, the gold and filver ,| 
lands and hvings, art and learning , friends and acquain- | 
will, memory, aﬀeAtions, {:xcch, or | 

whatſoever elſe min hath ; he doth abuſe and prophane ithe| 
dot!; divert and tune it from its true and proper inclination, | 
end, and appointment, when he doth not gloriftie Chriſt 
with it.” Know -you not (faith the Apoſtle) that yowr bo- 
diet' ave the menbirs of Chriſt, (hall I then take the mem- 
of Chriſt; and make them the members of an harlor, 

»od forbid, Thus know we not that that all the facultics 

of our ſoles, all the tl A of our bodies; and all things 


elſe; arethe gifts aid creatures of Chriſt, fall wo then take 
"OO%s LS tne 


—_— 


we ith. 


| _ IPL —_—. 
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(omfert: arifing from Self-denjal. | 


CTC room 


the gifts and creatures of Chriſt,and aſe them a gainſt, and noe Ka 


for Chriſt, God turbid, 


I51 


5» The [ Weet and heavenly comſorts ariſing to the (oule, | 5 Con ſorts 


trom {| 
: 


from a through ſelf-denyail , and full ſnbiettion unto Chriſt, | 
Hence ariſeth the comfort of /zherty and freedome from | 
the ſervitude of the ercature, avd. of cvery fſinfull luſt, mi- | 
niſtring matter of greater joy to the foulr, then 1fracl had, | 
to ſce themielves freed from Pharaoh, and the burth:ns of | 


| E ypt. Hence ariſcth the comfort of the exdence i 
grace , by this man knowes the holy and gracious worke 
of God ;: Now he can give thanks ro God the Father, for 
that be hath ma'e him meet to be partaker of the inheritance 


of the Saints in lignt , ans hah delivered him þ 2m the power | 


| of darkneſſe, and tranſlated him into the hingdome of his drave | 


| Sonne : Now he can with joy ſay with the Plalmiſt, come 
| and 1 Will ſhew What the Lord hath done for mey ſonle. Hence 


| 


| ariſeth the comfort of alacrity and cheerfulncſe in the ſer- 
' vice, now the heart 1s enlarged, and man can runne the | 
way of Gods commandements, now he commeth forth 
like the Sun, and rejoyceth like a mighty man to run his | 
race. Hence ſpringeth the joy of /zve to Chriſt, now the | 
obj:&s of all corrupt and baſe love are removed, and 
Chriſt is become the ſole objz:& of the foules love, and 
' now it delights it ſelfe in Chriſt, as the bride in the bride- 
| groome, Hence commeth the comfort of Chriſts power | 
; and preſence, now be 18 diſcerned reigning in the ſotile as a | 
| Prince of peace in his Throne, ſabduing all corrupt and 
| carnall luſts, as Jonah ſubducd the Amalckites , driving 
| Satan from the ſoul: of man, as the Gibeonites diſcerned 
Joſmah driving away the Amoritiſh Princes 3; now he is 
diſcerned diſpelling all blindncſſe ad errour from the un- 
derſtanding, as the Sunne diſpelleth darkneſſe from the eye ; 
now he is diſcerned 64nding wp the broken heart, and hea» 
ling the wounded conſcience, as the ſicke diſcerneth the 
Phyſitian healing his diſcaſe ; now he is diſc:rned paci- 
ping and quicting the troubled and perplexed foule, as the 
{ Dj ciples diſcerned him appeaſing and _— the ſtormy 
] tempeſt ; now he is diſcerned powrong in the pcs 


2 
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6, Mitization 
of diſaliers, 


i1 all cftarcs, 


Mitigation of diſaſters, Contemation, 
of heavenly conſolation into the ſoule, as the wounded man 
in the parable diſcerned the Samaritan powring oyle into| 
his wounds ; now he is diſcerned feaſting, cheering, and | 
| miniſtring the ſence of his love to the heart, as the Spouſe 
| in Solomon diſcerned the bridegroome in the banquetting | 
| houſe, ſpreading his love over her as a banner ; and this 
| miniſters matter of ſweet and ſingular comfort ; and hence 
| ariſecth the comfort of /Weer aud gracions communion with 
| God, the Lord dwels with the humble. The more man goes 
| out of himſelfe, the nearer he commeth unto God , the 
| more man is empticd of himſclfe , the more he enjoyes 
| of God, Very {ſweet and manifold is the conſolation 
[_ the ſoule derives from holy and gracious ſelfe- 
all. 

6. The mitigation and ſweetning of all diſaſters, Self-denyall 
in all troubles, tryals, loſſes, and temptations is to the | 
foule, like the honey-combe 1n the belly of the Lyon unto 
Sampſon ; a bleſſed ſweetner of them, afflition 5s evcr fo 
pn the lefle burthenſome, by how much the more per- 
þe =_ _ —"ors of —_— : Hethat = and 
throug es himſclte, a low price upon all out- 
| ward abllities, and can = Ppuyling of his goods | 
fally ; he ſees and feeles the good of atfiitions , and can 
readily receive them, as a wiſe paticnt a bitter purgation, 
and quictly beare them, as an Oxe the yoake, that is ac- 
cultomed thereunto ; he can ſing with Pas! in the priſon ; he 


b 


can walke comfortably in them , as the three children in 

| the furnace ; he can rejoyce with cy —_ and 
bo akable, that he is accounted worthy to ſufcr for the cauſe 
I of fel denyall makes afflition a molt in- 


ſap ; 
12” En 7. The Ce ontentation Which Self-denyall miniiters With the 


leaſt cart ion and poſſeſſion. He that can deny him- 
ſcife, 0c ous to Lek, and how to abound , Arr to 
be content in ſtate ; the humble man poſſeſſeth Chriſt, 
and in poſſcfling him poſſcſſeth all things ; there is more 
ina hol mans little, then in a carnall mans great abun- 
dance. od proportions his thirſt accordingly. "ERN 


EE 
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Caar, VIIL 


Ecing this ſelf-denyall is a worke ſo neceſſary, fo excel- 

lent, ef ſuch great profit, ſo rare, and few partakers of it, 
it may be demanded how a man may diſcerae it, and afſu- 
redly know hirmſclfe to have attained toit ? Whereanto 1 
anſwer, that DO Rn, and true ſelfe-denyall 
may bee diſcerned by enſuing markes or chara- 
Rers : | 

1. Captivation of 4 many owne reaſon wiſedowe,and will - Self. 
denyall cmpticth man of ſcIf-wiſedome and ſ{clf-wil : He that 
denycs himſelf s nor wiſe iu bis owne eyer, of wiſe in him- 


 ſclfe, bnt all his wiſedome is in Chriſt, he hath a yery low 
' opinion of his owne underftanding , he reputes his owne 
, wiſedome to be folly, his owne kno tobe ignorance, 
| his owne reaſon to be blind*and carnall ; he complaines, 
 abaſeth, and ſhames himſelfe before the Lord for. his igno- 
| rance ; he confeſſeth and faith with fowr, /arely ® 7 aw 
mere brutifh thew any wan , and have not the wnder oF of 
| 4 may, 1 neither learned wiſedome, nor bare the know- 


ledge of the holy, He that abounds moſt” in faving know- 

ledge, is meſt ſenſible of his ignorance, and hath the low- 

clt opiniotv of his owne wiſedome :-The more a man is 

tauzhr of God, the more he ſecs his ignorance of God ; he 

that hath high thonghrs. of his owne underſtanding is far | 
fron the leaft and weakeſt beginnings of Chriſtian lear- 
ning; he never truly learned Chriſt in the Gofpell that 

hat 

2 


not denyed his owne humane reaſon. When the Sun 

and ſends his light into the houſe, the light of 

the candle which lightened the houſe before the dawning of 
the day goeth out and appearee as nv light ; when Chriſt 

the Swe of Kightevaſheſ ſhineth into the! heart, then | 
mans humane reaſon , and the wiſedome of the fleſh (the 
only light of the ſoule before the* dawning and appearanec 


\M Charafters of Self-dewyal. (optivation of Self-reaſon. | 


| 


_—_ there) goeth' out, and is lookt upon as darknefle | 


£5 + ; it 
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Charatters of 

Self.denyall 

1. Cap:ttivation 

of Self-cealon. 
| Rom 3. 165 
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#1 Cor 8.1,2, | 
s cc) 1.18, | 


| 


þ 2 Corits Fo 


2.Ccſition 


Fr Prov. 3-40 


g1.cor.z. 1s. , 


ee tt 


| Captivationof Self-reaſon, 
it ſelfe ; and Chriſt is made the only guide and counſcllor 
of the ſoule ; the eye thereof receiveth all its light from | 
Chriſt ſhining'in the 1, Carnall wiſedome * puffeth| 
#p, faving knowledge humbleth -: In mach © wiſe dome ((a1th | 
Solomon) 1s much griefe, and he that increaſeth knowleage in- 
creaſerh ſorrow z-becaiſe the more man knows, rhe more he 
ſees amiſſe + Thus the more a man increaſeth in the know- 
ledge of Chriſt, the more he ſecs amifſe in himſelte, the 
more. he is grieved. for his owne ignorance and corruption ; | 


I er 


| trus wiſedome. js 'eyer accompanicd with godly forrow, | 


| and felf-denyall ; and ſelt-devyall ? cafterh downe inaginaci- | 
ons or carnall reaſonings , and every bigh thing that exalt:th | 


= 


ir ſelfe againſt the knoWledge »f God, and bringeth into capti-| 
wi) nh—j hr to gs of Chrif Self deneall| 
makes him that formerly ſeemed to be 9 Wiſe in this World, | 
according to the opinion of the world, dreaming of a ſut- 
ficiency of wiſcdome in himſclte-to gmide himſcife, making 
| himſelfe his owne -counſcllor and inſtrucer. : Self-denyall 
maketh ſach a one to become 4 foole, by reputing his owne 
wiſedome, ignorance, his owne knowledge fooliſhnefle,by 
rejecting bis' owne underſtanding , as an empty lamp 
wherein 1s n0 light, by diſtruſting his owne reaſon , as a 
| blind guide, by reſigning himſclfe wholly unto Chriſt , as 
| a ſcholler to the teacher, to be taught by him ; by depen- 
ding ſolely upon Chriſt, as a traveller upos the guide, to 
be direted by Chrift, by placi his wiſcdome, in be- 
ing teachable and obedient to Chriſts do&rine ; Man mult 
be emptied of his owne reaſon, that will be filled with | 
Chriſts wiſedome ; he mult renounce his owne will that | 
| will have the will. of God to rule over him ; he that devies | 
himſclfe makes Chriſts-wiſcdome, his wiſedome to guide 
him, and Chriſts will the rule of his owne will, to ſway and 

command him. | ” 
2, '( «ſſation from mans oWne ſelfe, He that denyes him- 


from mansſelf, | ſclfe cealeth from himſclfe ; he ceaſeth from his ewne r Wi/c- 


dome, from his opinion of it, from his ſubjeRion under it, 
from his being guided by it ; he ceaſcth from his owne will, 
how the ſin |. and inclination of it, trom the carnall 


—_— —— 


objedts | 
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_ 


| Self-ceſſation, 
objets which it chuſeth , and from the corrupt. diQtates 
which it preſcribeth ; he defires not the doing of bis owne 
but of Gods will, as a ſervant cea'eth from his owne, and 
doth his Maſters wall ; he is borne of God, and the mo- 
| tion and inclination of his will is towards God, as the mo- 
tion cf the rivers is towards the Sea, rhe Law of God 4 iu 
his heart, by knowledge and underſtanding, by meditation 
and aff:&1on, by inſcription and dominion, and he delights 
to doe the Will of the Lord ; he ceaſcth from his ownel imu- 
ginations, his thoughts are rot high thoughts, carnall 
thoughts, worldly thoughts, vaine thoughts, but his th 
are holy thoughts of God, low thoughts of himſcife, hate- 
full thoughts of ſfinne, joyfull thoughts of Chriſt, and ſweet 
and pleaſant _ of the word of God, ſleight and 
; weake thoughts of the world. The meditation of the Lord 
| is ſweet wnto him, and the Law of the Lord is his meditation 
| all the day long ; he ccaſcth from his owne affettions , he 
| hath crucified bo fielh with the * affettions thereof ; he doth 
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— mow xt 
|  — OO ———_—_ 


155 
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hes | 


' not truſt in himſclfe, but in the Lord, he is no felf-lover, 
but an unfained lover of the Lord Jc{us, he doth not re- 
joyce in himſclfe, but in Chriſt ; he ccafeth from his owne | 
pleaſarehe doth net * livein pleaſures, making proviſion for the | 
fleſh to fulfill the luſts thereof ; he 1s: no lover, no follower 

cf corrupt and carnall pleaſures 3 he chuſcth rather to en- 

| dure affliftion with the people of God, then to enioy the | 
| w pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon , twfull pleaſures are more bits | 
| ter and diſtaſt-full then any afflition to the ſoule which 
hath attrined Chriſtian fſelf-denyall ; he ceaſeth from his 
owne applauſe among men, he is * not geſiroxs of waine glory, 
he is not afeRed and tickled with the ſounding of the trum- 
t of mens praiſes, he ſceketh not the praiſe which comes 


: 


[ 


perfeion man attaines in' this gracious worke of feltc- 
denyall, the leſs he regards mans commendation : He that 
denyes himfelfe reputes the teſtimony and approbation of 
* | God to be honour enough ; he ceaſeth from his oWne pro-j 
fir, he ſecks not his owne things, but the things »1ich are 


om men, but that which comes from God : The more | 


Oy :- He that denyes himſclte, reputcs 'it his choileſt| 
P riches ' 


| 10.58.13, 


t Gal. 5.24. 


uwilim 5.5. 


w Heb.1t, 25. 


x$1.5.16. 
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e Application of mans ſelfe ro (brift, , 
riches to:glorific Chriſt by his ſcrvice ; he eſteemes theſe | 
labours of his moſt profitable which prove moſt adranta- 
gious and bcackciall to Gods Church and children, not ſce- 
king y hut own profit, but the Prophet of many , that they 
may be ſaved; He that denyes hiafelfe is. well pleaſed to | 
be temporally poore, that he way thereby make others ſpi- | 
ritually rich- A humble and gracious man reputcs it a greas | 
ter gaine to Faine a ſoule to God, then to gaine the falneſle | 
of the world to himſclfc, Laftly, he ccafcth from by * owne 


Works, from his owne carnall and finfull works , from his | 
owne proud and atnbitious works, from his owne greedy | 
and covetous works ; he ccaſeth from theſe, as a traveller 
from a falſe path, as Iſrael ccaſed from Pharaohs works, (o 
doth he from the works of finne, Satan, and the world , | 
he is no lenger their ſervant ; he that denyes hiroſclfe, | 
ſerves not bimſcife but the Lord ; Chrift is his high and | 


great Maſter ; him he ferves, and to his honour he reterres | 
2 his ſervice z The glorifying of the Lord Jctus is the ſa- | 
| preamecnd of a good mans uadertakings,and t crowne of al 
(wa:Cheidima Og. f ki = | 

2, Full, free, ready application of mans ſelfe ts Chriit, 
He that denyes Rn hiuſclte wholly juto the 


Chriſt, as a traveler to the guide, to be direted by Chrift, 
| 2s a ſervant to the Maſter, to works and ſerve for Chrilt, 


© 1 Pct 4937 {tg fove and delight himſclfe 13 Chriſt : * He that hath (af 


hands of Chriſt, as a /choler to' the teacher to learns J 


- a ſonldier to the Generall, to fight for Chriſt, as a /«bie 2 
to the King, to receive Chrifts lawcs, and lecke Chrilts he- 
nour, 2s a bride to the bridzgroome, to dwell with Chriſt, 


fered in the fleſh (faith Saint Peter) by mortification of his 
lofts, by abnegation and denyall of himſcife, he hath ceaſed 
om ſinne ; from the life and er of fhane, from the 
love and pleaſure of ſinne, and fron? the trade and praiſe 
{of finne, as a man that hath ſuff:red death in the ficſh, 
ceaſeth from his former life, love, pleaſure, and worke ; | 
and he thus ceaſeth from ſinne, ther he may no /onger live | 
the reſt of his time in the fleſs to the luſts of men, but to the | 


| 
ſwit of God - he is no longer conformable to the tinfull ex- 


ainple. 
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| 


| 


a | 


- *S 4 


Application of Man: ſalfere Chri. 
ample of men, a follower of the luſts of men, a ſervant of 


corruption ; but being crucified to theſe, he lives to the | 


will of Gods receiving all diretion from it, cvery way 
obſequious to it , wholly applying himſclfe to this one 
thing, cyento pleaſe God : Self-denyall takes a man off from 
himſelfe and the world, and puts him wholly under God, 
and ſets him fully and effeRually upon the worke of God : 


| This is ſometimes termed 4 > jeelding up of onr ſelvesto Ged, bRom.12,1, 
as a ſacrifice to be wholly ſpent in the Lerds ſervice ; | 


| ſometimes *giving of owr ſelves ts the Lord, asa wife gives «> Corb.3. 
her ſclife to the husband ; and ſometimes « © /iving ware 4 * ©95+5+13 
(friſt, and a « bringing forth of fruit unto the Lord ; and all |, gom.7.4. 


| 


this is to expreſſe thewr full application of themſelves unto | 


Chriſt, who truly deny themſelves ; and this is that which 


Chriſt cals a *folowing of him, and makes it a concomitant / Mat.16, 244 


'of ol dewalt, to —_—_ in bis derine 59 a DIE 

le, in his precepts as a fervant, in his {cs a3 2 belce- 
W in his ſufferings as an imitator : Selt-de makes a 
man embrace Chriſt, as the Pilare to guide him , «s the 
King to command him, as the rocky to ſuſtaine him , and 
only foxntaine to miniſter all fulnefſe to him ; and cauſes 
a man alſo to apply 'himſclfe againe wholly to Chriſt,to the 
wi/edome of Chrift to be! guided by it , to the awtbority of 
Chriſt to obey him , to the rr«4b of Chriſt to beleeve in 
bim, to the a/-ſufficiency of Chriſt to be filled with all ſpi- 
rituall and heavenly falnefſe. He applyes himfelfe to Chriſt 
in his ««derf#ording, to know Chriſt, in his wif to chuſe 
and embrace Chrift, in his :howghrs to meditate upon Chriſt, 
in his feare to ferve and henour Chriſt, in his facb to tral 
and depend upon Chriſt, in his /ove to affe& Chriſt , in 
his 507 to delightim Chriſt, in his deſires to Tong after 
Chriſt, in his:exdeavewrs to exalt Chriſt, in all his po fe/ſ7- 
ox, abilitics , and endowments to make them ſerviceable 
es himſelfe to the ordinances of Chriſt, 


IEEE 


as-to a light.gniding, food feeding, 'and JUTE 


precepes of C as to' 


him, and' to the . h 
ning him. Mans full application of himſelfe to Chriſt,doth 
P miniſter 


/er of: Chriſt as to the ſtaffs ſoft: */_ 


——_— 


— x _wo___ 
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of all tothe | $8 104n, Or done by m4 unto the grace of God, He that de-| 


AG Pe... ACTS x 
| miniſter clearc'and comfortable evidence of mans denyal! of p 
' himſelfe for Chriſt, | p 
4. Afcribing 4. The humble and hearty aſcribing of all the good which ©, 
i | 


he doth from himſclfe unto God, as the proper Authour | 
thereof ; he puts all from himſelfe, as being nothing in | 


ood 1s accompliſhed : He acknowledgeth his owne | 
ency Without God, as the ciſtcrne is inſafficient to | 


£1» Cor. 3.5, 


- L go = ce, i 

any thing to ibed 
to. him(clte, but referrers all to-God and Chriſt, and ftrives 
to. raiſe the cyes aud hearts of men to God and his grace. 
Pad and Barnabas perceiving the men of Lyſra had too 
high of them, reputing them as Gods when they 
warn, but Lords inſtruments , they © reve their eloarbes, | 


þ ARA, 14.14, . , 

1 an among the people, crying m— . doe 

x OE hoe the af pap my er rag < en 
preach that je twwe_frew theſe vanities to. the leving 


Ged, The 1immodcrate honouring of men is a great ditho- 
the gracious 'man' is not iſo 


' AR. 3.1218, of Ci 
16, 


- 
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6 Aſcriting alt to grace. | 


4 ,. as though by our owne power or holinefſe we had | 
done this : The God of Abraham, 1/aar, and Jacob, bath | 
glorified his ſonne cſus , and his name through faith in 
his. name hath done this thing': Be he never fo well qua- | 
lified and fitted for the worke of the Lord, yct as the Lord | 
ſaid of 1irac}, ſo he conceives of himſelf, that wickour the | 
Lord his * frengeh & to fir flifl, He that is moſt fully fur- 
niſhed with ſpiritual abilities, is moſt ſenſible of his owne 
e:nptinefle, molt free and ready in the magnifving of God, | 
and _—__ Who more eminent then Pax! for his gra- 
cious miniſteriall endowments ? yet who more effe- 
Quall ia ſelf-denyall, and in the cxaltation of the grace of | 
God ? | Are ye wet carnall (faith he) and walke as mew; for 
| while one faith I am Paw, and another 1 am of yy 9 
' are ye not carnall, who then is Paw, and who is 0, 
but Miniſters, ſervants and not inſtruments and not | 
ſupreame agents, by whow ye belorved as God gave to every 
man. I have planted, Apoelle watered, but God gave the 
increaſe : ſo neither is he that planteth ay rhing, nei- 
| ther he that watereth, not any thing, of no Tiny 
.of no- efficacy of themſelves, but God that giveth 
'the increaſe : The choiſeſt inſtruments prove unprofi- 
table without the hand of God afliſting ; The ſoule which 
knowes and feeles its cp—_—_ upen God , cannot but 
referre the fruit and worth of all its labours to the grace 
of God. There was not a greater borne of woman then 
the Baptiſt , he farre all the —_—_ yet how 
low doth he abaſe hi , to exalt Chriſt, how freely 
doth he referre the whole of bis miniſtery to the 
grace of Chriſt, 7 indeed (faith he?) baptize with water unto re- | 
| pentance, but there # one that commeth after me 6 nughts 
then I, whoſe ſhooes I ams not worthy to beare, he bap- 
tize you with the Hely-Ghoft, and with fire, He that hath 
| Low thoughts of the grace of God, and high thongirts of his| 
| owne abilities, is far from the ſclt-denyall which is proper to 
. A low prixing bias undervalaing of maneſelfe, 
| ada tie ders ſon of Chriſt, I 
P 2 10M- 
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p Gal.6.x4. 


{q 2 Sam.6.22- 
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yr Luk,5.3:, 
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Men low prixing himſelf. 


wGal.6,14, himſelfe, looks upon himſelfe aSa ® erxcified man: Ina cru- 


' cified man there is no beauty, no. dignity , no excellency | 
to be ſcene, no pleaſure to be taken : He that denyes him- | 
{rife ſees no beauty, no worth, no excellency in bimſzife, | 
| he taketh no pl e, no delight in himſclfe ; he looks on | 
his owne fleſh as on an expty ® hex, wherein dwelleth 00/ 
good thing, he is *dead with Chriſt, for the mortification 

of his fleſh, for his low opinion and denyall of himſelf; | 
he is Þ cr«cified to the world, willingly contented for Chriſts | 
fake to have no honour, no favour, no efteeme among the 
men of the world ; 2s a crucifted man hath no place, no 
authority , no c{teeme in the world ; he is willing to be 
Phu" , reproached, and rejeRed of the world , for the | 
love he hath to Chriſt, as a crucified man is defpiſed and | 
accounted odious in the world : David being vile inthe eyes 
of <AMichal for dauncing before the Arke, 1aid, 7 will yer be | 
q wore . vide they thay, and will be baſe in mine oWne ſight 
He that denyes himſclfe, being vile ia the eyes of men, 
for his profeiJion of Chriſt , for his ſabjeRion and obedi- 
ence to Chriſt, fur his zcale and carneſtnefſe for Chriſt, is 
willing and ready to-be more vile, to bemore reproached, | 
more traduced, more. deſpiſed ; and will be baſe in his 
owne fight, negle& himſelfe , abaſe himſelfe , and make 
himſclfe as nothing, that he may exalt and honour Chriſt, 
True ſ:if-denyall makes a man negleR and abaſe himſelfe 
below the duſt, for the exaltation of Chriſt ; to have 
his */ name caſt ont as abotninable among men, and to be 
accounted as the * filth and obſcxring of all things : He that 
hath the higheſt clteeme of Chrift, hath the leaſt and low- 
eſt cſkecme_ of himfelte : Self-denyall makes.a man not only | 
to. undervaluc himſclfc , but all things in compariſon | 
of Chriſt, to eſteems* all the-glory of the carth as dung and. 
drofſe in compariſon of Chrift ,| to repute all larning but | 
ignorance in compariſon of the knowledge of Chriſt, all hs- 


nour but. ignominy in compariſon of the crowne which | 
Chriſt gives, all riches but poverty in compariſon of thar | 
treaſure which 13 in Chriſt, all zozes but ſorrowes in com- | 


| pariſon of the joy which commeth from Cheiſt, al! friends | 
| an 


—_ —_— 
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K Leaving all for Chriff, " PLIS, OO 
and friendſhip bat dymbe idols in compariſen of Chriſts love, 


the al-ſafficiency of Chriſt,' The world # crucified ro him that 
# crucified with Clriſt, and bath denyed himfclfe, as men 
unto, no pleaſure in a crucified that denyes 
world ary more then the. living with the dead, is free from 
the creature, from the power and command of the crea- 
turc,as a woman is free from her dead husband;his Ga__ 
| and joy are not taken up with the creature, no more t 
Abrahams thoughts and delights were taken up with dead 
Sarah , whom he defired to be removed out of his fight ; 
he puts no' price the creature in compariſon of Chriſt ; 
he prizeth all as ſtraw and ſtubble in compariſon of Chriſt 
the truc treaſure ; he cſtecmeth all things in reſpeR of Chriſt 
but as a 6rawble in reſpeRt of the vine, as © Jothaws to ano- 
ther ſpeaks in his parable. He that overyalues either 
hi _ or any thing clſc of the world, is far from holy ſclt- 
deny 


| Cuar, I X» 


cheerfull deſertion and leaving of all for 
e-that denyes himſelfe will deny all things 

«th in love to Naomi left her father and 

the land of her wnativit , and came unto a 
i not e.Thes man that de- 
the love he hath to Chriſt, leave fa» 
the land of his nativity, whatſoever 
unto him , and come- to Chriſt, 
of ſelf-denyall he knew not ; he 


have no commerce with, put nu price _ have ho love | 
man : ſo he 


himſclfe hath no intimate and entire communion with the | 


161 


and all world/y fwineſſe but empty veſſels in compariſon of 


rt Gal.6. 14, 


| 


6.D-lertion 
of all. 
wRuth 3.11, 


ſo much werth in Chriſt, and 
P 3 finds 
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X Luk.14. 16, 
3 Cant.$,10. 


7 Prov.33. 5. 


41 Cor, 7.26. 


| b Ffal. 45, 


C Devt.33. 3,9 
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finds in him fo mach love to Chriſt, that he will leave all 
to enjoy. Chriſt ; he leaves all for the preſent, in ſped 
of on, his love to the creature in compariſon of his 
love to Chriſt is a comparative * bured ; he leaves all in 
reſpe<R of price an eſtimation, Chriſt in his eye the » fas- 
reſt of ten thewſand : A vine, © lilley, a glorious Prince, a 
bright and (hining  Sunne : The creature a thorne, 
a weed, a , 4 very. glo-worme, a thing of* nought ; 
he lcaves all in reſpeR of /ervice and ſubjzRion, he is not 
under the power of the creature, he is not the {:rvan: of 
the creature, he * poſſeſſeth as if he poſſeſſed not, and he is 
ready aZualy to leave all , whenſoever he (hill be called 
to it, as a woman leaves her Þ Fathers bowſe, and her own 
people, to cohabite with her husband ; he that denyes him- 
ſelfe leaves his friends with © Levs, leaves his countrey with 
4 Abrabaw, leaves his « of dignity with the blinde 
man, leaves his * poſſeſſions with the Diſciples, and is ready 
with Pas/ to leave his /ife for the teſtimony, \ and 


| ſervice cf Chriſt ; he chuſeth rather to enjoy Chriſt with 


the loſſe of all, then to loſe Chriſt with the gaine of all 
the werld can afford him : Where {clf-denyall dwels, and 
beares dominion, Chriſt is infinitely more deare then all 
the treaſure of the world ; he that denycs himſclfe, chu- 
{cth rather to be the ſervant of Chriſt inthe loweſt world- | 
ly emptineſſe, then to ſerye himſelfe,and be a ſtranger to Chriſt 
in the —_— carthly tulneſle. 
7 , 


and delighting himelfe in (rift under 
the op hatred . $a world, He that denyes himſclfe 
is pleaſed, and fully ſatisfied with: Chriſt, though the 


world hate him, rife up againſt him 


, and miniſter 


in the. bridegroome , though her he 


"Mane delight in Clift mee croſſe. 
| emies, yet Chriſt is in ſicad of all friends, many 
prom mas 9c and ttormes of trouble ariſc, no ſtar 


ppcares ; yet 
ſtcad of all lights, a rocke, in ſtead of all ſupporters, and a 
| haven, in ſtead of all hiding places. Chriſt to him that de- 
' nyes himſclfe, is an t hidong place from the Wind, and 4 © g la gut. 
vert from the tempeſt ; as rivers of water in a ay place, us 
' the ſhadow of a greas rocks in 4 weary land ; Chriſt 13 in 
| ſtead of all, and much mere then all ts him that for Chrifts 
lake denyes all, and is denyed of all. Chriſt is arecompence | 
anſwering all lofſes, to his holy and le ſervants, ' whawm b Pſal, 73.29, 
Ave I in heaven ( (aith the _ thee, and there is 6. 
| none upen the earth that 1 deſire beſide thee, my Beth and my 
| heart faileth, but God is the ſtrength of my heart, and wy | 
| 10nN for ever : The world never brings a gracious and | 
Fombled man fo low, but he ſees power enough in Chrilt | 
|ro' raiſe him up , never makes him ſo cmpty , but he ſees 
| fulnefle enough in Chriſt to repleniſh him, never ſo hates 
' him , but he fees love enough in Chriſt to comfort him, 
| never fo filleth him with trouble, bur he ſecs peace enough | 
in Chriſt to quict him ; and this makes him- that depyes | 
|himſelfe, when he | Walls in darkreſſe, and hack wo lightyt0 11G. -0.0. 
| eruft in the name of the Lord, and to ſtay him(ſcife upon his 
; God : This makes bim account it af 597 * to fall into ma» | 
' nifold temptations for Chriſts ſake ; all tecmprations and * "7 
troublcs being to him that denycs himſclfe, arguments of 
his ſeparation from the world, pledges of his ef:Fuall cal-| 
ny ety & Bo0% the (nfull worlds ha- 
againſt bim, phyſicke to cure and purge out many un- 
happy diſcaſes of hnne, mr«mpers to awaken him, pre/erve- 
tives againſt ſecurity, conflotts to try his faith and love to! 
Chriſt,and weanes of the endearement of his ſoule to Chriſt, | 
Chriſt ſweetning them upto him, Chriſt being to bim in 
| the midſt of them, as the honey in the belly f the Lyan 
| unto Sawpſon ; as the Ark to Noab in the deluge, appre- 
| hending, taſiog, and plealing hianſclfe inthe loxe of Chriſt, | 
he doth glory in tribulation, and though he is in beavincil 
rag manifold was ming jo Coe + 
4 


he 


_ 
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| Chriſts crofſe abeve Worlds crowne. Ty 
he ® reiegcerh With is and ful of glory. Chriſt | 
to him that Canes in ft to ho- 
noar him , a friend ns Wha, a Swwme in 
darknefſe to cnlig im, a precious pearle in poverty to 
enrich him, a helper in all defertions to ſataind him, and 
2 fountain in all wants to ſupply him ; ſweet and plea- | 
fant, fatisfaRory and foule-raviſhing are Chriſts miniſtrati- 
| ons to mortificd and humble ſonles in their Chriſtian (uff-- 


rings. 
oy | 8, The prixing and valuing of (rity (roſſe above the 
rape F- '» Crowne. Hggthat indeed denyes himſelfe, eſteemes 
above the it more happy ; more excellent, and more honourable to 
worlds crowne partake of Chriſts ſuff-rings, then of the worlds rej»ycmgs, 
to be conformed nnto Chriſt in holy forrowes and afflici- 
, then to be conformed to the world in carnall plea- 
fleſhly cxaltations ; he prefcrres the poverty,re- 
*nt;to idage, and death which doth uſually at- 
n the Goſpe ethe riches, honour, favour, li- 
life which the _ o—_ to _ follow- 
CMoſes imſcife, * efteemed the reproach 
eh the treaſures of Egypt. There- 
the difgrace, loſſe, and perſeco- 


, 


j 


» Heb $1.46. 
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Adofes then-all the treaſures of Egypt, then | 


| 


; 
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Loſe i gain to bin that denies bimſolfe, 


e, which they impoſe upon them , prove ri- 
ches, joy, , peace, and freedome to them ; Men are | 
much deceived in their judgements, ſuppoſing Chriſtian | 
| F.rings miſcrable and contamelious ; the wife, ſubjeR, | 
| fouldier, ſervant repute it an hononr to ſuffer for their ey 
5 | band, 0g, Generall, Lord and Maſter, and doubt- 


ble, 


lefſe he that es himſelte, cannot but account it as an | 
honour to ſuffer for his ſpiritual] Husband, King, Captaine, | 
Lord and Saviour : He that denyes himſclfe will chuſc | 
with David to be a * doorekeeper im the bouſe of God, rather | 
then dwell in the tents of wicke@neſſe ; toJive in any low,poor, | 
contemptible, and deſpifed condition, enjoying communion 

with Chriſt, rather then partake of all worldly fulnefſs 

without Chriſt, The Lord Jeſus is x humble fouls fulncſſe, 

whether it hath much or little of the world ; a little with | 
Chriſt is honourable, and full of contentation, the greateſt | 
' abundance without Chriſt is ſhamefull, and attended with | 
| much diſtration ; therefore the Apoſtle faith of himfelfe, | 
and ſuch as he was, men denying themſelves and enjoying | 
Chrift , that they were « 4 _wnknoWn,ond yet Well known, a | 
dying ale. is or 
roWfull reiaycing, 4s ng ch, 4s 
Fw pare At 9' p ig fag God is wonder- 
fall in honouring,proteQting,delivering,rejoycing,and faris- 
fying the ſoules of the bumble, in 'fanRtibying and f 
ning their low, .poore, and fad condition : The Lord makes 
them ſce fuch glory ſpringing out of their ignominy, and 
fach hght ſhining out of their » that they 4 reiozce 
they. are accounted Worthy, that they are vouchſafed this ho- 


nour to ſafer for Chriſfts name ; they rejoyce in * fills 

that which i behind fk nk Ha Chriſt , Fx 
C hriſt, being thereby made conformable to Chriſt,and ha- 
ving thercby communion with Chriſt, and Chriſt taking 
their ſufferings as his ſufferings ; Chrilt ſuff-ring in them, 


and they for him, they are very. joyfull in fuff. z the 
wore» an dyes Hance, the were he rejopee? nh 
| croſſe of Chriſt, in Chriſt crucified, for his fake, and in his 

9. Man! | 


owne ſ:F:rings for Chriſts ſake: 


8s Plal $4.19. 


piCor6,g,1o, 
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166 Honea ring of Chriſt man; bonoxr. | 
#.Mans m3- | . 9, Alan making it bu greatel# hononr to honowr Chriſt, He 
kixg ir his bo» | ghar es him is1.10 5 d with love 18 ("brift, that 
Gd. hor | 1c a Wife reputcs it her choiſdſt matrimoniall honour to 
advance her , to be according to Solomon, 

{ Prov. 134+ ( croWne to her hucband , by her ſabj<Rion under 
um, by her choiſe, ſober, and pious carriage towards him, 
by her . fidelity to him, and by induſtry and labour for 
him : fo. the man that denyes himſclfe, reputcs ir his 
higheſt honour to honour Chriſt, to be a crowne to Chriſt | 


_ busband, by his gracious fubjcion under 
Chriſt, by . his holy ying graneds Chriſt, by his god! 
B labour and induſtry for 2. He that denyes kunCzlfs, 


—_ 


apuchrug rob guns and humble frams, made | 
ſo graciouſly ſubz<& unto "Chriſt , and 1s fo ſtrongly and | * 
fally devoted ro the ſervice of Chrif, that as a good fer- | 


vant takes it as his prune glory, to honour his Maſter, to 
advance his Maſters credit profit : ſo he that devyes 
s like the good fervant of Chriſt , taketh jt for a 
honour to.ſerve Chriſt,to heve * bis fruit ante bolineſſe, 


d, taps, Arch that comer g- | 
[ uy oe, withs _ ſo _  -1þ 
the applauſe praiſe of men, that 
honour as no honour, to that which 
of Chriſt. He eſteemes it a grea- 
to {erve in true halinefſe, in the loweſt | 
condition, then to command nations, and rule | 
er to Chriſts Scepter and 
gs ( faith the Apoſtle) in | 
btcouſacſlc a b Chriſt —_—_— 
| s acceptation, a ood 
is a crowne. of honour to thekthat 
efus in WR e that 
or. «lfe, fo ta | 
Ai lt, ; | a ” Ts ke 8 
at ie reputes all bis labour, loſt , if it doth not 
py 6 LE bp. off #1000 be 
w 


—_ _— —— 


m— 


—_— 
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low the marke, a caſting of ſced upon the fand, a ſowing. 
to the fleſh ; he re it a baſe and unworthy ſervice 
which terminates in imſclte, and not in Chriſt, it is an abo- | 
mination to him to be of their number who w /erve their 
owne belly, their owne luſt of pride, pleaſure, or covetoul- 
F—ge and not Chriſt, 5, He that G—_ himfclfe, 15 /o 14- 
with the thowy be of (briſt , with the admiration of 
Gi his ſoule doth fo pleaſe and delight ir felfe in 
Os that he eſte*mes Chrilts ſervice a Paradiſe, for _ 
caſures of it, a rich ſtore-houſe, for the treaſures of vt, 
wall of fire, for the ſafety of it, and a high wer” ery 
a ſingular crowne for the glory which it miniltrerh , and | 
this indeed 1s the fumme of that which our Saviour pro-| 
feth as an indacement , encouragement , and wages to 
is ſervants. If any man (faith he) */erve me, let him follow 
me, and where ] am there ſhall alſo wy ſervant be ; ; if any man 
ſerve me him will my father honour. Chriſts ſervice-is a 


———— —— 


| 


| his converſation not in fleſoly wiſedome, but in + wplicity, and wn 


| and this is his glory, joy, 


uf Lally, fre hat 


it 

ſhip 3 if there be any diſobedience , any luſt , wp camel 

& Betder reſadh tnpes itealta K ner. 1a ow ncs it 

the yea of gody fur, 6 the Mar of fe lp cal 
into ; y i hn, » Dot 
in others, bur- 5-0 IC.18. 

por tener rad yn 4g 


good mans crowne and comfort, and therefore he that de- 
nycs himſclfe referres all to the glory of God and Chriſt ; 


and oyEing.. 26 be the ſer- | 


vant of Chriſt, to approve hi ! having | 


ſmeerity, 


ene op: plainnefſe of heart, ac- 
s and argue in (Gods rapre 46d He that 
denyes himlelfe, tg F. Jo» bee ire Chriſts 
coat , is without ſeame ; he is a true Natbewel in- whom 
is ® mo gwile ; ſelf-denyall abhorres and abandons hypecri-. 
fie farre from the heart , it puts it tclfe- upon the eryall ; 
.» ſearch one. © Lord and try me, if there pd evill 
way within me, and lead me in the way that is cverlaſt 


it felfe, en takes ve 
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Gal 6.8, 


xTI h.12.16 


3 «© Cor.1.13. 


w Rom 16.18, 
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Sincere heart. | 


lob,19.23. 
tlob.s.47, 


6 Plal-1z9.23., 


longh 1, 
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b t Tim-3, Is. 


L Plal.1 19.60, 


| zHumble bearr 


dP 109. 2041 IDEA ſue, univerſally bent and 1nchaed to-obleryc 
|e Plal,qo.8, | 
| 


the whoje will of God, having a diſpoſition and frame of 
ſoule anſwerible to the © whole Law of God, reſolved in ne- 
(thing p oy -t6 o&:nd God , endeavouring to the. ut- | 


| aca 
Moſt troubled with a moate ia his ewne eye, or a diſcaſc | 
in his owne fleſh ; he is mot jealous and ſufpitious of 
his owne heart , as beſt acquainted with the deceitfulnefſe 
thereof 3 he is the * worſt of ſinners in his owne eye, he 
will not ſpare nor ſuffer ſinne upon himſclfe, as a man will 
not ſrff-r a ſpot his owne ficſh, but ſpecdily waſh | 
it away ;'nor a diſcaſe in his owne body, but haſtens the 
purging of it out ; as a traveller will not knowingly walke 
in a falſe path, but haſtens himſclfe into his right way, fo 
he © conſidererh his wayes, makgth hafte and turneth wnto the te- 
Rimonierof the Lord : As «Aſa ſpared not his owne mro- 
| ther, but depoſed her being an Idolatreſſ: ; fo this man | 
ſpares'not his owne finne , though a mother ſinne, be it 
never ſo deare or pleaſant, he will depoſc it ; as God wv 4 
| God of pore eyes, and cannet behold iniquity, fo is ſuch a man, | 
| a manof a pure heart, and he cannot behold iniquity with al- 
lowance in himſelfe; 

2 He hath a"hwnbt heart , the yrone man , the ſelt- | 
lover, who hath not denycd hi , doth all for the p:aiſe 
of men, his lamp will not burne without this oyle, his | 
mill -will not turne unlefſe it hath this wind or watcr to | 
drive it ; bur he thar- hath denycd himſcife is humble, be | 
aymes at the glory of God, he fecks not himſclfe, but God | 
in what he doth, he leanes not upon himſclfe , but u 
| God in whatſoever he doth, he leancs on Gods w1/? 
to guide him , on Gods power to ſupport him , on Gods 
bleſſing to make” all ſucceſſefull, and when the worke is 
er rene —___m may ron yen nnd 

le, he: | : mſcife unto 

God, his rejoycing is not in himſclfe , but- in the 


2,” He hath apr beat, aheart cheriſhing an 4 aniverſal 


I" "CS 


feet 


_—__@___— 
AAA 


#5 \gravell vell'to tern pf his palate, ſnarcs to his 


—_—_— 
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Grieving at Sins, 


feet, and a heavy burthen- on his backe , his ſinne is more 
troubleſome to him , then all afflition, as bad or worſe 
then death 1t ſelfe ; but the worke of righteouſnefſe is his 
Joy ; this is the ſeed he owes, the race he runs, to this 
he gives himſelfe, this is his meat and drinke, this is the 


Reieycing in goodneſſe. | 


joy and rejoycing of his heart, this is the clement in which | 
he-defires to live, and whercin he pleaſcth and delighteth | 


in Gods commandements, to know them, to meditate upon / 
them,to receive diretion from them,to doc all things in ebe- 
dience to them. 

4. He hath a plaine and open heart ; he will not ſmother 
nor conceale his finne, as Achan hid his go'den wedge and 
Babyloniſh garment , as Rachel fate upon and covered her 
Idols ; he will not diſguiſe and faine himſelfe to be ano- 
ther then he is, as 7eroboams wife Þ di/puiſed hw ſelfe, and 


' 
: 


; 
l 


: 
: 
: 


| 
| 


the dihhonour which finne is unts God ; for God is diſho- 


E | 


faigned her ſelfe to be another then ſhe was : He doth not | 
defire that the Prophets ſhould: propheſie /moorh things and 
deccits unto him ; he will not with Ahab have the mzſ- 
ſengers of the Lord bid him proſper in a way which the | 
Lord allowes not ; but his defire ts to have his heart ran- | 
ſacked, his ſinne opened, the eſtate of his foule truly diſ- 
covered ; he faith with the. Plalmiſt, /zr th: righteous ſmite 
me, by diſcovering my finne, by reproving me for what is 
amiſſe, by wounding my conſcience, and humbling my 
ſoule for my corruption ; he is a moſt welcome ger 
to him, that moſt clearly and fully ſets his fin before him; 
he rejoyceth in the detefion of his finne , as a rich man 
in the dete&ion ef a theefe, that lyes in ambuſh torob him , 
as a ſficke man inthe finding out, and purging away of the 
diſcaſe which would bring death upen him. 

5. He hath a keart- grieving at evil, and reieycing in goods 
neſſe and good things ; He gricveth for his owne and other 
mens ſinnes, for the di done to God-; he that 
grieves for his owne and not for other. mens ſins , gricves 
rather out of ſelf-love, fearing ſome plague which will fall 
upon him for ſinne, then out of any tiue love. to God, for 


noared ' 


himſelfe ;- as the filh in the water , he 8 delighteth greatly g Mili, 


4. P'2ine heart; 
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h 1 Kin. 14: 


Ifa 30,10, 
x King.24. 


Plal. 141,5. 
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noured by other mens finnes as well as ours ; he thercforc 
that denyes hun{clfte, mournes with David, becauſe © other 
men keep not the Lavv of God ; Gods diſhonour is the prime 
motive of true and godly forraw ; the more a man de- 
nyes himſclte, the more his ſoule is humbled and grie\cd, 
| becauſe Gods name is diſhonoured : He likewiſe that de- 
| nyes himſclte,: rejoyceth when God 1s honoured, whoſo- 
| ever be the inſtrument. _ can rejoyce when God hath 
| been glorified by ſome at of their owne, but are not joy- 
fully atfe&ed , bur rather grieved , when Ged is honoured 
by lome worke of others, wherein themſelves have been no 
(harers : Men are often very ſelf-lovers in their ho- 
lieſt and moſt honourable performances. It argnes a humble, 
{weet and gracious diſpoſition of mens aft:&ions, to be able 
to rejoyce in the ſervice of others ; a humble foule 
is joyfull and thankfull that God is honoured, the Church 
| ted, the =_ preached , the cauſe and kingdome 
| of Chriſt promot others, as if himſclte had been the 
inſtrument ; Gods is a hamble mans maine deſire 
and intendment, is mach joycd to ſce the fame ac- 
complithed ; and in theſe characters as in plaine tereers, | 
all men reade the truth and power of their ſelf-denyall, 
accordingly jadge of their condition. 


| 


| Cuar X, 


Ut it may be here demanded how many wayes a man | 
may deccive himfelfe in the point and matter of ſelf- 
denyall. The heart of man her | above mcaſure, and man 
18 very prone to deceive himſc as in other neceſſary inty 
and part faration-ſo in this of lt-denplt. Toth thre 
foreI anſwer, that manisapt to deceive hi in this be- 
wayes, 6 2 


1, By 
— 


Y _ 


1. By denying himſclfe /aperftitionſly, Thus many deny 
reſt , food , and hberty et 4 , and otred 
| whipping, ſcourging, macerating,pinching,and even ſtarving, 
their owne fleſh,denying themſclves the vic of ſuch creatures, 
as God hath ordained and provided for the comfort and 
ſupportment of his ſcryants. God hath made man ſubordinate 
| Lord over the works of hi hands, and hath put all things u- 


the fowles of the ayre, and the fiſhes of the fea, ® Every 
creature of God (faith the Apoltle) « good, and nothing 40 | 
be refuſed, it it be received with thanksgiving, for it is tan- | 
ified by the word of God and prayer ; yet many.in their | 
ſuperſtition deny themſclves the free and Chriſtian uſe of 
| the creature, placing their Religion and fclt-denyall in ab- 
ſtinence from ſome forts of creatures. This is a law of 


? fo marry 


Antichriſt mentioned by Saint Pani, forbidding Y 
and commanding to abitaine from meats Which Ged hathcre- 
ated to be reecived with t giving. Such ſclf-denjers 
are none of Chrilts, but Antichriſts ſubje&s, Men placing 
their ſelf-denyall in the obſervation of humane inrentious, 


# _ 
| 1 Superflith- 
| ouſly, 


| 


der his feet, all ſheep and oxen, and the beaſts of the ficld, | 


milling 4,5 


are farre from denying thcir owne and earnall luſts 
and aff:Hions ; they that make tradition the rule of their 
Religion, are farre from ſpiritnall and trac mortification, 
zealous obſervers of humane deviſes in ſtead of denying them- 
ſelves, deny the Lord Jeſus : Of fuch therefore the Apoſtle 


teſtifies , that they are * wainly puft wp in their mud, 
and- not holding the head which is Chriſt, and rebuking 
their ſuperſtition as repugnant to Chriſts death , he faith, } 
wherefore if ye be dead with Chrift from the rudiments 
of the world , why as though living in the world arc ye 
ſnbjeF# to ordinances ( touch not , tatte not, le not, 


a Col,z. 18,9 


20, 
21, 


Z As 


which all are to-periſh with the uling) after the comman- 
dements and doQrines of men. This 18 the ſuperſtitious mans 


ſelf-deny all. 
2. By denying bimſclfe conerowſly, Many ont of an im- 
the world, deny themſclves bodily: reſt; tr 


rifing ' up; vavly, 
and ſorting up late, and. eating the bread o rentyheyde 


= 


j 
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p Eccl,6,1,2. 
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g. Partially. 


qz Kiug 19, 


y 1 Sam 15, 


Mar.6. 


| | her boſome, is farre from the love of ber hocband 7; he is 


— cc 


' Coverone and partiall Self-drnyal. 
ny themſelves neceſſary foed and rayment, they travel un- 
der their worldly abundance, as a galled horſe under a heavy 
burthen ; they Wart wothing of all their ſoules deſire, yer God 
pgives them not power ro eat thereof, This is the miſerable 


worldlings humility and ſelf-denyall, and in this he is ready 
| to pleaſe and applaude himſelfe ; this man indeed abaſerh 


himſclfe below the duſt , but he doth not humble himſelfe | 
{ under Chriſt ; he makes himſelfe the drudge and flare of 
| _— dung and drofie, he makes net himiclfe the fervant of 


3. By denying himſelfe pertialy. He denyes ſome, but 
not all his luſts' ; he walks in ſome, but not in all the or. 


dinances of God, eiw denyed Baals Pricſts, he 9 pur them 
| to death, but he allowed the calves in Dan and Bethel. Saul 
| denyed- himſelfe in the refuſe of the Amalckitiſh ſtuffe, he 
defireyed rhe 
ting theep; and lowing" exen, he ſpared them ; Herod de- 
nycd himſclfe it : 
| and did many ines, but he denyed not himiclfe in Hers- 
I himſelfe in nothing ; he tha | 


[in dBchings; 
or | nw noder the power of one ne fr 


: ght of the Sunae ; far from the /ife of Chriſt, 
andiheakh of grace; 'as he that allowes himſelte in one dif- 

is fatre from health: of body, farre frem the /ove of 
Chriſt, as the woman which allowes one ſtrange lover in 


-farre-from the way to life, as he that keeps himſelfe, and 
| travcls' ons in one falſe: way, is farre from his right path; 
| farre from all s#rereff' in Gods promiſes, as he that breakes | 

one Covenant and condition of | his Leaſe, hath forfeited 
his whole Leaſe; and farrc from Firitnalt liberty and fres-! 
deme j'as he that/is .fertered with one ſtrong chaine, is 


— zo 


-_— 
o 


"= \\farre- from bodily Hfreedome ; he that denyes not all firme, 


denycs: none 25'1t is '{inne ;- miſcrable, deceit- 
s their | which us partiall, and balt like 1fracl 


between 


- - 


————_ —— 


PE — 


( onftrained and hypocriticall Self-denyall. 


between God and Baal, between vertue and vice, between 
the carth and heaven, ſtill abiding under the power of fin, 
without cither truth or perfe&tion in grace. 


—_—_—— 


| miſery attending ſinne ; as the dog denyes himſelfe his 
meat when he 1s licke, and the Sow denycs her wallow- 
ing in the mire by reaſon of the coldneſle of the weather, 


Lord faith the Prophet , im trouble have they ' viſited thee ; | 
they powred ont a prayer when thy chaſtening was upon / 11+-25.46. 


them. When the hand of God is heavy upon them, they 
| walke. humbly, they deny themſelves their former carnall 
' contentments ; with the Mariners they caſt out Fonah in 


173 


4. By denying himſclfe ('9nſtrained/y ; Not for love, = 4 Conft:2i- 
| for fcare ; not for the hatred of finne, but for the ſence of | **d!y- 


\the ſtorme : This is the afflited mans ſelf-denyall, a de- | 129%) 1. 


' ryall not ſpringing from any principle of grace, but forc't 
upon the ſoul:, not ariſing from any hatred of (inne , but 
from the puniſhment of finne : As Mariners ceaſe from the 
Sea, and lye faſt in the haven, while the ſtormes lat. but 
as ſoone as the weather is calme, they put themſelves forth 
againe : Thus many when the ſtorme js up, when their 
foules are toſſed with the tempeſt of trouble, they ceaſe 
' from their worldly and carnall waycs ; but as ſoone as their 
| eſtate is cleare and calme againe, they returne to their for- 
| mer trade and praQiſe of fin : Conſtrained denyall is ncither 
; cordiall nor perpetual, 

| $5. By denying hunſclfe hypoeritically ; ſeeming to others 
to deny himſclfe, when yet indeed he doth not ; as Ahas 
put cf his Kings roabes, and diſguiſed himſclfe, and went 
'1nto the battell as a common man, when yet he was in- 
' deed the King of Ifracl : Thus many diſguiſe themſ-lves, 
enter the profeſſion of Chriſt, as if they were humlle and, 
; mortified men ; when yet they are Kings for their pride, 
ſelE-conceit, and high opinion of their owne worth, their 
change is onely in appearance, not in truth ; owrWardly th:y 
have : /eeps cloathing, the ſhew of fanfity, humility, and 
ſelf-denyall, 5mwardly they gre ravening Wolver : Thuugh they 
'know themſelves to haye® Lyons teeth, yet like the Locuſts 


| 


| 


s Hypocriti. 
cally, 


f Mat. 7.15. 


jin the Revelation , they put > ug baire of a woman, and uRevs 


the 
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— Siniſter and vain-gloriems Seif-denyal. 
SRI cn ASD [AA x RR 
the face of a man ; they pretend much love to God, mnch 
| curteſic and kindnefle unto man, and yet they truly love 
wiſa.29.13. | neither God nor man, they draw » nigh with their fips, but 
| their heart «4 fſurre from God ; they faſt from bodily food 
with the Phariſces, but they faſt and feed their ſoules with 
1.58, pride they hang doWne their beads with them in the Pro- 
phet like a bulruih, bat their hearts ftand upright, theſe are 
nothing humbled ; their denyall is not cordiall, fincere and 
truc, it 1s oncly fuperficiall, formall , and feeming , as the 
Devill appearcd in the hikenefſe of Samwel, but was no! Sa- | 
mel : fo thcle appeare in the likeneſſe of penitent, mort:- | 
fied, humble men, men dead to the world, yet in truth they |) 
Lam. 1. arc not fo ; therefore the Apoſtle faith of fach, they ſeeme | 
to be religioms : As a painted man fſeemes to be a ian, and | 
is no man but a rotten pott ; as an exhalation ſ:cimes 
to be a bright and ſhining Starre, and yet is no Starre, but | 
Prov.u5.7. |a vaniſhing vapor ; as he in So/omon made himſclfe rich , | 
and yet had nothing : Of ſuch br _ they ap- 
83.37, * righteom before men : As whit ulchers appcare ; 
_—_—— : Peaurifull outward, but are within full of dead mens ke | 
and of all uncleanneſſe ; as 7xion in the fable embraced a 
cloud in ſtcad of F»no : ſo many under the Gofpell take the 
ſhadow un ſtead of the ſubſtance of felf-denyall. 


= 


& 


6.SiniF&:ly, 6, By denying himſclfe Sizifterly and politickely, to d2- 

ccive others, to infinuate himſclfte into others, to accomplith 
ſome carthly prejet with the more facility, As the ibe- 
zleſ's 12,13. | onites came to Foſbnab with ? old frooes, and old garments, 
and rent bottles, as if they had come a long journey, and 
thus politickely drew Zofbuab to make a league with them : 
In like fort may pretend felf-denyall , mortification, the 
putting off the old man, to procure the favour of Gods ſer» 
vants, to increaſe their worldly profits, to accompliſh thetr 


owne ſiniſter ends z oftentimes. men bring about, and finiſh 
molt miſchievous deſiynes and enterprifey under a pretence 
of godlineſſe, mortihcation, humility, and meeknefſs ; 44» 
Gen34415, | mon and Levi cloake the mafſiering of rhe Siobemites with 
Marge.s, the conſcience of Circumciſion ; Hero4 intending to kill 
þ King.41 9, | Chrilt, pretends the worthip of Chriſt z /ez«d&e/ plotting 


— —_— — —_ "_— = a — _ — — —  — 


the | 


f 
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| Vaimglery leads man to ſuffer. Temporary Self. denyal. 
| the death of Naboth, proclaimes a faſt, ordaines a day of 


' then kils and makes a prey of him : Such Crocodilcs arc 
| theſe men who under a pretence of teares, ntance, 
| and (elf denyall, deceive, and make a prey of their bre- 
 thren, 

| 2. By denying himſclfe wain-glorionſly, many men do: 
| much, and goe outwardly very farre in the way of (clt- 


| humiliation ; the Crocodile firſt weeps upon man, and | 


| denyall, for the praiſe of men ; Jacob to get 1/aacks bleſ- 
ſing put on £/aw's clothes, and ſome men to get the bledling 
of mens applauſe and praiſe, put on the outward habit of truly 


montihed men ; the Phariſees were very liverall in their 
alincs, very frequent in their prayers, very ſevere in out- | 
ward appearance in their faltings ; and all this they did to | 
be * ſeen of men , to gaine the praiſe of men ; tor this men 
may, and doubtlefle tome doe, give their goods to the poore, | 
{ and their bodics to the priſon, to the fire. Wherefore cl(e | 
| doth the Apoſtle fay, * If 1 give my goods to the poore, and 
my body to be burned, and have not Love, I am nothing, 
| Vaine men are carricd by their ſcif-love to ſuff:rr martyr- 
dome, as true laye carries Gods children ; Gods glory car- 
ries his children to ſuffer death , that God may be honou- 
red, and to this pride and vain-glory carrycs ſome men, 
that their name may be magnified : Many who will fuffcr 
nothing for God out of true lore and aff:Rion, will ſuff-r 
| much fur themſelves out of an ambitious bumour of vaine 


| boaſting and oſtentation : They that care little for a name 
with God, that doe nothing for Gods approbation , will 
miny times doe much for a name with men, tor mens 
praiſe and commendation, He that doth not humble and 
bom himſelfe, that God may be exalted is deceitfull, hum- 


f, By denying himſelfe Temporarily , to walke heavily 
with » Abad fora few dayes, to bow downe the head ow! 
444 with the bulruſh, is an hypocriticall and counterfeit | 
ſelf-denyall ; falſe denyall may bow, and bring a man very | 
low;as 4 Nebnchadnexzars tree was brought to a ſtump, but as 
|that ſtump was bound with bands of braſſe and yron , faſt 

| 2 
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7 Vain-glori- 


afty. 
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ily, 
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' OO Temporary S elf-denyall . 


'yed, and not rooted up, and therefore ſprung and ſprouted 
'Up againe ; thus many men are very deeply humbled for 
the preſent, but their inward luſts not being traly morti- 
| fied, and plucked up by the roots, but faſt bound up within 
them , they ſprout and ſpring againe , aftcr ſome dew of 
| temporall caſe and peace, hath a little diſtilled and dropt 
| upen them ; they returne againe with the dog to © the wo- 


mit, and with the Sow tothe mire : That ſelf-denyall which 


is not conſtant and increaſing, is built upon a falſe founda- 


[ tion. He never truly denyed himſulfe for God, that doth 


| not abide and hold out to the end with God ; the hypo- 
cite is of and on, he changeth like the clouds, ſoni*times 
' moving low, and ſometimes mounted on high ; ſometimes 


' following the Surine , and ſometimes moving againſt the 


| motion of the Sunne, T7 he hypoerite will not alwayer del) 'ht 
lim/elſe in the Almighty, he Wil/ Wort Alwayer fall pu (194 | 
whatluever pretence of plety of love he make towards God, 
like Orpab to Narwl |; yet as the forfooke Narml, to will 
he fortake the Lord, bur the mroks 4 ſhalt increa(e hu ſtrength | 
the traly humble and mortified min (hall hold out and abide 
to the end; as his otler works, fo his felf-denyall (hall 
be more at laſt then at firſt ; the longer he liveth in the 
eſtate of grace, the more his luſts are mortihed, the mere 
his owne wiſcdome, will, thoughts, aft:&ions, defires, and 
carnall ends and purpoſes are denyed, | 


— 
mms 


| Cuar XI, 


#4 may be yet furthcr here demanded how a man may com-] 
 Lfort himſclte touching the truth of this holy and graci-| 
ous worke of ſclf-denyall, finding and feeling many luſts/ 
yet remaining and riſing up within him, and rebe4ing (as 
the Apoſtle ſaith) againft rhe Low of bu mind, lometimes cap- 

tivating 


—_ G 


. 
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—  Troubleſommeſſe of Sin, Sorrow, 
tivating, ponteyieg. and leading him away to the min» 
ding and ſceking of himſclfe, and ſerving of his ownebaſe 
atteR10nNs. O 

To this I anſwer, that in this caſe and eſtate a man may' Comforts in 
comfort himſclfe , and aflure himfclte of the truth of his the work of 
(clf>denyall, | Se we her 

| 1. By the tronble which remaining and rebolling lufts ave g_ © <a 

| unto the ſcnte of man : If they be troubleſome to the ſoule, | |. T;ouble- | 
'as the ' Canannites to L/rarl, as thorncs in our (ides , and | ſemnes of Luſt | 
prickly in our eyes, as. daſcates in our fleſh, and burthens | ludg.3. 2,3. 

; on gur backs, as rebels and muatinous perſons in a common- 
; weale are a trouble to the common-weale. Though weare 
not fully treed from, yet we have truly denyed them ; when 

(inne is not ſweet as Wine, but bitter as gall to ur palate, | | 
not pleaſant as bread , buit troubleſome as gravell to our | 
tectl, not pleaſing as the wife of x tans but off-1» 
ſive ay 4 contentious and quarrelfurne ſnmate z there the | 

| 


: 


luſts of a man are deriyed, they doe not raigne and beare do-| 
miniow « they have not the full and peaceable poſſeſſion 
where they are a trouble, Paw/ was one that had ins very 
high meaſure denyed himfelts, yer he complaines of (inne, 
\as of a * /aW in buy munbers rebelling againſt the law of bi F Rom 743,” 
| mind, and ſometimes Icading him captive ; yet this being | ** 
'a trouble to him, as a dead member to the body, as a mote | 
'to the eye, as a thorne to the fuot, the Lord comforts him, . 
þ qa ſufficiency of his grace, Ady' grace i ſufficient for * * ©*3%b, 
' thee, 
| _ 2, By the godly griefe and ſorrow of the heart of man for 3.Godly gricfe 
| the lujts yet remaining, and making warre wrthin him, - —_ 
| When the preſence and oppoſition of corruption makes man *7* 
| | .- | mn ludg.2,3. 
to ſorrow, as a woman 1n travell, untill. his ſoule is delis | 
{yerced and diſcharged of them, to mourne as the 1frachtes 
| Liſt up * their voice and wept, becauſe the Canaanites conti-| 
/nued among them , and to grieve for the preſence of ſin- 
| [full luſts jo his heart, as $0r4b was gricved for the preſence | 
of the daughters of Herh in her houſe, When 4 mans ſor- | 
row 4 continually * before him, becauſe ſinne is rms » Pſ2l,z8. 17, 
\_ him ; ſuch a man may aſſure himſclfe of hs felt- | 
- a Q 3 denyall, 
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4. Humiliation 
for want of 
humility. 


þ 3Sam.15.90 
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i = vw Conteſtation arainſt Sin, o 


” Jenyall He that hath a contiriuall godly (orrow. for his 


finne 15 not under the dominion of finne ; true repentance 
argues an infallible denyall of corrapt and carnall aft:- 
Sons, «© * | | 

-.4-' By x ha/y,pracions, and conſt {"onteftation againſs the 
buſts which remaine within him. He that feeles the Spirit, the 
regenerate part * ſfrioving againſt the fizh 3; as Rebecksb felt 
| Jacob ſtriving againſt £&/av in her wombe : He rhat hens 
 pgainlt-his luſts; as Fofbneb againſt the eAmabelirer ; he that 
; makes:wwarre agiinſt his corruptibas,as the hone of Datsd 


' againſt-the houſe of ;Sav/; and: prevailes and increa{:th- his | 
ftrength, 'as the. hoaſe of David did, may afcertaine him- | 


feifeot freedome from the Lordthip,and powerof his corrup- | 


whom ho wages warre< "He that Warres 4 good warfare 
| agarnſt Satgn,.the world, and/his owne lufts, ho/4ing /aich 
, ond a good 
\ queſt, though much aſſaulted 
ruptions ::4t:1s/not\mnans bei 
mans ycelding''to >Has luſts , 
denyall” | 
4 By wave humbling 
| cenderneſſe, and ſefrneſſe of heart ; freely confelling the pride, 
felf- love, and high hts which he- diſcerne:h in him- 
ſeife, ſhaming, and: foathmg himſelfe for the obſtinacy, 
haughtineſſe, and deccitfulneſſe of his heart; as David con» 
fidering and feeling the pride and rebellion of --16/alon, 
p went Weepang with covered and bus feet bar: So man 
that tecles the pride and rebellion of h1s heart, muſt mourne, 
| humble, and abaſ:! him(clfe before the Lord for it ; the hy- 
pacrite' is ptoud of his hamihey, the fincere man is abaſed 
and aſhamed for the remainders of pride which he difcer- 
jet in himſclfe : The wo - + per ones with his 
irs 13 very dangerous ; the im that is made vile 
in his owne eyes with: the fence of his corruptions, is hope- 
full and gracious. It is a bleſſed argument of ſelf-denyall, 
| when the fence of a mars ſceres veand lurking cor- 


ruption 


affaulted by His Juſts, but 
ich argues-abſence of (z1f- 


| tions: He that warrcs againſt fmnne makes no proviſion for | 


binsſelfe for h11 want of humility, and 


ane; tiny-more then -a-man doth for the eriethy agoinlt | 


| 


confeience,is a bleſſed-conquerour, hath won the con- | 
Satan, and his owne cor- ; 


| 


| 


| 
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Efficacy of Prayer, Self-/reking perillors. ; Is 


' ruption doth abaſe him in his ewne apprebanſion ;, pride | 
| and ſelf-love have no domimon as long as the foule is mo» | 
| ved to humiliation by the fighe and fence of them- He that 

| abhorres, abaſes, and bunbles himlelfc becauſe his heart is | 
'not more humble , is undoubtedly truly humbled ,- though | 
| bis hucmluty want ſome perteetion, + chai 
| 5. By mans frequent and' fervemt prayer to be freed and} oO. a 
| ehroughly purged froms all pride, ſelf-love, and ſinitter reipett; I 5, 7 fe " 
| He cannot be a lover and ſervant of tnne that praycs fee- | li af 
| hogly, fervently, and couſtantly againſt his-finne :/1t Aſo/es | 

| hands be lifted up the Amwekites will fall ; If thehcare be 
conſtantly lifted up in holy and gracious prayer unto God ;; | 

proud lults and felf-ref es will fall, prayer will ſurely bring | 

them .downe , and worke the heart to a very btunble and | 

gracious frame £ The Church prayed , and, Perer was fer | A312+5-7+ | 
free fron: his fetters, frem the fouldicrs, and' Herods- pris | | 
ſon ; holy and carneſt prayer hath a very forcible operation | | 
to worke the foule to {pirituall freedome from all ſorts of 

evill, to make it truly (incere and humble, both in the in- 

ward d:{pofition, tecret: intention , and outward <xecution | 
of every acticn : Certainly mans prayer-1s but lip-labour,no 
cordiall prayer but vaine babling, words of cuſtome, or of 
oltentation , if they make not the heart ſincere and hum- 

ble. He that knowes the holy, hun ble, corfſtant , and ear= 

neſt way of his heart in ſecret prayer with God, may aſſure 
himſclfe of his felt-denyall before God, | 


[ 


/ 
; 


| EaGd. 17.18. 
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| CHAP, X 1h 


S Self.denyall is a holy and gracious worke of Gods | $clf.ſecking 

Spirit, a lively and honourable character of a true Chris | yerydangerovus, | 

ſtian, the proftrating of mans ſclfe and all that he hathun- |; 

= Chriſt : The ſeeking a exalting of Chriſt above all, ' Tx 
4.4 1s | 
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q Phil,a.z1, 


| 


| / » Chron 14, | 


* Self-ſarking perilon. 


ts the crowne and glory of a Chriſtian : fo ſelf. ſeeking and | 
ſelf-exaltation is a very ſhamcfull and dangerous evill , an | 
evill indeed very common : Moſt men ſowing tothe fleth, | 
and not to the Spirit, to themſclies, and not to Chriſt ; Mea | 
generally woving, and tending in their under{tandings, 
wils, thoughts, and aff:&iens to themſelves, as rivers tothe 
ſea, levelling the arrowes of their endeavours to ſome car- | 
nall marke of their owne, and not to the honour cf Chrilt : 


| Al (Gith the Apoſtle) ſecke 4 their owne 3 all comparatively 
| 1m reſpeft of the paucity of others, fecke their ownz, their 


owne , their @wne eaſc, their owne pleaſure, their 
owne ur, they confine themſelves wathia them(clves, 
they ſecke themſelves, and wor the things which are Jeſus 
Chrifts: The honour of Chriſt, the edification of che Church 
of -Chriſt, rhe propagation and welfare of:the Goſ-ell they 
feeke net, this they- mind not, this they intend not ; they 
are all © given (Gd the Prophet of old) ro their coveranſneſſe, 
to the minding and ſeeking of themſelves, their owne low, 
baſe and unworthy ends, from the higheſt of them to the 
loweſt , and from the Prieſt unto the people. Selt-ſ-cking | 
like the deluge overflowes the whole world ; few thened- 
dreſſed themſelves unto the Arke, few now addreil: them- 
{elves to Chriſt, ſeeke intereſt in Chriſt, or ſcriouſly in- 
tend and mind Chriſt. Generally, then they lay drowned 
under the waters, commonly now they are overwhelmed 
with the Sea of E—_ ſelf-defires and intendments. 
Mans negle& of Chriſt, and felf-ſceking ever turnes to mans | 
ruine, as their negle& of the Arke, and ſeeking other places | 
of refuge proved their deſtruFion : Many inde:d protcfle 
Chriſt, but few intend Chriſt, like bad ſzrvants, they call/ 
him Lord and WVaſter, but they doe not his worke, they| 
mind themſelves and not Chriſt, Rehoboam * frensrbened 
humelfe, but he did evill , and prepared nct , or fixed not his, 
heart to ſeeks the Lord, There are many of Reh:boams gene-| 
ration, they ſtrengthen themſe!ves in wealth, in friends, in 
carnall policies, and worldly honours ; but they prepare! 
not , they doe not diſooſe and frame their hearts to ſecke 


Chriſt, to exalt and ſet up Chriſt ; they doe not fixe their | 
ts 
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Properties of Self-ſecking, Inſatiable.. 


WF. towards Chriſt in their intendments and underta- 
kings, as the rivers are fixed towards the ſa in their me- 
tion, and the arrowes towards the marke in their flying ; 
This is an cvill from which the Lord diffwadeth, Seeke ye 
' not ( faith the Lord by Moſes) after your owne heart, and 
rg owne eyes, after which ye uſe to gse 4 whoring, herein 


— ——— -- 


{the Lord calleth them from their vwnzs wi/cdome as trom 


a falſe guide, from their owne wil! as from a corrupt com- 


geſter, and from their own* ends , as from low, baſe and 


| carnall markes ; And indeed felt- ſ:eking is a ſpring of many | 


bitter ſtreames, and a poyſonous root of inany mortall and 
 foule-Mayiag branches : For, 

| 1. Sclt-ſecking is i»ſatiable. He that ſeckes the creature 
'and not Chriſt can never have enongh, his deſires arc never 
anſwered : Like Ph.raohs leane kinz after the cating of the 
fat, his foule is fill leane, empty, hungry , he finds no (4- 
tisfaRtion : Like the droptie-man, he is in 4 continual! thirlt; 
|the more man ſz*ks himſzlfe the further he is from ſatis- 
fation, his delires are endleſls that defires not the Lord 
Jeſus. he is alwayzs poore that makes not Chriſt his riches, 
diſtracting and perplexing thoughts of want doe ever pe- 
{ter ther minds who mind not Chriſt Jeſus 1n whom is 
all fulnefſs : The eyes which ſees not the Sun of righte- 
,ouſneMl: is never ® [arified with ering: The care which heares 
not the glad tydings of Chriſt in the Goſpell is never /a- 
tufied with hearing : The hand which receives not Chrilt, 
is never filled with receiving : The fouls which finds not 
Chriſt is never ſatisfied with finding, though it finds all the 
fulnefſe of the world. No man doth lefle enjoy himſclte 
' then he that doth moſt inordinately mind himſclfe : Difor- 
derly intendment of the creature deprives mai of the com- 
fort of the creature ; the leaſt of the creature with Chriſt 
' miniſters much contentation, the moſt of the creature with- 
[out Chriſt works great vexation and trouble , and fils the 
foule with reftleſle and inſatiable longing : To them there- 
fore that intend themſelves and not Chriſt, that mind the 
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mander, from their owne thowehrs, as from a pernicious ſug -' 


inultiplication of their worldly abilities, and not the exal- 
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w Pro 27 20, | tatzon of Chiift, the Lord threatens " enpriveſſe, to them | 


li4 9g. 20, that intend Chritt and not themizlves, the Lord promilcth | 
Mics 6.14 ' fullwefſe and ſuistaQtion to their delires 4 the foule which ' 
; applyes it Kite to the creature, dilcernes a ſeeuung heave, 

'ty in the ctcature, and that inflames the ſoul. with. love to 


| i, with Juſtiog after it; the ſaule promileth it ſclfs great 
things from the creature, and thertore is much inthe mul» 
' tiphication of che creature; it dilcernes a proncuefi in the 
| creature to change , and therfore labours much to make it 
; {are ; ſuch a man placeth his  conhtdence 1n the creature, 
» | and yet is very jcalous, leaſt the creature (ſhould faile and 
; prove a ſandy foundation ; and therefore is he very folli- 
; Citous and Jaborious about the creature, thunkes h< never * 
| beſtowes. pains and care cnongh, to make it furc unto him- 
 ſelfe ; but the man who ſincerely minds and iotends Chrilt, 
ſes luch perfeRion, taltes fuch {weetncde ,  difeernes. ſuch 
| power and ſtability, and meets with and feels ſuch a tull- 
\neſſe of all goodnefſe in Chriſt, that in Chriſt his ſoul hath 
'a [weet acquicſcence, and ſure repoſall, whether he cnzoy 
(much or little of the world ; the more man negleAeth aud | 
denyeth himſclfe and. the creature for Chriſt, the more ſa-; |! 
tistation he findeth in Chriſt ; the more a man intends | 
himflte and the world, with the neglect of Chriſt,the more | 
' vamity, vexation and emptineſſe he twds in himſclfe, and in| 
x Ecc4 %  \ his earthly abundances There i no * end (faith Salomon) of 
all his labowr, neither u his eye ſatufied with riches : He ſpenas, 
| hi4 mony fer that which ts not bread, and hu labour fir that which [a- 
Ifa.s5; | r1efieth not, {aith the Prophet, 
2. Selt-lecking makes man hypoeritical, corrupt and full 
of ſiniſter and by-reſpets jn 1s profeſliion and dutics of | 
| Religion ; the wife of Jeroboam comming to the Prophet! 
1) 1 810-145. |y diſguiſed ber [elfe, and Fained her felte to be another then | 
| ſhe was; ſclt-ſcckers comming to Chriſt, taking upon them 
the profeſſion of Chriſt, diſguiſe themiclves, and tain them+! 
ſelves to be others, then they are ; to be the fricnds of | | 
Chriſt, the followers and ſervants of Chrift and ſeckers of | | 
the honour of Chriſt, when they arc the enemics of Chriſt, | | 
z Rom. 16.,3- followers of the world, * ſerve ther owne bellies, and _ 
| their | 
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ltheir owne worldly profit and temporall advancement ; 
Selfe-ſcckers make their attendance upon the Lord Jeſus 
/a meanes to accompliſh their owne carnall purpc ſes,” like 
| /!ennning Anglers they make Religion a bait to cover their 
! |hooke, the more readily to take the fiſh of ſome worldly 
| {profit, men often gaine that riches nnd aſcend the ſteps of 
that honour, under a preterice of godlineſſ} , which they 
could never attaine in the way of open profanenefſe ; An- 
'ti-chriſt puts on the * hornes of the Lam5, and nader pre- 


throne, and as the part of the Dragon; under :colour of 
ſeeking the welfare of the Church, he doth prey upon, and 
brings ruine to the Churchz the Phariſees were prear ſ-1t- 
' ſeekers, men of covetous and ambitious ſpirits ; they rob'd 
| widowes houfes,” #nd for a * pretence maae long prayersztheir » 1 
| whole Religion, who are given to ſelt-ſecking, 15 altoge- 
\ther corrupt and carmall : /#d« followed Chrilt not for a- 
ny love to Chriſt, but becauſe he bore the bagg. Man 
may goe farre in the way of Chriſt, and doe much inthe 
* , worke of Chriſt, as lorg as Chriſts ſervice tends to his 
* ' worldly advantage, having no true love at all to the Lord | 
; ela; why did the Diſciples mentioned by Saint ohr: 
ollow Chriſt, but becauſe Chriſt filled them with the /oaves, 
earthly gaine is the only load-ftone that draws ſelf-ſeekers 
to the ebferration of religioas duties, Hemer and Shichem, 
perſwading their fellow Citizens to be circumciſed, drew | 
them by an argument taken from their worldly profit, / 


Shall not (7 they ) their © Cattell and their ſubſtance, and © Gen.44.18, 


every beaſt of theirs be onrs, and to this they hearkned and | 33,24: 
were circtraciſed. Self. ſeekers never put themſelves upen 
the proteſfion of godline(ſ:, but under the promiſe of ſome | 
worldly adrantags ; did they not perſwadethemſclves that 
ſome honour, fareur, or other carthly benefit would ther- 
by accrew unto them they would never put therr foot with- 

in the liſts of Religion; Abimeleth was kind to eAbrahon, 

,hot for Abrahams, but for Sarah's fake ; felf-ſcekers ſome- 

times pretend much kinInefſe to Chrift, but it is not for; 

Chrilts, but fos the worlds fake, they cleake and _ 

their 
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# 184 Uncleanneſſe of Self-ſeeking. 
TE” 7” - |= carthly purpoſes with rcligyous pretences, and this is 
| the curſed Hypocrifie of ſelt-ſecking, to make God,Chriſt, 


| | Religion and Chriſtian profeilion as ſcrvants and flaves to 

- mans.carnall luſts and purpaſes, molt (hametully injuri- 
| | ous arc all ſuch ſclfe-ſeckers to the Lord J cſus, 
| 
| 


| 2,Pollutinz, | 23. Selfe-tecking is a polluting and defiling evil, termed 
4 Joh. 4 4. | by ® James eAdultery, Tee 4 adulterer; and a iultereſſes (faith 
| he to ſuch ſelf ſ-ckers) know you nor that the love of the world 
14 enmity with God, ard that he that 1s a friend of the world 
* an enemy ts God, and it 1s ſtiled by Moſes * going 4 
e Num,15 39. whooring, adultery and whooredome dcilc the body and 
ſclf-ſecking defiles the ſoule ; the /ewes by their covetous 
| ſes and ſclf-ſecking, polluted the Temple, and made 
| lob.z. it a Dex of theeves, and men by their ſelf-ſccking pollute | | 
their ſouls, which ſhould be a holy Temple to Gods Spi- | ? 
'rit, this they make a den of theeves, a very cage of Ul | 
cleannefſ: ; Gehezs ſonght himſclfe in running after Nae- | 
mar for a talcnt of filver and two changes of garments,and | 
fin. $.,22,27 what was the iſſue of it, a f 4 leproſie clave unto him: 
| all {eif-ſeckers are in. the ſight of od as loathfome lepers,: 
{cif lecking defiles their wnderftanding with 1gnorance,as dult | 
| defiles the eyes. diſabling them to diſcerne the things of | 
God, the Phariſees were covetous, and becauſe they ſought | Þ 
themſclves,they & derided Chrifts DoArine, with ſelf-ſcekers | |: 
£ 1.1.14. | the DoArme which croſſeth their carnall projeRs is repu- ; 
| ted a_ Doctrine of no knowledge ; this detiles the rhowy hrs | 
' of men with worldLineſſe, injuſtice, carnall plots and imas- | 
b 15am. 18.25. ginatiens; this filled Sax! with thoughts to ® make David. 
Heſtez 6, fall : This filled Haman with thoughts to deſtroy all the ' 
ewes, throughout the whole Kingdome of Ahaſoreru; | 
this dehles the: affeftronr of men with baſe fearc, carnall 
| | | coyhdence, fſelf-love and ficſhly joy; this made the Rulers 
#Toh. 12.43 | afraid, to. confeſſ: Chriſt, they were ſelf-leckers, they * /o- 
wed the praiſe of men more then the praiſc of God, and ther- 
fore did not confeſe Chrilt ; this makes men ambitions of | 
2a name-with men, for this they ſeeke to perpetnate their | 
memory upon-carth, their inward thought is (faith the | 
[) that their houſes ſhall continue for ever, ans 
£ 
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their dwelling places to all generations, they call | 1191-49 3b 
their Lands ihr thetr owne names ; this makes them _— 
|{:1, $2.7. 

leane wpon an arme of fleſh, and to trult tome in their 1. 15 
workes , ſome umn their treaſures, ſome im their falſe- - 
hood, fſzife-ſeekers ever build their confidence upon falſe 
foundations, and caſt their ſouls into many ſhametull poll. 
tions. 

4+ Self-ſceking alienates the ſoule of man from God, and 4 Alienating, 
from all intereſt in, and communion with Chriſt; the men 
of Iſrael following Sheba, alienated themſclves from D avid, | 
\ they had no part in David; (elt-ſeckers following their own | 
luſts, walking after their owne imaginations, alienate them- | 
{:lves from God, they have no part in Chriſt; a wif: that | 
| 8955 a whoring from her husband, diffulves the wedlocke, 
and alicnates herlelte from her husband ; the foule by C.1t- 
| {:cking goes a whooring and commits fornication with the 
creature, and altogether eſtrangeth it ſclfe from Chriſt; of 
fuch the Lord faith, they are * eſtranged, they are revolred 
and gone : Selt-ſecking alicnates a man from God in his wn- 
derſtanding ; Selt-ſeckers have no knowledge , They cate np 
my people (taith the Lord) 4s bread,there is their ſelfe-ſeeking ; 
they have no ' knowledge, no true, ne cleare, no ſaving 
knowledge, there 1s their 1gnofance of God; this alicnates | pal 14, 
man from the thought of Goa, of fuch the Pſalmift faith, 
Gods ® not un all his thowghts, he thinks not of God as of m ial 10. 
his « ounſcllour to adviſe him, as of his rock to build up- 
'on him, 5s of his fountaine to repleniſh him, as of h's King 
'to glorific him ; this altenates man from the /ove of (od, 
Lf any man " love the world, the love of the Father 1s not in n 1 Toh.z.15 
' that man ; from attendance upon the Orlinances of Go1, the 
invited guefts in the Parable were {> eager in the purſute 
of the world that they could net come ; from ta/ting and 
reliſhing the ſweetneſſe of { hriſt in the miniſtry of the Word, 
the fruit of Chriſt, the truit of his Do@rine, the fruit of 
his death and refurretivn communicated by the Gofpell 
are not ſweet unto them, as to the Spouſ: in Salomons Sexg, 
| ſpur as /ob ſometime faid of Eliphaz his ſpeech, Can that 

which us © un{avoury be eaten without ſalt, or u there any taſte o'1ob 6.67. 
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[in the white of an egge ? The things which my ſoule refu- 
ſeth to touch arc as my ſorrowfull meat : Such 1s the Mi- 
| niſters {pecch and progenng of Chriſt to ſclf-Seckers, alto-| 
| gether unſay ury , having ne ſweet relliſh, or comfortable | 
\taſte to their palates ; their ſoule refuſeth it as forrowtull| 
' meat, troubling rather then comforting , grieving rather | 
| then rejoycing them, Chriſt ever proves very troubleſome | 
| to the ſoulc that is addicted to ſelt-Secking ; Man ſpoyles | 
| | himſelfe of many ſweet and heavenly comforts in Chrilt | 
| | Jeſus, by ſeeking himſclfe, and the fatisfaRtion of his owne | 
| | corrupt atf:Rions : This alicnates man from the faith of ( brift, 
He that ſeeks himſelfe cannot beleeve in Chriſt, he cannot | 
take unto himſclfe Chriſt for his husband to love him, for; ; 
his King to honour him , for his Counſellor to be guided | 
(by him, for his rocke to build upon him, and for his pre- | 
cious pearle to relt himſelte contented with him : 7 he foo- | 
liſh man (in the parable) Who built wpon the ſand, did not al/q 
build wpon the rocks ; He that leanes upon the creature, leanes | 
\not upon Chriſt ; He that ſeeks himlelfe truits in himlclfe, | 
|and not in Chrilt : True faith and ſelf-ſccking like the Arke 
{and Dagow cannot ſtand together, How can ye beleeve (laith 
our Saviour) which receive wr one of another , and ſeeks 
wot the honour that commeth from God onely, You ſeeke the | 
aiſe and applauſe of men, to cxalt and magnifie your| | 
Ives in the eyes of men, you ſeeke not the teſtimony and 

approbation of God, you la not to approve your {clyes | 
/unto God, and therefore you cannot beleeve , you cannot | 
| receive and embrace me, you cannot reſt and relye upon | 
|me, you cannot quiet and content your ſclves with me. 
 Doubtiefz all worldly and ambitious ſclf-ſeckers are miſe- 
rable and wretched unbelcevers ; all inordinate ſ{clf-lovers 
are very great ſtrangers to Chriſt Jeſus ; Cuiſed and ſhame- 
| full is that fruit of ſclt-ſecking which turncs off the ſoule of 
man from Chriſt, and ſpoyles him of all inter-ſ in Chriſt : 
This alicnates man from the ſervice of Chri#t, all ſclf-ſeckers 
p Rom.16/18; | {erve themſelves, ſerve not our Lord Jcſus Chriſt (faith 
Mat 6.2 4. | Saint Pawl ) but their owne belly, they ferve not God but 

| Mammon I  nrane weld | 
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| Self erwiters, Self 1, I _ 
ly vanities, and the flaves of carnall laſts and aftefions he! 
oules nnhappy bondage and enthralment is the fruit cf ; 
' [{feif.intendments ; all ſelf-ſeckers like //rarl are 4 empry vines; 1 Hol.ro. x. 
they bring forth fruit unto themſelves and not to Chriſt J 
| Such mens ſervices are an illegitimate brood, ſpurious works 
begotten by the world, Satan, and the fleſh, and not by the 
| Spirit of Chriſt : To fuch our Saviour faith, ye are of yow (01.9... 
father the Devill, an1 the lnits of your father you will doe Of 
ſuch Saint John futh, they are of the world, therefore Feaks 1 lob 4.5. 
they of the world ; they have worldly hearts, worldly 
| thoughts, worldly language, and worldly intendments, and 
all their labours are a worldly ſervice : The intendment of 
man in his undertaking is ever ſutable ro mans original! : 
| He that is not of Chrilt cannot intend Chriſt, nor referre 
; his «ervice unto Chriſt, © We are of God (faith the Apoſtle) 7 * 1994.6, 
| he that knoweth God heareth us, he that 1s not of God 
heareth not ns, hereby know we the Spirit of truth and | 
'the Spirit of errour, Laſtly, this alicnates from all rrue and 
ſweet delight and joy in Chriſt, Self-ſeckers rejoyce in them- * ©91-11-18, 
felves, and in the creatures, and not in Chrilt ; as the men 
of Sichem rejoyced in Abimelech, the bramble, and not in 
the ſonnes of Jerwbbaal, the Vine, Olive, and Fig-tree, in | 
Forhams parable, He that ſeekes himſelte rejoyceth in a very 144. 9- | 
; empty and unworthy objeR, in the creature which like a | 
/bramble, hath neither fruit, nor ſhadow to miniſter cither | 
fatisfaction or ſafety ; but pricketh, ſcratcheth, vexeth all 
that ſet their hearts upon it, and he leaves Chriſt, who 
 likea Vine, Olive, aud Fig-tree communicates food and (ha- 
dow, pleaſure , contentation , defence, and ſweet refreſh» | 
| ment to all that come unto him, and place their conhdence | 
in him : The Jewes in the Prophet | refuſed the waters of / 111.86, | 
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' Shiloah, the defence and ayde which God promited them, / 

|and rc joyced in Rezin and Remeliahs ſonne, The man that 

feeks himſelfe refuſeth Chriſt, Meighteth and undervalueth 

Chriſt the fountaine of living waters, from whom flowes | 

all prote&ion, comfort, and contentation to them that (in- 

cerely embrace him 3; and rejoyceth in the creature, which | 

proves a ſandy foundation, and a broken ciſterne, Of ack | 
the 
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the Prophet fiith , * they rejoyce in 4 thing of nought ; in a | 
thing of noſtrength, fo tuine e, of no Kim ; Hes | 
rod ſought himſelte, the eſtabliſhment of himſelfe in the | 
kingdome, and the tydings of Chriſts birth was terrible to | 
him : The Phariſees were great ſclf-ſcekers , and the pre- | 
ſence, preaching, and miracles which Chriſt wrought, did 
very much perplexe :nd grieve them ; Mans inordinate min- 
ding and inteading himſclte, and worldly riches, honours, 
' or plcaſures, deprives him of all _ and joy in Chriſt 
Jclus. Selt-feeking works a very unhappy alienation from | 
Chriſt, and makes the foule a very great ſtranger to | 
Chriſt, : | 
5. Selt-ſceking.puts a man «pon wnlanfull and forbidden 
meanes to accompliſh bis corrupe and unworth end; ; Through | 
ſelt-ſecking the covetous 'man thruſts hunſcife into _unlaw- 
full wayes of gaine ;/ the ambitious mana into forbidden 
| waycs to attaine honour and high places , and the volup- 
| tuouz man into unlawfull wayes of carnall and fle hly plea- 
' fares ; the covetous man ſceking himſclfte and worldly | 
| wealth, defraudeth; oppreſicth, deceiveth : He intrudcs him- 
| ſelfe upon: the tume and things which God hath made ſa | 
| cred : He tutnes the day of ſacred reſt into a day of bo- 
dily labour, into a day of reading wine-preſſes , bringing in | 
' of ſhreaſes, and bearing * of burthens, as ſometime Nebemuah | 
' faw-it in Judah, This makes them according to Salomons | 
hraſe , t9 devonre W holy 4/5ugs , things dedicated to the 
| honour, worſhip, and ſervice of God : This makes them | 


x Mie,6.11,12 uſe as the Lord ſpeakes by the Prophet , the > wicked bat- | 


lancer, and the bag of deceirfull weights ; For this they are | 
full of violence, ſpeake lies, and their tongue is deceutfall | 
in-their mouth ; they f:11 as Amos faith , rhe righteous for | 
' ſilver and the poore for a paire of ſhoves, Self-ſecking ſets man 
upon many ungodly, injurious, and diſhonourable pratiſcs, | 
to gaine the wealth of the world : This makes the ambi- 


tious man full of fraudulent and bloudy plots and defignes 
to exalt himſclfe, and make himſelfe a man of cminen 
and great authority amongſt men, Why did Joab murther 


| ! Abner ? why did Ah/olon ſecke to put his owne father 
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bottle, and his Paradiſc in his owne apprehenſion as a barren 
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” Self ſerker; unthanksfull, dſcomexed, 
from the throne ? The one feared leſt through Abnerren- 
tring ivto Covenant with David wat 4 irmg would b: eclip- 
{:d., and the other was ambitious of his Fathers Throne, 


ſeekers are not terrified with the horridncſſe 

Aſc, be & never fo vary arg. -— RR e, ThezProdi. 
| in the parable making car calures ime ed. 

_- of his deſires, fully minding and intend-n ' ſatis» 

fion of his owne lufts, left his Fathers e, put him- 


carried away with an inordinate delire to reign, SelF. | 
any pra- 


ſcife into conſortſhip with harlots, and ſpent all his 
trimony : Man being over-indulgent to limfelfe, - and his 


odious are the wayes and courſes entred upon (elE | 
ſeckers. He that reſtraines not himſclfe from ſelt-(ceking, | 
will never containe himſelfe within the bounds and limits 
which God hath preſcribed to him, but will wander from | 
God, and the rule of holy walking, into many forbidden 

evils. Serah and Rabel being earricd with an over-ſtrong 

deſire after children, ſeeking themſclves too much in that | 
behalfe, became impaticnt and would not wait for God any 

longer” in Gods way ,.. they. put themſ:lves upon a forbid= 
den way, and*gav< their handmaids to their husbands. Saul 


worldly profit, how the beſt of the Amalckitiſh beaſts : 
Achan 1n a felt. ſeeking humour layes his greedy hands upon 
the golden wedge, and Babyloniſh garment, the curſed thin | 
which God had forbidden to be ſpared ; there is no evill ſo | 
odiovs, foule and batcfull, which he will not adventure upon, | 
that is overſwayed with the luſt of {eIf- ſeeking, | 


hu preſent eftate and condition, though in it ſclfe an cltate very 
and comfortable « The eyes of a ſel ſeeker are {o Dk 


”e what he hath not, that he neither takes notice, nor talts 
the ſweetneſſe of what he hath ; his full veſſell is an empty 


wilderneſſe, his thoughts are more perplexed with the delire 


——— 


jof what he ſcemes to want, then comforted with the pre- 
x & , ſence 


| 6wne corrupt af.ions forſakes God, the Word, and way | 
| of God, and runs into all exorbitancies; very ſhamefull and | 


t Lug. 


contrary tothe Lords commandement, intending bis owne yr gg 3. & 


1 Sami 1 $+ 
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6.Self ſerking makes man wnthankeſull and diſcontented nith 6 Dilcontced. 


: 
"I 


| 


Wa 
FF Z 


wr 1 » 

b c bY © 4 .* 

# n ; A: A * A o p A 
WI”'is £ = Py 


— ——————— 


| 


| 


| 


: 


| 


—— —_— Y 


-— 


6 Prov.r7.25, 
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Gea.3. 
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_(edhſhnt and Common | 


| ae, broeng fleH-pors of Egypr, thar Manna icened to 


\ 


ſence of whathe doth indeed polſalſe ; the more he hath, the | 
more his deſire of having is increaſed. There 14» end((irh 
Solomon) of all bilabouir, neither © bis tle ſarifie1 With richer: 
His abundance gives no fati y anſwer to his defires, he 
hath no C,ntentment in what be hath, but is fall of murma- 
ting and replaing, he; drzames of a condition thore happ 
e | entifull poſſeſſton. This is t 
bf o Po them thar ſecke themſetregand | 
notthe Lord clus, "ro be ſtrangers to contentment an{fatis- 
fation inthe great 3Sundance of the world, A foob/b ſonne' 
(nh Solomon) ta yriefe to his father, and bitterneſſe 10 her | 
(Put bave hin ; big parents Wewe no contentment in his, ſuch a 
vobiſh birch, fach an unhippy poſſeſſion 18 the worldly fl- | 
neff: of {elf ſeckers, a gricte and bitterneſſe ro their fules, 
' they have ne fatisfaHion with it, it is a bed of thornes, and a 
Raſt of gall and gravell,*4 bread of a8 che PEilmiſt 
\rermes tt: Their dayer (ith Solomon Jare forrowes, and their 
travelt griefe, their heart raketh not reftinthe night, they are ever 
| ſcontemed ; the Lord gave I/razl Manna from Heaven, he fed 
'them with Angels footy yet having aſfclf-ſceking laſt within 
them, they were nor contented, murnured and fell a | 


} 


| be4* light bread : Tf God doth not cracifiemas carnal luſty 
and af:Fions, man mecrs with nothing bat diſtration and} 
trouble inthe choiſeſt condition nader Heaven, what felicity 
like that of our firſt parents being created after Gods Image, 
[placed in Paradice, and having nothing within or' without 
\them, to moleſt them 3 yet throagh {elt-ſeeking having a de- | 
fire to be as Gods, 'thty undervalued, and grew difcontented 
with their preſent holy, happy, and bl-fſzd cſtate, Surely did 
not the bleſſed viſion and fru'tion of God aboliſh the luſt of | 
{lb ſecking, man would in a ſhort time'be difcontented with 
Heaven. Like the lapſed Angils he wool not long keep his | 
jon,but grow weary of that glorious Kingdom:. 
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EE. ſecking apex: the eares of men 10 Satan,and coyrupe avw-| 7. Attentive 
es aan ready to give audience to Satans jr NUT. 
94, and the perſwaſions of his inſtruaſents, prone to cnter-| 
taine any ungracious counſell that may promote their owne 
carnall ends, and further the accompliſhment of their fie hly | 
and worldly purpoſes. This makes men hearken to corrupt 
teachers, Satans trumpeters, As the 1/raelizes hearkened to 
f Shebathe-fonne of Bickr: when he blew the trumpet of Re- 
bellion, and drew the people from David : This makes men 
apt to receive him that 3 comes i» his owne name, with a humane, | g Job. 5.43. 
carnall, and deccitfull doctrine, when like the deafe adder 
they ſtop their cares againſt him that comes-in Gods name, 
ing Chriſt ſincerely, ſeeking Gods glory, and hand- 
ling the word of God truly, Self-ſcekers are © of rhe world, 
worldly minded, carnally diſpoſed, and therefore they heare þ 1 Job. 4-5. 
Lim that fpeaketh of the world, that delivereth a carnall and 
carthly doqrine to them, The wor/d wonders after the beaſt, 
all ſelt-{cckers are very ready 10 become Amntichriſts followers, | 
Ahab wwas 2 man that fold himſelfe to commit wickedneſſe, ; f Rev 13-3- 
a.great {elf-{zeker, and when the Devill became « © lying fpiric | * 517 23-30: 
in the month. of his Prophets, he gave them full and ready au- CAIRO 
dicnce, followed their counſell though to his utter ruine, 
coutrary to the charge of the true- Prophet : Self: ſeeking | 
makes a-man a ready embracer, a rout adnurer of corrupt 
perſwaſion, a prophane deſpiſcr of wholſome admonition 3 
our firſt Parents jinclining to ſcif-ſeeking gave preſent enter- 
tainment to Satans counſell, and ! eat of the forbidden Tree : 
Sclt-ſceking makes the heart to Satans ſuggeſtions hike tinder , * Gen z. 
tothe fire, it kindles without any reſiſtance, Judas having a | 
worldly and ſelf-ſ:cking fpirit, bis heart was ® open to ene | 
tertaine Satan, as ready tobetray Chriſt for gaine, as the De» 
vill was to ſaggeſt the thought, or the Prieſts to cr the | ® Toh. 13.4. 
money : Self-ſcekers are of all others the fitteſt ſubjcR to 
reccive Satans counſels, to ſwallow his hookes when they 


| f 2 Sam.20,2, 


| 


arc baited with ſomething ſutable to their owne luſts, and 
| R tending 
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193 | Self-ſceking abaſeth man, 4% 
tending to their owne ends, there is no power nor pollivility: 
for that man to decline Satans te;nptatio.1s, who * nach | 
addicted to (:It-ſceking. Satan (:{10:n2 Failes of accompli- | 
|hing bis. end, in. ſach as. are given to. the ſeeking of their 
owne cads. 

8, Selb ſccking doth exceedingly abaſe min; it mikey man, 
the Lord of the creature, to become the ſervant of the crea- 
ture ; It fils him, with baſe chowghrs abour the creature, with 
baſe connſels to gaine the creature, with brfe and: (ervile love 
to the creature, with bafe confidence in. the creature, with 
baſe ſervices under the creature ; Selt-ſ:ekers are even the 
moſt baſc of all pzrfons : Such are under the creature and their 
| owns: luts,as {/rael under Phararks burthens and taskmaſters : 

Man by ſelt-ceking (poiles himfelfe both of corporall and 
x Mat.6424. | {prrituall fre:dome; therefore theſe are ſtiled the * ſervants of 
| Mammoen,T he ſervant is not his own but his Maſters, gocs and 

' comes at his Maſters command, cannot- diſpoſe of himſclfe, 
| but is diſpoſed by his Maſter, works not for himſelfe but for 

his Maſter, Thus ſelf. ſeekers are not their owne;, but the crea- 
tures, goc and come at the command of the creature : As the | 
fouldiers in the Goſpell went» and came- at the command of 
Mat 8.8. the Centurion, and did what he would have them : They can- 
not di .themſclves to any good duty, they cannot put 

| themſclyes upon the ſervice of Chriſt , they: cannot marry 
themſclycs unto Chriſt ; but are altogether at the diſpoſall of 
the creature ;, are ſo under the power of the creature, 
+ Lu, 14.43, | that with the invitcd gueſts in the Parable, they camnor * come 
to Chriſt : They cannot intend: Chrift, the honour of Chriſt, 
| and the crerlaſting welfare of their own: ſoulcs ; the creature 
| _ | and their owne luſts arc. the prime and ultimate objeRs of! 
| their intendments ; they can-looke neither above nor be- 
yond theſe :. And the Apoltle exprefſzth the ſhun-fall abaſe- 
ment of ſach men by terming heir + belly their God, an4 their 
glory their ſhame; their belly their God, trac worthi 
put theinſclres under GoJ, how topleaſe God, ret-rre 


8.3:rvile and a» 
b ling, 


| 


under the creature, ſtudy how to pleaſe their luſts, and referre 


| 


all to to the glory of God :- Selt-feekers proſtrate themſelves | 


\ Zo. 4 


| | | all to thcir owne corruptand carnall cnds, and that wealth, 
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| £ Self. ſecker an Taelater and an Idol, ".— —_ 93 
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| that honour, that eaſe, that pleaſure, that applanſe where- 
in they now glory proves their ſhame at the laſt, Thepre- 
lert condition of teltfeckers is a wretched bondage, and their | 
latter end moſt ſhamefull and ignominwus, | 
9. Scit-lccking makes a man both an [dolater and an Idoll. An 
Idolater in ſerving the creature and his owne luſts, and an | 
| 1doll in exalting and ſetting up himſclfe in the roome of | 9 1dolatrous, 
God : Selt-ſeckers bow downe to the creature, and to their | 
owne baſe and carnall afeRions : As Gideons many thouſands | 
q bowed downe to the waters, Jacob prophelicd of /ſachar, /ſſa- | 
char is a (trong Afle conching downe between two burthens, 
| and he law that reſt was good, and the land that it was plea» +1udg.7.6, 
fant, and bowed his ſhoulder to beare, and became a ſervant  G40.49.14415 
unto tribute : Such baſe, Noathfull, and Rupid afſcs are all / 
ſelf-(cekers, couching downe between the creature and their 
| fieſhly lults as between two burthens : They fee it appeares | 
;to them in their carnall apprehenſion, that the creature is 
good, that riches, honours, pleaſures are much to be deſired, 
; and that the ftulbilling of their owne luſts is very pleaſant, and 
| therefore they bow downe the ſhoulders to beare th: com» | 
mands and injun&ions of the creature, and all the impoſiti- | 
; ons of the fleſh, and become ſervants unto tribute : To thele | 
|they pay the tribute of diltrating thoughts, of tormenting 
| CareSs of carnall confidence,cf inordinate love, and of hard | 
ſervice and baſe ſervitude, Wor/ipping and ſerving (23 the Apo- | 
file ſaith) the t creature more then the Creator, And for this 
cauſc Saint Pax ſtileth coverons ſelf-ſeekers Idolaters, becauſe 
their ſelf-ſceking doth alienate them from God, and drawes 
| that love and confidence, joy and delight which they ſhould 
place in God to the creature ; and that ſervice which they | 
(hould imploy for God,and that ſubjeRion which they ſhould | 
yeeld to God, they beſtow about, and yeeld unto the crea- | 
| ture and their owne luſts. And as they are 1dolaters for their | 


rRom,1.25. 


rupt af:ions : ſo they are Idols, For the exalting of them- 


| {elves and not God, they adore and ſerve themſclves and | 
not the Lord, his * ſervants yee are (faith Saint Part ) 


| 
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: . | 
proſtration of themſclves to the creature and their owns cor- 


ſclues above God, minding, intending, and ſeeking ther - | 
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\glory of God, but their owne eas, and th-refore th:y ſerve, 
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- Self. ſing. 


fo Whom ye obey : Self-feckers obey not God, but themſelves, 
'they conforme not theamſclves to- the rules of Gods word, | 
but tothe dikntes of their o was hzarrs; they prepoſe not the 


«s; 


and adore theanſelves and not God : Self-ſeeking excludes 
the ſoule of man from all communion with the true God, and 


| wGen.,zs v6, 


carries it to the worl4 as to a falſe God, and ſo-proves a double 
abomination in the ſight of God, 

10, Self-ſ:eking « ever attended with ſelf-looſing. He that 
ſeekes himſ:1t ard not Chriſt, loſeth-both himſclt and Chriſt : 
He that ceks himf:Ife takes a fal/e rale to direA him, erreth in 
his ſeeking, and therefore loſeth in ſtead of finding 1 He builds| 
| his worke upon a fa/ſe fowndation, and theretore (inks (1 ſtead 
of ſtanding, like the houſe built upon the ſand In the Parable : 
He pts bim/elfe ont of Gods ſervice, and therefore mifſ:th his 

reat Lord and Maſters wages + He levels all his arrowes to] | 
a falſe marks, and therefore like an Archer that (h90ts blow 
the marke, he ſhoots in vaine: He leaves out God, God 14 not 
in bus : thrughrs, he takes not God with him, he takes not 
Gods countzll to guide him, Gods power to alli't him, Gods 
bleſſing to make his nadertaking proſperous and ſacceſſcFull ; 
and thercfore inficad of a bleſſing the curſe attends and waits 

\ upon him : He intends not God, but himſcife, and therefore 
God leaves bim to himſclfe, to prove the Anthor and work- 
man of his\owne ruine, Prefent ſelt- feckers and ſelf-gainers 
prove i11 the event the greazeſt felt-loſers, The laſt end and 
Wae never anfwers the expectation of 1:If-ſcekers ; their la- 
bour hike the labour of the Oftritch is in vaine : The Oftritch 
leaveth hey © egges in the duſt the foot cynſherh them, and the wilde 
bea#} them, Selt-icekers lay all their labours inthe duſt, 
all their care & detire,all their induſtry and endeavour is about 
the things which arc here below ; they lay all their egges in; 
the duſt, and alltheir labours at laſt arc cruſht and brought to! 
aka ; Rabel had hard labowr, but the birth of her belly 
; proved tha death of her body : Self-feekers have hard labour, 

labour like a woman in travell, but ther birth 

their death, their gaine turnesto their lofſe, their vicdfave to 
their torment, the;r honourts theirſhame, Againit __ 
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| | Self-ſcekers gaine ts bu loſſe, 195 
Lord denounceth woe in ſtcad of joy, ſhame in ſtead of glory, | 
and dclolation in ſtead of exaltation, * Woe (faith the Lord) « Habs:. 
to him that coteteth an evill covetouſneſſe to his houſe, that ke may | 9. 
ſet hus neſt on high, that he may be delivered from the power of evil : | 
T how haſt conſulied ſhare to thy houſe by cutting off many people, | 
and baſt junned again? thy ſenle : For the ſtone ſhall cry ont of 
the wall, and the beame out of the timber ſhall anſwer it. Woe to 12. 
him that bmildeth aT «Wne With bloud, and ftabliſheth a City by | 19% 
| iniquity : Behold is it mot of the Lord of Hoaſts, that the people | 
labowt inthe very fire, and the people ſhall weary themſelves | 
for very vanity, Very great and (hametull are the loſſes which 
| wait on ſelt-{eekers ; their riches proves their poverty, tt.eir 
refuge becomes their ruine, and their exaltation their [hatne- | 
full downfall ; Very great is that mans unhappinefſe who in | 
the prophane neglet of God and Chriſt Jeſus, labours to hill 
and furniſh himelfe with earthly abilities i Self: ſeekers build 
on falſe promiſes, and feed themſelves with deceithull expe» 
ations i The Lord turnes their imaginary calme into a tems 
peſiyvous Norme, their deviſed paradiſe into a troubl;ſome 
wildernefſe, and their intended crowne into reall (hame. | 
The laſt event of their underraking doth ever crofſe their firſt | 
intention ; that which 1s unlawfully ſought and gotten pro» 
veth the in{trument of mans great diſcomfort and trouble, He 
that labours fur himfclfe, and not for God and Chrift Jeſus, is 
| vaine in his labours, like him that builds on the ſand, his 
] houſe linketh as fa(t as he cre&ts it ; Like him that weaves a 
piece of cloth in cr over the fire, the fire burnes it as faſt as he | 
weaves it, Loſſ:, vexation, ſhame and ruine is the recom» 
nce and portion cf fclt-ſecking : The citate of him that! 
Path nothing 15 farre more pleaſant, bleſſed and comfortable, | 
| then of him that hath a great abundance by ſelf-ſecking. Of 
ſach the Lord faith by the Prophet, declaring the vanity, pe- | 
rill, and pernicionſnefle of their labours, thry have Y ſoWne the , ;1,cq .- 
wind, they have laboured in vaine, as he that caſteth forth | 
| anempty hand, ſtrives to ſow but ſowes not, a»d they foal: 
reape the Whiriewinde ; their harveſt, the frujt of their labours | 
ſhall be morc troubleſome then their firſt undertakings ; they | 
—_ will berich (GONE they whoſe bent and incli- | 
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ws | &&  Gaine'of Selfſeeking uncomfortable 


nation is tothemſclves, and to the world, who chicfly mind | 
'themſclves and things carthly , fallinto * temptation anda /nzre, | 
x1 Tim.6.9. an1 into many fooliſh ani hurtful luits which drown menin deſtru- | 
ion and perdition. Mo't weetched ani uncomfortable is the 
[Fxuac ot (elt-ſ:ekin2,Satan hath grent advantage azaint them, 
[thzy expoſe themſelves to many remoratio.)s, they lay them- 
ſelves op2n to his arrowes to wound th:m, the world like a 
Care intanglzs them, their luſts. grow ſtrong withia them, 
and get Lordſhip over th:m ; and they make hipwrackz of 
ſoule and boJy, fplitting the ſhip of their ſou!:s upon tho 
| rocke of worldly rich:s, and what they ſuppoſ:d ſhould have 
| been a ſtaff: to ſuſtaine them, becomes a burthen oppreiling | 
| them, and what thzy thouzht would have been a fpriog re- 
freſhing them, becomes a Sea fwaltowing and utterly confu- 
| ming them, There ivno other cauſ: of {21t-ſzeking but inhon- 
| dagement to Satan, inthralment to the world, ſervitud: to cor- 
; ruption, ſeparation from God , ſelf-condemnation from mans 
; owne conlicience; emptineſſe in the greateſt worldly tulaeſſc, 
| traights inthe midſt of all fublunary ſathciency, and a tempe- 
pe{tuous Sea of diſnill agitations, toſffings, and terrours 1n 
the ſoule of man : Looke upan all ſelf-feckers, from th: firſt 
to the laſt, and you (hall hnd-them all ſzlf-loſers ; eAdan 
' fought himſclfe the bettering of his coadition, but loſt that 
| bleſ:d Image in which God created him,nd that pleaſant Pa- 
| radiſe wherein the Lord had ſet him : Cain ſoaght himſ:lfe, 
| and flew his brother Abel, but he loſt himſclfe, he became 
14 ”—_ and vagahond upm the earth : Abſolon ſoaght him- 
ſelfe, hs ſtrove much to ſ:at himſelfe in bis Fathers Throne ; 
| but he loſt his life in the battell : Ghai ſought himiclfe, he 
ran after Naamantor two change of garments; but he proved 
a ſham*full loſer, he fought change of rayment,but God chan- 
ged his clzane into _.a l:prous skinne, The Babylonih King 
ſought himſelfe, he ſaid, be wonld exalt hu Throne atove the 
Starresof God, and aſceni above the height of the clowds, and bt 
wy W_- 9 aj But he lo&himfelte, he was bronzht downe 
to h:ll, to the ſides of the pit ; caſt out of his grave like an abo- 
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minavle branch, and as a carkaife troden under foot, Judas 
ſouzht himſelfe, he fold his Maſter to gaine a few pieces of | 
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filver, but he loſt himſelfe, in the ifſue and upſhot he went | 

away and hanged himſelfe, Invaluable is the lofſe of felf. 
ſeking, heerby men tooſe their f{pirituall freedomee and be- | 

come bondmen to their own luſts, to Satan and the world, 

hereby they loofe their con mwnion and acquaintance with 

God, and goe out like {{aine from the preſznce of the 

| Lord, and are fpirituall vigabonds upon the Earth, hereby 

they looſe the benefir of all Gods ordinances, hving under 

them as the blind man under the Sun, receiving no light 

from them, as Rocks in the midſt of a River, no way ſoft-' 

ned nor made truitfull by them ; hereby they looſe rhe 

love of God, as a woman that fecks ſtrange lovers looſerh 

the love of her hnsband ; hereby they looſe the peace and' 
comfort of their fonles, and pierce themſelves thorowgh with Pi.ut7.2. 
| many ſorrowes, they make their bed a bed of thornes, and | 

their feaſt becomes gravell to their teeth and gall to their! 

palate, and at laſt they looſe their ſonles and bodies forever, | 

Happy is that mans lofl: that loofeth all with the gain of | 
Chritt, curſed is that mans gain that wins the world wittr | 
the loſſ: of Chriſt, he that hath Chriſt hath alfo the true ſweet | 
and comfortable uſe of what hedoth pofſ:fſe, he that hath not 
Chriſt 1s a very ſlave and bondman in the midſt of his greateſt 
poſi:(fion, the ſelt-feeker neither truly enjoyes himſelf, nor a- 
ny thing cls. | 


11, Selfe-fecking Works rhe heart of man to a ba't and ſln-\ iy todergaluc! 
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der efteeme of holy and beavently things ; Chriſt his ordinan-| ing holythings 
ces and benefits are nothing o—_ in the cyes of ſclfc- 
b 


ſeekers, their eyes are blinded, and fee not the beauties of, 

Chriſt, their palats are diſtempercd, and taſt not the ſweet- 

nefſe of Chriſt ; their hand is withered, they cannot re- 

ccive Chriſt ; they commit * firirnall adultery With the World, | * J30-4-4+ 
and cannot Joye Chriſt ; nothing but the creature is preci-! | 
ous in the eyes of (elf-feekers : £/aw preferred a » meſſe of, * Getiay. 33. 
pettaze above his birth-right, the men of Shechem eſteemed | 
the © bramble above the Vine, the Olive and the Fig-tree N c Jul.y 9. 
the ſclf-ſceker prefers the poore, low and empty things, the | 
very bramtle of the world, aboye Chriſt the true and living 


Vine, above the ordinances of Chriſt, whoſe fruit is better 


then | 


—_—_— ——— —_ 


dJoh.12, 


f Mate 3- 


mene, 


b Lu. 10. 


e1ſa.53.2,z. | dervalucrs of Chriſt ; they /aw no © beauty nor comelineſſe in 


13, Sevenevill, 1.2 Self-ſecking ſhortly is a root of many unhappy branches, 
branchesof this: 


pe tas | corrupt and carnall luſts, makes them tbe ſervants of corrupti- 


_ 


Self-ſecking the atttendants, B ondagement, 
then the fruit of the Olive and the Fig-tree, and above the 
holy and heavenly inheritance, the blefſ:4d birth-right of 
Gods new-borne children : the Phariſees were great (ak. 
ſeckers, they 4 loved th: prauſe of men more then the praiſe of 
| God, they did all their Workes ta be ſcene of men and as they 
| were great ſeekers of theinlelyes, fo they were ſtrange un- 


4 


| bim fir Which they ſhould deſire him, they deſpiſed and &+ 
ſteemed him not, they derided his doctrine, they nouriſhed 
| in themſclves a diſhonourable opinion of his perſon , they 
' faid of bim, 1s not this the f Carpenters ſonne, is not his mon 
| aher called Mary, and they Were offended i kim; they revilcd 
and deſpiſed him, by reaſon of the. externall humility of his| 
perſon, they drew mattcr of calumniation from the lownes 
of his outward condition ; ſuch as judge of Chriſt and his or- 
dinances according tothe outward appearance, arc ever filled 
with baſe and contemptible apprehentions;the Gaderines were | 
ggreat Swine-maſters, and like their Swine they were fall of | 
ſwiniſh diſpoſitions, groveling upon the Earth and minding 
only things carthly, trampling under their feet like Swine 
the precious things which Chriſt did.caſt beforethem, and | 
when the nncleane ſpirit which Chrilt caſt out, carricd 
their Swine into the Seca headlong, they defired Chrilt to 
depart from them ; ſelf-ſeekers value the baſeſt things of the 
world above the choiſelt things of God, they had rather be 
| Gaptiend of Chrilt ] ctus, then of the leaſt and loweſt of the 
Ccreaturcs. 


_ 


a ſpring of many bitter ltreams. 1. It i=-boxdageth men to wool 


on, and puts them under the power and command of the 
world, it robs them as the ® thieves in the Parable did the! 
man travelling betweene fericho and Jerw/alem, of all their 
| wrwa abilities, it wounds them in thei underſtandings, 
that they cannot ſce God; as the Philiftines put out Sampſons| 
| eyes and madea flave of him z it wounds them in their wils| 
that they have no liberty, no inclination, no difpoſition to 
chooſe or imbrace Chri 4 it wounds them in the band of | 

their 
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FI E nmity, Cruelty, canſleſſe Jealowſics, ; 7 _—_— 
From faith, that they cannot belicve in Chriſt, they cannot 


imbrace nor l-y hold on Chriſt, it puts them under the 


an adulterer under the power ofthe Harlot. | 
2, Self. ſeeking filleth man with enwity againſt his fel-| »Eamity, 
tow brethren ; other mens ſucceflſe and happineſle, is a felt- 
ſeekers anguiſh. Foſephs brethren being led by a fclf ſ:c-; 
king ſpirit, hated him, becauſe his Father loved him, the: 
increale of their indignation againſt him was according to| 
the increaſe of his Fathers love towards him ; this moved Saw/: 
to envy and eye David, to lay fnares for his life; he that is gi- 
yen to flf-ſzcking; is farre from all true love to his fel- 
eneoopgre'« their proſperity 1s a great &yc-fore unto 
im, | 
3. Sclt-ſecking makes men mercileſſe and cynell, the lives | 3 ©rv*lty. 
of them who ecclipſe the honour, or hinder the gain, or 
| diſturbe the pleaſure of felf-feekers are of no eſteem with 


i Gel, 27,48, 


creature as a ſervant under the command of his Maſter, as | 


|them, Why did iZ/as plot the death of Facob ? Why did 
| Zoſephs brethren tonſpire againlt him, and caft him into the 
pit ? bat by reaſon of that dominion which t:If-ſecking 
[Jaſts had within them, Self-ſeeking diſſolves the ſtrongeſt 
\ bonds and obligations of naturall aFeAtion, and turns fraternal 


unity into unnaturall and mortall enmity. | 

4. Selt-fecking fils men with canſleſſe, baſe and curſed jea- HO Jem 
loufies over others, and makes them wrong interpreters of o-| Ts | 
ther mers ations, and prefumptuous and injurious expoun> ! 
ders of other mens hid and fecret purpoſes ; this ſelf-ſee- 
king luſt made Pharash jealcus over the 1/raclites, leaſt they, 
 ſhonld * joyne With his enemies, and make Warre againſt him : 
This made Herod jealous of Chriſt, fearing leaſt Chrut ) 
would take his crown and Kingdom from him ; what made 
the chicf Prieſts and Phariſees j:alousof Chriſt, preaching ma- 
ny heavenly Sermons, and working many miracles among 
them ; but an ambitious and ſelf-ſccking luſt of theirs, they 
feared leaſt therby they ſhould looſe their place and Noti-| 


on ; 'Chriſt came as a Servant to miniſter to them, to ſut-! 


k Ex.1.40 | 


fer for them, to bring them to an heaveyly Kingdom, and 
[hey out-of their ſexl-freking humour ſuſpeAed him, _ 
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ring griek, 


I PC 127,y- 


n Þ( 11-10, 


fullneile, 


| 0 Gen.27, If, 


þ ver. 43,43+ 


6. Soulegtortu- 


| rearing gniefe, and anguilh in the hearts of {:1f: ſeckers, like 


6. Unluccc (es 


ſ 


Sont. anguiſh, wnſucceſſefullneſſe 


by his meanes they ſhould looſe their preſent juriſdiction; ſelf- 
ſcekers are very uncharitable in their conſtructions of other 
mens purpoſes and undertakings. 

5. Sclt-ſceking creates muci needles, unhappy and ſoul- tor- 


| gall 19 the cup, a thorne-in the foot and ſtrong winde in| 
the Sca, it imbitters their cltate, troubles their walke and | 
| makes their inward mana very tempeſt ; it makes their food | 
| bread of | ſerrows, their bed a bed of thornes, and their | 


day a day of clouds ; ſcit-ſceking Ahab is ® ficke upon his 


wi Kia.31, | bed for want of Naboths vincyard ; ſelf-ſeeking Pharaoh is 


| pricved becauſe the //+aelire multiplicth : the ſelf ſeekers 


rGcn,r3.10, 


' 10 the P/almiſt are grieved, * gnaſh with the teeth and melt 4-' 


way to ſee the proſperity of the godly and the fruſtration of; 
their owne dclires ; every ſeit-ſceker is a ſcif-tormentor, | 
he that is given unto ſ-lt-ſecking needs none beſides him- | 
ſclfe to mdlett and vex him ; he cartics his ex<cutioner (till ' 


6, Self-ſceking uſually proves wnſucceſſefull, the event doth 
contradi& their jexpeRation ; Rebecca Out of her ſtrong af- 
feion ſought by ſiniſter meanes to get the ® bleſſing for J4- 
cob, (he waited not for it in Gods way, ſhe« btained it in 
her owne way, and when ſhe had procured it, how fared it, 
ſhe was greatly croſſed, £/av purpoled to P kill Facob, Facob 
is ſent wy and becomes a ſtranger to his mother; the croſ(- 
ſes of ſelf- ſeekers ever oxceed their comforts ; Sarah was ve- 

deſirous of children, the Lord reſtrained her from bearing, 
ihe q gives her maid Hagar to her husband, but what was the 


qGen, 16.1,1,4 iſheo it ; Hagar concerved , and Sarah Was deipiſed in her 


eyes, the birth of ſelt-ſecking proves uncomfortable, the (clf- 

eckers intended inſtrument of conſolation, turns to an inſtru- 
ment of yexation z Lot * beheld all the plain of Jordan that 
it was well watcred every where, and he choc it for his habi-: 


tation, and pitched his tent toward Sodome ; Brit it came 10. 


|{Gen.14.18 | paſſe that the King of Shinar with three other Kings, * tooks, 


Lot and all his goods and departed, thus was Lot croſſed in| 
his choiſe ; the chicfeſt worldly fullneſſe is ofien attended| 
with the greateſt croſſes, and men mect with moſt hoſe, 

GAY where 
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' | the Kings pate 


: 


| 


| deepe river ofhis earthly abundance, as an empty pit wherin | 


f 
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Loſſe comfort of preſent kavingy, 
where they promiſe themſelves moſt comfort ; it is the Lords 
and not the worlds preſence that miniſters both fafetyand con- 
tentation to Cod: ſervants. 

7. Sclf. ſecking takes away the comfort of What man poſſeſſerb 
for the preſent , the having ofall is as nothing to him that is 
poſf:iſed with a ſpirit of ſelf-ſeeking ; Ahabs crown and king- 
dome neithet content nor comfort him, haviog a luſting hu! 
mour after Naboths vineyard, the want of this doth more mo» | 
leſt and vex him; then the having of all the refidue doth folace 
bim, for this he came heavy and * diffleaſed to his houſe, laid 
him dewne wpen hit bed, rrned away bu face and Would cate 
no bread : Moſt unhappy and wretched is the eſtate and/con-! 
dition of that perſon whom God delivers over to the luſt and| 
humour of ſelf-ſccking, this makes him apprehend the Sunne 
of his proſpcrity, as a dark cloud wherin1s no light, and the 


arc no waters. Haman was highly honoured by 4hafgeris, 
yet having an ambitious and ſelt-ſeeking loſt within him, 
when he had related all his honours, concluded, AT this *® a- 
vailer me nothing ſo long 44 I ſee Mordecai the Few fitting as 

? gy man that hath no- 
thing of the world, more ſatisfaction then he that 
hath the greateſt earthly abundance with as inſatiable greedy 
and ſelf- ſeeking Juſt within him : great isthe vanity, emp- 
tincefle and vexation of worldly fullneſſe without the ble 
fed preſence of Chriſt Jeſus ; is the ſoule to whom 
God gives freedome. from the luſt of ſelf-ſeeking, And this 
inſatiable, polluting, baſe and imbondaging luſt, let us mortifie, 
and put to death with all the concomirants and attendants of 
it,as Jo/bna deſtroied ſelf ſeeking Arbor with all that appertai- | 
ned to hin;this let us wound with godly forrow,felt-denyall 
and avecation ofour hearts from the world,as Joab with three 
darts thruſt through klf-ſecking A5/olom this let us root up as 
a molt pernicious weed out of the garden of our fouls; this kt} 
us put to death,as a moſt dangerous traitor and mutinous rebell 
m-the common-weale of our hearts ; let us daily ſtrive for 
the increaſe of our from felt-feeking, 38 from the 
moſt loathſome of all ſpots, the molt fervile of all imbon-] 
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» Heſt, 5.11. 
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Sixevils of (cf. 


a4micar os, 


1.Ignorance. 


wt 
= 


= 
dagements, the noſt ſly and ſubtle of all ſnares, the moſt 
mortall of all gifcaſ:s, and the moſt _prevalegt of all inti- 
cing, ſoutc-deceiving and ſoule-aying inſtruments, 


—— — 


S it their praperty and ice who are indowed with 
[thei of -rruc 7 oor pon it themſelves and all 
that is theirs under the feet of Chriſt Jeſus ? Then "oe 
may ye ice with open face the vayity, impicty and peril 
I. Of Selt-admiration, of mans having high thoughts, an 
arrogant opimon. of hizaſclfe, and an over-weening con- 
ccipt of his owne cxcellency and worth. Goliah much ad- 
mircd the tallnefie of bis owne ature, and the bigncfſe 
of. his armour, vain and carnall man is often much taken, 
,and extraordinarily lifted up with the thought of his own 
worth, and 
the charge of the'Apoltle, w be. ner. Wiſe in your axne con- 
ce:#4,: Poe not dreame of a ſufficicncy. of a light in the 
lawpe of your owne take not upon you te be your 
owne guides and C Jlours, preſume not of a fullnefſe 
at home in houſe of your, owne hearts : to. which a- 
grees that of 'Sa/omon, * lane not to 'thine owne wnderitan- 
v', be not Wiſe in thine owne. ezes : 'make not thine owne 
abilitics. the foundation, wherupon thou buildeſt, the light 
by which thou walkeſt, the ſtrength. by. which thou tan- 
deſt, nor the weapon by. which thou capoſted the conqueſt, 
promiſe nothing to, thy ſelfe of thy ſelte ; be neither con-| 
dent. 1n,. or exalted: with an opinipn of thine own full- 
nefſe and warth, For x, Such as arcover-ſwayed with ſelf- 
Opinion and. fclf-adimjration, are very ignorant, they. know 
yot the Rare and conditign of: theic; 0wne Joulcs, Epkre- 

upon him, 6-wheis (faith 


of his. owne gifts, contrary to] 


*Self-admirery, are full of the 
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charaters of pr nee 'tarry abdiit then the ſignes and 

ſymptotries of ſpirituall bliinefſe, baſenefſe, uncleannefſe, | 
po bondage and everlaſting ruine, but they know it 
not 3 No man more ignorant of hitnſelfe, then he 'that | 
bit higheſt thoughts ofhimſelfe, the Phariſes were great | 
{f-admirers, extraotdinarily lifted ovþ with the thought ' 
of their owne wiſdome, hotline? a rfeRion, yet Vve- | 
| ry miferably blinde and igtorant, Blind /taters of the blind, 
! Yeithoat the law, as S. Paul confeſſ=th, without the knows | 
ledge of the hw in their undetſtindings, without the 'in- 

| (cription of the law in their heatts, without conformity | 
5 the law in their lives, © Withour the light of the law | 
difcorcring their finnes, without "the power of the lay ' 
bambling their fonles ; ignorarice of mans owne vileneff: | 
begets ſel-admurations ; the Laodicean was ftrangely puffed ' 
up with thoaghts bf his owne fpiricuall excellencics, and | 
the maine' ground therof was his blindneffe; he [aid he wit | 


that he was poore, blivide, naketl, miſerable avid wretched, he | 
| that is of all men the worſt, is ufually in his owne opi- | 
njon the beft : carnall meh thorough their blindnefſs, doe | 
often take that for Yery gteat ſpirituall riches, which in ' 
-— accouut ot God is 10 other thie very poverty and balc-/, 


2. Scif-adinirers are now-apprebenſive' of the Majeſty and 


the more” apprehenſive the foule is © 
ſible _ T_ and glory, the more it is abaſcd in | 
the ſenſe of its owne emptineſſe, baſenefſs and impurity. | 
[ have heard of thee (faich Job unto the Lord) by the be- | 


my fel and repent in duſt and aſpes, he that is filled | 
with the admiration 'of Gods pearfeRtions is empticd of | 
felfadmiration, and made very ns and baſe in his owne | 
thought and meditation of hin When the Prophet 


ori the throne, | 
fe, then he | 


yRo 7.9. 


: pich' and increaſed of gas and wanted nothing, not knowing ' Rev.3.17- 


'2,N 
perfetion of God, and tranſcendent beauties of Chriſt, mans | am nie." ag 


opinion! of hini{elf is fitable to his 40 you of God,.! Gods & Chrifts 
Gods incomprehen- | perfeQtons. 


ring of the care, bat now mine eye ſ#eth thee, wherefire I * ab» * Iob.41.6. 
horre 
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. Self- admivert no0-d)Y Hhenſios, | 103 [ 
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| « Dan, r0.8,9 
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3- Ingratirude| 
and ſaculedge, 
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4 Hab x 16. 


£1 Sara-17,45. 
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| in intention, the laf 
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God and Chrift are queltionlc{ſ: great ſtrangers to the 
thought of ſclf-admirers, of fuch the P/a/mift ſuth, Gods 
not in all their thoughts , were the ſoule of man well ſtu- 
dicd and inſighted in ,, full and frequznt an the mcditatioa 
of, and throughly acquainted with the Lords perfeAions, 
he conld not but be much abaſed in the knowledge, ſence 
and feeling of his owne imperfections, Hu comelineſſe wich 
D aziel Would be turned into © corrugtion, and his face toward, 
the ground, he would be humbled below the duſt, and be| 
7 19 His owne cyc than the earth : mcnsunacquaimed- 
* with Gods cxccllencics is a maine cauſc of their be- 
ing ſelf mT, 9, bo 
3- Sel-admirers arc very wngrare ſacrilegions, t 
rob God of the praiſc of al jt they Tbs all un- 
to themſelves, they ſay with 2X chnchadnezar , is not this 
great Babell char / have built by the flrength of mine owne 
arme, and for the honour of my name, 2s they referre all to 
their owne ends, fo they looke on all 'as proceeding from 
their owne ſtrength, They 4 ſacrifice ( ſaith the Prophet ) | 
to their net, and burne incenſe te their drag. God. is neg- 
leed, their own art, wit, power and induſtry arc admi- 
red, they deifie themſclves and their own abilitics. God 
is not regarded, his honour is wholy ecclipſed ; they * go 
not like. David in the © nawe of the Lord, 1n_the name of, 
Gods authotity commanding them, in the name of Gods 
wildome guiding them, . in the" name of Gods power aſli-| 


1 ſing them, in the name of Gods glory to honour him ; 


bur like Go/iab they goc in their owne name, in the nams! 
of their owne pride. cxciting them, in the name cf 
their owne fancy Jeading rhem,. in the 'name of the 
ewne wit, art, and ſtrengeh. helping « what and in, 


the name of their owne and bonour moving them,' 
os 5 the 4h. | 


© _w__ 


TU ncapable of Chriſt aliens to God, 205 

4. Sel-admirers arc ancapable of Chriſt and by graces, no | 4 Uncapoble- 
man partakes lefſe-of Chriſt, then he that doth moſt ad- | "3 of Chriſt, 
mire hia'ſclfe, fach a-man hath no right, ner cleare dif. | | 7192920. 
cerning of C hriſt, no ſence and feeling of his want of Chriſt, 
no hunger nor thirſt :fter Chriſt, no honorable opinion and e- 
ſteem cf Chriſt, no room in his ſoule to receive and entertaine 
Chriſt,and thettore continues empty of Chriſt. There #« | wore | [oh.g.q1s 
hope (faith Solomon) of a foole up aman that uWiſein bu owne 
(ces: he is full of feit- wiſdome, and therfore is uncapable ofin- TGF. 
Aruttion, as afull veſſel of other liquor,the Phariſes had their 

own learning in ſuchadmiration, that they utterly rejeed 
C hrilts rine, The | 7 ary erty evo oath. 
byes the horicy-cembe, the full foule loatheth, ſighteth,, un» 
| dervalucth thuſe Do@trines and pifes of Chriſt, which are 

ſweeter then the toney or the honey-combe. 'Sclf-admi- | 
rers are very profane deſpiſcrs of Gods thoyſeſt gifts and 
| graces, and as-they arc*full of ſelf-opinion, ſo God turns 
| them away empty of things heavenly and ſpirituall, he ſends 
the rich away 6 empty, God fils that mansſoule alone with g Luk. 153- 
beavenly goodnefle, who is empricd of all opinion of his own 
| exccllencics, | 
5. Self-admirotion aliewates the foule from God, cuts off all 5. Alienation | 
| communion and acquaintance betweene the ſoule and fr9m God 
God. God will rot 'looke in grace and favour towards him, | 
Ged oppoſeth himlſelfe againſt him, he reſifteth the proud by Þ 1 Pet. 5:5 
withholding his grace from him, by rcj-:Qing his prayer and 
ſupphcation, by infatuating his wiſedome, by lrifiporing his 
power, by crolhng his undertaking, —_ him as a prey 
to Satan,and powring-contempt upon-him. The Lord is very | 
terrible in his ——_— againſt the proud perſon, Very great 
land uocamfortable is the diſtance between God and (clf- 
admirers, He that admires himſclfecannot drawmgh to God 
tty ho!y and hamblc ſupplication, pride bath ſuch dominion 
-within him, he cannot draw nighto God by faith;he lanes ſo 
mach upon himſelf, he cannot draw nigh to God by loveſclt- 
lore doth ſoftrongly-overſway him, he -carmot draw nigh to 


God by obedience, his pride will not ſufer him to 
h- Gods precepts; 2 RTEEY nigh to God by 
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6. Shame and 
confulion, 


2 Sam. 17, 


Din. 4.30,3 I. 


Cure of (v1{.ad- 
miration. 


hz had built, but from thznce hs was driven to dwall an4 


| 


| =? Cureof elf admiration, 


hanger and thirſt after Gods gifts and graces, h: is ( tran(- 
ported with the thought of his own: fullzeſſ: : Self-ad- 
miration exc'vlcs min from all the wiycs of communion 
betwemne God and his children, therefors i erni? in the 
Lerd ( ith the Wiſt-man) and lrane nt to thine owne #n- 
derft.mding, in all thy Wayes acknowl:dge him, be not Wiſe in 
thine owne eyes, feare the Lord and drpare from evil: imply- | 
ing that as lons »5 a man leanes to his owne wiſdons, | 
and hath himſelfe in adiniration, be can neither trut in! 
God, nor humbly ack wwleJge Gol, nor truly feare God, | 
nor depart fron evill, bat contiauzs in the ſtare of a to- | 
_ and uncomfortable alienation -an4 cſtrangement fron 
6, SelE-adiniration- is attended” with ane ant confuſion 
at laſt ; Goliah niuch ad nired himſelf, his owne ſtature | 
and armour, yet wis ſhimefully overthrowne in the bat- | 
'tle, the Swerd in. which he gloried cut off bis h:ad; God | 
oftea turazs-the inftrument and matter of anans pride, ia- ) 
to the intrament an4 matter of mans ſhyme, Nebuchad- 
#24 mignified himſ:lfe above meaſure in his Palace, which 


_— — — 


cat graſſ: am>ng the beaſts; the Lord will mike th con- 
ditto: of proad people maſt 'bafſe and coatemptible ;* hee | 
[thar magnifies himſ:1f: above men is unfit for the ſaciety 
of men; beaſts and brutiſhcreatures are the fitteſt coaſorts for 

| ambitious ſelf-admirers, 

© Looke then, 6 man, upon the baſeneſſ: and uncleannes 
of thy Originalt, un the abſence of all ſpirituall god, upo1 
the preſence and plenitule of all (in, upon thy -{mbondage- 
ment untoSatan, upon thy inthralment unto the creature, upon | 
thy ſervitude wnder many noaifom luſts, upon the rottennes and | 
deceitfulnzs of thy hart, npo vthe louthſomaes of t 
upon the i-nperfeRion of thy | 
count which tho mult make for all thy abilities; and be 
no more a felf-admirer, but a ſalf-hamer, a ſelf- condem- 
ner, a humbler of t 


hy , and"an” admirer of God and 
Chriſt Jeſus, br all thy iecy roaiod frroms 
b- ITY”. enplt 
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wayes 
beſt ſervices, upon by Ge 
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the diſpentationof my bleſſing upon their labours, by caulin 


acceptable in the eyes oftheir godly brethren, and by puttin 
{intothc hearts of their very enemies,an honourable opinion of 
"ed © rg ; 
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Self- exaltation opened and diſſmwaded, 


| 
| 


Cuar, XV. 


Fcondly, In this may we alſo behold the pernicious and 
hatc full evill of ſelf-cxaltation : mans magnifying him- . P'"ger of fel 
ſclfe above the ſtatutes and ordinances of God, by ſetting 04 Pe: 
up his own inventions ; above his brethren, by thinking -g,q, 
better of himſcife then of others, hunting after the prate; 
and applauſe of mco, ſtriving to commend himſclt to men, 
and to make himſclf: glotious in the cycs of men; this 1s 
repugnant to the property and practiſe of them that live 
the life of true holineſſe, of them that proſtrate themſelves and. 
all that is theirs under the feet ok Chriſt J-fus, an evil 
from which the Apoſtle difiwades us, ! {cr us not be deforon | | WE 4 
of wvaine glery, Let us not exalt our ſelves above others, let _ 
us not itrive nor \{tudy to bee magnited of others, let us 
not pleaſe and bleſs our ſelves in the vain applauſe cf others; | | 
it is not humane applauſe, but God- approbation,, which mi-| 
niſters matter of true glorying to a Chriſtian 3 we thould rc! 
joyce toſce God glorihed, but feare to heare our ſelves applau- 
ded , leatt our perſons-be idolized, leaſt our hearts be vainly | 
elevated,and Gods glory obſcured. It is the crown and gloty | 
of a Chriſtian to abaſe himſelfe in the eyes of his Brethren tor | | 
Gods exaltation; but ſhameat laſt will be that inans portion, | 
who is ainbitions and ſtadious of (elfe-exaitation ; that 
man hath 16 cauſe to thinke- that God will at 1:{t put: 
the crowne of glot y upon his head, who now takes the crown 
of praiſe from his God, ® chem that honowr me, (aith the Lords  t Sam, 2.30 
wil [ honowy and they rhat de ffiſe me ſhall be lightly efteemet; lem 
that honour me, by conſecration of themſelves to my feryice, | 
by ſut jeRion unto my precepts, by {incere intend ment of ine, 
and my glory in their ae mn | ene will 1 honour, with | 
the communication of my choy (elt graces to their fouls, with | 


their way to be proſperous, and by making them amiable _ | 


them). 
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Evils of (cl. 

"x i|ruti0n, 

- T1 R2o&'prin n 
& foulc impic- 
"eo 

: 


' Hib.a.54 
Proveg.19, 


res. 6g, 


w 


| moſt wifzandunſearchabl=counf:ls, or of the high and huly 


| 
| eocatthe forbidden froit; Cereb, Dares nd Abiramtorcbel 


2:08. _ | ſpecchegacontemner of ſuch agaretruly holy and gracious,and{ 
: | impatient of the yoake | bs pphoroogh pride man 
#24:4." | wall not have Chriſt vale evr-bim, hee- will pot ſtoope 


wo wo Self. exaltation the root of many evils, 


\themhamble fabjeRion u1dzr God, holy walkiag with God, 
and comfortable fraitio.1 of thrwitns}: of G 1d, is the moſt 
brizhe ani bexatifall crown? of a Chriſtian; he that caa moſt 
readily fuff:r himſcIf robe abaſed for Gol, ſhall undoubrely 
bz mat highly <x1lc24 oy 24; barG 3d thall cover chit m12as 
fice with (h1n2204 confiimn, wo dilhononrs God by (:1f: 
exiltation, for they that d-(þi/3 me ſoul be lightly eftremed, faich} 
the Lord ; thy that deſpitz me, by nahi dt honourable 

thoughts in thein(-lves of ny mot glurious and 11compore- 
heafible eſſznce, of ny m oft ſacredand divine attributes, of my 


way of my mwit p>werfull, jt and” gracious providence; 
they that dcfpiſz mz,by coateming my ſtatutes, y negle Ang 
my ordinances, by \lighting my f:rrants,. by profant 1g my } 
nam? and my ſervice, or by not uſing and benehttiag. by my 
word, by my chaſtiſements and favours; they ſoa! be lightly c- | 
fremed,a:counted vilern my ſzhtand made vile 19 the cycs of 
menzhe thatex3lts himfclf an 4 his own luſts to the diſhanour 
of his Godjis of all perſons the moſt baſe andignominious. And 
felf cxaltation-is indeed a very great and dangerous evill. For 

1, Self-cx1ltation is the r 208 and ring of many foule impicties, 
the unhappy mother of maay cur{:4 dwghters ; mans pride 
and prophane contempt of 5ods precepts, is the Originall of 
all vices, mans elevating himſelfe and his owne corrupt aff 
Rions andcarnall parpeſzs above the ſacred limits which God, 
hath (ct him, leads him into every tranſ{grefſion : Pride inthe} 
heart,like Sheba in [/racl, blowes the Trum pet and draws the 
| whole ſoulcinto rebelli 11 againſt God, as he drew Hal to 
rebell againt Davis, Self-exaltation moved our firſt Parents 


again} cALiſer; Salto plot the death of David ; *Pharavh to). 
lay.hzavy burthens upon the children of 1/rae{-;, 4b/olom.to 11-|. 
bear thz depolition-of his, Father from-the throne : - Pride} 
makes a man * 3wAciable- in his-defires, comentions - with his; 
neighbours, imri-«e to his fcllow-ſervants, flarder owe. in his: 
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— 
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| Patron of many vices. 
and bow to Gads Commandement, but exalts himſclfe above 
God, and becomes a law-giver to bimſelf, walking after the 
counſell and imagination of his owne heart ; God hath ever 
leaſt pofſellion, where pride hath moſt ſway and dominion ; 
| all ſorts of vices are the Subjeas of the Common-weale © 
that ſoul, where pride (its in the heart as a King in his throne: 
| Pride (faith Auguſtine) is the beginning, end and cauſe of all 
ſonne, pride being not onely ſin, but alſo no ſinne can, conld or 
muy be without pride, ſince ſinne is nothing elſe but 4 cont 
of God, whereby we deſpiſe his recepet, and nothing per ſwades 
pradewr but pride ; and pride 
ning of all ſine in regard of time, the firſt finne of the Divell 
in heayen,and of Adam in Paradiſc;in regard of the caw/e, con» 
tempt of God the cauſe of (in, oy found in every fin, and in 
regard of Original,all other vices ſpringing cither mediately 
or immediately from this; the more a man, exalts Himſclfe, the 
more he diſhonours God, the more a man doth lift himſelt up| 
in his own conceit and opinion,the more he doth caſt & plung 
himſclt into ner mire of ſpirituall pollution : fulnes of 
pride and fulnefle of uncleannefle are inſeparable companions. 
2, Self-cxaltation is the patron and protettor of all other vices, 
this 6/inds men, that they cannot fee their linnes, this har» 
dens men, that they will not confeſſe their finnes, this makes 
men ſuch admirers of themſelves and their owne waycs that 
they apprehend their very vices tobe virtues, this makes men 
ſudions and artificial to cloake and colour, and hide their (ins, 
this makes inſtruQion and admonition the mcanes of ſuppreſ- 
ſing lin contemprible, and caufeth man with impudency and 
(hainelefl: boldnefle to maintaine and plead for his profaneneſſe, 
the ſoule which learnes not to be humble, cannot ceaſe from 
tranſgreſſion;pride among other viccs is like Goliahamong the 
Philiftines,the Philiſtines were invincible untill Goliah was 0- 
verthrowne, other luſts inthe ſoule of man arc impugnable, 
untill pride and ſelf-exaltation is calt downe, mans labour in 
” * . . s . - 
the REIN _———_—_— is yain and fruitles untill his pride 
is mortified, the ſpirituall conqueſt is never gotten, as | 
as pride beares the dominzon :t "He that overcomes IS 
this , overcomes no luſt ; Sclfe-cxaltation in the _-_— 
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' Superbia eft oa- | 


rum inittum 
| fink, & cauſa; 
(ſaith Aquinas) is the begin-| peccaram: ſt tp 
{a ſuperbia, 8c. 
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210 | fs mp invincible evil, 


of man is like a Caſtle or Fort, and other vices like hoy- 
fes baile under the Caſtle, which canuot catily be aflulred 
and beaten downe, becauſe the Fort def:nds them, the @- | 
apo ny of other vices is impolliale, untill the Caltle of 

ide is beaten downe in the heart of man ; the Phariſees 
bei given to ſcit-exaltation, to the fecking and lifting 
up of themſclves, were under the power of every baſe luſt, 
erronious, fauper{titious, covetous, malicious, their very pi- 


from himſelf will ceaſe from no finne, if he be bat once 


| loman) in thine owne eyes, feare the Lord and depart from 
| v#h, unplying that-where there 1s not. a cv{lation trom 
{felt-wiſdome and ſclf-exaltation, there is no feare of God, 

| n& keeping of. Gods precepts, no difpoſitioa, no care to 

| pleaſe 09, no ccfjation from-tin for coofcience ſake, ther- 
Tolle boc vitia tore take away this vice (fanh Clryſoſtome ) that men. Would 
ut nelint borat- mot appeare to' men ; this vice of telt-exaltation, and ai vi- 
per ppare'e es-are cut off Without labour. Vpon the death of the tuit- 
©2405 a of borne. of Pharavh the children of 1/rarl were delivered,up- 
vidieaqecas. ur 22th mortification of pride, the tirit-bome of the fpirtu- 
| | al Pharaob, the foules of men obtain a gracious freedoine, 
Goliahs head being cnt off, all the Phili/tenes fled, the death 
' of pride is the flight of all finne ; he that cxales himſcltc 

' remaines both a ſtranger to'the life, power and comtort 

of alt godhnefſe, and a nurfe and patron te all unclean and 

baſe atf:Qions., 

1 Moſt invin.. © 3+ Selfexnltation is the moſt invincible of all wices ; the 
cible of all y;.. 70998 thereof are fo deepe and itrong, and fo largely fpread 
cer, - iy the heart of, man, it puts the foule at ſuch a grear di- 
Rance"from God, mikes man fo yncapable of - Chriſt, and 
heavcnly.wi{fdome, fo Weds man unto himſcl/e, and = 


man- fo to pleatz and delight bimfelFe in himfclte, fo to 


prize the applauſe of man, and to ſbgbr the approbation o 


coimmon-weale of mans foul 
xaltation, it is the hardeſt 
taSke 


| | plucked up, no,cnemy int 
io ditticaltly overcame s {elt- 
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ety. was nothing but hypocrilic; he that doth not ceaſe | 


| God, that there is no diſcaſe in the 4oul of man fo ld | 
cured, no- weed inthe garden of mans heart fo uncafily | 
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taske that ever man undertooke, truly todeny himſelfe and | 
fully to proftrate and put himſ. Ife under God and Chriſts | 
yoake, Pharaoh did many things in the way of love and| 
| honour to Foſeph, he put his ring upon his hand and attay- | 
'ed him in vettures of tine linnen, and {ct him over his houſe, 
| but yet he reſerved this unto himſelte, to be greater in” the | 
throne thin Joſ:ph; man may doe much in the way of out- | 
| ward zcale for God, he may exalt God very farre, above | 
| his profit, above his pleaſure, above his peace, yea above | 
kis life, and yer (till reſerve to himſelfe a preheminence a- | 
' boye God, he may cloath the naked, feed the knnery, and 
| give his body to be barned in the cauſe of God, and yet | 
| doe: all this for himſelte, more then for his (God, for | his | 
' owne apphuſe more then for the praiſe of 50d, for the 
| having of a name with men, more then for the glorify ing | 
| of *;c name of God, Of all conqueſts, felte-conqucſt is the- 
| molt difficult, moſt excellent, mt noble and gtorions, he 
| that cant © rule his Ffirit (faith Solomon) his proud; his felf- | * dy 
| ſecking and ſelt-cxalting ſpirit, is better then he that raketh | 
| a Ciry, Mai) hath no greater enemy then himſ-1f,he never doth | 
| mere excellently then when he overcomes himfelfe, the o- 
| yvercoming of a Kirigdome is nothing in compariſon of mans 
' conqueſt of his owne corruption, pride is the Grſt evill in 
| mans departure from God, and the laſt evill which: is 6» | 


wu | L4 deſtroyer of many excellent gifer | ſl ! 


' vercorrie in man returning onto Cod. F Shamma ſtood it pt Sam 1y va 
| out and defended the held When the people fled. Stlt-cxal- Cum bene 
! tation ftands it out like a. mighty champion -n the heare 7 0 0 cums 
of man, when all other luſis ſeeme to fly ; when other laſts 
|goc out like fire that wants fewell, yet this loſt of felf- 5je/tar winene 
exaltarion, as Jong as any thing of the old- man remnines 42 uperbra re- 
m man;w1ill pot it feltforth and ftrive to foare aloft, andelnmbe [fer 
tp in the thron of God, Manthath rmoft cauſe to watch & proy 
avairft Telf-exaltation of all the evils which are within hm. . 
4. Selt-ex1ltation corrupterh and drftrozeth all the giftr and 4 Corruyter o!. 
| vrates biſtimed on man! ; _ the 'evill herbe tn the Pro hers el -1fts 


mani martes all "the Extcliencies” of | 
-man, turns all his gifts into a pot of death, poyſons all the.) 
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, | pok made tg pot a pert of death ; itbition and Tclf-exol- 7 WEEN 
| ang in the'ſonlte HY 


yBL.19. 25« 


$4. Spiricu\ll 


'Y Tim.6.4, 


#8 Joh. $.44- 


Canſeofbarremeſſe, 


endowments of man, the more he hath received, the lefle 
mindfull he is of God, th: higher thoughts he conceiveth 
of himſelfe, the more able and aRive he ſheweth himſclf 
in evill, and the more he Neights and ſcornes. all inſtru t- 
jon : That man of all others 4s the fite(t inſtrument to | 
dos the worke of the prince of darkneflz in whom abili- | 
tics and a proud ſpirit are concurrent ; this like lcaven ſours 
the whole lump of mans vertucs, the * tree ſmeetned the Wa- | 
ters of Marah which were bitter, bat this lik: gall and | 
wormwood ſowres and imbvitters thoſe gifts and abilities | 
which in themſelves are very ſweet and of fingular uſe, 
making vertue and the dutics of picty, ſabj<R and fervic-- 
ole to mans vain-glory ; it is Gregories obſcrvation that 
as humility cuts the finews of all vices, and ſtrengthens 
all yertues, ſo pride deſtroyes all vertucs, and ſtrengthens | 
all vices ; pride is a very pcraicioas anJ4 venimoas hwybe, | 
foning all the liquor in the pot, his vertuzs will at the | 

be cenſured as vices, in whom the ambitious humour 

of ſclf-exaltation beares dominion , the leaſt meaſure of 
grace with humility and meekneſſe is farre better then the 
| ge abilities with a proud ſpirit : It is better fee- 
ing on a lender diſh well ſ:aſoned, then on a great 
diſh farniſhed with all daintics having poyſon mingled with | 

ik, : 

| 5. SelF-exaltation keeper the ſonle barren, barren of knows 
; he that exilts himſclfe regards not wholeſome coun- 

ſell, he reje&s th? Word of Gol, and there is notruc wil- 
dome in him 4 the -=_ ow th: Apoſtle) © knowes no- 
thing : Nothing of God . the Father regenerating him , of 
Chriſt redeeming him, of the Spirit fanKifying him, of 
the Word enlightning, humbling, changing and renewing 
him; he leanes upon his owne corru carnall reaſon, 
a lanp wherin is no light; the proad mins light is dark» 
neſſe, his very knowledge is miſzrable and wretched 
rance ; he continuzs barren of - Faith, he builds on man 
and-not on Chriſt, How can ye * belerve ( faith Chriſt ) whe 
bonowr Which cometh 


no 
| Jody he reauines bartga of love, « ſelf-lover, und nol 
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lover of God, the motion of his heart is terminated within | 
himſclfe, he brings forth all his fruit unto himſclfe, and isan |, qc. 
® empty vine in Gods account, he continues barren of all grace. "i; 
God giving grace to the humble, but * reſiſting the proud. /ſidore w lam. 4 6, 
relates that on the mountaine of Libarm there are Cedars very | 
tall, and gloriouſly flouriſhing, but never bearing fruit, and | 
the rcaſon is rendered, becaule the Mountains-on which they | 
grow are ſo high, that they reccivenot the refleion of the 
Sun-beames, and the waters naturally deſcend unto the val- | 
leyes, Thus ſelf exalters ſeated on the high Mountaines of ! 
| common abilitics are barren of all fruit acceptable unto God, | 

becauſe they are neither favingly enlightned, nor warmed | 
with the beames of the Sun of Rightcouſneſſe, nor watered | 
with the dew and moyſture of heavenly grace; none more | 
empty of ſaving goodnes then ſuch asare mott exaltcd intheir 
own imaginations, 

6, Sclf-cxaltation abaſeth God: The Philiſtines plated their > = pas 
; D agon above the Arke, the proud man ſets himſelf above God, | God, 
ambitious ſelf-exalters, like ſo many petty Antichriſts, ex- 
alt themſelves above all ' that is called God, They ſet theme | 
ſelves above the law of God, they * breaks the bands therof | 
aſunder and caſt away the cordes therof from them, they ſerve |* ln 
not God according to Gods inſtitution, but after their own 
invention, inſtead of receiving Gods preſcription, they pre» 
ſcribe how God ſhall be ſerved by them : they exalt them- | 
ſelves above the Adiniſters of God, they eſteeme not their 
inſtruQion, their words are in their account but bab/ing ; they 
exalt themſelves above the office: of Chriſt, they entertain not 
Chrilt as a Proper inſtruRting them,as aPrief to ſanRify them, 
as © King to beare fpirituall dominion within them ; 
they exalt themſelves x the attributes of God, above 
the dominion of God, refuſing ſubj:*Rion above the wiſe- 
dome of God, reje&ing his counſcll, not ſuffering them» | 
ſelves to be guided him,and above the power of:50d,reſting 
upon an arme of fleſh,and not upon the arme of the Lordzthero 
is no ſin that makes man more God,not that ſers | 


| mani rr oppſion gan Od ſelf-exaltarion all 


jother1 h Gregory,fly from God to the creature,as coves | | 
wi 7 tous 
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S axaltaion deceived and abaſed, 


touſaclſe to gold and filver, luxury to. fleſhly delights, | 


| &e. Oncly pride opps/erb it ſelft agen God and «ſyrps that 
wnte it {tlje Which 1 proper ro God, [ ſay wnio you (faith 
Bernard) that every proud man exalts hinſelfe above God, for 


| God Will keve his will to be dene, and the proud man willhave 


| &is. will to te done, but (God only in things winch right and. 
| redjon doth approve; the pron man in things which are beſude | 


| and againſt both right and reaſon; man doth very ſhametully | | 


| abaſe God by exaliing bumdelte and bis own will, above the | 


tulucſle. 


| 8 Shamefull 3 
baſement of 
man. 


' | enpty- 4.No man. more apt to be deluded then he that is 


| ward and will of God. 
9.S&f deceit» | 


- 7 Sell-cxaltation dereiverh, making man thinke FASL 
wiſc, when he 1s igitorant holy, when he is profane ; tree, 
when he is. captive ; full, when he is empty :- It makes! 
man. appeare unto himſ.lte to be another then 4n deed he 
is, Like him in the trophet that dreamed he had eaten, 
and was full, but when he awakened he found himnlclfe 


ſelt-conccired and defirous to be applauded. 

8. This likewiſe hamefully abaſeth man, makes him the con- 
ſort and yery habitatzon of Satan, God dwels with the hum» 
-ble, Satan with the. proud, whom Godrelifteth, Satan pob-| 
{leth, the giore a, man doth exalt himdclfe againſt God, 
the more he doth abaſe himſclfe under Satan, the more 
God with-drawes lamielt from him, the nearer Satan draws 
eth to lum, the more God ,abhorres him, the more delight 
Satan takes in hin and thertore. the. proud man is not 
wait ly» termed by one, ambraculan Satave, a (hadow let 
by Satan agaiuſt the Sun of Righteovineſſe, dryving the 
ight-of grace troem him, and making himfelfe a ſhadow 


fi 

lor, Sggan; 16 (ecp and reft in. O how dithenourable, baſe] 
| $0d.þ tall, 344heir. condition, - who: ſeke their owne 
| bapour, with. Gods i(bonour. 4: Hee that moſt magnities 
 bamivite. above. others; is the moRt baſc- of all others 3. He; 
| aloiethat. pins 4iiande}fe and all that is his under Chriſt ts tru- 
ly honaurblt, 3 he thatiiexalty: biufclte and 'denyes obedie|. 
89 40; Qhrilk 5s moſt baſcabdieontemprible;; the thar'is not 
Gods holy and gr | ſharncfull and un 
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Aoi ignorant, moſt proud, 215 
9. And laſtly, Self-cxaltation alienater man from Heaven; 

the way to Heaven is by humility and fe}f-denyall ; Fona- | ? nn 
than and his Armoar-bearer aſcending the hill, 1 Sam; 14, rags -:2m6 
crept upon their hands and- their fret ; Chrilt humbled 
himfſ:ife and then he was exalted, he went by ths Croſſe: 
to the Crowne, and- all. believers his armour-bearers and 
followers, as many as intead Heaven mult tread the (teps | 
| of Chriſt, vlile and bow to Chriſts Scepter, he mult learn 
of Chriſt #9 be meeks and lowly, bee muſt deny bimfelfe ani, 
| take wp his {roſſe and follow ( wift, or he can never e:iter | 
into Chriſts glorious relt; hell is-the appointed habitation 
for. every ſoule that is not humble; God. will caſt .downe! 
them that ext themiel-es ; the Lord will hae them, who| 
| tonorr theinſelves and not him, this is the great evill and dav-| 
ger oftelf-exaltation. 


CuHars X Y I 


JT: you demand how it comev'to pifſs that vain man is | Grounde of 
fo prone and forward to exalt himſelf, to magnific higy- | mans pronenes 
ſelfe in the eyes of men, and fo Now and backward tou exe * 9 (elf exalea, 
alt and fet up Chriſt ? ""- 

I anſwer, this ariſetly 1, Prom mans ignorance of bit own | Mung Igno. 
auth and baſe eſtare ;, did man fee how he is a-dead man. rance of hi 
in whom is Y =” life of grace, a bond-man, 4 {pmrituall bale elt 've, 

* priſoner unto Satan; having many luſts like chains and, # o—_ 900 
fetters tying him,an empry bouſe,wherin dwelleth no good, - > 
and a loathfome Zepey having no fpirjtuall beaury on him, 4. 5 , 
but altogether deformed and; defiled with the contagi» | 

on of (inne, he would with the -Leper in Leviticus lay his} 

hahd uwyon his mounh, and cry our, uncleane, nncleane, 11 

cleane;, Paul while he faw not the- bafenefſ: and vadncl] :| 

]oftus natacalt eſtate,” put #6 price upon Chritt, walkcd as 
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" Invafranmeſe of receivings Canſe pride, 


| d41Cors.s, 


[2 Inconfide» 
raceneflc of 


receivings. 


eJam 1,17, 


f 2 Cor.z.5, 


2 1 Chron, 29, 


-— 


þ Dan. 4. 20+ 
| + Hab 146+ 


k Deut.ga.1 5. 


| | God which made him, and lightly eſteemed the rocke of his 
whetive 


I adverſary againft Chriſt, being filled with high thoughts 


of himſclfe ; but after the commandement Þ came, preſenting 
his pots like a glaſſe before him ; he humbled himſelfe , he 
was in his owne apprehenſion as a dead may, in whom was 
no life, no beauty, no excellency, then he was an abhorring 
to himfclfe, and Chriſt was pron in his eyes, then all was 
or Hp droſſe in compariſon of the © excelent knowledge of 
Chriſt ; then he did no more exalt himſelfe but Chriſt ; then 


hee determined to kyow 4 nothing but Chriſt and bim cru- 
cified ; then he preached Chriſt and not himſclfe ; then he; 

t himſelfe wholly upon the ſervice of Chriſt, and made ie 

is crowne and comfort to draw m:n unto Chriſt, He that is 
moſt ignorant of himſelfe, is moſt proud, and moſt ſtudious 
tocxalt himſelfe. Mans ignorance of his neceſſity of Chrilt 
makes him regardleſſe to exalt Chriſt. 

2. Mans inconfiderateneſſe of his receivings, He conſiders 
not that he 15a ciſterne, and God the fountaine, a branch and 
Chriſt the root,_that all that he hath is a* gifr, a borrowed 
thing,the Lords and not his ; He remembers not that he hath 
nothing of his owne beſides his finne, that all his ! afficiency 
is of God, both naturall and morall, temporall and fpirituall, 
as all the bright and lightlome ſufficiency of the aire is from 
the Sunne : He cannot ſenſibly confeſſe with D avid, 8 riches 
and howour come of thee, and thou reigneft over all, andin thy 
hand 1 power and might, and in thy handit # to make great, and 
ro give firength wato all, Vaine man Jookes on all that he hath, 
as Nehuc onhis Þ Babel,as on ahouſe of his own 
building, as on@trecof his owne planting. He » /acrificeth to 
his owne net, and butneth incenſe to his owne dragge ; and 
therefore like Nebuchadnezzar, he exalts and magnifies him- 
ſelfc and not Chriſt. He that doth not ſce and fecle Chriſt in 
In oe IE 

rawne to Chri x is vainly puffed up again 
Chriſt jn the preſence of them. When Z-ſwran * waxed fat, was 
filled with all carthly abundance, he kicked, rebelled againſt 
God, refuſed the Lawes and ordinances of God, he forſooke 
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| fion him to walke infolently towards his poore brethren, and 


cm 


— Forgeifulneſſe of Mans flation puſſetinp. | ate © 


himſclfe, and this Ncightin of his God. The reaſon is 
rendred : He was wmemndfull of the rocks that begate him, and 
| forgnt the God" that 4 him, He remembred not that God 
was the 2uthour of his being, the' rock of his preſervation, 
and the founaine that miniſtred all his tulneſſe to 11m, The 
great reczivings which ould move man'to walke humbly | 
with God, throu;zh inconſideration doc often occaſion man; 
to exalt himſelfe ayainſt God, 

3. Forgerfnlneſſe of mans place and tation} Man remembers 3 Forge tFul. 
not that his place 18not the place of a Maſter, but of a ſarvant, | « oppo 
nor of a King but of a SubjeR,not of a Lord but fa Steward: , 1 ©aon, 
The greateſt ferrhly Potentates are under God as ſervants, ly-| 
able to an ' arrownt tor all their receivings, bound to imploy | 1 Luk 16 »; 
their ® talents to Chriſts- advantage, to miniſter to others of | w Mar 15 24, 
their abundance, and not to cxalt themſelves above others, 2 Cor.Þ, 14. 
becaaſc they poſi: more then others. The: Mother hath full 
breafts given her not for infultation over the childe, but for | 
miniſtration of milke to the childe ; God' fils the breaſts of 
; ſome with great abundance,not to-magnife themſelves above 

others, to traniple and tread downe others, but tocommus» 

nicate to others neceflitics. Kings and Qarenes arc the ' awr- | * 18 49.23, 
| ſes of the Church, no mans greatnefſ: exempts him from obe- 
dicnce unto God, and ferviceablenefſe torhe Church of God : | 
On ſome'God beſtowes' bur little to try. their patience, on 
others he conferreth much to exerciſe their. humility: and 
meekneſfe :- But mans forgetfulnefſe of thisderh'ofren occa- 


ta ſtead of being an Olive, a Vine, a Fig-tree ro his brethren: 
to ſhadow, feed, refreſh, and cheere. them : He becomesa | 
® bramble to vexe and annoy. them ; in ſtead of honouring | « Iudg g. g. 
God with his ſabſtance, . he labours to honour himfelte in the 
rea of the a hon ctzif/ 4-Miſprifion 
4; AMiſpri 1.06 mn; Mans honouring Chriſt} #.**prinon | 
is ; apc. cor ng yu : Holy and hamble obedience is « Mangglory, 
the honour of: a-Chriſtian ; The honouring of the Father, | 
Husband, Soveraigne, is the honour. of 'a Sonne, a Wife, a | 


Subje& ; and the honouring of "Chriſt is the glory of them | 
frat Children, the Spouſe and SubjeQs: of _— 
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Unhoppy fruits of Self exa{tarion. 
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p Rem,14 15 


q Joh. 12.42, 


5 VnſenGble» 

nes of the un- 
h frums of 
Sc\f. cxaltar.on 


He (faith Saint Par!) that in * theſe things, in righteouſacſſe, 
peace of a goodeonſcience, apd fpirituall joy, ſerverb Chrift 
49 doceptable to God, and approved of men : Very honourable 
inthe ey:sof God -and good menz but vaine and carnall man 
thinks no honour comparabl- to the honcur which men gi\e, 
the over the praiſe of men more then the praiſe of God, and —_ 
forelabours more to worke him(ſclfe into the hearts of men, 
then into the favour of God, doth more to draw the eyes of 
mens vaine admiration, then the ey:s cf Gods gracioos ap- 
probation towards him, and ſtrives more to have the reſti- 


mony of man applauding him, then the witn« ſe of Gods Spi-| 
Tit, {ealinghim ap unto the day of redemption ; and for this 


heſtudiestocxalt and make himiclfe appearc Simon IMagns 
like, Some great one in the cyes of the people, for this be 
many-times thunnes © hriſt, and declircs hin) ir his ordinan- 
ccs, in his Feavenly truchs; in his meniters, in his preſctip- 
tions, ſo farre as he daſcernes them to pre judice his reputation 

in the eyes of the people, 
$. Unſenſibleneſſe of the evill and unhappy fruits of ſelf: exah 
tation, Many men have no t ht, no apprehenſion of the 
wretched and ſhametull «fs of this exalting and magnify- 
ing themſelves above that whiedloponeaient they perceive 
not how it makes their ſoules the Subiett of all uncleanneſle, 
the flaverof Satan, the /ervants of men, the enem.ie; of Cod, 
5 to Chriſt, an abominationin the cycs of Goczvncapatie 


firan 

of all benefit. add comfort by the ordinances. of God ; impa-| 
tient of. cteſſ:s ; de{picable in the eyes of men,diſcerning their 
ambition ; «mreacbable. receiving no inſtruction of wit:dome 
from them that tezch them,. no reproofe frem them that ad- 
monith them ; hypocritical intheir profeſſion of Chriſt, like a 
Sepnichte whited without, but fall of dead mens bones with- 
in; envious ard full of gricte to ſee the welfare, profpcrity, 
aid honour ef others';/ a»/avorry 1h. the noftrils of their bre- 
thren, through the ratren and loathſome breath of their (clt- 
commendation; andat laſt, the Sabie# of all ſme and confip 


ſiany; the Lord making their ſhame futable to their pride, and. 


the degree: of their confulion auſwerable to the meaſure of 
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O therefore if thy gifts be more emiaent then others, con- |+ u«c uf Self. 
fider it is the Lord makes thee to differ, and Gods favour muſt _—_ a 
* 3gRe 


be unto thee as motives to bumility and meckocfl;, and as | 10h, 
obligations to ſincere and ſeund obedience. | 
2, Remember that it is not the greatneſſe of the gift, but | > Well uſing of| 
the well «ſing of the gift, that is, the glory of the receiver ; It pifr , honow off 
is not the having of ary thing, whether much or little, bur "06G 
the having of Chriſt with it, that makes it full and fatisfao- 
rie, ſweet and comfortable, ufcfull and beneficialt unta | 
man. | 
3 Conſider whatſoever thou haſt, if it psffe thee up, and 3 Cif.5ruſſing| 
make thee ſwell, 1t is not food but poiſun, no mercy but a "Pn | 
— no evidence of divine favour but ef (:vcre anger to thy . 
oule: | 
4. Thinke upon the renwre by which thou holdeſt all that COPI 
thou haſt, thouart but a tenant at will, the inheritance is will, : 
Chriſts, and he may tarne thee off when he liſt : All. el ings 
goe and comme at his command, as the ſouldicrs at the come | 
mand of the Centwrian, | 
5. Know and be aſſured that the glory and fulneſſ: of man | 5.0 brit mans 
is Chriſt, .all abilities are 4 very vanity and emptincfſ; with- | 8/73 aud ful. 
out Chriſt J cſas. He that hath moſt of Chriſt J:ſas is of all aa 
rſons the moſt glorious, neither hath man caule of ,$lor - 
ing and rejoycing in any thing but in Chriſt alone, He that | | 
glories muſt glory in the Lord, and in nothing, elſe :_ le mult * 
"glory in the power of Chriſt ſupporting him, in the wi/-dome 
of Chriſt direAXing him,” in'the 8/e/ſing of Chriſt making all | 
facceſſ:full tor him, in the all-afficiency of Chriſt putting a 
fulneſſe into his poſſe!Tan, whether mugh or little,_ in the | 
righteon/neſſe of Chriſt juſtifying him, in the preſence of Chriſt 
encouraging*him.,, and in. the /sve. of Chriſt folcing, him. | 
That man haththe greateſt glory, ahd the ſweeteſt and ſareſt 
falnef: who hath moſt of Chriſt Jeſus. | 6 Tue of all 
6 Obſerve and weigh well how the iſſue and event of all is ' gependint up.! 
not ſo much dependant uporrthe abundance and <xcellencics of on Gods All, 
mans abilitres,2s upon rhe all-di/foſing hand of God, [ returned diſpoling haud 
| and [aw wnder the Sunne (ſaith Solomon) that the race #4 not to | 


", 


| the ſwift, nor the batrell ro the flrong, neither yet bread to the 
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ys rick: to men of wn ley landing, nor yet favony to 
, but tine and thance happeverh to them all, The event 
is not according to the Nlities ef man, but accor- 


i 
ding tothe deeree and diſpenſation of God 1 1t.is not tn the 
| power of the (wift to eſcape by running, nor in the power 
of the ſtrong ro overcome in the battell, nor in the power of 


the wiſe to hill himfſelfe with bread, nor in the power of the | 
prudent to furniſh himſclfe with wealth, nor in the owe 
oug 


of the 8ki1fall to obtaine Favour with men, Haſae! t 
{ſwift as the Hart yet he fell in running ; Geliab a man of 
mighty ſtature fell in theconfiR with little D avid; The Bar- 
ley coke inthe Midiantes dreame overturned the Aſidiamitiſh 
Hoaſt.: Davida man of ſingular wiſ:dome ſometime wanted 
bread, and Pas! was in hunger and in thirſt often: Po/epb a 
man of ſingular wiſedome was hated of his brethren, and un- 
-deſcrvedly caſt out of the favour of Potiphir, Mans welfar 
-confort and happineſſe {prings not from the excellency © 
his abilities, but from Gods-gracious, wiſe, and all-ruling 
providence. «A horſe (faith the Plalmiſt) # @ veine thing for 
| -the battell, neither ſball be driver any —_ great flrength. Be- 
| bald the eye of the Lord is upon them that feare him, upon them 
that hope in hiznwercy. It is not the perkeQion and exccllency 
of the inſtrument, tut the C of God with it that puts 
ere ines it, and makes it honourable and com- 
Ex | rotheuſer of jt. The.meditation of the ſubjeQion of, 
all abilities under Gods gubernation and providence is of 
prent power £0 purge their paſſcſſors of all {cl-cxalting cogi- 


tations. 

v a] 7. Meditate upon the ſudden and wwexpeed change Which 
| -——_ may come. The river cf mans abundance may _—_— 
| ther wrap dryed up, ot faile like the waters. of Tema, and be 

empty ike Tagars bottle : The Sunne of mans proſperity 

may be ſuddenly ecclipſed, gnd ſhine no more : The ſhadow 

| may be {mitten, and vaniſh like Jo- 

bes en and diſmal, outward changes are in- 
one. 


p— 


LS 


O Prevegationt of Self-degall, = 


trouble when be is at peace, his time of diſgrace when he is 
in honour, nor his tune of death when he is 7 health, 4 the 
fiber that ave taken in an evil net, and as the birds that are cang bt 
in the 1k fad are the ſonnet of men ſnared in an evil time,iies 


4 falleth ſnd denty won them, Man bath ſmall cauſe to magni» 
fie bia:(elte in the elcnce of things ſubje& to ſuch fad and 
ludden changes, Were man well ſtudied in, and truly ſenſe 
ble of the mutability of all abiliries, he would never glory in 
their preſence, he would undoubtedly walke in a holy feare, 
and in much humility and mceknelle in the midſt of the greg» 
telt fulneſle, 


— 
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[ Aſtly, in the meditation of this we may bchold and take 
notice of the happincſle of their eſtate, uf the ſweet and | 
gracious frame of their ſoules whoare able to deny themielvyes 
and their owne :#:&ions, and proſtrate themſelves and all | 
that js theirs under the feet of Jcſus Chriſt : Theſe men bave | 
a bleſſed liberty and freedome f:om the odious monſters of 1m- | 
piety, ſelf-ſecking, ſ1-admiration, and iclf cxaltztion. with | 
many other evils : He hath ever moſt freedome from the po- 
wer of cortuption, whoſe heart is filled with the greateſt 
meaſure of ſelf-denyall. It isa very great bleding to be truly 
and ttroughly humble. 

1. This works the ſoule of man toa very full and comfor- 
table poſſeſſion and fruition of Chriſt, The more man is wrought 
out of himſelfe, the more he is wrought into Chriſt : The 
more man is emptied of himſclfe, the more he is filled with 
the fulneſſe of Chriſt ; The more man is removed from him- 
{:Ife, the nemer he approacheth unto Chriſt : The more full 
he purticipateth of C if, rhe more ſweet and comfortable | 
communion he hath —_ ; The 4/rar under the Law 

was 


' 


knoweth not his time of want when be is full, his time of 


Prerogatives 
an. b:nefr3 if 


Scht acnyall, | 


i. Full & com 
fort ible poſſe f 
fog of Chiilh, 
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{ Phil. | foule 


Fruition of Chriſt, imvmcibleneſſe. 
[The heart of man which is hamble, empty of ll ſpiricuall 
ide and ſelf-conceit, is molt capable of the fire of the Spirir, 
and of Chrift who otfered himſelfea Sacrifice tor our ſinnes. 
The fonle of the humble is Chriſts Habitation ; the veſſell 
Which he filleth with his grace, and reecives intoa fweet 
confortſhip with himfelfe : For rhue /aith the r bigh- a4 the 
lefty One that inhabiteth Eternity, whoſe name i holy, 1 divell in 
high and holy place, with him alſo that is of a contrite an1 hun. 
ble Ffirit, to revive the ſpirit of the humble, an4 to revive the | 
heart of the contrite Ones, God miniſters moſt ſpirituall con- 
folation to him that is moſt low and baſe in his owne eye, 
and apprehenſion, 

2. This makes the ſoule of man moſt invincib/e, The low 
fhrub endureth all the guſts, and blaſts of wind, abiding f.t 
rooted ; No winds of trouble or temptation can over-throw 
the humble though they may a lietle ſhake him : The humble 
puts a ' /ow price upon the world, the gaine of it doth | 
not much aF:& him, the loſſe of it doth not much diſquiet 
him + He leanes not on himfſelfe, or any other arme of fleth, 
his whole * is upon Chriſt ; Chriſt is. the * frengrh 
by which he ſtandeth, the light by which he walketh, the 
crowne and portion in which he rejoyceth, and nothing can 

him from Chriſt : Satan hath leaſt porungey. os 

a temptation upon him : The proffers of the world have 
norelliſh with him, the menaces of men raiſe no terrour in 
him ; Chriſt is every way ſo compleat in his apprehealion, 
that he accounts both: the favour and the hatred of the world 
as nothing, being crucified tothe world,and the world allo | 
unto him, Bede relatcs a pocticall fiction of a man whom they 
called Terre filine, who fought with a tyrant named Hercu- 
les. This Terre filins when he was weary caſt himſ:lfe on the 
ground, and recovered: his {trength,which Hercules percei- 
ving lifted him up into the aire, and fo overcame, and ſlew 
him. Inlike manner man fighting with Satan, humbling and 


abaſing himſclfe, abhorring himſclfe with Fob below the duſt 
and aſbes, renewcth his , and th invincible ; 
but Satan lifting. him up, him with high and proud 


f | thoughts | 


'F; 
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Efteeme with God, == | 223 


thoughts of his owne worth, prevailes againſt him, obtaines 
victory over him. Pride makes man a ſlave to Satan ; humili 
makes man vitorious over him, T be meek (according to that 
of the Prophet) ſhall * increaſe his ion in the Lord, The ſoule| * 1-19 1% 
which is truly bumble: drawes matter of conſolation out of 

all \vff:ring, and from every eſtate and condition wherein the 

Lord ſets him, 


beloved of God who 1 moſt ont of love with himſelfe. The 
humble ſoule is moſt capable of ſpirituall inſtruction t The 
beſt ſcholhe is Chriſis ſrhooley mol ofa unto Gods 
precept, t ervant in Chriſts family; witfnll in 
every good worke, moſt apt to every pn duty, the choiſeſt 
Tree in Gods Orchard ; moſt ſincere and full in the intend- 
ment of Gods glory, the trueſt lover among all the friends of 
God j moſt thankeſnl tor all bleſings, the beſt receiver and 
improver of Gods mercies ; moſt apprehenſive of Gods perfe- 
ions 3 moſt aff:Red with Gods goodnefle, the greateſt ad- 
mirer of Gods and Chriſts excellencics, and therefore moſt 
deare to God of all others.7's ) rh mon (faith the Lord) wil I y If 66.4, 
looks, with the eyes of my love ſolacing and accepting him, 
with the eycs of my mercy pardoning and forgiving him ; 
and with the eyes of my care and providence, ſweetning and | 
diſpoſing all for good unto him : Even ro him that 14 poore and | 
of a contrite fþirit, and trembleth at my ) word, To him will I 

looke when he hearcth my word, diſpenſing my grace unto 

him ; when he prayeth, returning a gracious anſwer to him ; | 

when he mourneth, putting all bis teares into my bottle, comfor- 

ting him ; when heis in ditreſle, delivering him ; and when 

he 1s in want, ſupplying him : God is yery wonderfull in his | 

gracious manifeltations to ſoulcs hlled with humility and | 
meekneſſe, to men denying themſclves and their owne afe- 

Gtions. The * ornament of 4 mecke fpirit us in the ſight of Goda 7 1 Per.y,3. 


| thing of great price ; a cortrite and a broken ffirit God will not 


deffiſe. Mans eſtimation with God is ſtable to bis diſcitima- 
tion of himſclfe. 4-Exalcatioa 


4+ This doth very w vamide ates, Hothat i moſt of 
_ }- T3 bumble | 


CRISS —— ——— 


3. This exceedingly indeares man nnto God, He that is leaſt | 3-Endearewer | 
in his owne eye is greateſt in the eſteeme of God : He is beſt | * 49 19God. 
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ham\l: is mot honourable, Mans felf-denyall ever tends to 
þ lung. 6, ſe fe hall be ex4/ted ; The hamble foule is the * wefſet which 


_ 12. 2. oye. rows in the kingdome, Adoſes was the 
on 


| 
£ Mat 18, 4. | and glory : He that 1s « /-af, through ſelf-denyall,holy abaſe- 


nn CE 


324 (| Good hofing for God. 


6 Luk.14-11, his cxaltation 2 Tt is Chriſts promiſe, he chat * humbleth hing. 


God iilleth with the wine of his choiteſt grac?, the Temple 
in which the Spirit of God dwelleth, the ſervant whoſe 
« Pal 10.17, Works the Lori accepteth, the * Petitioner in whole prayer 
the King of mzrcics delighteth, the Favourite whom the 

[King of Kings honoureth, the Syew/e whom the Prince 
'of peace reccivethin wedlocke, and the friend to whom the 
d?fal.25.9,14 © Secret of the Lord is imparted, God commuaicates great ho- 
| Nour v ito them, who for his honour are contented to abaſe 
| themf-lycs in the eycs of men, David was content to appeare 
ex Sam 6, 24, outwardly vile, yea © more vile, that he might honour God, 
| and God made him more honourable, confiraxing and ſtreng- 
MOORE? MAR 

, @ man that had low thoughts of himſclfe, a man of 

Mebo. na. —_ perfeRtian.in the way and worke of ſelf-denyall, re- 
all the honour of Egypr,and chufing to endure aftlition 

with Gods people : But made him moſt honourable, 
called him = unto himſelf: in the Mount, and made him 
| the leader of his people : It is good loſing for God, the in-| 
| curment of diſhonour fur God is recompenced with og 
Mat, 3. teſt honour from the hand of God ; The Baptiſt abaſed him- 
felfe very low to exalt Chriſt ; he told the people that ſuch 
| was Chriſts dignity, worth and excellency, that he Was nos 
Þ os hg n 3 oo roacer geen latobet of hu fbooe ; and 
| very highly honoured him, telling the e, that 
there was not 4 borne of women then the Baptiſ®, Man is 
ever ſo mach the more precious in the eyes of Chrilt, by how 

much the more deſpicable he is in his owne, and other mens 

eyes for the love and cauſe of Chriſt. There is more honour 

in the humble mans ignominy, then in the proud mans pomp 


ment, and unfained humiliation, ſoul be greateſt in Gods King- 
dome ; Greateſt in ſpiricuall liberty and freedome, in the 


. Seer and  Ancalare of SanRification, in Gods account and acceptation, 
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ell bendmenin reffelt of the humble, 
pon Fe that lo perm SR Frecents lathe 

: a great cedome : He 
that is meſt hath tho greateſt matte of greek con- 
terred\on him, and whereſoever is moſt grace there is moſt 
freedome : Where the bffirir of the Lord u,thers it liberty (Gith 
the Apoſtle) The humble man is free frem i in his 
und ing, With the lowly there 12 i Wiſedome(faith Solomon ) 
red rapes res in indgement (faith the P/almiſt) 
= that is er ng hath bm br comfortable 
diſcerning myſteries of Gods Kingdome ; He is tree 
from perver/eneſſe and frowardneſle in his will, to * will that 
which g uu preſent with him ; ready at hand,his foulc is yery 
{ trongly bent and inclined therennto ;; as the rivers to flow 
downe the channell : Holy and religions datics ſuite with 
him, as the Sunne with theeye, and the with the foot ; 


| 


* 


| 
| 


he is free from much vanity 1n his ts, vaine thoughts 
doe not lodge with him 5 his of God archigh and 
henourable, his thoaghts of himſelfe are low and hamble, his 
{ thooghts of Chriſt are ſweet and full of admiration, his 
thoughts of finne are forrowfull and full of deteſtation, his 
thoughts of the world are ſlcight and contemptible, his 
th tits of the werd wad werke of Godare plectureant de- 
lightFull : He is free in his heart from obſtinacy and hardndſſe, 
| his heart is ſoft and tender, membling at the word of God : The 
Law of God is in his heart, and he delightsto doe the will of 
God ; he is free from baſe and ſervile feare, carnall confidence, 
For tmp ocrnpd ware ings inkle Rn free from 

impatience mgs in m 
| eto in his low and empty eſtate, free from high 
and exalting thought: inn his greateſt earthly fulneſſe, free from 
limiting and x Frog In in his hardeſt conflias and 
ren , free p - mor the werlly 

reatenings, inticed with the wor waſſons, corrwpte 

| with the worlds proffers, ſtdaced by the worlds example, or 


b 2 Cor.z, 17. 


# Prov. 11.3. 
Pals 5 9» 


k Roms7.18, 
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intengledin the ſnares of Satan ; very ſweet and comfortable, 
| very pleaſant and is the le mans ener 
| fall are ſlaves and bondmien/in reſpeRt of them in whom 
| 4 wrought the wotkof Slt-devyall, | 
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Tedd, peaceable, 


Wi This makes men very peareahle, The meaſure of many 
agcardiog tothe meaſure of mans humility and (<lt; 
Parry The hamble man doth-not grieve, but rc, ard at 
ity of others, doth not hiader, but deiighteth- 19) 
rs Fart » of other mens welfare ; doth nor Slings 
miniſter any off:ge, but patiently eadureth i0zurics, puts 


the boſt-interpr thugs doubtfull ; bumility and 
ſelf- denjal, as the Pk bo of Love, /afferech oe and 
ia hind, envieth not, vauntetb not it ſelfe, 1 not puffed «p, doth 
net: behave it ſelfe nnſeemely, » ſeekerh not it” 5 owne, 14 nut eaſily 
woes Faw: no Frking wy ama gb ” Rn reuo eerh 

he trut all thing 1,beleeveth alltbing:,bopeth. alt 
b all things. . Pride, 18 the hf the pk of 
contentioa ,. humility and :1t-denyall. prevents © fvite; and 


preſerves peace ameng men ; there 18.no hope of his liv: 
with any man, who is at variance with the tune 


pores hw .at the very. 
eerrhcroml wha 


bn: Ga bal be 


 on- bet CO EIRRY MR a I a gonamat " 
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Econccit > humility 
chaearroeas anfancd embracc- 
taleratipn of othey mens 5 pride, 


t DAONS! Ls 2þ Rogirup bg aug corpora S 
a7 guar 5:26 lireyad Jobs p z&c. 
t ich arc a ſwcllog kind | 
rye oy ”_ T romed Angus wa om proppRndons wane. 
low aw Doey can wake 


| 


God as the famine 1weerens bread, and makes: the rycfien- 


—_— 


ralleyes ; cheerful ir in every tryall and trouble, able to comnt 58 
all toy to fal into manifUt fermpratrons ; Frofitable under affli- 
wn, as tlic vine under the hand of the Pruner drefling it 
capabte of the word of Ged, as the broken ground of the ſeed 
ane the cmpry veſſcll of water : E very word of Gods a Star 
of ſome light, a flower of ſome comfortable {mell,and a cloud 
of ſore retreſhnient tothe humble : This fils the foule with 
very Cleare and 10yfill, high and honourable appr God, 
He that hath t lowelt thoughts of hunſelte , hath the 
Higheſt thoughts of God ; This makes Chrift very wel- 
come, very amiable in the cye of the ſoule, the'faireſt of 
ten thouſand + As the Sunne 1o' him that is. in darkenefle, | 
as the river to him that thirfterch, or the Phyſitian to him 
that is extreamely pained , mans ſence of ſclf- incfſe, 
makes Chriſt very precious : This ſweerens the word of 


ger of God as an Atigell 'of God , orone-'of a thouſand : 

This diſpoſcth man to every good dary- ; this makes the 
yoake of © hriſt eaffe, the - fexriep of Chriſt +7 pms 
fering for Chriſt comfortable 2 This makes the-inward 

very » Joyfull, when the outward man is Joaden with noch 
affliion, the whole mar heavenly minded, graciouſly dr(- 
poſed holily exerciſed, abudaritly thriving in all well- 
doing , and inceſſant in "the way _- to the _ 
Kingdome. And thus you have ſcene myſterie , 
worth and dignitie, frurt and ner Tory of bet 
denyall. Moſt ſweet and bleſſed is that mans Condition, 
who is truly humble, ha 


wroughta through Sclt- 


- Lone cs ry God hath | 
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|hathno cauſe of glorying in himfclfe, but all his glory is in 
wnoitec 


Chriſtian hiſs aborrowed lh, Wo 


Cnar XVIIL 
The ſecond generall Parr, 
Spiritual Vivifieation. 


"ook firſt dics, and then is quickened, and fpringeth 
up into a greene and flouriſhing blade : Man firſt dyes to 
iane, and then lives to God : The Syens is firſt removed out 
the-old-and naturall ſtocke, and then he is grafted into 
ſtocke, -becom:s a living branch in another Tree : 
firſt denyes himſclfe, goes out of himſclfe, ceaſeth from 
hicmſclfe, and then he is .ingrafted into Chriſt, Chrilt lives in 
ſhim, and he livesin Chriſt, according to this of the Apoſtle 
here, 11ive, yet not./; but Chriſt liveth im-wne... 
The fecond” generall thing! obſerved 'in-theſe words, is, 


7 of grace: Th oof anita «a beromdlf hat 


t net-of himſclfe but another, it is no naturall, but a 
joe fr rey A, i originally from man, but 
wative and flowing from z Every Chriſtian h 
wondroully enriched by Chriſt, yet is-rery poore of himſc 
his very ſpirituall life is a g ; Sinne hath made 
man extreamely -poore, it hath not onely robbed him, but 
alſo ſlaine him, it hath utterly taken the life of grace from 
him, and none but-Chreſt can quicken him, The Chriſtian 


' Chriſt ;- the very of true Chriſtians is from Chriſt 
Jeſus ; Chriſt is both the fountaine filling, and the life 
ickening them '; they cannot but acknowledge with P awd; 

f 1 Chrift lives in them, 

In the words we have, 
I: Aterme of oppoſition, But- 
2: —__— hour, Chriſt he is the Author of this 


= , 
3. 4» AA, liveth; Chriſtians live not the life of grace by 


| 
ht. A A ——— 


it. iving/ in all them that live the | 


themſclycs,it is received from Chrjſt, 
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1 ſtanding. 


| Zang 
| 4 | 
{þ [1tuall lite, 


"© Tifeef rave from Triſh F 
A Swbieft, in. me. True believers are the only ſubjeR of 


t irſt of the terme of ion, bur, a word ſignifying 
an oppoſition of things in that ſenſe in which things are 
oppoſed, Labour not for the meat (faith Chriſt) which peri= 
ſheth," but for that meat Which endureth wnto everlaſting life, 


lay up for your ſelves treaſures in Heaven : 
it is Apoſtles 
What the will of the Lord ts : And be not wich wine 
wherein # exceſſe, but be filled with the Spirit + And thus the 
Apoltle here, 7 live, yet. not. {, but Chrif# liveth in me : 1 
live indeed, but it is not of my ſclfe, but from Chriſt, it is not 
of nature, but of grace, Chriſt is the root of ſpirituall life m 


me. 

It u plaine and manifeſt to the feeling and experience of Gods 
chldren that they have hey dr are and holineſſe ye 
themſelves, but from Chrift Jeſus : . they know that Chriſt 
is the authour- and finiſher of their falvation ; they know 
that Chriſt is in them. : &xamine your ſelves, proove your 
ſebves, know yee not that (wiſt 19® in you, except -yee be re- 
probates, faith the Apoſtle : We kyow (faith $, Zobn) that we 
are of God, quickning, regenerating, .cnli and fan- 
Aifying us ; and we that the ſoune God 14 come, and 
bath given ns an underſtanding to know- him that 14 true, and 


we are in him that is true, even-in his ſore Jeſs hy 
is the true God and ctcrnall life ; they know that Chrift 


and again, lay net wp for your ſelves treaſure on earth, ® but |» 


on 


| 


is in them, as a roo! enlivening them, as a Sun iUuminat 
them, as a Refiners fire purging them, The woman of 
Shanewm 1 knew that the Prophet had raiſed her dead ſon 
to life, the children'of God know that Chriſt hath raiſcd | 


their ſonles which were dead in ſinnes and treſpaſſes ; the 


have experienceof Chriſts 


oyoning the cycs of their under- 
4aman knew that For 


dan 


leprofie whi 


ſas,and by the Spirit of God. 


w Ioh,6.27, 


02 Cor.1z.s. 
Þ 1 Joh, 5,20; 


q zKin,'s. 


blind man = knew. that whereas he was blind he did now \r 1okus | 
| ſee, and that Chriſt had opened his: cycs, Gods children | a Kin 5, 


had waſhed away the |* * £91.69. 
clave unto him, Gods ſervants \ know that they | 
RTE) apr and juſtifedin the name of the Lak Jo 

_—_ 


Mat.6, |} 9,2% 


And fo likewiſe | epbeſ.5.17,18 
charge z be not wmviſe, but hnrfandig| 7 0 


| / 


| 


lh. . _ 


The ground” 
hereot, 


| 


Mans life of 
holines of 
Chill, 


t 4 Pet by 


w{oh-4.1 4,19» 
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w Eph 4.19: 
4« 2Corg't7 
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{ y 1 Cor.z6, 


. | "0 | 


Evangelilt) 4s 'recerved him, to them * gave he power to bee 
come the ſonner of God: which were borne not of blood, not 
by the Nobility and dignity of their Parents, according | 
Aon bor Cools je ouch api pd en the 
ability-.and frength - of nature, not any attivity, 
liberty or free dome of their owne ; nor of the will of man, 
not by the art or induſtry education or inſtrution of man, 
but of God : It is not_in the power of man to regenerate 
man, God uſerh man ashis inſtrument, but God himfſclfe ac- 
compliſheth the worke, as a ſupreme and free agent, when 
and. where he plcafſeth, Man is an alien to the » life of God, 
and can no more raiſe himfelfe to a ſpiritnall life, then 
Lazarm could raiſe himſelfe to a naturall life : Mans con- 
verſion is a mew * creation, which is- as farre beyond the 


\ Life If grace from Chriſt, | T. 
Gods children know that of themſelves, rhey &+ Sud In fe [- 
and eſpaſſes and that Chriſt is the authour of ſpiritual! life ni 
unto them ; they know that of themfclves they are emp! of 
of all fpirituall good; and that Chrilt is the fountaine ti ns 
ling them ; they know 'that in their natorall eſtate they li 
arc the ſlaves of Satan;the bond-=men of the world, the ſervants rs 
of corruption, and that "Chriſt alone is the worker of their | t} 
freedome,the beginning and the end of their ſilvation, tl 
The lis ot grace and holineſſe 5 nor of man but of Chrift, t 
ng child in the courſe of nature can _ it 1:Ife, but is t 
begotten of another Parent i no child of God in the way f 
of grace is the authour of his owne regeneration and new 
birth, but 4 * begotten ag ain by the Ve ſurrettion of Pew Chrif, 
the Spirit of God perſwading them of the truth, informin | 
them in the virtue, and applying to them theqpower an ( 
efficacy of Chriſts reſurrection, Ach them ogaing Wie | 
ook rm A roar prnn « Farr recet» 
ving of ſpiritual! life and new-birth ; «As mary (faith the 
{ 
| 
| 


power of man, as the forming of himſelfe ofnothing, All 
[the inſtraments of {pirituall life are Y dependant , no more, 
| able to _ the ſoule of man, then Gehazs with his 
| Maſters (taff: was able to raiſe the woman. of Shuxemr| 
fonne to life without Eliſha himſelte ; the life of the foule 


is hidden in Chriſt, and he that hath nor Chriſt is farre from 
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al ſpirituall life. — 
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: No experience of newlife no child of God. 
Such therefore as have no experience of Chriſts-comnmu- 
nicating the life 'of grace and bolinefle untothem are none 
of Cods children z their life 1s 2 #arxrall, a worldly, a car- 
nall, and not a ſpirituall,, a heavenly and holy life ;. they 
live by a flefly and not by a ſpirituall principle, by a cor 
rupt and. humane, and not by a divine. and heavenly ' rate, 
they live unto themſelves and not to Chriſt ; they are of 
themſelves, and they incline and twove to themiclves as 


CI, AM 


to their proper Center, they confine themſelves within 
themſelves, they can nor looke, nor move beyond thein- 


__ wholy of flethly principles, having no other then 


ly and carnall manner , and not perceiving the things © 
God, which are ſpiritually diſcerned 4/avowring and reliſh» 
ing only things carnall and flethly; winding only that which 
is vaine, corrupt and carthly ; Walking by a ficthly rule, the 
imagination of their owne heme 3. and propoſing a flethly 


ſhly ingredierits in it, 1that 4 fleſh diſcerning after «fleſh 


end, the fatisfation of their owno corrupt and imfull lufks; 
they. are not of God, ag a childe is of Fs Parents,. they 
beare not 09;then) the Image of God, as. a child doth bearg 
the image of. his Father z they ame as ppen Gan 60.9 
child depends upen his Parents ; they abide not with God 
as a child wich his Parents ; they receive not Gods inſtru 
_—_ a childa receives his fathers inſtryFion ; they love: 
wee, God as a child his Parent ; the Glixhe noe in. God a) 
a child rejoyceth: in his Parents ; the meditation of God, 
is not ſweet, the thought of Gods preſence. is not plca» 
fant to them z they frequent not Gods houſe, they. make 
it not their dwelling, and place of their delight, as chil» } 


dren doc theit, Fathers houſe +. He that is, without Chrilt | 
ts without God, e of God, a ſtranger to God, an 6 
newy againſt, God. Chriſt is the Jacobs ladder by whom/ 
God cometh unto man, and man aſcendeth unto God. God 
is knownc 4+ a Father-of love, God is belecved 11382 king| 
of mercicy, God-is felt avd taſted asthe fount \graca| 


and goodnefle :0oly; in and thorough Chriſt } He that 


in| 


FR * 


go OI ene holtacs | 


z31 
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No experience! 


of new life no 


child of Gods 


ſelves. That Which 4 of the fleſh; of a fleſhly vriginalt, com» | © 1993.6 
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in him, is under the death offin, and hath no cleare know- 
ledoe, no comfortable remembrance, ne blefſed taſte are 
feelin ng, no hononrable and ſoul-raviſhing apprehenſions of 
God; no delight in God, no comfortable communion with 
God 3 __ _—_ and a prehend God loving, mercifull and 
Cious, h Chriſt nn Frog in us the 
[5 of true aw fd wah thoughts of God are more or leſſe 
joyous and «(2m according to the meaſure of Chriſts 


workiag Withi 


—_ 


ORF 
| _ Cuan, Xl Xa 


He ſecond thing Jn thefs words is an agent or Anthor, 

and that is Chriſt, Chriſt liverh in his Saints, he is 
the yon of _ life ; the life: of Gods children hath a 
\Piral Ted , it is not from a natursll, but from 
DL 


of that life hich ;hrilt doth mi- 
niſter unto us = —_ which goes not by generation, 'but 


TE life communicable by no crenture, dil- 


= _ lives of hi , and gies wc 


others inplenre taco to $.Þawlr 0 
ther Chrif lived in va the bow otic | ms to 


| That lag-Hon, the mn: ffiritadll life to all Gods 


children ; he raiſed the body of to a «bet i he 


BER: communicated by earthly Parents, 14 an 


life of nature is farrz 'inferiour to the| 


n wP_uAAY Ram» MH! 


Mans alienavion from the life of prog | . 20 


hath «bofer: to ſalvation ; Chriſt, faith S. John, hath power 


Father hath viven bim, all that partake of the life of grace, 
derive and burrow the fame from Chriſt; who is the way 

leading, the wah cnlightning, and the life quickning un» 
to life everlaſting, and Ss Apoſt'e faith, oxr /ife « hid wit 

Chriff in God, as the life of the branch is hid inthe root ; and 
Chrilt is called, owr /ife, by S, Paxb, and or life, or the au- 

thour of {pirituall life, he is in us, by way of Revelarion,] 
he opens and ſhewes the way to life, without Chriſt we are 
all in darknefſe and the ſhadow of death, and no man knows 
the Father but the Sonne, and he to whom the Sonne will 
reveale him. Our life he likewiſe is by way of mer iteriens| 
imperration, he hath purchaſed lite for us. Our life by way 
of original ; the life of grace is originally in Chriſt, and 
from him communicated unto us. Our life by ny of ope- 
ration, he quickneth us by the powerfull worke of his Spi- 
| rit. And our life by way of con'wnfion ; he unites himſclfe, 
' communicates himſelfe , and all his benefits to us, as the 
| Prophet applyed himſelfe to the woman- of Shwnews | 
| 


fonne, and rayfed him to life. And that Chriſt is the 
\ Authour of fpirituall life to Gods children is appa» 
rent, 


,* without t 
treſpaſſes, mwice dead and plucked wp by the roots ; and it is 
in Chriſts hand alone to quicken him, Lord, ſaid Perer to 
our Saviour, whither ſhall we goe, thew haſt the words of etor« 
all life : the word revealing, promiſing and working life in 
all that are ordained unto life. 


the ayre by the Sun, fulnefſe of water is diſpenced by the 
Sea unto the earth ; the fulnefle of «/E£gype was diſpenced 


ts gout Joſaph ;, the fulneſſe of God is diſpenced 


F whom 


over «ll flrſh that te ſhould give life to 4s muny 44 God the b Ioh 17.2, 


r, By mans alienation and eſtrangement from the life : 

ace without Us the branch without the root, the bo» nI—_ 
oule hath no life ; man without Chriſt! tiva from the 

is a withered branch, a dead carcaſſe, dead in ſinnes and life of grace, 


2. By Chriſts ordination and appointment to miniſter all edu owturert 
things to Gods choſen ; the Fullneſſe of light is diſpenced to| g.r ute, | 


25 im men by Chriſt ; Chriſt is the Sunne. by 


| 


6 Eph.t.6 {| 


of any created 
power tO mi-+ 
niſter the life 
of grace, 


3 Inſufficiency} LA 
' life of grace to man ; this is aboye the power of men and 


Creature inſufficiens. | 
whom they are enlightned ; the roor by whom they are en- 
livencd ; the Store- houſe by whom they are enriched ; the 
fountaine by whom they are repleniſhed, they are bleſſed 
with all ſpiritzail bleſſings in ('briſt, God convaycs all in 
mercy uato man thorough Chrilt ; nothing proves a blc{- 
fing unto man, but what he hath by vertue of his con- 
jun&on with Chriſt ; there is no relation of love and peace | 
betweene God, and the fonule of man, but only in and through | 
Chriſt, Jacob and his ſfonnes found favoar with Pharaoh, 
only for oſephs fake, Chriſt is theonly Aſedium of mans favor 
and acceptance with CGod,he alone 5s made of God to be wiſdome,| 
righteow/neſſe, ſanttification and redemprion unto man: God hath 
put the very whole of mans happineſl< in Chrilt J -fus. 

3. By the inſufficiency of any created power 10 miniſter the 


Angels ; the diſpenſation of life is peculiar to him that is 
Lord of bfe z the induſtry of man is uſed indeed as an in- 
ftrument of ſpiritual vivitication, but the efficacy is from 
Chriſt ; to this worke all created ſtrength without Chriſt 
is like the ſtrength of «£gypr in another caſe ro /er fill, the 
diſe.ſed woman in the Golſpell ſpent all her ſubſtance up- 
»» the Phyſitians, and yet there was no healing, man may | 
ſpend all his time and ſubſtance upon the creature, and the 
creatnre may ſpend all its ability about man, and yet when 
all is done, withont Chriſt there will be no fpirituall quick- 
ning; Am [ a Ged(faid the King of 1/rae! to Naaman) 
to kill and to make alive, that this man doth ſend unto me fo, 
recover a man of h1 I-profie:Thus may the holielt Saint and moſt 
glorious Angell ſay, Am I a Godto kill and to make alive, to kill 
{in and to enliven the foul, that man ſhould looke to me for 
{pirituall vivification,the ſufficiency of the choyſcſt creatures 
isa borrowed ſufficiency,derived from Chriſt, anithe etficacy | 
and working thereof is wholy — rg Pon age l 
4. By the dignity and excellency of ſpiritual life ; a like of that 
Be you. and Ro that none but Chriſt, who is life it 
{elf, can communicate it ; a ſeed which none but Chriſt can 
fow, atree which none but Chriſt the great Husbandman of 


the ſoule can plant ; thelife of grace ariteth from a prindele 
c 
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| |  Spiriinall Life excellent, 


_ C——— — 


farre more netle then thelife cf nature ; Sand was hed and 

ſhoulders above the refieuect the people ; the life of grace 

is head and ſhonlders, very high and farre atove the life of na- 

ture; whither vegitive, ſenſible or reatenable 5 Job ſomerime 

ſaid of wiidome : Where ſtall Wiſdome be fonnd, and Where is 

the place of wnder ſtanding , man kneweth nor the price thereof, | 

meither is it feund in the lard of the living, the depth ſaith it | 

is mot in me, and the Sera ſaith it is not With me : thus may | 

we fay of fpirituall life : where ſhall fpiritnall life be found? 

and where 1s the place of true and faving grace? man knoweth ' 

| not the price theref,ncither 15 it found in the land of the living; | 

Nature faith it is not in me; Art and induſtry fay it is not with | 

us, this life ixchid With Chrift in God Tt is hid in God,in regard 

of theoriginal preſervation, protetion and continuance of itzas 4 Col.z. 

the life of the branch is hidden in the root, and the life of the | 

ftreame in the fountaine ; it is id in God, and there and no- 

where els it is to be found, therfore terme4 the © life of God ; | 

for the fpirituall-originall and celeſtiall excellency therof, re- * Eph 418, 

generation and yenthnanrs bn all lives, the moſt excellent | 

lite, which God communicateth unto man, becauſe God doth | 

then very graciouſly and ſweetly live in man,and man enjoyes | 

the life of (30d, when Cod doth fanRitic and guide man by his | 

' Spirit,and this life is aſcribed by our Sayiour to the Spirit; as to 

the proper cauſe of it:the fleſh profiteth nothing,st is the Spirit that 

quicknerh;and all the faithfull are born again of the Spirit, begor- | 

ten of God by the werd of truth, & as they have the moſt noble | 

& excellenrParent,fo they have the moſt honorable &cminent | 

life,a life of ſuch dignity that none but God can communicate. | 

| $5-By the medium of ſpiritual hfe:conjurRion with Chriſt by 

faith is the medium of this life,as the naturall life is a copjun- | 5, The Medi. 

ion of the body with the foule ; fo the ſpirituall life is a con- | um of th 5 life, 

union of the ſoul with Chriſt and his Spirit ; Chriſt is the | ConjunRtion 

cad and they the members : Chriſt is the Vine and they the -— —_ 

branches. being enlivened by their conjunRion with Chriſt, | 7 

the members are enlivened by the head, and the branches | 

by the Vine, and'befievers coming to Chriſt, as to 4 living | 

Srone, are ſaid as lively ſtones to be built 4 ſpiritnall howſe : 

In which words, Chrilt is likened- to a Stone for his 
ſtrength 
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ſtrength -and ſtedfaſtneſſe, for his truth and unchangeablenes, | 
for his union of Few and Gentile, and for his ſupportation 
of all Gods children; to an elett and precious ſtone , for his 
| worth and cxcellency, and to a {5ving fone, for his cver- 
| { living vertuc, miniſtring the life of grace to all the faith- 
| full, and preſerving them therin to the life of glory, and all 
| | truc beleevers are called vely ftones ; for their being founded 
upon Chriſt, and colivened by Chriit, the head-ſtone; and of 
| | this life a ar te by coming unto Chriſt; comming to 
| | Chriſt, by the dorineof the Goſpell inviting them, and by a 
; lively faith m_ apon him,incorporated into him,and recci- 
ving ſpirituall ife from himzand this is Chriſts promiſe, he char 
beleeveth in,me, that is united and joyned unto me, and madc 
one with me by faith, be /ha/llive,hc (hall live the life of grace 
firſt,and the life of glory laſt ; and it is the plain aſſertion of the 
Evangeliſt, het har beleeveth on the Son hath ever) afting life, he | 
hath it in incboation, by the work of graccyhe hath it in pron /e 
by faith, he hath it in expeRation by hope; he hath that lite 
begun in grace, which (hall be conſummate in glory, 
| 6 Oppoſition 6. By the oppoſition made ag ainſt rhe working of this life in the | 
| againit the | ſowles of men; the working of grace intho heartsot 1nen is 
work 1g0f ſpi-} poſed by corruption,as naturall life is oppoſ-d by death,all men 
| rituall life, by nature being dead in ſs and treſpaſſes ; this lite is oppoſed by 
fn, as naturall health is oppoſed by a mortall, an ov:r-twaying 
{ and incurable difcaſe ; the cure ofthe diſ:aſed woman in the 
Goſpell, was ſo oppoſed by her bloody iſlas, that no Phyfition 


] - 236 | | Lifedf grace oppoſed. 


| 


| could curc ber,(hc beſtowed all her ſubſtance upon the Phylici- 
| ons in yainc, ſhe could not be healed untill ſhe came to Chriſt; 
the cure of the diſcaſe of hn is ſo difficult, that neither the mi- 

niſtry of man, or Angell can accompliſh it; Chriſt alone is the 
| Phyſitian healing the diſeaſed foul of man;he is the ſon of righ- 
tcouſnes woo hath bealing in his wings ; in the wings of his ordi- 
nances inſtrumentally,in the wingy of bis gracious gifts ando-' 
peration efficiently:the Apoſticlayeth down the oppolition of 
| Sin oppoſerh [iN againſt the working of ſpirituall life 4. ways. 1, Through ig 

- 


rrituall life, | 2974806, alienated from the life of God, thrawgh the * ignorance 
| i By ignorance} that 5s inchewithey are ignorant of the abſence and: want of it, 
| f Eph.4. 18,1g-| they ſuppoſe they. are alive to. God, when they are dead: in; 
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£0 Hareneſſeofbears, unſonſcebleneſſe. ; 237 | 
 firme ;/ they are ignorant of the Original and Anthour of this 
life ; they know not that he that hath net the Sonne hathnot | 
life ; they are 4gnorant of the meaves working'it, they know 
not that the word is the word of life, thar the Goſpelſis the 
power of Cod unto ſalvation, the immortall feed of mans = 
generation ; they are ignorant of the weceſſiry of this life of 
grace, they thinke there is a greater latitude in Religion then / | 
there is, they know not'that the way to lifeis a narrow. way, | Y 
they 1magine they may doe well enough, though they be not | 
{foftrit and ſozealous as others are ; they are ignorant of that | 
| worke of { briſt, of that holy and gracions change of heart, 
of that faith, repentance, purity of heart, and circum; 
walking which belongs to this life. And thus, through th cir 
| janorance doe they undcrvalue it and oppoſe the workin g 
thereof. 


2. Their corruption doth oppoſe it through the hardreſſe ' z.By bardneſſe 
of their hearts, bein ali-nated from thelife of God rear. of heart. 
the har aneſſe which is in them. This hardneſſe of heart makes 
them wncapable of the word of life, as the hard ground is un- ans 
capable ot ſeed : This caufeth them to refit the meanes of | ** 757 
| grace, as the hard rocke reſiſteth the rae diſtilling there- 
| apon': This makes them regwdleſſe, and F-areleſſe of all jadge- 
ments, and cominations ; Afﬀiition doth not better them, 
but rather make them worſe, as the anvill hardens under the | 
hammer : This makes them 1penirenr, they cannot mourne | 
| for their fines, any more then a hardrocke can ſend forth a | 
fireame of water. O Lord (faith Jeremy ) thou - haſt flricken £1453» | 
them, ve ns = he grieved , thou halt conſumed them. but | 
they have refuſed to receive corretion, they have made their 
faces harder then a rocke, they have refuſed toreturne ; and 
after their hardneffſe and impenitent heart (according to | | 
Saint Pan!) they treaſure np wrath againft the day of wrath ; | 
and thus their hardne(ſc of heart doth oppoſe the working of | 
| this ſpirituall life, | 
3. Their corraption oppoſeth this ſpiritual life through zB wiſh 
wnſenſebleneſſe; they areftrangers to this life (faith the Apolile) | fibleneſſe. | 
being paſt feeling, being unſenſible of their ſine, as a dead | 
man of his di FORT Ry Of dl als, 
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+ By cuing 
chem to give 
theam(lyes 


& 


over to laſciyi- 


C arrupllon diifo are raaute coll". 
and perilouſacſſ: of their condition, as-the drunkard ip Sa/o- 
mn had no apprebenlion of his daager 3 unfcabible! of the! 
word of inſtruRion, a5 adcafe -utly hang xg dreary 
{ſible of advic-and caun(ell r They bewe (lah the Prophet) 
but w1lerjtan; nat, they (ce but perecive not, they hearg Outs | 
wardly, but nut inwardly, they ſee contuſeyly, but not clear- 
ly, ;the, light thiaes upon them, but not within chem, they 
walkz nat ja th; light, . they are noe guided in their goings by | 
the light; they are u1feaGll; of-the charaZers and fymptomes | 
| of deſtruRion which arc upon them, as Ephraim ha gray | 
haires here and there upon him, howbeit hb: kneW it not - Ulaten- 
ible of the goodnell; and (weetnddl: of Chriſt, as adiltem- | 
ed palate 1s uaſeafble of th:fweernell: of the wine given 
' bim todrinke ; unſcn{jble of «the compre, and pleaſntneſſ: of | 
| ſpiritual life, as the dead arc unſn\ible of the joycs of the | 
| wing; and being chus palt feeling, eheyregard nx the lite of | 
grace, it is of no cft;ems with them, 
|” 4. Their corruption doch oppaſethe lif- of grace, by ca-| 
fing them Hy Ang tolaſtivieuſneſſe, to works un- 
cleanneſſe , £ofing and inclining thzm to evill, as hzavy | 
things incline dowaeward, ths whole carrcnt of their af | 
&Rions moving towards (igne (trengly,. ſpeedily, undcfatiga- 
| bly, and unchangeably, as the Rivers move towards the Sea ; | 
| foaking and ſurketing themſelves with, carnall delights and 
| pleaſures, as the draakard {oakes his fleſh with ſtrong drinke, 
| and the glutton. ſurfers, himſclfe with, ſweet ,meat zdeligh-| 
ting and. ſporting them(etves.in ſinne as the filh ja the water, 
 &rinking inuquity (as Jobipeaks) Like Water, as the dry ground 
' drinks un the water, and looks for mare; giving themſelves 
over unto (inns, as the ſouldiers to the (emtwrion, to be com- 
manded by it, to be wholly ſybjz to it, as the harlat tothe 
adulterer, proſtituting and laying themſclues.opcn uato finne, 
and prinzinz forthall thzir fruit ro Gaz, and this their ſer- 
viceableneſſ: to linac, delight and ow 1nfianc, voluntary 
aad full fabj2Aion under, linac, doth mightily oppoſe the 
working of th2 lif: of grace within them, ſa oppaling it 
thit none but Chriſt can worke-it. Baſfides, Satan doth alſa 
wich mach force aad fraud hinder this works, holding the 
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| char rhe glorious light of theG 
Hbowing by ull. meancs to hinder the rcgener 
children, repreſented in Saint ohms yion of the- Dragon, 
ready to devoure- the i womans childs as ſoone as it Was borne, 
| This worke the world alſo hinders, by 4i#tra?ting men with 
| worldly carts; by pidirg men with worldly wealth; by aens- 
| ftrins warty propbane” and 'foule-kewitching exainples, by 
with-bolding men from attendance upon (Gods ordinances, the 
meanes of life, bycboaking the word of Cod,the inſtrument 
of life, with worldly cares, by &ſaiing men to diſcerne and 
| judgearight of Chriſt, the Aurhour of life'; Such is the op- | 
| pofition made againſt the worke of grace jnthe foules of men, | 
{| that there is a mecre impoſhbility of attaining fp1rituall life, ' 
| | without the mighty workeof Chriſt the Lord of life. | | 
| 


| 
| t 


$Rev.in 4 
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| ng inthis the pride and vanity of ſuch men as dreame | Their pride | 
| Jof a power and ability in themſelves to reſtore themſelves opened who | 
unto ſpirituall life, As Sampſon burſt his withs,and went our ©'<2me of abt- 
when Dalilah cryed, the 7 hiliſtines are upon thee Sampſon. OT. 
, , re- 

Thus they thinke to breake the'chaines of finne,to come forth | gope theme 
of the grave of thefr corruption at their pleaſure, having the | ſelves co (pv 

- word of exhortarion to call them. Man indeed indowed with | ritual life, 
| true and ſaving grace may come 'when God cals him, as | 
| Sampſon went forth at the voice of Dalilah, while his lockes 
| were upon. him 4 but as Sempſen had no power to preſerve | 
| himſelfe- when his lockes were 'cut cf, no more hath man | 


deſtitute of ſaving grace any power to reſtore himſelfe to the | 
bite of grace, or to defend himſelfe againſt the adverfarics ol | 
V. 2 | $ 
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Mans maoilicy 
to thus worke 


2. Verer blind 
nefic, 

Luke 19 41. 
Ila,g,z1, 


$- Declinnion 


| at meanes, 


eal.58.5, 


4 Enmity 
againſt che 
miniſtery. 
Rom.8.7, 

| John 3.19, 
| Gal 4- 16, 

| 5.Swecneffe 
of Gn 

Job 26.12. 


6. Grace and 


their < ye, 
PR 14. 


| 


bolmcT: di- 
f>nourable io amiable; excellent and honourable, but that which is cither 
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Inspeace : The branch ca:inoe live "Ov pearar ermmmy vr fu 
{oule ai fparitnall life without Chriſt ; Manis wholly diſabled r 
; | unto this works, having ed rior-prineiple of grace re- - 
anaiciing-ir- hich, being a>Qily-ocidec the dominigh of finoe, | | | *| 
a> the ticead are nnder- the dominiomot death,! at as great a dis 5 
ſtance from the life of grace as they whochave been long dead, Þ 
| and divers dayes, like teins | | 
natare, on th 77 bond els blow 5(ir4dtok zi | 
- av Beirig blinded that they cannot: difcerne;the things | 
which tothcirſpiritadll vivificadon, from the things , 
ney 1 3r _ deltruttian, the þ gre} death are | ; 
w lite in DE as aans (mutton P 
withblindnefie theway lexding to. $amoi440 be the | 
way leading to ffſria. Thus worn the way which lea- bs 
derh anto/ death to be the way-leading unto life, they call |4 
"Tre elnthe meas of thi inn quick | 
, dectine the m&earie3 'o their fpirituzll quickniog, | 
the; ich 6. / pony | 


| yy ſtop their cares. againſt the voice w 
| and enliven them,they ſhut their cycs agaialt the light which 
ſhould illuminate them, 

4. They arc full of enmity againſt the miniſtery which 
ſhould conyert. them, "make,warre again the miniſtery | 
' of the word, as Sas! againk David : This troubles them as 
| the Star troubled Herod, the Miniſter is their cacmy becauſe | 
| he tels them the truth, 
| 5, Sinnes afiveet diſh'to their palate, they arcinCiriable | 
'in the commiſſion if it, their ſoulesare wedged to i, they 
| have made a'Covenantwith ir, they boaſt and glory in it. 

{ 6. The life of graceand holinefſ* is diihononrable and con- 
in their eye ; Nothing with them is beaurtfull and 


NN 
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for thematr:r or f>r the circumfances finfull : And therefore 
when the dead can raiſe themſelves out of their graves, when 
the ſtones can turne themſelves into fleſh, the chornes into 
vines, when the Leopard can change his ſpots, and the 
Blackamoore his $kinne, then may man by his owne power, | 
withoat the mighty worke of Chriſt, raiſc himſclfe to a new 
hfe, turne his hard into a tender heart, his barreo intoatru- 
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full foule, and his uncleane into a pure converſation. Were 
manfſcnlible of his emprineſſe of all ſpiritual} good, of his ob- 
ftinacy againſt grace, ot Is ſtreng and urchange-ble bent to 
evill, of the deſperate difpeſetiow of bis heart tofnne, of bis 
through ſ«b:ettion under Satan, and of the prophanc antipa- 
thy which is in Fis heart againſt grace, and of Þis i#nab:liry to 
receive it when it is prottered, he would never cxalt him» 
| ſelfe into Chrilts roome, and take upon him tobethe works 
| manc«t his owne converſion ; he would never continue in 
finne, preluming to repent at laſt, when he liſt ; doubtleſſe that 


man never felt the power of Chriſt in his converhon, that | 


dreames of a power in himſ-ite to convert and change him- 
| (clfe ; Preſarnptionof ſelt-goodnefle invincibly argues the abs 
| ſence of all ſaving goodneſſe : The diſcaſed came cither by 
| their owne ſtrength, or by the help of others to Bethesda ; 
| but when the foot was in the poole, it the Angell did not 

move the waters there was no healing : Man may come 
| to the mimſtery of the word by his owne ſtrength, and by 
| the perſwzlion of others ; but when he is come,and heares the 
| word,there is no healing uvlefle Chriſt worke mightily with 
| the Goſpell: For Paul plants and Apollo Waters but God grueth 


| the increaſe, 


ms” 241 | 
| 


| Is Chriſt the Author and worker of ſpirituall life 2 Then 
| we muſt addrefſc our ſelves to Chriſt, that Chriſt may quic- 
| ken and culiven ns, Whiles we (tand alocfe 0:7, and continue 
ſtrangers to Chriſt, we are all dead men, dcad {piritually 
while we live corporally ,alicnated trom the lite of Cod whiie 
we enjoy the hfe of men ; continuing (trangers t o Chriſt 
| we are all dead in finne; and as the dead know not any thing,no 
| more doc we ſavingly and comfortably know any thing of 
| God, of, Chriſt, of his word, or of the: Spwiret gracez we 
| are in derknefſe like the dead, we are blinde and groape at the | 


' upon them, no more haye we of; the ſinng which wounds us; | 
| and haſtens the ſecond death upon us 4 we are, as Sawat awd, 


noone 6ay 28 1n the midnight : As the dead have no feeling |,  c - 
of the diſcaſe which killed them, of the burthen of carth calt | net. 


——— — 


C omming un- 
to C hriſt for 
ſpiritual] life 


perſwaded, bce 
ing 27S dead me] 


wit>out Chill; 


1 For Igno. 
rance, 

E-c 9.5. 
If fs I'O' 


ble. | 


ſaid, paſt feeling : As the dead have no vigor,” no\trength, no - Fpb 4.1 9 
motion, no more have we any power, diſpelition, or anclt- ;-Weakpcle, | 
V 
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4: Vacomfar- 
tableacſ{c, 


g.ExclofGon 
from Car, 


6.Growing 
worſe. 


3 'They pro- 


ORE: Works without { Iwift ave dead. 
nation to any thing holy, and favingly good in the ſizhe of 
God. As the dead are an ancomfortable fþ:tacls, and caſt an n 
evill your, fo are we very unſavoury in Gods noſthrils, an r 
abomination in the eyes of God : As the dzad have no claims a 
or title ro any thing, their intereſt mm what they once enjoyed c 

x 
| 2 
4 

! 

| 

{ 


is loſt : Thas we have no title to Chriſt, no intereſt in Gods 
Covenant of grace ; and as the dead putrifie and rot more and | 
more, fo we grow worſe and worſe as long as we continae | 
without Chrilt. O therefore let us come to Chriſt that he | 

enliven us, as he raiſed Lazwrae, the Widowes ſonn?, ' 
and the Rulers daughter !- Let us come to Chriſt to raiſc our : 
foules, as the woman of Shunem came to the Prophet to raiſe . 
her dead fonne, ſhe made haſte to the Prophet ; we mult come 
ſpeedily. unto Chriſt, in the dayes of our youth, before we 
have continued long under the death and dominion of finne ; | 
the woman of Shunem-came humbly to the Prophet, ſhe caſt | 
her ſelfe downe at'the feet of the Prophet : We mult come | 
to Chriſt ja great hamility, humbling our ſ-lves before hin, | 
having oar hearts fall of ſorrow for our ſinne, earneſtly peti- | 
tioning the viviſication of our ſoules : The woman of Shu- | 
nem laid” bo1d uy0n the Prophets feet , and would not let 
him goe, untill he went with her and raiſed her ſonne, 
Thus myſt we lay hold on Chriſt, carry him with us, bring 
him home into the houſe of our hearts, that Chrilt may 
quicken ustothe life of grace here, and to the life of glory | 
hereafter. 

This likewiſe diſcoy:rs to us what all our works and ſer- 


| Chriſt, we are without ſ>irituall life ; and where isno life, 


vices are as long as we are withont Chriſt ; Chriſt is the Au- 
thor and worker of ſpirituall life; and while we are without 


there is no ation, no- motion ; where is no life of grace, 
ogg geo wen y no ſtirring jn the wayes of godlinefſ: : | 
All the workes of nitarall men, how ſpecious ſocver in out- 


ned netfroe, orks withont life: 
| fpicira ll life. | 
| 


ward appearance, yet they arc as the Scripture termes them, 
but dead workers ; their hearing, praying, receiving of the Sa- 
'crament, and other datics of righteouſnefle done by them are 


For 1. they procecd not from an» inward Principh of Firi- 
In 
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| Carnall Mans [orice ba/e,cold. | 243 


rr rs eames —_ 


twall life, all their motions in and abont the dutics of godli- 
netſe, like the- motions of Clockes and Watches, proceed 
not from life, but fromart, from the feare of hell, from the 
apprehenſion of death, from the ſence of affliction, from the! 
[es of the applauſe and favour of men, from the hope of| 
reaping the harveſt of ſome worldly benefit ; and therefore | 
| as the clecke ceaſeth his motion, when the Spring is downe, | 
-{o doe thee men uſually ceaſe their motion in the wayes of 
godlindle, when the outward loaditone which drew them, | 
is taken away, as-yron having no principle of hfe within it, 
ſtops it's motion-when the load{tone ts removed ; then they 
arc at aſtay, then they goe backe. 

2, Their ſervices, if we conlider the nature of them, th 


ns CES 


they deny the pawer of it : As adcad man hath the forme and 
lineaments of a living man, but not the power and vivacity of 
| a living man ; their works for the matter of them maybe 

morally and eccleliiſtically good, but not ſpiritually good $| 
their coine,their ſervice, 25 Jeremy termes it, 15 reprobate ſilver; 
Reprobate ſilver may have the ſtamp, colour, and ſimilitude 
of true coine, and yet is baſe mettall :* A naturall mans duties 
of {ervice, and obedience to God may have the fimilitude and 
colour of a ſpiritull mans fervice ; but when they are tryed, 
they are found to be counterfeit, abominable in the fight of 
God, how beautifull ſocver in the eyes of men : Swines blond | 
is of as cleare and perfe colour to the eye, as ſheeps bloud ;; | 
yet it is of another nature, and to ofFer Swines bloud under 
the Law was an abomination : Thus the ſervice of a carnall | 
man may have the outward colour of a regenerate mans fer- | 
vice, and be as pure and perfe& mn the outward appearance, as | 
= ſervice of the hoheft perſons, and yet it is of another na- | 
| 


*1 
. 


ture,and a very abomination in the ſight of God, | 
3. Their ſervices, if you looke upon the adjuntt of them | 
are cold ſervices ; coldneſſe is a Symptome of death, when a | 
man is dead, the whole man is cold ; the works of a naturall | 
jand carvall man arecold, they have noſpirituall life, no hea- | 
venly warmth, no yivacity and holy quickneſl: in them, 1t is | 
[ att. 52+ 
V 4 ſaid) _ 


— 


| 3 Morall,nor 


are but merall and ecclelialticall fervices, no Furitzall fervi- | oo mo 
ces ; They have (as the Apoſtle faith) a forme of godline(ſe,but KY 5, oe 
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| 344 || as Sinfter, fleſtly. kj 
faid of David that he had many cloathes,yet he got no heate : 


ous datics, and yet have no heate, no warith in thzm ; At 
the belt they are but like Ephraims cake halfe baked, like luke- 
warm? meat, {ach as 13 off=nlive to the ſtomacke, and there- 
fore Chriſt threatens #0 few them 0t of h14/ mouth ; they have 
nothing of the Spiritot od within them, whoſe working 
15 likened unto fire, making men fervext in Prayer, cauſing 
their hearts to 6x*»e within thear 10 hearing, as the heirs of 
the two Diſciples did ; this fire, this heavenly heate is wan- 
| ting, and therefore all their fervice is but as a facrihce withou! 
; fire, of no uf, of no acceptance with the Lord, 
4 Services ten. + 4, Their ſervices, it- you o>{:rve their ext, are arrowrs le- 
ding to bale. | yelled toalo'y marke ;; A dead mn canaot litt himſelf: up 
ends. | from the carth ; A min without Chrilt, and empty of ſpirt- 
tuall life, cannot looke above himfeite and his owae fizth in 
any thing he doth : The eff:& ever ſuites with the caſe ; the 
thorae cannot beare figges, the fruit is anſwerable to the na- 
tur2 of the Tree. 3 He that hath nothing of God in him can- 
not intend God in his undertaking 3 he that is alienated from 
'th: life of God, cannot worke for God. That (ith our Sxvi- 
; our) Which « of the fleſh i fleſh, ficthly diſpoſed, intending 
the O:ſh, and nothing elſ:, doing all for himſclte ; ſeeking 
| bis owne things, and not the things which are Chrifts ; his owne 
profit, his owae caſe, his owne applauſe ; he ſerves not the 
| Lord Peſus, but his owne belly, as Saint Pan! f>21kes ; and thus 
the originall, the nature, adjanRt, and end of a carnall mans 
| works demonſtrate them tobe dead works,of ao cſte<m with 
' God, how glorious ſocver in the eyes of mn. 
The glory of | As Chriſt is ths Author and worker of Spicituall life, ſothe 


[Thus carnall men have all the ordinances of God, all meancs | 
to warme their ſoules, and yet they continu? cold, as a dead ( 
| /body under many cloathes ;- tacy may performe many rel1gi- | 


(piritu ill fe glory and the praiſe of all grace and holin:fſe, of the whole 
i2ero Chrt, fpirituall life of Chriſtians 43 to be attributed unto Chriſt ] :- 
| [.4.9.6. ſas ; Chriſtis the everlaſting Father, from whom we have our 
new birth, the high and heavenly Workman, from whom we 
[{Ep1.2440, | have our fpirituall being and new' Creation ; the /ifs by whom 
| wearequickeacd ; the Sw» by whom we are calightened;the 
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| Phyſttian by whom weare healed. Chriſt Jeſus is the foun- 
| tance of all grace and goodnc1:, hfe and holincf12 to true bes | 
leevers ; they are all members cnlivencd by this hzad, Stars | 
| enlightened by this Sunne, fields manured by this husbands- | 
man, houſes builded by this ArchiteR and veſſels tiled vy this! 
| fountaine ; the praiſe of all mans grace and kolinefle 1s due! 
to Chriſt ſcſus. Art thou aWakened out of thy ſpirituall Neep 
and Number ? it is Chrilt hath done it, as the © Angel awake- | x Ads 12 7, 
ned Peter ; the Lyon by his cry awakens his young, Chritt | 
the Lyon of the Tribe of Fu1ab, by his mighty voice in the | 
| Golpell awakens Gods choſen. Are the cycs of thy under-| 
| ſtanding enlightened ? Chriſt is the n /ight who hath enlighte-; » Tohn 1.9, 
| ned thee, as he open the eyes of hum that was borne blind; | 1-92 9. 
| Art thou cleanſed from thy linne ? it is Chriſt who is the ® re- | oMal.z.3. 
| finers fire, and the fullers ſope that hath purged thee, as Jordan 
 Cleanſ:d Naamas trom his leprolie, Art thon 7 delivered trom | p 16. 49, 94 
| the priſon of thy corruption, and the bondage of Satan? it is , 19.61.1,2, 
| Chriſt bath brought th«c forth, as the Angell broyght Peter | 
' out of Herods priton. Halt thou liberty to come to God by | 
faith and love ? it is Chriſt hath made thee free in thy under- 
ſtanding to diſcerne the things of God, in thy will tocbuſ: 
and intend God, 1n thy imagination to thinke upon God, in 
| thy memory to remember God, in thy aft:ions to fare, 
| truſt, love and rejoyce in God, in thy cares to attend tothe 
| word. of God, in thine cycs to behol4 God in his works, in 
' thy tongue to ſpeake of God, tothe edification of others, and 
'to cel:brate God for his mercics ; Chrift is the Author 
and workmin of all Chriſtian freedome, Art thou filed with 
the gifts and graces of Gods Spirit ? Chriſt is the fountaine 
| that hath filed thee, all thy receivings are of Chriſts - ſa/neſſe, | q Toh 11. 
FO the branches are filled by the root, and the Starres by the | 3 Con5-1 9. 
| Sunne, Hait thou reconciliation and acceptation with God ? it | 
is Chriſt that hath brought thee nigh to Go, procured favour | 
for thee with the Lord, as F»{eph procured favour for his bre- 
thren with the King of Fg ype;Chriſt is ther bel/ovedin whom 
thou art accepted. Art thou able to exdare temptation, to un- 
dergoe the heavy burthen of afflition 2 Chriſt is the rock | 
tha ſa.tainzs thee, as-the rocke in the Parable re * the 
oute 


y Eph. 1 6, 
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$ ' Glry of Worke of Grace Y Chriſte. 


houſe from ſinking, when the winds and waves did beate and 
blow upon it ; Chrilt is the Arke that bearcs thee up, as 
Noah was borne up in the Deluze; Cheilt is the thield and 
buckler, and wall of fire that defends thee ; it is Chriſts po- 
wer in thee, it is Chriſts preſence with thee,as with the three 


{ing and"gniding thee in all thy goings ; the Moſes rod 


children in the fiery furnace, that ſtr-azthens and inablcs | 
thee to hold out, that males thee viRorious over all oppoſing | 
powers. Ina word, it is Chriſt that works all thy works of 
grace and peace, faith and Ibve, hope and patience, coaſtancy 
and perleverance in thee ; he _— the life of grace within, 
thee, and continues it ro the lite of glory : Aſcribe therefore! 
tothe Lord Felus the praiſe of all thy goodn:M:,acknowled g 
him to be the giver of all thy gifts, the Authour of all S 
holy and gracious works, the Sunne that-hath enlightcne( 
thy darkneſſ:, the quick»ing Spirir who'hath enlivencd and 
freed thee from thy deadnefſ>, the Phyſirian who hath healed 
thy diſcaſes, the Comn/elor who hath reſolved thee in all thy 
doubtings, the fiery pillar who hath gone before thee, prote= 


which hath divided the waters, and made a paſſage for thee, 
through the red Sea of all thy affli&tions ; the Captaine who 
hath overcome tor thee in all thy Conqueſts ; and the X ;ag 
who of his 8wne mercy crownes thee, an his owne works 
in thee, after all thy tryals : Let Chritt have the glory of all 
from thee, becauſe he accompliſheth all for thee by his living | 
in thee, | 


PR "ER — 


—_— — 


Cnae. X XI, 


þ third thing in theſe words, is, an AF, /iverh, Chriſts 
living in man z the ſculc hreth in the body, culivening, 
preſerving, and ſtren2thening the body ; and Chriſt liveth in 
man, enlivening man withthe life of grace, preſerving man 

in 
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mthe cftate of grace, & ſtrengthening him with all might accor. | / C9). 1-11, 
ding to hu glorious power, Chrilt is the ſoule of our ſoules, the 
« quickning Spirit, by whom we arc ſpiritually enlivencd ; |* * £91545 
Chriſt by the ſapernatural), gracious, and powerfull operati- | 
on of h1s Spirit, raiſing us te newneſſ: of life, and living in | 
as, by this powerfull and holy worke of his, Whence ob- | 
ſerve, 
That (rift lives in Gods children by his boly and powerfull 
Worke of et Frag 9 - : 7 Do. 
The © Spirit of the living creatures in Exzckiz/s viſion was | 
in thc bg and wh the living creature went they 2 Trang 
went, and when the living creature waslifted up, they were | 
lifted up, becauſe the Spirit of the living creature was in the | 


247 | 


wheeles. Thus the Spirit of Chriſt is in the children of God, | 

and they live as Chritt lives, they move according to Chriſts 

preſcription, becauſe the Spirit of Chriſt is in them, becaulc 

Chriſt lives in them, and works effeQually by his Spirit upon | 

them, puttinga Principle of ſpiritual life into them : The | _ 
Prophet Elifea applyed himſelfe to the woman of Shunems 7 * Ning 4.34 
ſonne that was dead; w He lay wpon the childe, and his mowth \ 

upon th: childes month, and bu eyes upon the childes eyes, and his | 

hands wpon the childes hands ; he ſtretched himſclfe upon the | 
childe, and the fleſh of the childe waxed warme ; the -hilde neeſed 
and opened hi eyes. Chriſt applycth himſclfe and his benchts 
to the underſtandings of "men, to the ſoules and conſciences | 
of men, and their cold+hearts are warmed, their blind eyes | 
are opened, thcir ſouls are enlivened, and Chriſt lives with- | 
in them, raiſing them from the death of finne, and reſtoring | 
them to the life of God, from which they arc alienated by | 
finne ; therefore Saint = Gith, * He that hath net the Sonne, 
hath not life ; Hc that hath notthe Son graciouſly poſſeſſing | | 
him, ſpiritually quickaing him, powerfully working upon | 
him, and cauſng a holy change in him ; he hath not life, the | 
lifz of -God, that holy and gracious life, which God through | 
Chriſt communicates to the ſoules of his ſervants ; but he that 
hath the Sonne, he that belceveth inthe Sonne is united to the | 
Sonne, and hath the Sonne living in him ; 4e hart life, he is | 
ſpiritually quickened and cnlivened ; And God (faith the | 
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3 Tohn 1,4 


[4 Iohn I4 6, 


b Col. 3-4- 


r How Chriſt liveth in Man, 
F i Tohn 5+ 11, 


1 


| 


Apoſtle) hath? given m eternalllife, and thi life is in his Sonne : 
God hath placed this, and the fulncefl: of all divine and hea- 
venly good things in his Sonne ; he diſpenſeth all rheſ: by 
| the Sonne, that no man may live before him, wirhout the 


; Sonns living in him, and the Sonne is called * Zife, having 


| in himſclfe the fulneſſ: of all life, having the power of lite} 
' and death, being the Authour and the root of life in all them 
; that live the life of grace, no man comming to the Father, 
receiving life frem the Father, finding grace and favour with | 
the Father, but.in and#hrough the Sonne, who is to us, the | 
| *Way the Truth, andthe Life;zthe way by whom we walk ; the 
truth by -whom we are guided, and the life by who:n we are 
= way'® 4-7 pea by Saint Parlor Þ life, becauſe we hvenot! 
the life of grace of oar ſelves, but by Chrit : It is alife| 
which ariſcth not from our fleth, but is derived to us from 
Chciſt ; Chriſt liveth in us, begetteth, preſzrveth, and per- 
feeth this life 1n all beleevers ; and for this end Chriſt came, | 


6 Tohn 10. 10.| that all the choſen of God might © have life,and thu the 7 might 


have it more abundantly ; Miniſtring not onely an inchoation, | 


bht a daily increaſc of th: life of grace, untill they come to | 
the life of glory ; and Chriſt is teraiod eternal bfe ; baving | 


d i lohn 5: 3%; life cternall in himſclfe, working life cternall, and living for 


Grounds of 
Chriſt living 


1. By way of 


Ocigiaall 


eTohn 15,1 


ever in us, we enjoying the true and eternali God m and 
through Chriſt. 
And Chrilt liveth in all them that are the children of God. 
I. By Way of Originall, The life of grace is originally from! 
Chriſt 4 Chriſt being not only the Author of this hife, with 
the Father and the Holy-Gho't ; but alſo the yoo? of this life 
jn as, living- in us as the root liveth 1n the branches, as the: 
parent-liveth in the childe ; therefore Chriſt is callsd the 
« vine, ard we the branch:s : As the life of the branches 1s 
originally ia the vine, fo is our life originally in Chriſt ; and 
as the branches live by the vine living an them, fo welive by 
Chriſt living in us : And ths Avoltle rermeth th: ſ:cond 
eAdam, which is Chriſt, a f quickzing ſpirir : For as the life 
of the body of man is originally from the ſoule, the ſoule 
| : fo the lif: of grace is 
ori inally from Chriſt, Chrit Chriendiby-coichenibg; and) 


living, 


"> OL EY fa 


— 
- 
* 


©? 


| 


—_— 


—_—  — 


living io all deleevers ; and as the body withour the Ffirit u drags | 
fo is man without Chrift ſpiritually dead in fins. | 
- 12, By way of Contenttion, Chriſt livetb-invs by being unj- | 2.271157 of 
ced.to us, and made onc with-us : The ſtocke hveth m the 


walde Olive, ſeparated from and-corrupteſtate, 
called and gathered home to Chriſt, and grafted in the true | 
Olize; we hve in him;and helives in os! */f ye abide hu me, 
and {71 yay ; yo ſpall bring forth mech fraic, faith Chriſt 2 1f'ye | 
be-unmncd unto me, and Lunited unto yon, then you ſhall live, / 
and be very fruittull. By being-buile upon Chnlſt the living. 
ſtone, they become lively ſtones, | 
3- By way of influence, infuſion, and tranſm ſſiow. Thehea- 
vens by an influence mito the carth, doe quicken and enliven | 
the carth, and make all the ſcedsand roots hidden in the carth 
to revive and put themſelves forth, to ſprout and flouriſh ;- 
there is an influznce going forth from the Sun of righteoul- | 
aciſ: jmro the foalos of men; reviving and quickning them, 
and waking them of dead to become living, of barren to be- | 
| come fruitfull : Toi you (Giththe Lord) Gall the Sun of Righ- \, 1 
teouſneſſe uriſe with healing in bis wings, and ye ſpall goe forth and | ot 
0w-up 4 the calves of the ſtall, There is an inflaence gocrh 
=. the $kill (cated 1n the mind, and ſtrength ſeated in 
the hand of the Artificer, which paſſeth upon the worke, | 
whereby he moulds and tathions it, and fets a ſtamp npon it, | 
according to his plcaſare ; Thus there is a heavenly i , | 
a holy vertue, and power comming from-Chriſt, and his Spi- | 
rit, that new moulds and faſhions, that mightily quickens | 
\ and cnlivens the ſoule of man, by which Chrilt fers his owne | 
{ Ll mage upon. man ; and this is called the * power of Chriſts Ree 
| /arreftion ; That I may know him faith Paw, and the power 
of his Reſurrection, that 1 may know Chrilt, and be made | 
partakers of the good things which come by Chrilt, that T + 
my know him 2$a Prophet inſtructing me, as a OO | 
ying ime, as 4 Xe rcigning ſpiritually within me ; t 
1 may know the powrr of Is RefarreRion, in the vewificarion 
of my oulc, in the abolition of my linne, inrhe raking away 


b ha 3z5.9, 


1 Pct 2.4» 


' 3 By way of 
ui Huence, 


k& Phi 3.10, 


of the guilt of my tranſgreſſion, in the acquiſition of 'righte- ' 
WS -: '* | enlnell,” 
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| Comuaction. 


graft, by anion with the graft; et taken g out of the & Ran. 11.34» 
our 


Ss. 


L 


p {ors | 
"oukieſle, and-in thereftering of me to the afſured hope of fu- 
ture glory and immortality .z There 4s avirtue flowes from 
the KeſurreQion of Cheiſts body-tromThe grave; "to the\rc- 
++ +>» | farrectiondf theſoulesof men'trom the teach of finne #7 
(Nom.6.4. © | Chriſta raiſed from the death byrhe glory of rhe Father, even 
| ſo ſhomld we malkein newneſſe of life, Aaich the Apaltle; and this | 
m Eph. 2.19- | hn rr DF the ſoale of man is calles the = __ 
| © * * | creding greatneſſtof: bus power an excerding great power fot 

| the ownportary of the Agent ptor rhe wick bneoofthe Deritt, 
| anne; death aud the world, who arc overcome by it ; for the 
| of the 'holy and. gracious change wrought thereby | 
{ yn the foules of men, changing'the whole frame of the hearts 
- | | of cnci{; from death tolife, from darknefſe tolli . he, from bon- 
.dage toliberty, fiom uncleaniefſe cobolineſſ:s, trem carthli- 
nefſe to heavenlinefſe ; and by this: powerfall and inighty 
influence doth Chriſt live in the ſoulcs of Gods ch 
dren, Th | . 
4.By way of By way of, gubernation and direflion, The head liveth in 
Gubernation, CR acting and guiding the members to move, and 
awotke according to the ditates of the head ; and Chriſt as | 


: 
: 


CLIN in his light ; the will moves the members of 
| the body too aud fro by a commanding ative power, that 
' goes from the: will, acting and ſtirring themembers, accor- 


the (hip,and by his activity,ſtrength and sk 
fpotat of the: Compaſſe; the King by an influence from his Ma- 
9 

jof 


; | fred perſons, whereby he lives and reignes in them, acts and 
| -moves them, according to the drſpoſitionof his will, turnes 


1» Lake 19.21 
4 
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{head liveth in belcevers, his members, a&ingand guiding, ; 
framing and difpoting them to move and walke, and doe the | 


| ding to thediſpoſitionof the wil,the Pilot by his preſence in| 
ill, rarnestherud-' 
der of theſhip,and guides rhe coarle therof to a quite read 


authority, power and Laws,lives and reigns in the hearts | 
[40 loyall and obedient SubzeRts,binding and bowing them| 
| to the obſervation of his Ed1s. That there is a commanding 
active power paſizth from Chriſtupon the ſoules of all {faoi- 


.the radder of their afieions, and gaides the conſe of their 
lives £9 aquite contrary point, then what they formerly mo-! 
ved and tended to; hence it is thatour Savioar ſaith,che 4 pL 
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; Cheift preſerve of tha Lofe of Grace. 
- of God us within, you ; Chrilt by his Spirit enlighenias 
their hearts, and <f:Gually moving, working framing | 
their foules ro belceve his promiſes, ahd doc. his WHILz and | 
they arc ſaid to have the LaW in " their bearts ; Chriſt ruling] opral.qo.s; | 
and commanding there, by putting into their hearts a diſpo- | 
ſition of holy. and humble ſubjeRion, ſutable to the holineſſe] | 
of the Law : And it was prophecyecd of Chriſt, that inthe! 

day of hi ” power, when Chriſt ſhould_be preached, and his! p Plal.1 10,3, 
kingdomeecreRcd inthe hearts oflienn 4/7 he people hronld be) 

| willing , voluntarily and freely ſubjet and ob<dicnt unto} 
Chrilt, as the members to the head ; and thus Chrilt lives in| 
men by his holy gubernation, raigne and rule. in the ſoules of } 


{2$1 


| 


5. By way of preſervation and continuance unto eofoitin, 5.By wayof- 
The ſoule lives in the body, preſerving the body from putre- | preſervation, 
' faction, continuing the body unto its appointed perteRion | 
| Chriſt liveth in the foules of Gods children. preſerving them | 
from finne, that they doe not putrific. in finne, though annoy- 
<d with finne, as the body«with naſty humours,, and keeping 
| them from the death of (ine, that it never get dounnion over | | 
| them, as death over dead men, though 4t abide like a diſcaſe 
| within them ; perte&ing allo the life of grace in them, un- 
till they come to the life of glory : 7 hoſe 1how e.eveſf me (ſaith 
Chriſt) / have 6 kept, and none of them is loft, Whom God the | 119hn 17.414 
Father gives to Chriltby eternall eletion,and effecuall voca- 
tion, them Chriſt keeps in the ſtate of grace, in them he nous! 
riſhes and maintaines ſpiritual life, them he keeps in the 
| krowledgeof Gods truth, in the ſaith of Gods promiles, in the! 

lave of Gods teltimonics, in the obedience of (z0ds precepts; 
them he keeps in profperity, that they ſwell” not ; in adverſity, 
that they repine not; in rempration, that they deipaire not ;.4n 
all changes, that they change not ; he doth * perfelt, Zablifh,| " * FE 51% | 
| frengthen, and ſettle them ; he makes ſpirituall hfe mare full 
and active, ſtrong and vigorous in them. ; the longer Chriſt 
liveth in them, the more perfeRion he miniſters unto them, | 
the more abundantly he fds-them, the more-he manifeſts the | 
power of his grace towards them; and thus Chriſt lives in 
m4 children, by preferviag and perfeRing the life of grace ) 


m L 


. 
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| Chriſts living 
in man deſcr;- 


LET 
inthem. And'thas you ſee it is apparent that Chirift doth tive 
in Gods children, by his greciow and 


4 


| Rd 


his gracious and powerfull worke of| 


Cuar. v.49 jo {1% 


F you-demand what is the life of Chriſt, or Chriſt living 

in the children of God ? I anſwer, it is a fpirituall power 
or Principle of grace which Chriſt by his Spiric dorh-pur intv 
the hearts of the cle at their regenerarion inabling them to 
move cn» ny nn rey. art, he —_ ten» 
ding ,thinki + loving, ſpeating ing the things which 
hos ec, called the life of Chriſt,becauſe Chriſt 
is the A and the root thereof ; becauſe i is a life which 
| Chriſt commandeth and approverhand becauſe hereby Chriſt 
liveth in all them that arc regenerate ; and this is fomerimes 
termed'a f being alive rv Gad,' decauſe men arc hereby moved 
and quicknedto doe whar pleaſeth God; fomerimes it is ſtiled 
at living With Chriſt, having communion and fellowſhip 
with the grace of Chriſt for newneſſc of life,or with the glory 
of Chriſt for etcrnall felicity ; ſometimes 1t is termed a © »ew 
tft, a and unblamcable life, framed (not after the luſts of 
ce old man, but(after the will of God in his word ; and ſome- 


| 


times it is called a w Gving wnto God ; te man confe- 
erating and ordering his whole lifeafter the will of God, and 
unto his glory, Chriſt living in man, doth inable,move, and 
worke the heart of nan to acknowledge God and Chriſt to 
be his Lord, and himſelfe not to be his owne but Gods and 


Chriſts ſervant. 2. To frame and order his thoughts, words 


word of tzod and Chriſt in 


app hl, his whole life, and 
affli&ions of hi 


in all the changes, dangers, and 


is 
_ life 
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ft OManner of Chriſty living in Man, 
life to depend upon God and Chriſt, for counſell,ſuppertments 
protection and deliverance z and this is Chriſts living in mary 
and Chriſts keeping and continuingman 41 the ſtate of grace 
unto the ſtate of glory, | 
| Af youaske me how or in what manner Chriſt begins to | M-nner of | | 
live in man? | anſwer ; Chrilts living | 
1, Chriſt doth «wakes man,asthe Angell ſmore Peter upon | 0,210 
the (ide, and * awakened him when he Nept between the two ey _— 
fouldiers, with fetters upon him in Herods priſon, This doth | x as 14.7, 
Chriſt by his word withcut,and the motion of his ſpirte withe | 
| in, ſmitc upon the heart and conſcience of man ſleeping be- | | 
| 


eween two great ſouldiers, the deyill on bis right hand, and | 
the world-on his left hand, in the priſon of (in ; Chriſt thus 
{mitig upon man, awakens man, cauſes him to open has | 
cycs, toſce his miſcrable and wretched citate, tofſec the dans / | 
ger\whercin he ſtands : As the Prophet y opened the cycy of 32 King 6,20. | 
the Syrians, and 1ct them ſee they were in Sawaria, 1n the | ? 
hands of their enemies. Thus Chrilt awakens man, opens the 
es of mans underſtanding, and makes him fee bunſelte in I 
the hands of Satan, lead away captiveby him at his will, in 
the gall of bitternefſe, and under the bond of iniquity, poore, | 
blind, naked, miſerable and wretched .; Chriſt makes him 
ſ-e the neceſlity he hath of his rightcouſneſle to jultific him, | 
of his power to deliver him, of his interceſſion to reconcile 
| God unto him, and of his fulneſſe to fill him. Thus when | 
Chriſt intended to live in Pax/, he firſt awakened him out of 
his ſpirituall Neep and Number, he made him ſee huofelfe x | 
1] was * alive once ((aith he) Without the Law, I was onc* ig- | t Rom. 7.9, | 
norant of the Law, 1 was blind, and knew not the meaning 
ot the Law, I thought my fſclfe to be a living man in Gods 
f.m'ly,a ſhining ſtarre in the firmament of Gods Church, and 
a fruitful vine in the Lords rineyard, but When the commandos 
| went came, finne revived, and 1 «yed 1 when Chriſt awakened 
me, opened my eyes, and inabled me to diſcerne a right of 
the commandement, then 1 ſaw I was under the dominion 
of (inne,as a dead man is under the dominion of death, wholly 
| by ſinne, as the dead by death. Man hath firſt the 


ice of his being dead in _ before he hath the { inerey | 
Cit 
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a By bumbling) 
Maa. 


b Rom.6. 


6 Eph. 14, \ the nnderſtanding are not opened ; therefore * awake({11th the 


Man humiliation. 
Chriſt living in him ; Chriſt mikes man-toknow his mikey | 
by finne, before he knowes his happinefſ: by Chriſt ; Chriit 
livesnot where the foulc is not awakenet, where the eyes of 


Apoltlc) chow that ſleepeſt and ſtand up from the dead, and Chriſt 
ſhall give thee light, 

2. Chrilt intending to live in man doth aumble man,nd cau- 
ſeth man to dye to finne : Sax tilt dyed before David reig- 
ned in Ifracl : The death of tinne in order of dirine operation, | 
precedes the life of Chriſt, and his grace in the ſoule of man ; 
firſt we are buried with Chriſt, and then we are raiſed with | 
Chriſt to walke in newneſſ: of life ;- firſt we are planted into | 
the likeneſſe of Chriſts ® death, and then into the likey-l: of : 
his refarreion Chriſt therefore inthe diſpenſation of {piri- | 
tuall life, doth firſt kill, and then-make alive , firſt wound, | 
and then hcale ; he makes man feaſible of his tinne, as of | 
a heavy burthen, before he doth cafe him, as of a bedy of 
death, before he doth raiſe him,. as of a morrall diſcaſe before 
he doth cure him ; he chargethfinne upon the conſcience of 
man, he ſets it upen him, to purſac and follow him, as the 
avenger of bloud under the Law purfucd the malefaQor. The 
Lord let looſe Pharaoh and the Egyptians upon Ifracl toim- 
poſe heavy burthens upon them, to deale hardly. with them, 
to beat and fcourge them, to purfae and follow them, when| 
he intended to fer them free from Fgype :- Chriſt lets looſe | 
Satan and corruption upon man, to rem »t and vexe, to acculc | 
and torment man, when he intends to free man, to reſtore 
fpirituall hife and liberty unto man- The 1/raetires were birt | 
led into thered Sea, and the Egyprien: there drowned, be- 
fore [/ra#/ triumphed ; Manis Id intoa fea of gricte and ſor- 
row for finne, and his (ions there drowned, and then he tri- 
umpherh in Chriſt, then Chriſt lives inhim,and he in Chriſt, 
When Chriſt therefore doth humble man as he © caf# Paw! ro 
the earth, empticth man of all 1 - the his owne worth, 
and makes man abhocre himfclfe the duſt, cauſ:th 
man with the Jewes at Perers Sermon to cry out, ? wen and 
brethren what ſhall we doe , to accuſe and cond-mne themſ:lves, 


|to loath that ſinne as a « menſfrmome clout, which was formerly 


wornst. 
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Reſt hſmeſſe of Mane beavr, © 


m___—_— 


> AER . 
| worne by them as a garment of 
ſinne (it is Jobs expreſſion), as the ga of Aſpes,which he for- 
merly kept in his mouth, and ſwallowed downe hke ſweet 
meat ; to hate his finne more then ever he loved 1, and to 
thruſt it out of the doores of his heart, as Ammon hated The- 
po more then ever he loved her, and thraſt her out of his 
{ bouſe. When Chriſt doth thus hwnble man, thus ſet the heart | 
of managainlt fin, and mortife fine inman, then Chriſt be. | 
gins to live in man. When a man puls downe a houſe that is 
ruinous and unhabitable, and begins to lay a new foundation, 
then we know he uſtally intends to dwell and live there. 
| Thus when Chriſt puls downe the old man, arumous and an-' 
habitable d a clling, unht to entertaine C hriſt'; when Chriſt 
puls downe our pride, when our old man (as S. Pax! ſpcaks) 
wcrucified with Chriſt, when all high thoughrs are caſt downe, 
and Chit bath laid another, a new foundation of { If-denyall 
and truc humiliry, then Chriſt meanes to dwell there, x fo | 
undoubredly Chriſt begins to hre there, 

3. Chriſt beginning 10 live in man. pts a refteſneſſe into the 
heart of man in his natural and corrupt eftate, mak's hun out | 
of love with himfeclte , fils him with diſlice of his owne 
wayes #6d works, alicnatzs and takes him off from creature, 
ind works him to an carneſt longing after Chriſt, as the cha- 
fed Hart paznteth after the water-brookes, being chaſed and 
frighted with the ſence of his finne, and the hidcous noiſe of 
his gailty, accuſing and tormenting conſcience ; he begins 
tothinke of Chriſt, to betake himſife to Chriſt, for com» 
fort,pardon and f-lvation, as the guilty mal-fatorund-r the 
Law, being purſued by the avenger of bloud, betooke him- 
ſclfe tothe City of Retuge for ſhehrer and deferic2, now his 
foul- ' folowerh hard after (iſt, now he prizeth intereſt in 
Chriſt t+rre above mrereſt in the creature, now he would take | 
Chriſt upon any termes, he would gladly leave all for Chrift, | 
he tees there is no other Phyſitian can heale him, nootker | 
ſurery can make QtisfaRtion for him, ne other ſhield and 
buckler can protet him, no other friend can comfort him ; 
and therefore he flies to Chriſt, as Joab tothe hornes of the 
Altar ; he preſſeth after Chriſt, 1abours to lay hold on Chriſt, 
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Chriſtreveate1in Man, - | 
ot diſcaſed woman did, whom no Phyſitian coul4 cure ; 
and as there went a | vertve out from Chriit, that healed her 
bloudy iffie, when the touched the heme of Chritts gar- 
ment, ſo there goes a vertue out from Chriſt, healing and en- 
liveniag the ſoul, longing after Chriſt, and touching Chriſt 
by faith, though it may ſzem to be but weakly and afar off; For 
as when the iron comes neare the loadſtone, there goes a vir- | 
tue from the loadſtone, that moves and drawes the iron to it :. 
ſo when man comes neare Chriſt, in hearing, in prayer, in | 
bomiliation and carneſt longing, ther: goes a vertue from 
Chrilt, which moves, cnlivens, and drawcs the ſoule of man 
home te Chriſt, and Chriſt begins to live in man, to ſuſtaine 
and ſtrengthen the ſoule of man, 


4 By a Revela 
tion of Chrilt 
| in Mn, 

k Gal. 1.15. 


: 
: 


4. Chriſt beginning to live in man, there is a revelation of 
Peſus Chriſt in the ſoule of mas... The Sonne of God (as S.P.usl 
ſpeaks)is © revealed is man, There goes a light forth from the 

anne in the Firmament which revyealcs the Sunne to the cyc 
of man, and there goes forth a ſpirituall and heavenly light 
from the Sunne of Rightcouſneſſe into the ſoule cf man, 
which reveales Chriſt uato man ; which the Apoſlle cals a, 
| ining of ( hriſt into our hearts, Chriſt revealing himſelfe unto 


ven! knowledge, as the only Fordan, bathing and cleanſing 


the ſoule, as the on/y Saviowr miniſtring ſalvation to the ſoule, 
as the only Prophet jnftruting man, and filling him with hea- 


the ſoule from (inne, as the only Prince of Peace, ſweetly and 
powerfully ruling in the heart of man, and graciouſly recon» 
ciling God and man, as the on'y beloved Hucband, marrying 
himſcife to man, as the only preciows pearle, in whom is all 


| 


the treaſure of the ſoul of man, as the only rocks, in who is all | 
the ſtrength of man, and by whom man is ſupported, as the! 
only rich and m_ roabe, by whom mans ſinne is covered, 
the ſoule of. man juſtified ; and \as.the onely. fountaine, 
in whom man,mcets with falneſſe of ſatisfaction ; and: 
where Chriſt is thas revealed, there he liycth. This Reve- 
lation of Chriſt in min miniſters life and comfort unto man. 


5 By changing M . Chriſt beginning to live in man doth very. powerfully 


graciouſly change and reforme man ; he doth cayſe- his 
Goſyell to come to man not in® word.only bus in power alſo, 
hanvling. | 
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\ © © Clriſlianilifethe neſt neblalife, OO 
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humbling man, breaking and bruifing the ſteny heart, plow- 


barren to become good ground, cauſing the cheiſeſt plants 
| of his grace , and fruits of righteouſneſle to grow there, 
Chriſt doth not onely proffer his grace, and ſtirre up good 


| holinefſe into the ſoule of man;he makes him anew creature, 
| cauling-old things to paſſe away., and- making all things be- 
come new;he puts not aforme; but a powerot godlinefte into 
-1an ; he dyes the heart in graine wi grace and hclineſſe; he 
makes him a living man indecd for 


for God, for his gracious progreſſe in the waycs of God, 
for his '{weet and bleſſed delight 10 God, and for his full and 
thioagh conformity to the will of 'God : Chriſt cauſeth his 
Spirit to come upon him mightily, as it came upon * Samp- 
fon, ivabling him te overcome the Devill, the world and 
his owne corruption, as the Spirit inabled Samp/or toover- 
come the Lyon, transforming man into the I mage and like« 
neſle of God, not as the Devill transformed himſclfe into 
the Image and likenefie of Samwel, remaining a Devill till ; 
but as Chriſt * 1xrned water into wine, graciouſly changing 
the qualitics of man, making him of a dead a living man 
'of humble, of ignorant wiſe, of obſtinate {ok 


tender hearted, of prophane holy, of cold fervent, of bar- 
ren fruitfull, of weake and impotent, untoward and indi- 
poſed ., he makes him flrong and able, apt and ready to 
every good duty, and this is the manner of Chriſts living 
wm man, 


Fn TS FAD. | 
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ing up the fallow ground of mans heart, making it of 


' defires and purpoſes, but he infuleth ſapernaturall qualities of 


is life and poWer of 
| grace, for his unfained /ove to God, for his burning zeale 


» lud. rg. 


8 Iohn 3. 
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A Chriftiing 
life the moſt 
| noble life, 


ÞEph.4.18, 


Chriſtian life | 
honourable, 


| 1.0cigin.ll, | | 


C lviftians bife rhe aft noble be, 


Cuar, XXI11. 


YO Chein live in man ? Then the life of a Chriſtian 
o—_ noble and honourable life of all othert + the 
Fs of creatures {s more excellent then the life of; 
cn 4 the life of reaſonable creatures is more 
excellent thei the life of fenſible 1 the 1ife of mn iy more. 
noble then the life of beaſts ; but the life of f(pirituill and 
ſandified perſons is more excellent then the life of reaſ). 
nable creatures 3 the life of « true Chriſtian ſurpaſſerh the. 
of man, as farre as the life of man (oarpaſſerh the life 
of bealts, | Saud \was in-ſtature head and ſhon/drrs above the | 
reſidue of the people # The life of grace is head and houl- | 
| ders in dignity, . worth and excellency aboye all other lives; | 
this is the life of Chriſt; a living of Chriſt in man ; and 
as Chriſt is infinitely more excellent then man, fo doth this. 
| life: exceedingly tranſcend the life of man, called the ? /ife 
| of God, in regard of the cauſe cfticient, God working it by | 
[ys halgt _— ; inregard ys Fo God panned its 
in. reg approbation, accepting and-appro 
in regard of noblenefſs and di ity, as the life of God. is 
more excellent then the life of -the creature, fo is this life 
the moſt honourable, ſweeteſt and choyſoſt Hfe communi- 
cable ro any creature ; and io regard of likeneflz withGod, 
| holy and:gracions-reſemblanee of of God'; he that lives the 
| life of man is like man, participates of the nature of manz 
| he that lives the life of grace is like God, is made partaker, 
as S. Peter ſpcaks, of the divine 4 nuture, not in refſpett of 
eſſence, bnt in reſpe& of holy and gracious qualities : ce 
that lives the life of grace commeth. nigheſt unto God, par- 
'ticipates moſt of Gods fulnefſe, and hath neareſt and ſweeteſt 
communion with God of all perfons, And this lite 1s indeed 
|a very honourable and noble life, 
1. For the Original of it, it is not from nature, but f: om 
[grace, not from man, but from the Spirit, it is the Spi- 
rit? 


Top r quickneth : Tt is a beame from the b johteſt Sun 


| 
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» Golltineſſe rare. - -_ , 
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h. 6-63. 
even Chriſt Jeſus the Son of Righteouſneſſe + 7 (faith Chrift ) & m— 


am the briail of life come dewne from Heaven, if any matt ear! 
of this breal he ſhall live for ever, It is a ftreame from the| 
higheſt and pureſt fountaine, the Spirit of grace, becoming | 
its the ſoule of nan a Well of f Warey ffringing np imo evere | / ob 4.14 
laſting life, | | 
an regard of the watwe of it, # ſpirituxll life, a Tite 
of holineſſe and righteouſneſs 1 a fife ſurpaſling the life 
of nature, as the San the Clo» worme, as the Vine the brarn» 
ble 4 nd they that live this life are faid to * Wally in news 
weſſe of life + Heving « new-birth, being borne atzaine, afd 
having new” principles and qualities put into them by rhe 
Spirit of God ; the Lord zecording to his promiſe, pirt- 
ting 4 * mew heart into them ; their fonles being renewed 
and changed}, not in ſubſtance, but in qualitics, framed 1 
new- afrer God in knowledge, righteoutheſſe and true hos | 
lineſſe, made w new creatures, and leading a converſation | 
pure, and urblsmeable in the fight of God, and that life, ® > ©: 5-174 
which is moſt full of grace and holines, is of all lives the moſt 
noble and glorious | 
3. In"regard of the rarity of it ; few men live thislife, 3-Racity 
the Whole World ( 2s S. John faith ) HFfes in wichedneſſe, dead | xy 
in fins and treſpaſſes, as the: old' world hay drowned in the 


—_— 


| 


| 


.Nature- 


f Rom 0:4: 


w Erek,1 1.19, 


- 


deluge, only Noah and his Family, a few 


ſons lived in 


the Arke; it' is but 4 little remnant; ont 'of a city ani rwo 


of a Tribe, as the Prophet ſpeakes,that lire this life 


Strait 


u the gate and narrow # the way ((aith Chrift) whith lea- 


| 


x ler.3.14., 


deth wo life, and few there be that finde ir. X godly pet- 
ſon is arare jewell ; God gifpeticeth the life of grace only 'to 
his choſen : Chriſt i the dayes cf his fieſfrray{cd not all the | 
dead to life, bit onely a few, -one now and another ther: 


| 


. 


thus Chriſt inthe day of the Gofpell, doth' riot quicken all, | 
but a few, one here, and another there: the number of them, 
that profeſſe themſelves Chriſtians, is inderd very great, but 
the number of them in whom Chriſt lives js very {mall,” the | 


| greateſt part, ike the Angell cf the Charch of Sar, having | 
+ ! name that they live, 


te. 


ana yet are dead, the out ward for 


me and | y Rev, z.1, 
X 4 ſhew | _ 


— 


— 


fouls, the cyrr'm. of the Sun Cf rightcouſneſſ= living in 


$.Bxaltation. 


| 


hoon! 


— "I 
—— 


___ Lifeof grace maſt plaaſant. 
rainy is very frequent, but the life, power and 


Gs vydhey 

n regard. of the ſwmeernes and _ of this- life. | 
cifid tis ago in the ſanke of man is the choyſcſt joy of man, 
T he, light (Gaith Salomon) « ſweet, and it is a pleaſant thing to 
the.cye, to bebold the _ the light of Chriſt is ſweet to the 


_ pleaſant unto-man-;. the heart of old Zaceb revi- 
rd, hening that his fon 7oſeph lived ; pony ſence and fee. 
living in man, is a ſweet and powerfullre- 
ee of the heart of man,” Chriſt is the Praxce of peace, 
and where he lives there is ſweet and ſure peace. Chriſt 
is the Paradiſe of all comforts, he that enjoyes Chriſt hath 
ſtrong conſolation ; where Chriſt liyeth, the wownd: of the 
Ge are healed, the adverſaries of the foule arc vanquſped, 
__ Low foule. are pwrged, the ftormy rempeſt of the 
ſed, the clouds of forrow which _ 

the foule a = irituall. liberty is reſtored, forgivene 
of (in is ſealed, ſence of Gods loye communicated, and t 


nfs grocery reconciled unto God : all other life is bite 
unſavoury as death, iQ compariſon of a holy and graci- 
owe 

. In-regard of that efdte and condition ; whereinto- this |. 


| life dothrexalt and advance man; wi ing living in man makes 


man 4 childe of God, by, adoption, a ſpirituall freeman, a 
Fr ( onquerour over Satan, binkae: and. the, world, al, 

member of that. myſticall body. whereof Chriſt is the 

' a\King and Prieft'to God,. and an heyreof an.inhe-! 
ritance incorruptible reſerved inthe. Heavens ; no cre ane. 
doth ſo honour .man as his SanRification ; man 1s more to! 
be eſteemed for his holy walkang,. then, tor the higheſt ho-| 
nour the. Earth- is able. to conferre upon him + it is -not| 
mans.natarall, but: bis new+-birth that -makes-ban truly no-| 


ble ; OP: holinefſe, thorough mens ignorance and pro- | 
6.Lowneſſe o«, fancneſſe, 


| 


of. no cſteemewnh me, yet is this the pruae 
advancer- of man. 
6. In regard aa that Jowneſſe and baſeneſſe of fpirit from 


which this life doth free man :- man 1a his natucall cate 
iss, 


__—_— 


_ 


| 


| 


= that rule which the Spirit hath inthe word propoſed to | 
6 x 


. Natrnrall mans heart very baſe, 261 
is very baſcly minded, very diſhonourably diſpoſed, like the | 
decreped woman irvthe Goſpell, he is altogether bowed down, | 
and wholy bent to the things which are here below, min 
ding only-things earthly, wallowing like a Swine inthe dirt 
w, mire of the world, and fleſhly luſts ; but when Chrift| 
lives in man, when he puts the life of grace into man, he 
ennobles the heart of man, communicates- a- heavenly dif- 

tion to him, and puts the whole man mto a heaven. | 

frame, and ſets his heart to ſecke the things which aye 4- 
Gin he rayſ{eth his heart, his thoughts, his defires to the 
love, meditation. and ſeeking of things ſpirituall, as he ray- 
ſed the body of Lazarm from the grave : hee makes man 
to looke upon the world, as upon a * thing of wought, to {19-23-54 
repute all the fallneſſe of the Earth as 4wng and aroſe in| 213% 
compariſon of Chriſt, to leave all and follow Chrilt, as E-| 
b/pa lefe his yoakes of Oxcn and followed Elah ; having | 
Chriſt living in him, he minds- Chriſt, adheres-to Chriſt, | 
purſues and followes after Chriſt, makes Chriſt his crown |, , 
and portion : he hath an * excelent Spirit , like the Spint ) 1. = IG 
of Chriſt, contemning the glory of the world, as Chriſt] * * 
contemned it, with oe reputing the reproach of Chriſt, 
greater riches-then the treaſures of £gypr-; defpiſing all 
the profers and perſwaſions of the Earth, not regarding all the 
commations of the world ; hee chooſeth rather with the| 
three children to walke with Chriſt in the fiery ® fornace, | b Dan 3» 
then to live without Chriſt in the choyſeſt carthly pallace. 
He had rather be ayled- with Chriſt to the crofſe, then ſet | 
with Herod upon the throne. He faith to the'men of the, 
world, as Abraham 1n another caſe to the King of Sodomre; | 


give me the perſons, take thow the ſubſtance; give me Chriſt, 


take ye the world, give me things heavenly and eternall, 

take ye things earthly and temporall. He that hath Chriſt 

living in him reputes the world as nothing, Chriſt is both his 

crowne,. joy and portion. | 
7. tar of their honowruble walking, who have Chriſt 7. Hinourable 

liring- in them, they © walks in the Spirit, faith the Apos| walking. 

ſtle ; the Spirit moves and guides them to walke according | 5-25 - 


[ 


1 


% 


—_— 


—_— i. — IO —_ 


| 


—— 


wg ee ce 


4Mit.6, 24. 


Holy Walking, benonrable Walking. 
them, Lac Spirit makes their hearts within and hves with- 
out ſutable-tothat holinefſe which the law preſcribeth, they 
walk un che/pawer of the Spirit quickningand aſliting them; 
in the light of the Spirit dire&ing them 4 im the motion 
of the Spitit exciting then; and-ia the operation of che Spi-| 


| 


rit, enlarging their hearts with the knowledge of God, faith 


inGod, love to. God, and with the ſcnce and feeling of | 
Gods goodaelk towards them, and in the teitimony and c-| 
vidence of the Spirit;ſcaling up the forgivencs of their fins un- 
to them as the ſoule is not-idle, but operative in the bo-/ 
dy, diſtrigquting ſence, and motion to every member of the 
body + 2 the- Spirit of Chriſt, in them, | in whem Chrilt 
lives, 1s. not idle, but operative, manifeſting it fclfe 11 the 
truits and c#:Rs thereof ; the ſoule inables man to humane 
works and fcrvices, the Spirit of Chriſt living 19 man ina- 
bles man to ſpirituall duties and exerciſcs, to thine as a light 
in the nudſt of the froward generation among whom hce| 
lives 3.to walke as a childe of liybr, with Zachary and E- 
lizabeth to walie in all the Commandements of God and 
be blamelcſſe'; and this is the honour and crowne of a 
Chriſtians life, to walke as beſcemeth the Golpell, to walk| 
worthy of Gog,and his Chriſtian and holy calling ; be is moſt | 


| » 
lay the Lord b. «8-4. thev live 16 Satan, not doing the will 


honourable who expreſſcch moſt holinede in bis converta- | 
t10n. 

8. In regard cf the rerme mherennto they live, who have 
Chnſt living mthem; carrjall men whoarcalicns to the hfe. 
of - God; arid Chriſt, live to a very low, ignoble and baſe} 
terme, - they live to the world, minding and intending the| 
world, conforming themſelves to the example, cuſtome and | 
faibion of the world, they ſarve 4 ammon 2nd not God ;; 
to/ this: they live as fervants to the Maſter whom they ſen] 
they live unto themſelves and their owne luſts, walking at- 
ter their ewne ep coy propoſing their owne by and 
baſe ends, doing all things for themſelves, for their owne | 


profit, pleaſurt and applav ie; they {eve their © owne belly, and 
bat t 


(nit of the Divell, as Chriſt ſpeakes, and 


this' is the haneand' dubotour of the life of man, to live! 
_  -- 


—— —— 


|to tive 'to fach low, ty ane baſc ends as rheſe ; but they 
who bave Chrilt living in them, doc live unto Ged , jniten- 
ding God, making God ard his prayfe, the ſopreame end of 
their living z as a wife liveth to her husband ,. bringiag' 
forth children to her husbard ; © a 'vine liveth to. the! 


him; and a flocke l:veth to him that is the Maſter of 


ownes them 2: thus theſe men live to Cod, bringing ' 
forth all their frait andencreafe to Cod £ Whether We live? 


die We die wnto the Lord, Whither We [ive therefore cr die We 


er; but to be Chriſts as his proper and peculiar people, | 
2, By reeciving all their diretion from Chriſt, and not wal- | 
{ king after their owne imagination, taking Chriſts word, as| 
the 1/raelires did the fiery pillar, and the wiſe ten the ſtarre, 
tocondu them in all their goings, 3. By furrenaring theme | 
ſelves up to Chriſt, to doe his 2nd not their owne will ; as) 
ſervants to doe the will of the: Maſter with whom they 
are entred into covenant, -4. By waking Chriſt their re- 
fuge, fiying to him in their diſtreſſes, as ſervants to their 
Maſters. 5- By winding Chriſt, and intending his glory in 
all that they doe , even to the very end of their life, | 
preferring Chriſlts honour aboye their owne wel-/ 
| fare, being willing to abaſe themſelves, that they may! 
exalt Chriſt : and as they live to Chriſt, fo they dye! 
bh Chriſt, acknowledging him to have the power! 
of death in his hand, ſabwuting with patience to the des | 
cxee of Chriſt , touching botl! time and manner of their 
diffolution, being willing to glorifie Chriſt by their death, 
reſigning themſelves wholy into the hands of Chriſt,when| 
the houre-of death comes upon theiti. Tt isthe earneſt de- 
fire and unfained jhdeavour of all gracious perſons , both in 
life -and death, to make the vame of Chriſt” glorious 
looking byond-themſelves - to God and Chriſt- Jeſus in 
v7 their dvings and ſutfermgs, As they are endowed with 


Glerifying of God, fupreame end of "2 ; 


Maſter of the vineyard, bringing forth his fruite to! 


the fecke, yeclding all their encreaſe to him that: 


263 


_ noble |_ _ 


| ave the Lords : They live unto the Lord, 1. Ac khnowledging| Living to God| 
themſclves not to be their owne, or tnder their owne pows- | what ? 


& ——— 


_— —.——— 


— 


— 


(faith the Apeſtle) we live ® wo the Lord, or Whether wee p Romy .s. | 


[ 


_— ” _—_ — ——  - —— — 
- 


— 
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© Hakang Chriffgloriow i prime endeavour of gracious perſont. | 


' |-honour of a ſervants life ? but to-liveito his Maſtcr in the 


noble principles within, in their inward man, ſo they 
have honourable ends without, in their extcrnall worke: 
as their life is originally from Chriſt ; fo their motion 
is to Chriſt , he is the prime obzeR of their intendment, 
-as they have their life from him,:fo they live unto him ; | 
| and this is the honour of the life of a Chriſtian, to live] 
ito Chriſt. What is the honour of a wives life? but to: 
|-live to her husband, and not to ſtrangers ; What is the 


| Faithfull diſcharge of his office, And what is 4c honour 
| of a Chriſtians life ? but to live to Chriſt, and not to 
"his owne corrupt aff:Fions ; doubtleſe every mans life is 
more or lefſe honourable and glorious, as hee lives more 
-or leſſe to God and the Lord Jeſus .: And thus it ap- 
{ peares that. their life in whom'Chriſt lives, is of the lives 
of all people, the moſt excellent and honourable : Their 
fy, by walking bumbly in the | 


life is glorious in profperh 
midſt of their abundance ; in adverſity, by walking pati- 
ently in all their ſufferings : In temptation, by walking 
betcevingly., reſting upon God with a firme and fare 
confidence ; In ſition, by walking comragionfly , hol- | 
ding falt theie. profeſſion of Chriſt Jeſus : In lofs, by 
| walkiog j fully, knowing have an _ ſubſtance 
in Heaven; In all eſtates and conditions,by walking holily and 
circumſpeRly,ſhining like the light morc and more to the day 
of their perfection. 


— ——_—_ w_—_—_— _—_— 


i 


pm — — 


Cn AP, XXIIINL 


| T5 Ut if their life in whom Chriſt lives, be of all lives 
Ord cr 
as live this life are in outwar 
|epooncedfal thn ome p< peg 
cable. | & 


PS WY 


SS 


| 


— 


m_— 


Clriitians life in hid, diſynared, JECTS | 
I arſwer it ſocomes to poſi. 1, By reaſon of the ſecrecy and uo metal 


ſpirunality of theiy life : ther life is a hiddet1 like, it 1s bud wich holy life o pee 
« (kriſtin God, faith the Apcftle,as the fe of the branch in| 1-4 

the winter 18 hidden in the root, and hath little appearaizce # ©%%3- 
n the branch ; thus rhe glory ofa Chriſtians life, is hidden in | 
God, the outward tplendour and beauty thereof, many times, | 
appeares not ; Beloved (faith S Fohn ) now we are the ſonnes 

of God, we have now a very blefſed and glorious life with 

God z but it doth not yet \ appeare what we ſhall be, but we, i 1 Iob.z,t,u. 
know that when he (hall appeare we ſhall be like him;- the, 
Bower hath- a-glorious lite ſurpaſſing Salomon in all hs royal | | 
x3, yet inthe winter, it is h1 under the Earth, but when | 


—_—  _——— 


vernall Sun es, then the flower appeares in her beau- 
ty ; thus when Chriſt who is our life ſhall appeare, then ſhall 11. 6 
we appeare with hin in glory, though our lite be now hidden 
in obſcurity, | 
2, This comes to paſſe thorough the ignorance of carnal men; | 1,1ynorance. 


: 


| _ knew not, the true Chriftian hath a life, and in that 
li 


| things of the Spirit of God, they are fooliſhneſſe unto him, net- 


| I 


Scandalous mouths haye ever beene moſt (hamefully open - | 


«oil Ss gainſt | 


the blind-man tees not the glory ofrihe Sun, the carnall man | 
by reaſon of his fpirituall blindneſle, fe:s not the glory of a | 
Chriſtians lifz. - Chriſt had meat-and driake which the Dif- 


ifkean bonour, anda glory which the. carnall man diſcenes |, , eo, ,, 
not ; The naturall man ( faith S, Pawl) receiveth * not the 


ther can he know them, becauſe they axe fpirunally diſcerned: 
carnall men thorough their igrorance repute that the foulc| 
ſhame of man, which is indeed the choyſ:{t glory of man; 
holinefſe the ſpeciall workmanfhip of the Spirit of God upon 
man, the brighteſt (tarre ſhining in the firmament of mans | 
ſoule, thericheſt and moſt orient pcarle in the Cabiact of | 
mans heart, 1s looked on, and cenſured by corrupt and car- 
nall man, asthe only diſgrace and- ſhame of man ; fea» | 
king * evill (as S. Peter: laith ): of the things which they undery-\ 1 u Prev ary, 
Hand not, 

3. It ſocomesto paſſe rhorowgh the diſgrace and reproach | 3-R proach, | 
which 14 caſt upan them that live the life of prace : holinefſe 
hath ever beene cumbred with ;the fouleſt traducements. 


_— 


a 


_—_— 
— 


| m Mai 2. 


vu Mat.e. 


0 Rev.g, 


| 4 Corruption 
remaingog, 


pa Cori 


| 


| againſt ſoch as have been moſt holy intheir converſation ; the 
beſt men haveever had the worſt report. Chriſt ſurpaſſed 


| 


Ir isnot ſome, butall manner of evillfaying, which is hcaped| 


Jaoper feltion in Gods children, 


all in holinefſe as the Sunne the candic in brightueſſs, and 
who ever was equall to him in reproxches, they ſaid of 
him that he was « friend of ® Pablicans and ſinners, that he 
had a Divell, was mal, and that by Belzebub the Prince 

the Divels he caſt ont Divels ; and Chriſt fore-told his Vit 
ciples that men (hould revile them and perfecute them, and; 
{ay all ® manner of evill ſaying againſt them falſly for hu ſake : 


upon Godschildren ; the wayes and werkers of godlincfſc 
are loadcn. with innumerable reproaches, as the ſmoake out of 
the bottomlefſe pit inthe Revelation did darken the * Swnne and 
the aire; ſo docthe ſmoaky fcandals of caraall men, whoſe 
throate is aw open Sepulcher, obſcure and darken the names, 
perſons and lives - Ch ſervants ; hee that departs from 
miquity making biaelfe a , as the Prophet of ol 
rs wh prey to the thoughts of men ſecretly to cenfure 
him, a prey to the hands of mcn to oporifle um, and a 
prey to the tongues of men to traduce him, and the ho-| 
nour and glury of the lives of Gods children is much ob- 
_— thorough the ſcandals which alwaycs are calt upun 

pens | 

4. This likewiſe comes to paſſe thorongh ſome corruption 
get remaining in Gods childre» ; thorough ſome failings 
wherewith they are ſomerimes orvcr-taken ; _ 
Chriſt live in them, yet they are not ſo full of h 
but that there is ſome (inne, like a diſ:aſe, or cvill hu- 
mour in a living body , abxding in them, they have 
an E/as as well 2s 'a Jacob in their wombe , ſome 
tares of finne growing with the wheate of grace 
the ficl4 of their hearts 5 they carry a ? pricke of im 
bred corruption in their A:!h, and this luſteth agamſt 
the ſpirit, againſt their regenerate part, as the « /ma- 
lekiter fought againſt Joſawah, and ſometimes it foilcs 
them, as they ſometime: prevailed over foflnah ; and 


aS an inward evill humour fomerimes breakes out in- 


| 


to an epcn ulcer, fo doth this hidden aiid remaining 
| corrup- 


| 


| Wayes of Godly miſcjudged. PO... 

corruption, fometimes vent and ſhew it felfe in ſome, 
tayling, as in Job, David, Feremy, Peter, and the' 

choyſclt of Guds fervants 3 and as one ulcer doth much! 

obicure the, beauty of the face, ſo one failing doth much! 

ecclipſe and darken the glory of the converſation of Gods 

children ; if > childe of God keepe not himſclfe 9 axfpor- | 4 tamr.26; 

ted of the World, if hee fails but 2 little, the world will 

blot and blaze his name all over, if they efpye but a little 

ſpot now and then in him, they will report and pro-| 

claime him as one that is leprous all over, | 


mi{Þrifion and miſ-imerpretarion of the Wayes avd Workes of. 
You children ; Their hes are blood- ſhoe. they behold as | 

oings of Gods ſervants in a falſe xlafſe, and they appeare 
unto them in contrary colours, and as Hamns fcrrants 
miſinterpreted Davids * kindnefſe, and handled his men as r 2 Sam.1 6, 
ſp#r, who were ſent as comforters ; thus they mifinterpret | 
the doings ef the rightzous and cenſure therr knowledge | 
as crrour, their picty as hypocrifie, their zcale as fren- 
tie, their attendance on Gods ordinances as idlencſſ?, | 
their Gacred mectings as confederacies and combinations, | 
their workes of mercy as workes of oftentation and vain- 
glory ; ſuch as are farthelt from fincerity, and the greateſt 
deccivers, are- molt ready to charge hopocrific upon” Oo | 
thers ; ſuch as are lcaſt induſtrious to examine their owne 
hearts arc uſually the ſcvereſt cenſurers of other mens lives,. 
and thus they change the cleare and ſhining day of a god- 
ly mans life, into an obſcure and darke night , calling e- | 1 Sarp,17.28. 
| vill good, and good evill, putting light for darkeneffe and 
———_ for light; as wee may ſee in David, Part and! 
OtnNcrs. 


Gods children : They in whom Chriſt lives are for the} 
molt part of low cltate and fl:nder reputation in rhe eye | 
of the world, Chriſt at firſt was borne of a Virgin, eſpou-- 
{:d to a Carpenter, her condition no way conſ»icuoius and 
glorious in the eyes of men, and Chriſt is now for the 


moſt part formed. againe in the hearts of mea, farre ow 
a _— 


— 


—  —_— — 


5. This alfo commeth thus to paſſe, therowgh mens 5.Miſ-judgings 


6. This likewiſe is fo, by reaſon of the baſe ont-ſide of| 6 Baſe our-Gie 


( 


| 


tt 


——_—_— —_ 
CC—_— 


Gods people of iow andffited Condition, 


all exterpall pomp and glory, God having choſen poore | 
things and baſe things, and things which are not, to con- | 
found the things which are, .and ce pove (Cath Chriſt )- 
receive the Geſpell, and bl:f-4 is hee that 14 not off:nded 

ig me, that doth not Ramble,.and take off:ace, at 'mee, 


| by reaſon of the low and 11:11der eſtate of them that re-! 
' exive and imbrace me preached in the Gofpell. And the: 


Prophet hath told us long {ioce that Gods pays are an | 
allied. poore pcople 4 and, this (doth , much obſcure the 
honourableacile of their life, . in the eye of the world, who ; 
uſually jadge nothing excellent and honourable, but that | 
which us externally pom and glorious, as wee ſc 

expcricnce both. in Chriſt and his members, Mar. 13. 55, 
[6k.2.1,2,3,4. 106.7.4*.49: | 
7. Laſtly, thus it likewiſe comm*th to paſſe, rborongh + 
the manifold affiifliens Which attend the rightrow ; they in| 
whom Chriſt lives are hated of the world, perſecuted by | 
the men of the Earth and purſued with many tronbles, 
walking like the //raclizes thorough the red Sea of many 


afili ions , deſtitute, afflicted, tormented in Sherpes and 
Goats: thinnes, in Caver and in Dennes 5} Killed all the) 
day long, and arcounced as Sheepe for the ſlaughter, as 
the Pllmiſt ſpeakes, and” theſe affliions- are 'a great| 
darkning of the glory of their life in the eyes of 
the World, as the cloudes darken the Sunne in the 
eyes of men', continuing in it lfe bright and beauti- 
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- Chriſt living in us, purging oar corruptions, pardoning 


TT Life of Gads children acheerſult Life. 


Cuar XXV. 


Oth Chriſt live in the ſoules of Cods children 2 then the ! . Life of God 
bfe of Gods children is of all the lives of men, rthemofs childien 2 1 
joyfull and cheerfoll, the moit plcafant and comfortable, The | <becrtull life, 
Sunne 15 the joy and comfort of the world ; Chriſt the Sunne 
of Righteoutnefle is the glory, joy and comfort of the ſoule : 
The more fully and pewerfully Chriſt verh in man,the grea- | 
ter is the joy of man ; Chrilts camming unto man is tydings 
of great joy, Behold (nd the Angell) 7 bring you good ty- —_— 
dings of great toy, which ſhall be unto all people, for wato you i | 
borne thus day in the City of Divid a Saviowr, which « Chriſt the | 
Lord. This is great joy tor the Author, matter, quality,quan- 
tity and duration of it : All joy is but heavineſſe to the ha+ig 


our off.nces, Filling us with all herwenly bleiings, and ſweet» 
ly and powerfully ruling over us : The comming of the Arky 
miniſtred fuch joy to 1fracl, that they gave 4 bout, which | 
made the earthto ring ; how much more doth the commin 
of Chriſt in the Goſpell, and miniſtration of ſpiricuall life 
to Gods choſcn,'tmake them joyous and comfortable, wit- 
ne{ſ: the men of Samaria, of w it 1s recorded, thit upon 
Philips preaching the (ofpell totbem, the ej: &ion of Saran, | 
and conſcquently Chriſts beginning to live within them, | 
there was. great 'oy tn that City: And all joy and gladnefle doth | aa, gs. 
indeed accompany Chriſts living in man, 1, Where Chriſt Where Chriſt 
hves, there is the joy of life, of ſpiritual life, of the life of lives is joy of 
|God, a life in reſpec whereof altother life is but death; and | *+Lte- 
therefore as the Father of the Prodigall faid to his ſervants, | 
bring hirher the fatred Calfe and kill it, and let us cat and be Luk.15, 
| merry, for this my Sonne was dead and is alive, he was loſt and 's | 
found. Thus the man 1n whem Chriſt lives, hath great cauſe 
to be merry, becauſe his ſfoule was dead andig alive, was loſt | _ 
and is found 2, Where Chriſt lives,there is ioy of Light, The | * Eight. 
> ae the aire with temporall light ; Chnſt fils the _ | 
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em, 


Exod.15. 
4 Victory, 


with ſirituall light, with all knowledge and wiſedome, = 
fpirituall underlt inding : And as the bezholding of the Starrc 
hll:d the wiſe m2g with/excetding great 525 ; {o doth the 


5.Regeremaris.) ory over the Philiſtines, 5, Where Chriſt lives,there 1s the 


ſhining of Chri't into the ſoale of m1a fill min with great 
Jay aad rej yciag. 3. Where Chritt lives,thzre is the ioy of /i- 
berey 4 Chrilt reitoriag life t» Lazar (et him free from the 
grave, and from the t:llowhip of the dead, his -cves. were 
\ree to ſee, hiscxres to heare, /histongutz co {prake, bis hands 
to worke, and his feetto walk: ; Chriſbliving in min m1kes 
'min free from the death of (inae, tram caraall fellowſhip 
; with them that are dead in fians ; he makes hia tree in his 
; yaderitanding to-know God, 1a his thoughts tom 2ditate up- 
onGod, in his memory toremember God, and in his aff :i- 
ons to beleeve in God, to love God; and to walke in the 
{Wayes of God ; And this liberty miniſters to the ſoule -as 
great a cauſ:of rejoycing, as cver //ras/ conceive4upon their 
(treedome from.the Egyptians. 4. Where Chriltltves,there is 
the #0y of vittory, Woen David came into the Iraclitith army 
he gave them victory over Goliah and all the Philiſtines, they 
all fled ; when Chriſt comes into, and lives in the foule of 
man, he overcomes Satan, he diflolycs his workes, he calts 
that ſtrong man out, he ſubdues all che corruptions that are 
lin man : They that are (briſts' (faith Saint Pav/) bave crwi- 
fied the fleſh with the affettions aud luſt: ;, they have gotten a 
blcfſ:d and bonouralbe victory over Satan, theinſclves, and the 
world 4 -a yitory miviſtringto-them greater cauſe of rejoy- 
cing, then Ifracl hid, - when they gave a ſhout for their vi- 


joy of regeneration, adoption and fanifieation, Chri'lt mikes 
us the ſonnes and daughters'of Gol, the friends and lovery of 
God,+who were aliens and enemicy to God ;he makes ws 
cleane who were denied ; he abalicherh the character and 
_ of Satan,and engraves the Image of CGad on our ſoules; 
he like a r-ſiners fire, and fullars ſope, puts away the {ot and 
drofſe of our (inne, narify102 and purging us as gald and (il- 
ver, that we may offer to the Lord an offering of rig hteow(mrſſe : 
And this afards us matter- of greater rezoycing then Naamen 


joyce 


— 


na upon his being cleanſed from his leprofic in Forden : Re- 


es me 


hl Manifold joyes of 4 godly Life. | 


mm 
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= Ch rift the choiſeſt Riches, 


— OO 


Soyce not in this (faith Chriſt) that the Ffirits are made ſubictt 
wnto you, but rather reoyee tn thu, that = HAS afe mritten 
in Heaven, that you have a-name with 


our corrupt :#:cions, then from having all the werld put un- 
der vs, 6. Where Chriſt lives there is the 5oy of riches, he cannot 


is vr:(carchable riches, as Gideon {aid of E;hraim, the gleaning! 


| nings, the ſmallcſt gatherings of Chriſt, arc better then the 
vintage, then the greateſt abundance of the world, Chriſts 
ſpiritual! gifts and graces arc the choiſcſt of all riches ; all the 
riches of the world are but ſtraw ard ſtubble to this pearle; he | 
| that hath this hath cauſe of bely gloryisg & rezoycing in his 
| wealth, as the Merchant inthe Parable had joy upon the fin- 
| ding of the precious pearle : The rich man in Saint Zeke ha- 
; vipg pulled downe his barnes, builded them greater, and fil- 
led them with worldly ſtore, bid his ſoule ( though upon 
weake grounds) eat, drinke and be merry, becauſe he kad goods 
| cnngh laid np for many yearesr, The man that hath pulled 
downe his luſts, new built his heart, and reccived Chriſt to 
ive and dwell there, may upon better grounds bid his ſcule | 
cat,drink and be merry; for having Chriſt he hath afull and an 
abiding ſubſanceghe hath treaſure enough for ever. 7. Where 
| Chriſt lives, there is the joy of peace, reconciliation, and ſweet 
communion ; he brings us yigh to C'od, as Jo/eph brought his | 
| brethren nigh to Pharach ; he makes God a tather and friend 
to us ; he cauſeth the face of God to (hine upon us more come | 
fortably then Sunne, and filleth us with that peace which 


ſelt comforts, a life for delights. turpaſſing the lives of rich | 
men, Nobles, Conquerours, and all pleaſure-hunters, as the 
Paradiſe doth ſurpaſle the wildernefſe, and the glorious Sunne 
therotten gloc-worme, . 

ut. 


Y 3 


— 


| 


| 


God, that you arc by | 
adoption the chileren of Cod , that you are ſarRifed and | 
| clearſee from yeur finnes'; The worke of holineſle miniſters | 
marc joy to ( eds ſervants, then the gift of working mira- / 
| cles ; there is more comfort arifcth ftrem the fubiugation of | 


' 


be poore and miſcrable that bath Chrift living in him, Chriſt | 


of Ephraim are bett er then the vintage of Abiezzr : {othe glea- | 


paſſeth all wnderſtanding, ave thus he makes the life of them | 
in whom he lives a very ſweet and pleaſant life, a life of hoi- | 


Mm | 


6. Riches, 


Luke 15. 


7.Peace, 
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Grounds or 

cauſe; of ſor- 
row in Gods 
children. 

| 1. Remaining 


COrruptuons 


i R 
2. Abercations, 


t-Sitans aſs 


Corraption. Falling, 
But you will ſay if their life in whom Chriſt lives, be ſach 
a ſect and pleaſant, fach a joyous and comfortabl- hfe, 
| whence1s it that many of th:m 1n whom Chrilt lives, arc ſo 
ad and forrowfull , and of all others many timcs in out- 
Ward the moſt uncomfortable livers ? 
I nlicer, the ſorrow and fadnefſe of them in whom Chriſt 
lives ariſcth : 
| x. Fromthe —_ which | are 5 ty ug in 
the thonghthey doe not deſtroy the ,yet they now 
as and hinder the comfort of bodily life : Clouls 
inthe aire though they doe not abolih the Suane, yet they 
hinder the light of the Snane, and darken the aire. Thas cor- 
ruption in them that live the lite of grace, thouzh they doe 
"nor deſtroy and aboliſh this holy lif:, yet they many times 
abate rh* comfort -of 'it, obſcure and darken Chrifts living in 
man, and untill they are overcome and diſpelled, th:y mt- 
niſter occaſion of ſorrow and Fadneſ> to the ſoules of Gods 
[ehildren, cauſinz them with David to complaine of them as 
of a heavy burthen ; and with Paat to cry out, O miſerable 
was that I am , who ſhall de/ruer me from this body of death, 
Where Chriſt lives there is joy, becauſe the life of ace hath 
therearinchoation ; there is forrow, becauſe ſinnz hath not | 
yet it's compleate difſolation, and buriall. /ſrae/ had 
*joy in'therr vitory over the land of 'Canaws ; they had for- 


[row, becauſe ſome Canaenires yet remained among them : 
[The children of God have much joy from their ſ>irituall con- 
\quzſt, though ſomewhat fadded by their fleſhly oppoliti- 
-ONS. 

2, This ariſ:th from ſome particular aberrations of Gods chil. 
dren, of which they arc ſoinctime guilty ; ſometimes they 
ſtep atide from Gods way, their hearts hang looſe, and cleave 
not cloſe to God, Satan gets an advantage againſt them, and 
foilss them ; and as fone great Fill takes away the fence and 
confort of bodily life for the preſen* : Thas Gods children | 
through ſome fall doc loſe the comfort of Chriſt living in 
none, and are very forrowfall, as a man whoſe bones are bro- | 


3. This arifeth from ſome violent afſawle of Satas, God Het 
im 


li. Mt, 


(Hs 


SU ee 


| | : 
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him looſe upon them, to bn Tet them for their humiliarion for 
firne paſt, or for excirarion from ſecurity for the preſent, or 
| for evention for the time to come, and while this tempta- 
tion laſteth; the joy of their ſpiritual Iife 1s eclipſed, as the 
joy of arich man is darkened, while bis houſe is beſieged ; 
the joy of a City is diſturbed, while the Gege againſt it laſteth; 


while the violent tor me contingerh : Though Geds children 
have a Tich treaſure of grace, a blefied portion of ſarrituall 
wealth within them;yer the joy hereof is much abated for the 
preſent, by reaſon of Satans violent temptation ; Gods chil- 
dren” through the forc2 and fury of the aflault ot Satan, arc 


| fomtimes difabledeo makea comfortable uſc of the gifts they 


| haverececived. 


4. This ariſeth from the ſinfulneſſe and great impicties which 
they ſee in others among Whom they live, The Lords people have 
| matter of forrow and humiliation miniſtred to them, not 
onely from their owne (innes, but alſo from the ſins of other 
p:ople ; they ſee the name of God is diſhonoured, the Chri- 
than prefe(ſion is diſgraced, the mouth cf the common ad- 
verſary is opencd, the welfare of the Church is hazarded, the 
removall of the Goſpell is threatened, and many puniſhments 
are inflicted, by the exorbitancies of many living within the 
Pale of the C burch, and for this they are much gricved and 
very deeply humbled ; their righteous ſoule with Lot is vexed 
from:day today with their unlawfull deeds,in ſeeing and hea- 
ring ; and their 'cyes with David guſh eut With rivers of 
teares, becauſe men keep not the Law of God ; and with the 
marked ones in Ezekel, they figh and ery for all the abomi- 
natioris which are done in the Family, City, Congregation, 
and Kingdome whereof they are members3-they are unwor- 


and as the joy. of the Merchant in his rich treaſure ceaſcth, | 


' 4+ Impieti:s of 


| others. 


thy the name of Chriſtians, who ſorrow not for other mens 
impictics. 


the toud, and prepared ao Arke:; Fo/tph foxtiaw the come | 
ming of the fautine; arid accordinglyrinade preparation z the | 
Skill Mariners tereſee the ſtorme , -atd- betake them-| 


Yy 3 ſelves 


2 Pet.2.8. 


Plr1g.1zs, 


Ezck. 9.4+ 


5. This ariſeth from their previſion, preconſideratian, and $.Forefightof 
foreſight of futwre calamitits. Noah forcfaw the comming of '**=* calzmt- 
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|Prov.am 3- (ve ante the haven ; The wiſe man ( faith rams) 


&My bely (Gith he), cremwbled, my lips quivered at the voice, 


Yot-1 


Foreſight of ovils ncanſrof preſent yriefe 


the euill, and hideth bimſelfe, humbleth himiſcite, ad- 


hides himſelfe with the Lord : Be merciful nnto me, O God, 
be merciful unto me (faith the Pſalmiſt) for my ſoule rraſtech wn. 
thee, yea in the ſhadow of thy-wings will 1 hide my ſelfe wntill theſe 
calamities be over- paſt He {aw the rage ofthe adverſary again(t 
him, their intendment of evill to him, their A and 
determination to take his life from him, he faw the abſence 


petition unto God, humbles himfelfe before him ; and as the 


drefſ=th himſalle to God, makes his' peace with God, and} 


all hamane help to aſſiſt him ;. and: therefore he makes his | 


tf 


ickens betake themſelves to the wings of the Hen, to hide 
them from the tempeſt, raine, wind and cold comming upon 
them : So did the Plalmiſt betake him(clfe to the Lord, to the 
wiſcdome, power, truth, and: goodneſſe of God, as to the 
wings of protection ; the clearer diſcerning men haveet in- 
bangs ow evils, the more ef2ually they apply them(clves to 
God for future refuge ; Mens ignorance and. inconliderate- 
neſſ: of fatare jadgements, makes them obſtivate in-prelent 
impictics, taking no notice of the cvill of finne, untill the 
evill of puniſhment come upon them : The ſimple (faith So- 
lomon ) paſſe on and are puniſbed ; but men whoſe ſoules 
are ſanified, whoſe eyes are ſee the raine of Gods 
diſpleaſure afar off in the clouds, and hide themſelves from it. 
Elyah, ſeeing a little cloud- ariſing out of the Sea like a mans 
hand, bid his ſervant goe up and* ſay to «Fhad, prepare thy 
charet, and get thee downe that the raine (top thee not, and 
Ahab rode and went to Jezreel, The children of God diſcer- 
—_— wrath of God afar off when it is but a little,cven in 


and teares, 
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| 
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| * Qviefs for Charches af fiiftion,” 275 
rofrenneſſe entred into my bones, and I trembled in my ſelfe, rhat 
1 might reſt in the day of tronble When be commeth up unto the peo- 
be Will invade them with his trenpes, Here is 4 declaration of 

{his great ſorrow and humiliation at the hearing *nd fore- 
| _— of a judgement yet to come ; and here is the reaſon 

why hedid it, and the fruit arifing from it, even reſt in the day 
of trouble, fyrcet and ſure acquieſcence in God, gracious and 
mighty protection under God, when the trouble foreſeene | 
ſhould come. eAlthongh the fig-tree ſhall not 5loſſome, neither 
ſhall fruit be in the vines, the labour of the Olive ſpall faile, and 
the fields ſhall yeeld no meat, the flocke ſhall be cnt off from the 
| fold, and there ſpall be no heard in the ftals : There is the reat 
! defolation and devaſtation of the land, all this notwithſtan- 
ding the Prophet having humbled himfelfe, is confident of * 
comfort in this great diſtrefſe : Ter (Gaith he) / will reiogce is 
the Lord, I will 1oy in the God of my ſalvation ; the Lord u my 
frength, my helper, my ſeld, my comforter ; he ſhall make my 
feer like Hinds feer, and he will make me to Walke pon mine tigh 
| places, making me ſeeure and ſafe, comfortable and cheertull 
inthe day of trouble. Unfained hamiliation in the daycs of 
peace miniſters great comfort and confidence in the houre of 
diſtreſs. He that ſees the evill afar of and is humbled, (hall 
have comfort when theevill commeth, 
| 6. This ariſeth from the diſtreſſe which Gods children [ce _ of 
pon the Church of Chriſt ; they fay not of the Church as (ain _ 
did of Abel, am 1 wy brothers, am F the Churches Keeper ? 4 
they anſwer rot the Church complaining in her aff/i&tions,| 
as ſometimes the Prieſts and Elders anſwered Jud in his 
anguiſh, what i that to ne, ſte thou to that ; but Gods chil» M457 
dren have a fympathy and fellow-feeling of the troubles of 
their brethren ; they are not of their number who are at ea/#in A936 
Sion, eating the Calfe of the flall, drinking their wine in bowles, | 
&c, but are not grieved fer the affliflion f Joſeph : But they | 
like the members mm the body naturall, it one member ſuffer 
all the members ſuffer with it ; weeping with them that weep z | 13.1, 41, 
remembring them that are in bonds, as bound with them, and | 
| them which fuffer adver ry, as being themſelves in the body, | 

{Such is their love tothe Church of Chriſt, ſachs their fre 
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1.Parivy, 


T  Charalterref Chriti long in Mon, Pwriy, | 
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after, and. pleaſure in. the Churches, welfare ; ſuch is their 
coniunio» with the Church, and: their appreheuſion of the 
cſtate of the Church, that the Churches unuſccics are. their; 
ſorrowes.. | 
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=P conſideration of Chrilts living'in-all Gods children, | |; 
may give ns jaſt occaſion ts examine our ſelves, and to þ- 

et good and cleare evidence of Chrilts living in our ſoules. | - 
| is is the crowne and comfort of a Chriſtian to have Chriſt 
liring ia him : The more we arc aſſured of this, the more 
ſweet and comfortable will the meditation of Chriſt be unto- 
us, and the greater our courage agaialt all oppoling powers, 
and the more cheerfull ſhall: we be in Chrilts ſervice, And 
this we (hall diſccrne, 

I. By the purity of awr converſation, Thie orderof our life 
without is {atabic to the root and Prineiple of our life, with- 
in ; he that hath a humane ſoaule, and life within him, doth 
out wardly walke, ſpeake, and worke asa man ; he that hath 
Chriſt- living in bim, converſeth, walketh, worketh, doth 
all things outwardly asa Chriſtian, coaformeth. himſcife to 
Chriſt; is a&cd; moved and-guided by Chriſt Living in him, 
as the body is moved and guided by. the foulc living in the 
fame : Chriſt living ia him, writes bu Law in bu hears, new 
moulds, new fahioas and _ his whole man, and mikes 
it futable to the Law, cauſing him to be holy in all manner of 
converſation 4s be that hath.called bim. is haly,malcing him a/ive ro 
God, receiving all his dirction from God, to be wholly ſab- 
3:T unto Gods will, totally devoted to Gods ſervice, to doc 
every thing for God, and to iatend God above him(clfe, or | 
any thing clſz; as Chriſt in the daycs of his fleſh did all accor- 
ding tothe Commandement his Father gave him, he ſought 
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| aot his owne but his Fathers hanour. Thus he in whom Chriſt 
lives, makes Gods word tho rule that guides him, he ſeekes 
God and not himf-ife, he pareflerh himfelfe as Chriit 4 pure, 
 andſtrives what in him lies, that he miy approve him(clte to 
God by walking humbly and holily wich God, | 

2. By mans invincibleneſſe, He that bath-Chriſt living in 


his life, and as Chriſt is invincible, fo is the life of Chriſt 
inthem that are his, linne and: Satarymay now and then foile 
them, but can never extinguiſh-che life of grace 1n them z be» 
cauſe Chriſt who liveth in them is (tronger then all that doth 
oppole them, Ye are of God (faith Saint John) endowed with 
the life of God, and have overcome, beeauſe greater u be that 
in you then he that 14 in the world, Chrilt living in his children, 
is greater then Satan who lives in carnall men, and therefore 
they are invincible, We krow (faith the ame Apoſtle) char 
whoſoever ts borne of God ſinneth not, is not under the power 


ſiane. ; but he that 14 begotten of God keepeth himſelfe, and that 
| wicked one roncherh him not, he keepeth kimfelfe z«that which 
| is proper unto God, is transferred to the children of God, 
and they. are ſaid to. keep: themfelves who indeed are kept of; 
God, being kept (as Saint - Peter, ſaith) - throwgh - the power of 
God nnto ſalvation, having Chriſt living in them, the whole 
armour of God put upon them,the gifts of the Spirit commu- 
nicatced tothem,giving themſelves to the ſtudy and practiſe of 
<xpron eſſe, and being ' moqpans and fcryent in holy and huim- 
e ſupplication anto ; they axe kept that theevill one 
doth not touch them, his temptations are refilted, he cannot 
extinguiſh the life of Chriſt « ageny inall aſaults,affictions, 
mptations, and tryals,. they are more then Conquerours 
hChbriſt loving. them, and living-in them ; Chriſt fu-! 
{taines them 1nthe delage of afilition, as the Arke ſuſtained 
Noah inthe of- waters :. And chough they ſometimes) 
(lip through the znfirmity-of the flelb, yet they grieve under 
the-burthen. of-theig corruption , they are diſpleaſed. with 
themſelves, they depart not from the Itare of the Lord, they 


of (ione, gives no- allowance to finne, makes not a trade of 
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1 Toha 5,18, 


Rom.8.37, 


dads and revive, they prevaile as Foſowah over the Amales | 
_ l Kites 


| 


him is very victorious, even as Chriſt is: viorious, Chrilt is alavinciblenes) 
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4 


from fGane and 
| the world. 


{ x1 Cor,6, 


x. a 


23.Preſer ration 


Rom.b, 
Gal.s. 


© thſtinpure es and Forld, © 


the lif2-is 


W 


ſtrong a 
boy ihigerkinge without Chriſt doth purritic and rot in finne, he 
Wes worſe and Worſe ; but Chriſt living in man, he is pre- 
$rved from fins, tinne doth not reigne over him ; 
are Chrifts have crucified the fleſh with the + Rions and 
laſts, their ſoules are purified by Chriſt as the gold by the re- 
finers fire, and the cloath by the Fullers ſoape ; 
kept by Chriſt as the Garden 
the dweller ; they are purged 
from clouds and vopers 


rH they grow ſtreng 


, antill they 


er and 


like the houſe of Dal 
vid, they goe forward like 1/rar/ in the way to Canaen, from 
appcare before the Lord in 
yg they fine more az4-more, like the light unto the day of 
\perfeRion : The loriger Chriſt liverh in chem,the more pertc= 
Ginacf lite is miniſtred _ thera, ſeth Pie Ae 

mans preſerving and keeping om om 
the sf 7d aton the body 


from putrcfa&tion, when | 


3 thews robe a 


his <p pars ou wardly, and 


Ty life in _— wap 
to it wit zk m 
have hls etiruriities 3 in Heaven , 
ry i Pos rior} Gas, at the right 
thereof : This he fountalne afer 

the Sunne in whoſe light they An work ripe x "with 
defire to be enriched, the thi 


which they 
firc ſites with ple wo 
an, 596 19s _—_ = 


in whom Chriſt lives arc preſcrved from| 
From the earth, 


man to life up his 


ty and nature of r 
deſire the things 


enof *avkores 2; they _ 


ne thebody i and rots ; but whites hife is 
gorous in the body, the body is freſtrand come- 


they that 


they are 


Ne as the houſe by 
(mae as the aire is purged | 
by the wind and Sun ; they are mefed 
and ſanttified in the name of the Lord Jeſms, and by the Spivie of 
our God, Chriſt communicates ſpiritual! health, and heavenly 
beauty to their ſoules, he 
to himſelfe, he makes them ſhine as lights, he will not ſoffct 
firme to remaine like a mortall wound or loathſome ulcer upon 
mer but he miniſters ſprricuall healmg to them by the 


14r 


his grace inward- 


om Chrift lives 


yr forgtup ory - 


which they de- 
ir life ; Chriſt 
of Chriſt, ther 


0) 


| 


| 


—— 


_—_— 
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in compariſon of Chriſt, and the things of Chriſt ; and they | 

uſe it as if they wed i nor, Like Giatezs 

oy lap 4/itle, but bow not downe totheſe waters ;. Chriſt 

doth marvcllouſly innoblc their diſpoſition in whom he lives, | 

he will not ſaff:r thera to be carnally aff:Fed, nor worldly | 

| nu The world is crucified to that man jn whom Chriſt | 
veth, 


is contrary tO it, whatſoever doth 
hfe of nature labours to the utmokt the expulſion of diſcaſes: 
t to the diſſolution of natme, and the fe of grace, or | 
Chriſt living in man cxpels what is contrary to Chriſt, and 
to the life and worke of grace, Such a man is ſicke of the leaſt 
ſinne, he complaines of it, he ſtrives againſt-it, the Zaw of | 
lus mind {\rives __ the Law of hu members; as Facobſtrove | 
ainſt &/as :. 10 doth the fpiritnall part in him ſtrive againſt 
carnall and flcfhly part; and as the living fountaine (trives | 
againſt, and works out the mud which fals into it, ſo doth 
he that hath Chriſt living in him, worke out the yaine| 
thoughts which fall into his mind, and the carnall luſts which 
riſe in his ſoule, and 15 never at reſt untill he hath cleared him- 
{clfe of them ; as Sarab wasat noreft untill ſhe had freed her 
houſe of the bond-woman, and her ſonne. Nothing is ſo difſe 
pleaſing to him that lives the life of grace as that which dif-| 
oe Chriſt, bis choiſeſt care is to keep his heart a cleane 
ſc for Ro in, y - ps 9047 me 0 | 
poſſeſſion of Chriſt, that Chriſt may dw reigne. 
x. there ; he allowes himſclfe innofinne, as achaſte with | 
allowes of no ſtrange lover in her heart ; his ſoule isentire 
with Chriſt, hating what Chriſt hatcth, loving what Chriſt | 
loveth , expelling daily more and more whatſoever doth 


| 


finne in his foule, 'as of a moate in hiscye, as aloyall Sub- 
je& of a traitor. jnhis houſe, as a King of a forrame ene- 
my in_'his Kingdome. If finne doe-but once beginne to 
hew it ſclfe, he! raiſeth all his forces to drive it out, and 


_—_—_. 


Tl. _Aal 


4 By mans | andexpelling out of bimfelſe whuſever' \tuuion 
4 contrary to Clyiſt, It is the property of life to expell what what is con-| 
or prejudice 1t: The | :r2ry ©9Chniſts 


oppoſe Chriſts kingdome within him ; he is as impatient of \ 
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a. th. Mn 
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x ImbracemEc, 
of what ſyuices 
wich Chan, 


ſutable, and beſt agr eving Wit 


apd|nances, 


What 8 ſwrable to Chrift embraced. \ 

is at no” peace untill he hath emptied himſelfe thereof. 
$. By mans aſſuming and —_ himſelfe that Which iu mof# 
11 A.” Everylife drawes unto 

it ſelts that which 1s moltHutable, and molt agreeable there- 
unto; -onthat/it feeds,” with that it" is mrintained, 19d there- 
in it delights, Thus he that hatt-Chrilt living in, hin takes 
unto himſetfe that which ſuites and agrees-with Chn1ſt,in this | 
he delights, on this his ſoule feds : As his life 18 a ſHiritaalt 
life, ſo hedrawes t0 Himfelfe Cirirmill food, and exercifeth | 
himfelfe infpirituall dutics ; he defires like a new borne babe | 
the /incere milke of the word, as his food, and ro dw:ll in the 
houſe of the Lord; as in the banquerting houſe of his fo le," 
where the ordinances of God 'areunto him, as 7 feaſf of mrar- 
row and of farthings,arnd of wines well retm=d-upon the Lees: 
Nothing fo fits and ſaites with theſoule where Chriſt lives, | 
as the word, and other ordinances of Chriſt ; therefore fach | 
mendefire this as their appointed food, pant after this as rhe | 
chaſcd Hart after the water-brooks, andlong tor it as the dry | 
doth rhirſt for waters * This is the food which muin- | 
tainesthe life of grace in their foules ; this is that whercm| 
their life delights it ſelfe as in its proper clament;this is ſwee 
ter then the honey or the honey+combe'; thitis berter then | 
thouſands of gold-and filver ze hides it in his heart as ood! 
ſeed in gcod ground ; he {itf-rs it to worke upon him, as fire! 
the metrall, purifying him , and working a oracious| 
hank within him 3 he excrciſeth himſclfe in duties of god- 


—_—_ 


linefl: , he takes upon him Cihwiſts yoakey #pplies hiinſclfe to 
Chrilts ptecept, walks 1n allrhe ordinances of Chrilt ; he 
livesnot to himſ:lfe, but to the Lord ; he d.l\ghtshimſ:!f: in' 
the meditation ot Chriſt ; the doing of Chriſts will is his 
meat and'idrmke, and-thus drawing to himſetfs what is moſt 
forable at agroeat1e "moſt pleaſant"and Uclight ful uiith) 
_ he makes it-manifeſt that he lives by Chriſt living in 
= | 


6 Thriving by 6, By mans feeding, nouriſhing, and frongthening bimſelfe 
by the erdinancer of Chriſt." | he root rx; eyer hs "4 


eating 4 The man in-whom Chritt lives, doth 


__— al. 


and heal:h, doth not-onely car, but. parhers#Mf 
ty 


RR c_— 


yy 
— te 


| 
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Surpaſſing ſWeetneſſe is Chrift. = 


the meanes of grace, but is perfected in grace by then : Many 
there arc who are frequent inthe ule of Gods ordinanecs,and | 
yet for want of ſpirituall life, and an inward gracious dige-| 
itive faculty, they are as a man in an Arrophy, that cats much, 
and yet is leane and meager, as if he had eat nothing ; Like the 
| leane Kine in Phararby dreame, that cat up the fat, and yet' 
were as leane and 1ll-favoured, as if they had not eaten at all,' 
of whom Saint Paw! faith, they ave alwayes learning, and yet 2 Tim. .9. 
never come to the knoWledre of the truth ; but they in whom 
C hriſt lives,doe thrive by ufc of Gods urdinances ; they grow 2 Pur,y, 18, 
'#n grace, as a childe by the mothers milke, 2s a ficld by ttc 
d-w ; they increaſe 1n knoWledge, as a Scholler in learning 
| they waxe Rrong in ſaith, asa Iree in roots ; they grow fer- gow 15.14, 
| yet 1n /ove, as a fire in heate by the multiplication of wood ; 
| they-atound and are full of goodneſſe, as 2 Tree planted by the | - 
waters (ide, is greene and ticuriſhing, and full cf fruit ; and 
' this is a comfortable argument and evidence of Chriſt I-ing | 
in us, when we thrive by the meanes of groce, and arefilled | 
| with all thoſe fruits of righteouſneſs which arc to the praiſe 
and glory of (od in the day of Chriſt ] -ſas. 
| #9. By the ſweetneſſe of Chriſt to the ſole of man. Life is 19-06" qmy 
ſweet to the living, Chriſt is more {weet to them in whom aq _- 
he lives ; honours are ſweet to the ambitious, ple:{ res to 
| the voluptuous, and wealth tothe coverous 3 but Chriſt ſur- 
paſſ:th all ſweetneſſ: to them that are true Chriſtians : As the | 
Apple tree among the trees of the wood (ſarth the Spouſe) /o # 
wy Beloved among the ſonnes ; I ſate downe wider hu Padow| 
With (rear delight, and his fruit Was [Weet to my taſt, All the, 
fruits of Chriſts Prophecye, Pricſthood, and Kingdome, his 
death, reſurre&ion, and all the benefits of them communica» 
ted to the Spouſe by the Goſpell, on which ſhe feedeth by 
faith, to the revivement and refreſhing of her ſoule, are yery 
ſweet unto her, | Chriſt is all fyectncfſ: to true beleevers ; the 
knoweledge of Chriſt is ſweet to their underſtandings, ag 
thelight 1s ſweet unto the eye ; the meditation of Chriſt js 
weet to their imagination, as the meditation of the husband 
js ſ'veet unto the wife ; the love of Chriſt is (wee? unto their 
oules, as the wine is ſweet unto the palate z The _ - 
C 


Cant. 2,3. 


—_—_w 


Cane 5.16, 


Locating, 


' 8.Heavenly 
heate. 


p King 4" 


Mat.z.1 I, 


' T he warming of the heart, 
. || Chriſt is ſweet unto their cares, as a joyfull ſound, hi month 
is [Wet and altogether lovely : The preſcnce of Chriſt is ſweet | 

| unto them, as the preſence of the bridegroome unto the bride: 

| The Spouſe athirmes of kim, that his checker are 45 a bed of fþi- 

| ces, as ſweet flowers and hu lips liks Lillies dr opping [\weet neyrrh, 
"declaring the-ſurpaſling ſweetnefſe, which. beleeving and 

| holy foules doe find in Chrilts matitcitation of himſelte, and 

| inthe gifts and comforts which he communicates to them by | 

| theGoſpcll. The morecleare and ſtrong, {weet and comfor- | 

; table apprehenlions we-have of Chrilt, the greater 1s our afſu- 

' rance of Chriſts living in us. | 

| 8, By the ſpritual Warmth and heavenly heate which man 

| bath within him, Heate is an evidence of lif., Chriſt warmes 

| the ſoule where he lives ; they that have Chriſt living in 
them , are not like D-4wd ig, awother caſe, having many 
cloathes and no heate, munch meancs of grace and no ſpiritu- | 
all warmth ; they arc not like Hoſeab's Cake halfe baked, nor | 
like the Laodiccan Angell neither hot nor cold ; but as the: 
fleth of the. Shunamites childe waxed warme wher the Pro- 
phet ſpread himſclfe upon him : Thus their hearts in whom | 
Chriſt liveth are heated, and warmed by the labour of the 
Prophet, by the Miniſters opening and applying the word of} - 


Luke 24.32; | life unto thein, their hearts burne Within them, with indignation, 
ler. 20.9, 


againſt finne, with love to God, and with zcalc for God ; The 
word is like fire in their bones, the whole man 1s ſet in a holy 
flame, they are baptized with the Holy-Ghoſt and with fire : 
The Holy-Ghoſt like fire enlightening 2nd purging their 
ſfoules, and warming them with holy and fervent love, ma-' 
king them feryent in prayer, and barning in ſpirit ſerving the 
Lord. All the duties they pertorme haye a facred fire mixed | 
with them, a holy heate put-into them, as the facritice under 
the Law was off red up- with fire : Thus their-whole {-rvice 
is no dead carkaiſe without tire, but a burnt cf-ring unto the 
Lord, they doc all in love to God, and in zealc for God ; holy 
' men like Elah, 1n their hearing, prayer, meditation,arc Car- 
| ried ina fiery chariot 3 their religious cxecciſes kindle atire 
in them, which burnes yp their corruption like ſtubble, pu- | 
ries their ſoyles like flyer, and puts their heart _—_ very | 
weet! 


——_— 


Chrift bigbly valued, 
ſwect and gracious temper ; lakewarmneſſe is farre = 
them that are enlivened by Chriſt Jeſus ; Mans deadnefle in | 
the duties of godlineſle argnes mans ahenation from the life | 
of Chriſt ; Mans zeale for Chriſt is proportionable to the 
| meaſure of hte reczived from Chriſt ; he doth in vaine af! 
fame the name of a « hriſtian, who joynes nor zcale to- his, 
| profeſſion : For as to him that deſired ro know what manner 
'of man Baſil was, there was preſented in a dreame « pillar of | 
| fire, with this Motto, tabs eft-Baſilins, fach aonc is Ba/l,; 
and ſuch in deed in fone meaſure maybe the Motto of cvery | 
true Chriſtian, becaufe he that 1s entivened by Chriſt; and | 
bath his whole depeadance upon Chriſt, and graciouſly filled 
by Chriſts miniſtrations, he muſt of neceſſity have his 
| thoughts taken up with Chriſt, and his heart burniog with | 
'zcale for C hriſt, | 
9. By the price which man deth put upon Chriſt, Life is valued | 9 © rift pri- 

a a high rare, above alltherefidue of mans teinporall poſſeſli-  '*&. 

'ons : The Devill could fay, skin for thin, and all that aman ke nga 
hath will he give for ba life, Chiilt to them, in whom hc lives, | 
|is more deare then tetnporall life ; he is the choiſeſt of all | 

their poſſ:{ſions 3 as the people eſteemed David, fo they | 
| elteeme Chriſt better then all.thcir thouſands, whether hos- | 

nours, riches, liberty, life, or whatſoever elſe ; he is to them 
in teſpeR of all things ele, as the Apple Tree among the! 
| Trees of the wood, as the Prince among the beggars, as the; 
Sunne among the gloe-wormes,zs the jewel among the drofle: | 


Man that hath Chriſt living in him, fo prizeth him, that he 
will ell alto enjoy bim, as the Merchant did for the preci- | 
ous pearle, he wilbleave all to keep communion with him as: 
the bride to keep her fellow!hip with the bridegroome;Chrilt | 
15to his apprehenſion the faireſt of ten thouſand, the Para-; 
diſe wherein he is delizhted, the crowne with which he is: 
honoured, and the fountaine in whom his ſoule findsall rand 


ton, 


[will part with any thing rather'then witki his life. In like 
manner,a man that hath Chriſt living ig. him is very carctull 


| 
19. By mans care to keepe Chrift. Manis very carefull to) 12 Core to 
zrve his life, he'contendethy much to maintaine this, he | keep Che | 


to 


| 
| 
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Rom 8.38, 


Care to ſee 
Chnft living 
14 us, 


_—_— 


Feeling of Chriit wing in Man, 


— — -— <—_ 


to keep Chriſt ; he will endure any hardnefſe rather then 

be deprived of Chriit ; he will loſe his goods, his credit, his | 
liberty, and his hferather then loſe Chrilt ; becauſe Chriit is 
the lite of his life, Chriſt is the rocke on whom he builds, the | 


root by whom he lives, the royall Roabe with which he is 

cloathed, the precious pearle in which lics all his riches, the 

Paradiſe wherein grow all his comforts, the friznd in whom | 
he chicfly delighteth, and the husband with who mn his ſoule 

is jayncd in cyerlalting weclocke ; and theretore his grea- | 
telt care is to keep Chriſt, he layes hold on Chriſt, as the wo- 
man of Shwnem upon the Prophet , and will not be thruſt 
away, 2s Joab on th: Hornes of the Altar, and willrathcr 

dye then leave his l:oldfait on Chriſt ; he rc ſolves tobe with 

Chriſt, as /crai with D avia, whether 1 life or in death, what- 

ſoever be his cſtste : Nothing is ſweet and deare to him as 

Chriſt is, and therefore ſtrives by praycr,hcarin2,confer ence, 
meditation, holy and humble walking,and the uſe of all holy | 
meanes te keep Chrilt, neither loſſe nor gaine, threatnings | 
nor perſwafions, peace nor trouble, life nor. death, can worke 

him toadeſertion of Chriſt, And in theſe particulars as in 
ſo many hvely charafters may we diſccrne the living of 
Chrilt 1 us, 


Cuar. XXVIL 


$ Chriſt lires in all Gods children, fo let all that 
prof.ſ: Chriſt, and call God Father , ſce and dif- 
cerne Chriſt-liring in them. This is the crowne. and, 
comfort of a' Chriftian to have "Chriſt hving in him, 
and wirhout this he /hath-but the naked and empty name! 


ITE like 'an  Idolt that hath the name of a 


man, 


———— 
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| ning, by determining to know id, by compariſon of 


[living in your humane body, moving all the members to 
| humane ſervices ; fo diſcerne Chriſt living in your bodi- 


= "Ferkng of Clrift hoigin Mes, | 
man, and"is no man, a name that he lives, and yer is 
dead : Feele Chriſt therefore living in your awderfton- 
ding , by prizing the knowledge of Chriſt above all lar» 


knowing Chriſt, and him- crucibed , learning Chriſt 
as the truth is in him, being filled with the knowledge 
of his will in all wiſedome and fpirituall underſtanding : 
Feele Chriſt living in your wid, in making your will 
free to chuſe and embrace higz and the things of God, 
to intend and will him and the glory of God above eve- 
ry thing , making his will the rule of your will, and fa- 


285 


ſhioning and framing you to be a willing people, in and 
about his worke and fſcrvice : Feele him living in your 
imaginations, by thinking upon him with more frequen- 
cy and dclight, then of any other thing, by having more 
high, honcurable, and ſweeter apprehenſions of Chriſt, 
then of all the creatures : Feele Chriſt living in your «f- 
feltions, by being rooted in Chriſt by a lively faith, as a 
Tree in the Earth ; by fearing Chriſt above all carthly po- 
wers , as the Subjz&t his Soveraigne abore all Civill Ru- 
lers; by loving him , as the Bride the Bridegroome , a- 
| bove all other perſons; by rejoycing in him, as the rich 
' man in his jewell above all the reſidue of his Subſtance : 
Feele him living in your members, by circumciſing, and 
preparing your cares to heare with meckneſſe and reve- 
rence, by returning to your tongues a pare /anguage, that 
your ſpeech may miniſter grace to the — reftrai- 
ning your cycs from becholaing vanitie, by diſpolang your 
hands to worke that which is good, and by making your 
feet ſwift to every good duty ; as you diſcerne your ſoule 


— — — 


ly members, diſpoſing, and framing them to religious du- 
ties : Feele Chriſt living in all your ſervices, as the chicke | 
worker of them, and inabler of you to them, doing all | 
in his name, by his aſſiſtance, and for his glory : Feele | 
Chriſt liviog m the Prazer which you make, praying by | 


the Spirit of Chriſt, inthe nanie of Chriſt, and for the | 
Z honour 


_ _— _—_— —— 
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jononr of Chriſt :. Foele- Chriſt living in the ord which 
you. hearc, making it an. immorrall ſced to regencrate you, 


ww of ipeace to: comfort you : -Feele 
An the, Sacrament 


teoulneſſe; aſſuring you of your Juſtification ; an obliga- 
ion binding yoga to new ll - 


_—_— 


T4 
il 


ons, iÞ Chriſt tive not-in us are a charct withoue wheeles, 
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breaſt- without milke, miniſtring no- nou- 
the Religious © Duties wee performs, if 


: 
223 


live: : them, aro but a Sacrifice without Fire, 
a: dead 'Carkifſt, of no elteeme with God : Our ffett:- 


ve 
fall unto the carth,, thy. cannot encline 


gnoranco, our wifedome fooliſhneſſe, our faith preſump- 
tron, our love dilli mulation, and our ora yon = 
ter then rebelliva : If Chriſt-live- not im us, our under- 
ſtandings. are blinded, and wee cannot favingly know} 
God; our will is inthralled, and wee cannot intend} 
God ;z our faith like Jerobeamr: arme 'is/ withered , and| 
wee cannet- lay hold' upon the (promiſe of- God : The 
whole ſutficiencie of- a Chriſtian is from Chriſts living | 
in him. Chriſts living in- man, makes him wiſe in " 
cerning the things of -God, ſincere in intending the glo-; 
ry of God, powerfull ia withſtandivg what dorh 

poſe him in the- wayes of+ God, fruittall in the wor 


of God , merke and humble in ſubmitting to the hand 
ef God, faithfull' in keeping the - Covenant of - God , 
joyfull - in- bearing the - Word of God , fervent in in» 
vocation upon the Natne of 'God, patient in waiting 


Sewes of (rift Boing in us very! precio s, | 


for the Comforts of 'the Lord, contemted/ with the por- 
: tion; 


i... 
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tion God giveth , conſtant in running the race which 
God hath ſet before him, and graci per= 
ſwaded of living the life of Glory 
ever in Heaven, 
* % 
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MANS MISERY 


CHRIST: 


OPENING 
The ſinfull, perplexed,diſhonoura-3 
ble, and'Soul-deſtroyingCondition of Man - 


without Cuntsr, tending to the driving 
and drawing of every man oue of 
himielfe unto CHRIST, yg 
& 
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By Alexander Groſſe, B, D. Miniſter of the Goſpell,and Paſtor 
of Bridford near Exon in Deven»ſbire, 5 
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Wheſorver 4 ab1deth not in the Doflrine of Chriſt 5 
bath not Goa, 2, Epiſt, Toh. ver.g, | 
If ye beleeve not that I am he, ye ſhall dye fn your ſins, loh, 8.24, 

If any man abide not in me he ts caſt forth as a branch, and is wi- 5 
thered, and men gather them and caſt them into the fire, and they 


are burned. 
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Printed by G, CM. for John Bartlet, at the Signe of the Gilt 
Cup near Sazart Auſtias Gate, 1643. 
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Ernns 2.12, 

At that time ye were without Chriſt, being aliens from 
the Common-wealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers from the_ 
Covenants of promiſe, having no hope and without God 
in the world, 


Cuar.l, 
Shewing mans alicnation from Cu x 1 s r, miſery 
without Cuxz1s r, and opening tbe ſcope of the 
words. 


3 Dam after his cating the forbidden 
fruit, was without the Garden of £ dey, 
diſabled to come to the tree of 1if-;inan 
ve feeding on the forbidden fruit of fine, 
NA is a ſtranger to the Paradiſe of all Coirie 
©) tuall and heavenly comforts, whol 
excluded from the true tree of life 


8, 9 Chriſt ] ſus, There i wo ſivect and 
graciow communion berweene the Lord Jeſia, and carnall 


£4_ ms an! ; 
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- Scope of the 
Apotile. 


Analyſis. 


tion. 


dition is moſt wretched and miſcrable, a condition of death 


| ble communion with Chriſt, without all intereſt in Chrilt 


bold alieng- wretchedneſſe of man, the Apoltle doth open, et forth 
t.From Chiifh, and —_ by a five-fold altend/ton. 1. An alicnation 


= an. ths... Mw PE 


| Natural Man an Alien to (briſt. 
ſons ; The menof the old world were without the Arke, and 
perithed in the deluge of waters ; - men who are in ther old 
corrupt eſtate, who have not put offthat 0/4 mas which is cor-| 
rupt according todiyers luſts,” are without Chriſt, and ſhall 
certainly periſh 1n the deluge of their impictics, and the 
Lords vengeinee ; the fruition of Chriſt is mans bappincſſ;;, 
' mans crowne and” comfort ; alienation from Chriſt is mans 
mifery; manisſhameand the ſoules great diſtration art} trou 
ble : of all eſtates on' Earth mans naturall and corrupt con- 


withom ſpirituall lifs, of darknefſe without divine an4 hea- 
verily light, of bondage without Chriſtian freedome, cf, 
uncleanencſe_withaut. ſanArfication, of emptineſs with- 
'out all celcſtiall fulneſſe; of alienation without all comforts 


and his benefits, without either claime or title to Gods 
Promiſe, to Heaven or cternall happincſſ, an cltate of cx- 
|cluſion from all holy and gracious ſociety with Gods chil- 
dren, an cltate of profanencſk without God, without the 
knowledge of God, without faith in God , without lo\c 
to God, and without zcale for God ; for at that time, in| 
that eſtate and condition, We are witheut (briſk, being 4- 
liens from the (Common. wealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers from 
the ( ovenants of promiſe, having no bope, and Without Godin the 
World, 
| The Apoſtle in theſe words declares and amplifies the 
' miſerable and wretched eſtate of man, the uncomfortadl. 
and diſhonourable condition of the ſfoule of man without 
Chriſt, without the knowledge of Chrilt , withoat faith 
in Chrift, without incorporation. into Chriſt, without par- 
ticipation of Chriſt and his benefits : And this.miſery and 


"from C ; «at that time yee were without Chriſt, Chriſt 
' was not preached to you, Chriſt was not knawne of you, 
Chriſt was not imbraced, nor belceved in by you'; this is the | 
firſt alienation and the ground- of all the reſt ; Hee her «1 
Rs alien to the Lord ſeſus 4s 4 Trranger to ull things appertas- | 


ning! 
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| aing 0 life and happineſſe ;\' mars intereſt in Cbrif £1ves 
him intereſt in Cod and in-all god things of Cod : ibore 


is no way for man ro ceme to fl od and cterrall bappir fc but 
only by and thorough Chriſt ]cſus;the negle of Chiilt 1s the 
kfect all. 

2. An alienation from the Common. wealth of 1ſracl, from! 
that forme cf Religion and divine worſhip , which Cod] 
had preſcribed to-the 1ſraelirih people, they alone at that 
time having the-oracles of Gud among them ; Very miſe 
| rable and Samefull u Carnall mans ignorance of Goas werſhip' 
| and ſe vice ; the carnall mans adoration is »fter the nulcs; 
| of his owne invention, and not- according to Gods pres! 

ſcription , being a ſtranger both to Gods Goſpell and futh- 
full people, ; 

| 3, An alienation from the covenants of promiſe ; the pro-| 
| miſe of the covenant of grace, the promiſe of remiſſion 
' of ſinne by the merit of Chriſt, and of regeneration and | 
renovation of heart by the efhcacy of Chrilt, belonged nor | 
'to them. Can remaining undr the power of corruption res | 
maines a ſtranger to the promiſe of Salvation ; the promie | 
of Cods free and gracious wages, belongs onely to Gods | 
' hely and gracious labourers; he that regards not Gods com> | 
mandement, hath nothing to doc with the Promiſe of Gods | 
| corenavt, 

4. An alienation from hope, the of hope eternall life , a hope 
arifng from faith which they wanted. | Carnal mens hopes) 
of eternall hat pineſſe are very rotten, falſe ahd ground/eſſe ; no 
truths, but meere fancies and vaire imaginations: The, 
eſlate of corruption is an eſtate of deſperation, 

5. Alicnation from, God, withowr God, eAtheiſts im the] 
,eſteeme of God. 7 bar man bath nothing of God in him who 
dath not imbrace- Chriſt 4s the amthowr of his ſalvation, 'E-| 
very man that lives under ' the power of profaneneſſe is a! 
very ſtranger toGod 1n bis way and worke of grace and holi-, 


. 


nejie. 

| Firſt of the: firſt of theſe alienations, an 3lienation from| 
Chriſt, Ar that time gee were without Chriſt : Wherein wel 
have, : 1. The time or icaton of their alicnation or eltrange. | 


ment | 


R (brift and AT, ; 293 _ 


| 
| 1, Mrenwtion. 


i, Tempus. 
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Time of Sin Worſt rims, 
ment from Chriſt jar chat tive, when you were in your Page» 
mſineand profanenes, when you had not the Oracles of God 
among you-When you had not Chriſt preached to wa. when 
you ſatein 4 and the (hadow of death, withoar light, 
when you lay dead in fins, without the life of grace, when you 
wake! after your owne laſts, and the vaine imaginations of 
your own hearts; thenye were without Chriſt : 7he time und 
ſeaſon of mant bring Wirhout the Goſpell and under the prwer of bu 
Corruption 14 of all rimes and [eaſons the moſt unhappy and miſera- 
ble;it is not the time of mans trouble & afflition,but the:rime 
of mans being left under the power of Satan and his own luſts, 
which is mans moſt wretched and accurſed time ; it is farre | 
better tobe exerciſed with the greateſt troubles, and filled 
with all ſorts of ſorrowes, then to be left under the power of 
profanenefſle in a g_ of carnall pleaſures ; there is more 
wrath in being left under the dominion of one finne, then in 
being put under the burthen of all afflitions. 
| 2. Here is the Swbje# or partics alienated,ye;the Gentiles be- 
fore the coming of Chriſt, and alllmen before their receiving 
of Chriſt by faith and love,all corrupt and carnal,unregener 
and unfanRtified people, ye, without exception, of wharſo® 
| yer outward condition or calling. All men abiding under the 
power of their corruption are without exception miſerable ; 
no outward prerogatives and priviledges can exempt raigning 
fromenſuing wocs and curſes. 

3- Here is theobiett and rerme of their alienation,ffom whow 
they were alienated, -not from worldly riches, carthly fullneſſe, 
humane helps and fleſhly comforts, they might have enough 
of theſe ; but they were alienated from Chriſt, the Sun and 
| the ſhield, the fountaine and the treaſure ; the paradiſc and 
| ws crowne of Ev rms of __ they _ without Chrift; 
they were wit m ecc ically and winifterially, Chrilt 
| was not preached to them, they Nd re the Oracles of God 
amongſt them, they had not the Miniſters of Chriſt to ſtrut 
them ; they were without Chriſt fpiritnally and efficiently, 
Chriſt did not enlighten and ſanRifie them : Chriſt did not 
communicate himſclte unto them, they had nothin. of Chriſt 
within them, and thus are all corrupt and carnall men with- 
| out Chriſt,Shewing us, T hat 
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Wn firtians of man elienaties from Chriſt, = 
| That al wen bn their vatyrall and corrupt Condition are altos 
gue a4 16 Clift Jaſm + Carnall men within the 

le of the Church have Chrili Mimfleriaty preached to them 


n the outward winiſtery of h1s Word, /acramerraty offered 
to them. in the adminiiration of the Sacraments, and ce«' 


cleſiaftically treqi.enting the ſacred Aſſerblies, and takin 
DOE Inf IG 

ve not Chriſt iwiwraaly, wtnally, He doth 
notdwell with them by taith, he duth nor live in theit 


ſcules by grace, he doth not #//thera with hits fullneſſe ; he 
| doth not wminifter the faving gifts of his Spirit to them. In 
| this reſpeR they are altogether ſirangers1o C hriſt Jeſus : this 
15 repreſented in the Parable of the togliſh Virgins, they 
had * Lamps, but no oyle. Carnallmen: profeſſe Chriſt, but 
'they have not Chriſt, they take up the name of Chriſt, but 
they have not the oyle, the faviong gift ard grace of Chriſt. 
Many profcefic Chrilt who arc acither enlightned nor fan» 
[55rS by Chriſt ; this alienation of man from Chriſt, the| ,,_ 


* Mat. 25, 


Scripture doth illuſtrate by divers {imilitudes, by the fimi- | (,,,, crit il. 


|litude of a Tree Þ® twice dead and plucked wp by the raots.' \yſtrated 

| Carnall man- being originally and actually dead 1n fine, and \ * Iude v. 12. 
| participating no more of Chriſt then a tree pluck up-by | 

the roots doth -partake of the Earth; by the ſimilitude. of | 
2<© withered branch. Linregenerate man-recciving nomore , © 
of Chriſt, then a withered branch receiveth jayce and noo» 


lo 15.6, 


kouſe, in an empty houſe there is no dweller, no imple» | 
ment, in an ungracious ſoule there dwelleth mo good thing, 
neither Chriſt nor any ſaving gift dwelleth there; by 

ſimilitude of an © Adwhtereſſe; an adultcrefſe is eſtranged | * 139.4 4 
| from her husband, her heart is gone after firange lovers. 
Corrvpt and finfull man is alienated from Chriſt, the | hut 
band of his ſoulc; his heart is gone a Whooring after the 
creature, and wary firange huſts : by the fimilttnde of a 


# fir Sheepe, aſtraying Sheepe is gone from his Shep» 
Sr. 


fu Pet..25, 
his paſtures, wandering among ſtrange 

$49 the wilderncf; unholy man gocs aifrey. from 
oye, he lathi forſaken: Chriſt. the-Sbopheard, -and.. tbe 
Hoke 


_ ordinances 


riſhment from the tree ; by the fimilitude of an 4 empty | ; Rows. 13. 
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| Lord and commander, and berakes himſelfe' to the Prince 


X [lflr ation of Moors alienation from Chrift. 

ordwnces \of *Chriſt*th: piſtare of "his ſottte,' wanders in 
the wilderneſſz of the world and comes himſelfe. to the 
aſſzaiblizs cither of hereticall, erronious, fauperſtitious or 
ane perſons, and-by- the fimilitude of a 8 rebel! ; a re- 
| 18 fillen from his lawfull'Soveraigne, and cither makes 
himſclfe his owne' King, or betakes himſelfe nnto ſome 
| forraine Prince; profane man rebelleth againſt God and 
| Chriſt, he. magnifies and exalts himſelf, becomes his owne 


| of darkenefſe, the world and his owne vile af:#ions, theſc 
| he makes the Soveraignes to whom he vailes and bowes; 
| very various and open, manifeſt and ſhameful are corrupt 
| mans alienations from Chrilt Jeſus ; and ſuch are plainely 
faid to be eſtranged from the ® Wombe, and to pot aſtray as 
ſeone as they be borne + They goe aſtray from God, like 
Rebels from their Soveraigne, like fugitive ſervants from 
their Lord and Maſter ; they goe aſtray from Chriſt, like 
wandering (heepe from their Shepheard, and harlots from | 
their husband; they goe aſtray from the way of God, like 
crring travellers and blinde men from their path : the whole 
way and walke of carnall perſons is a (infull aberration from | 
God and Chriſt Jeſus. Rei ing profaneneſſe diſſolves all 
communion betweene Chriſt and the ſoule of man, 1f a- 
*) mw i walke in darkne (ſe and ſay that hee hath fellowhhip 
With Chriſt, that man « 4 lyar and there 4 no truth in him, 
and the A le teſtifies {ach, that they arc 4 k fare 


of, farre from the /ife of Chriſt as the dead are farre from 
| thelife of nature; farre from the knowledge of Chrift, as 
the blind is' farre from the fight of 'the Sun ; farre from| 
ſpirituall union with Chriſt by faith, as a branch cut off, 
is farre from naturall conjunRion with the vine; farre from 
the love of Chriſt, as a harlot is farre from the love ofher 
husband; farrefrom the fulneſſe of Chriſt, as a dead mem- 

F is farre from the fulneſſe of the head; farre from the. 


and obedicnce of Chriſt, as a diſobedient ſervant is! 
from the feare of his Maſtcr;and,far from the ſweet and| 

preſence of Chriſt, as cxiled «£b/o/om was farre 
the , preſence 'of his' Father Davide face : Very 
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great and-unh is the diſtance between Chriſt and all car- | 
nall perfons, Of fuch therefore the Apoſtle pronounceth, that ' 
they are aliens avd enemies by their evill works ; not only 
' ahens, but alſo cnemics : The very whole of corrupt and car» 
| nall perſons is an oppoſition againſt God, and thefLord Jeſus :/ 
| The gate of their hearts is ſhut againſt Chriſt, their whole 
way a very contradiction of Chriſt, | 


bees tn 


Cuare, II, 


Laying downe e420 of carnall pans Allis 


enation from Chriſt, | 


| 
f Yi Alienation of corrvpt and ſinfull men from Chriſt is —_ 
\ery apparant and manifeſt. \ of this Alicna- 


1.1n regard of corrupt and carnall mars plenary and totall [abs | tion, 

ieflion nuder ſmne : The Scripture (faith Paul, hath conclu- {Gal 3-22, 

' | ded all wnder /inne. All men, and all the ſervices of men, in. 15 00 

their unregenerate eſtate, are concluded, demonſtrated, and | *OEOG 

determined by the Scripture to be under ſinne, under the ple-: 
poſſeſſion of finne, as a heuſe is under the poſk lion of | 

the dweller : The whole houſe and all the roomes thereof) 

are poſſeſſed and ordered by the dweller ; the whole of a cor-| 

rupt and carnal man, all the facultics of his foule, and all the 

members of his tody are poſſeſſed and ordered by finne ; un- 

der the dowinion of tinne, as a ſervant under the dominion af 

his Lord, and a dcad mannnder the dominion of death, there- 

fore ſtiled the ® ſervants of corruption, and dead inſinnes and|/,, , pes.,.;,, 

treſpaſſes. Under the captivity ot ſinne, aa © ſlave under the| , z Tim.g.6. 

.| command of the Conquerour, as voluntary ſlaves borne un- 

| der the bondage of jon, ignorant of, and defpiſing 

— me : Under the /ove of finne, as an Adulte- } +Ier;y,z 1. 
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Axttering of, ker. hos, and, he went after hcr-as an Ox< to the 


Carnal mas une apable of Ch! Chrift, 


rer isnnder the love of the harlot. The yo oung man in Salve 
mn was under the power of the w woman, ſhe cauſed 
bim to yeeld With her faire fþeech, and forced him. with the 


Naughtcr, and.25 a fools tothe correRian of 3þg; Rocks: The 
corrupt and* vicious man is ander;the power of his lufts, he | 
yeelieth to them, is led by them, followes after them, and | 
fulfils the will of bu fl:h, as an Afalterer the will of the har- | 
lot ; and alſo ander the guilt and condemnation of finne, as a | 
| guilty, convicted, and condemned malcfaQor is under the 
| ſentence of the Law to dye 3 and carnall man being thus. 


under finne, he cannot be under Chriſt ; fulneſſz of ſubjo-/ 


Rion under finne annibilates Chris gracious dominion in 
the ſonle of man : The more man'applycs himſclfe to his. 
laſt, the more he is cſtranged from Chriſt, He that is the 
friend and ſervant of fmnne,is an enemy and oppoſcr of Chrilt, | 
The fulneſſc of fiame leaves no rooms for Chriſt in the heart | 
of mcere naturall and corrupt man, | 
2. Inregard of carnall mans «ncapableneſſe of Chriſt. The! 
| viogdo dome of //rae! was uncapable of David untill Sawl and 
his houſe was depoſed : The ſoule of man is uncapable- of 
Chriſt, __ finne is depoſed : There is no lctting up .of 
Chriſt and his Kingdome, as long as finne doth bears domi- | 
que | ion ; Alexander told Darime that the world was uncapable 
4s f two Sunnes,and Aſia 16119» not enduretwo Kings: Chriſt 
will not divide his Kingdome with mans corruption, the 
ſoule is not at once Sy c of the Kingdome and daminion 
of Chriſt, and offinne : 1f ape cron fol, fall, 
there is no competition between Chr an unregenerate 
heart z The Fort of Siow was uncapable of Dawid, untill the 
blind and lame were removed : The heart of man is a Fort 
e of Chriſt, ll ,-4 blindnefſe of the underfſtan- 


Cauſes of this 


ding, andthe lameneſſe of rolgs oa are removed; and 
nies away. Such is the Linde carnall mans underſtan- 


|ortinge oeamens knowledge of Chriſt, as 
' [the | 
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| rit of God; for they are fooliſhneſſe unto him, neither can | 


uh Full of world, empty of Chriſt, = _— 


itcomprehended not the light which (hined thereupon, Such 
isthe darkenefle of unregenerate mans underſtanding, that it 
comprehends not the Sun of Righteouſneſſe ſhining in the | 
Goſpell : 5 The natarall man receiverb not the things of the Spi-' , 1 Cor 2 


146 


he know them becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. The 
carnal mans beart is fo ! wedded to the world, and his lofts,  r Ezek.;3. 1. 
that as a woman joyncd in wedlocke 1s uncapable of 2 fe- | 
cond husband, untill her former hasband is dead * {6 is man | 
ancapable of Chriſt, he cannot receive Chriſt, as the husband | 
of his ſoule, untill kis luſts are mortified and put to death : | 


make 110 uſe of his withered hand, he conld neither put it | 
forth, nor pull it in, no more can carnall man make any uſe of 
faith, he cannot put it forth to the receiving and embracing 
' of Chriſt ; and beeauſe of unbeliete, when Chriſt came 
amon his owne, his 0wne received him not ; and ſarch is their | OS: PII 
'. bath in fine, that asthe dead aro uncapable of the voice of |, o.1..7. 
the living, they heare it not, of the ſociety of the living, | 

| rejoyce not in it, and of all feaſts and proviſion m 

| for them by rhe living, they feed not upory it. Thus are they 
| uncapable of Chriſt, they cannot heare him ſpeake to them 
in the Goſpell, they have ne contmunion nor fellowſhip with | 
him, they feed not upon him : He is a w hidden Manmaeot »Rey,vy, 
whom they taſte not, and a ſealed Well of whom they drinke | 

not :. There is no ſatableneſe betweene their ſoules and! 
Chriſt, all his Ordinances are untothem as an empty veſſcll, 
they ſavingly partake of nothing of Chriſt in them. 


Such is the ' «fideliry of corrupt man, that as /eyobeamr could | [Tohn 5 44. 


4 


« Inregardof that efſiow which the wor{d hath taken 4 World bath 
FR. as Sema pr wh [Ine where Chriſt was _—_ lt poſſettion) 
was ſo full, that there was no roeme for Chriſt,but 1n a wans 
,The hearts of earthly menare ſo taken up with the world, ' 
S filled with the creature, that there isno roome for Chrilt ; | 
carnall. perſons give every worldly bufinefſe prehemynenee 
above the Lord Jeſus, The world a&vords Chriſt avery ditho- 
noarable entertainment ; unholy men are in fuch /abieftion | 
under the creature that they cannot ſerve Chriſt : He that 
ſerves the creature cannot have Chriſt for his Lord and Ma- 


ia carnall man' 


ſter | 
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3 Mat 22.13, 


4s Mat 19 31, 


b Phil. 3.8, 


4 Repugnance 


agaualt hoſt.) 


Great antipathy in carnall man againſt Chriſt, 
ſer, ye cannot * ſerve God and Mammon, (ith our Sav iour ; 
the world hath ſo many Yimployments tor them, that they have 
no leiſure to come to Chriſt, their i#c/ination to things carth-= 
ly is {o ſtrong, that they cannot come at Chrilts invitation, 
they are {o wedded to this that they cannot come to the wed. 


the Goſpell ; Or it they doe come, they bring no * wedding 
garment with them , and thecefore are unwelcome : The 
creature 1s ſo g/oriow in their cyes, that they ſee no 

lory nor beauty in Chriſt for which they ſhould delire 

im; Or if ay ow ſome weake and low apprehenſions 
of Chriſt, ſome er inclinations after Chriſt,now and then 
ſtirred up within them ; yet the price of enzoying Chriſt 
is ſo great, that rather then leave the world, they will 
a goe 1949 ſorrowfull, It is-impoilivle that the foule of man 
can reccive Chriſt untill it is emptied of the world ; Chriſt 
never apPearcs g/orious and precious, till the world ap >cares 
b baſe in our apprehenſions, When the world becomes bitter 
to our palatcs,then our ſoules reliſh much fweetneſſe in Chriſt 

cſus. 

; 4. In regard of the repwgnancy of 2 carnall mans heart 
| again{t Chriſt, There is no an{werablenefſe, no {utablenefſe 
between Chriſt and an unſanaified heart, the unregenerate 
ſoule is full of antipathy and oppoſition againſt Chriſt : The 
bouſc of Sau/ oppoſed the houfe of David, the houſe and fa- 
mily, all that is 48a corrupt and carnill man,doth oppolc 
Chriſt in his Ordinances, in bis Othces, and in his opcrati- 
ons : As darkencſſ: oppoſeth light , ſickneſſe health, and 
death if: ; ſo doth corruption in finfull man oppoſe Chriſt, 
The carnal mind: or wiledome of the fleſh, the counſell, dil- 
courſe, reaſon, purpoſes, deſires, motions, and all the a&i- 
ons of carnall wiſedom?, the very Principles and beginnings 
of them, in unregenerate man, with all the luſts and a teRi- 
onsof the will, as anger, wrath, envy, covetouſneſſe, pride, 
emulation,&c. arc all exmity againſt God, ct in full and per- 
petuall oppoſition againſt God, and Chrilt, the very wo of 
a carnall man, 1s an armed, and hghting enemy agaiaſt God, 
itis not ſubjeRroche Law of God, neither indeed can be ; lo- 
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ving 


ding feaſt, which Chriſt makes for his friends, and Spoulc in | 
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| a Great Antipathy in a ecarnall Man ag aint Chriſt, ; © *$or 


ce — — ED 


—__—— 


ving that which Chriſt hateth, hating that which Chriſt lo- 
= practiſing that which Chriſt torbiddeth,and eſchewing | 
that which Chriſt commandeth, The carnall man like an un- | 
tamed Haifer, breakes Chriſts * yoake, and caſts away his cords, « Pal. x, 
The man in the countrey of the Gadarens poſſcficd withan 
uncleanc ſpirit, mentioned in the Goſpell, was fo fierce that | 
no man could b1nde him : He 4 plucked aſnnder the chaines | d Mar. 5. 
which Were put wpon him, an1 lraks in pieces the fetters which tyed | 
| him, [o'that wo man conld rame him,” Corrapt and carnall man 
is poſl:fled with tuch a ſpirit of uncleannefſe, and power of 
| prophaneneſle, that he breakes aſunder all the chaines and fet- | 
ters, all the Lawes and precepts which God hath given w! 
binde him, his luſts are ſo rebellious and unruly that no man 
can tame him ; the « Leviathan laughs at the ſpeare, and cares elob 41. 
not for barbed irons ; the horſe mocketh at feare, and is not 
affrighted, neither turneth backe from the ſword ; the care | 
' nall man laughs at the judgements denounced againſt him ; | 
he feares not the word of God, though ſharper then a two- 
|edged ſword : No exhortation moves him, no invitation af- 
feds him, all inſtruftion is but as the ſounding of a trumpet | 
|tothedeafe, and the ſctting of a candle before the eyes of the 
'blinde : Nothing can woerke him to fubjeRion under Chriſts | 
'Scepter, till God makes him a new creature. Every unrege-| 
nerate perſon is unchangeable in his oppoſition againſt Hea- 
| ven, Very great is the diſtance between Chriſt J cſus and car-| 
'nall perſons : There is not a greater Antipathy between fire 
{and water, then between Chriſt, and prophane mans cor- 
rupt nature, and thus you ſce mans Alienation from Chriſt in 
his corrupt and ſinful eſtate, 


Dolefuln: fe 


carnal! mans 
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and danger of 
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Setting open the dolefulneſſe and danger of Mans eftate 
without Chriſt. 


Ans Alienation and cſtrangement from Chriſt, declares 
| and layes open the miſery and wretchednefſe, the dan- 
ger and doletulnefſe of mans eſtate ahd condition by nature , 
a condition in. which he is without Chriſt, and to be with- 
out the Lord clus is the miſery of all miſerics. It isnot the 
man that is. without the crowne of worldly dignitics to ho- 
nour him, without the treafury of carthly abundance to en- 
rich, him, withqut the ſenſuall and ſeeming paradiſe of car- 
'nall pleaſures to delight hym, or without the preſence and} 
 couptenance of ficſhly friends to ſolace him, but it is the man 
[that is without Chriſt, who is of all men the moſt miſera- 
ble. The eſtate of //rael without the Arke was very uncom- 
fertable, their fg/ory was departed , the wifc- of Phineas 
tooke no comfort- in the birth of a ſonne, the ordinary joy 
of Mothers : The condition of man without Chriſt is very 
dolctull, his glory is departed from him, all that man hath, 
not having Chriſt with it, is but an 7ehobod, there is no glory 

'in1t : For man that is without Chriſt, is, 
| 1, Without Life, The woman of 85 Shunems fornne was 
without life, untill the Prophet came, and ſpread himſclfe 
upon him, Man is without the life of grace, alienated from | 
| the life of God, antill Chriſt comes and applyes himfelfe to| 
; the foule of man : For Chriſt is wr Liſe, Declaratively he 
reveales it, mericorionſly he hath purchaſcd it, originally and} 
efficicatly he communicates it, as the head communicates | 
life unto the members. Chriſt Jeſus is the diſpencer of the life | 
oF grace and glory to all Gods faithfull ſervants ; and! he that 
| bath not the Sonne hath not life, faith Saint John : He that hath | 
not the Sonne by cleare and ſaving knowledge,as the eye hath | 
the Sun inthe Firmament, cnlightening and guiding by truc | 
and | 
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La Faith, as the living branch hath the Vine by incor- 
tion into it, by receiving juice and nouriſhment from it, 
fervent and unfained Love, as the wife hath the husband | 
by wedlocke with him, by matrimoniall aff=Fion to him, 
and by holy and humble /#bie50p, as the Subj*R bath the 
King, by vailing and bowing to him : He who thas hath nov 
the Sonne, he hath not Life, his foule is not ſpiritaally quick- | 
ned, Chriſt aot living in bim, ſpirituall death beares domi- 
nion over him. Hy i © dead(faith S.P awt)in fins andtreſpaſſes : * Ph. 3 1+ 
A Tree twice dead and plucked up by the roots, according | 
'to Saint Jude, Fvery man is a finfull dead manthat hath not 
| Chriſt graciouſly cnlivening him, and this is a great miſery, 


|a condition of manifold diſcomforts, an cſtate of great un- prong inf 


| happineſle ; the dead according to the fleſh, ſees nothing of | 
all that ſweet and glorious light which the Sun caſteth forth | 

upon him ; the dead in linne hath mo comfortable apprehenſion 
of Chriſt ſhining in the Gotpell more gloriouſly then the | 4 
| Sunne ; Chriſt in the Goſpell is altogether hidden from them j v1.1 5x 
\that have not Chriſt living in them : The dea«(faith Salomon) 

know not any thing r The dead 1n finne know not any wy of 

the wiſedome of C hriſt guiding them, of the 4-4 of 
[Chriſt mortifying their luſts, of the reſarreFion of Chriſt | 

ckning their ſoalcs, of the dominion of Chriſt reigning in | 
their hearts, of the holineſſe of Chriſt ſanAifying their :t#- 
ions, nor of the fw/neſſe of Chriſt ſatisfying their delires, | 
Prophane perſons are altogether empty of the knowledge of 
Chriſt Jeſus : Indeath (faith the Plalmilſt) there is no remens. 
brance of thee, in the grave who (hall give thee thanks : Utn- 
der the death and in the grave of ſinne, there 1s no remeny | ® "fal.6.y, 
brance of Chriſt, he is not in all their thoughts, they thinke 
upon him,as the traveller upon the guias leading them, as 

the rich man upon the rreaſore enriching them, as the Bride 
upon the Bridegroome marrying them, Chriſt with carnall 
perſons, like David among his carnall acquaintance, « * for- 
gotten 4s adead man out of minde, and lik: a broken veſſcll. Can 
a maid, faith the Lord, forget her Ornaments, or a Bride her 
attire, yet my people have * pon me dayes withont num- 
+ Chriſt the ornament 


n Plal.z1-24. 


mm. 


The dead in Sim mar unhappy, | = 


'Y, 


| 


| 
| 
| 


attire of the ſoule of man is |s Ter,z. 31. | 
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| 394 = The doad in Sirmeſt unhappy. | 
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otten by carnal! people, as dead men are unmindfull of 
heir apparell. 3. The dead are wn/enſfible of all —_— 
have no feeling of any burthens 3 Man »lienated from Chrilt| 

L Eph.4.10, (andthe life of God is paſt ! feeling, he fecles not his ſune, as a 
_ 90s oppreſſing him ; he fecles not Stan, as an ene- 

my bufi:zting him, as a Tyrant moleſting and captivating 
| him ; his conſcience, as a witneſſe acculing, and a Judge con- 
q 1 Tim, 441, demning him, /it is 4 /eared with a hot jron, Mans unſeuſible» 
|neſſe of his owne wretchedneſle argues his unhappy and great 

| eltrangement from Chriſt ] ef1s, 4, The body ſeparated from 

| the ſoule 1s an waprefizable lamp, a loathſome carkaſſe ; the 

ſoule ſeparated from Chriſt is an wnfruirfoull branch ſepararcd 

from the Vine, an unprofitable member rent from the body, 
rPlal.141.1,3-\a loathſomeobj:tin Gods light, wncleane, ' corrupt, abomi- 
' nable, and doing no good, as the Plalmiſt ſpeakes. The whole 

| man ſeparate from Chriſt Jcſus, is a veſſel] full of all unclean- 
neſſe ; his beſt ſervice like the favour of a dead man is unſa- 
voury in Gods noſtrils. 5. The dead is wncapable of the food | 
fet before him, his body fals to the ground, cleaves unto the. 
carth, and reſolveth into duſt, Man that hath not Chriſt li- 
ving in him, is «»cap«ble of the meancs of grace, his foules 
Gen. gt» ute he thrives not by the miniſtery of the word, his ſoule 


| 


is leane and ill-favoured ſtill*; like Pharaohs leanc Kine after 
their cating of the fat ; the Quailes choaked the //r aclires, 
| they proved not a nouriſhing, but a deſtroying food anto 
[x Cor 2.14. |\them, The ward proves the ſavour of death unto death, to 
| hin1 that 1s ſeparated from the Lord of Life. All that arc with-| 
| out Chriſt arc fallen from God unto the world, they minde! 
t Phil,z.19, | onely tearthly things, they reſolve into the very dult, they 
are buried under the world, as a dead man under the! 
earth, The World hath the full pofſcſion of them ,' 
the ſole Lord\hip over them , nothing but the World 
ſuites with them , nothing but the carth is fſaveury, 
tothem. 6. The body without the ſoule moves nor, walks | 
not ; Man without Chriſt hath »o motion, no inclination unto | 
[Toba 21. God, makes no progreſi: in the way to life, Lazarus moved | 
not, walked not untill Chriſt raiſcd him : Man moves not | 
1n the way towards God and Heavenuntill Chriſt gives him | 
part | 
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| miſcry in beirg e'ranged from Chrilt ] clus. 


Without Chrift without Light, . 

art in the firſt ReſurreRtion : Man ia the ſtate of — 
ike 1/rael in the Prophet is bent unto” backeſliding ; Mans 
continuance in ſinne increaſeth his eſtrangement from God. 
The longer man lives in the (tate of corruption, the tarther he 
removes from Heaven, the greater is the diſtance between 
him and {4]vatio\), Laſlly, in a word, a dead man is offenſive 
to the houſe where he is, hath no communion with the li-| 
ving, hath loſt all his dignity and priviledges which he eu- 
juyed i his hf c:115, can doe nothing for his owne defence, 
but 1s expoſed co the foot to tread upon him, to the fowles of 
the aire to devoure him, Thus the carnall man thar is | 
without Chri(),is ani offence to them that live the life of grace, 
hath no {oirituall communion with Gods children, is eſtranged 
from all the Prerogarivesand dignitics belonging to the living 
members of Chritt , anable to doe any thing in defence of 
humſ-lfe againſt the adverſaries of his ſuule, being expoſe4 
and laid open as a very prey to Satan : And thus mans Ali- 
enation from the hfe M1, grace and holiwefi: ſhewes his great , 


2. Man that is without Chrilt, is without Zighr, He that is 
without the Sunne 18 1n dorknefſ: : He that 1s without the 
Sun of Rightcuuſnefſc 1s i darkneſſe and the ſhadow of death : 
There is ro oyle of ſaving knowledge, no Starte of fprritu- 
all Light ſhining in the houſe and region of his ſfoule : Of 
ſuch our Saviour ſaith, they have nor knowne the Father nor 
we : They bave not knowne the Father as a ſpirituall Parent | 
regenerating them, as a heayenly King reigning and ruling 
within them, as a gracious weler , poſſciling , farming, 
and adorning their foules with his gifrs and graces, asa dwel- 
ler poſſ-ſeth and furniſheth his houſe : They have not known 
the Father in his #erd,adoring him according to his prefcrip- 
tion; 110 his Sacrament, as the Maſter of a feaſt in his banque- 


ting houſe, fealting and feeding them in his preceprs as a | 
Lord and Maſter fearing him ; nor in his proms'es 18 2 ſure and | 
faithfi.ll friend reſting and relying upon him ; Neither have | 
they knowne me ; they have not knowne me in my natures as | 
God and Man in one Perſon ; in my Offices, as their Prophet 
inſtruting them ; as their Pricſt, of:ring my felfe a mes -- 
Aaz 
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306 -, | Man without ('wift ignor an, ungracious, captive. 
for them ; as their King, bearing ſpirituall dominion with- 
m them ; as their Mzdiator, bringing them-nigh to God, 
making reconciliation berween them and God ; they have 
not knowne me in my /#fferings, being crucitied together 
with mezin my ex4/tationg, being planted with the likenes of 
my ReſurreHion ; in my communications, being filled with 
my fulneſfe, folaced with my comforts,and reviv:d anJ chee- 
re+yup with my bleſſ:d preſence ; very miſerable is the car- 
'nall mans ignorance of Godand Chriſt Jefus. Therefore Tl 
x Eph. 5.8. "Jed * darkeneſſe, not darke; but darkenc(-it ſelte. Te were once 
| dar keneſſe, univerfally darke, wholly darke, having no mix- 
ture, or glimpſe of (pirituall light. Very fad and forrowtull i 


that fonles dirkznefl2 which: ws eſtranged from the Sunne of 
Righteoutnefle, 

| $3, Man that is without Chriſt is withowr grace, without ho» 

line, Naanen without Porden was overſpread with a loth- 

z Kin 5, ſome leprojie ; there us a very filthy Izproſie of uncleanneſſ: 

' upon them that partake not of Chriſt 1: For Chriſt, as the | 

4 Cor.2.g0. | Apoltleſiith, is our! Savificarion effectively, as the worker | 

it, originally a» the head and ſpring from whence it iy de- 

rived, without whomour ſoales are as empty of grace as the | 

=__ wo —_— the fountaine ; wh = - errour, 

per[tition, pride and prophaneneſſe as B of Ido» | 

laters, as Fall of earthly mindednefſe, and covetons prattiſes, | 

| the luggards fietd of thornes and bryars, as fall of hypo- | 

 griliz, decentfulneſſe, and unrighteouſneffe, as the Phariſzes 

| Sepulchers of dead mens bones, or the Temple of money: | 

| changers. before Chriſt whipt them out. Or fout:s are in- | 

| deeda very-tinke of uncleannefſe untill Chriſt doth poſſcſſe 

' 05, 

| 4. Man that is without Chriſt is withowr Liberty. Peter: 


without the AngelF continned in ned om without the 


Lord Jcfus man remaines the priſoner of Satan, the world, 
and his owne corrupt af:Fions Every unregencrate man is 
a miſerable bond-man, led aWay captive at the wil of Satan, un- 
able to make any reſiſtance againſt him, 2veluntary NMave re- | 
fuſing liberty tendred to bim, : loving darkeneſſ: more then 
l | light, and: Satans priſon better then Chriſts Palace; having: 


no 


| 


' 


| cover him ; he brings forth no frait to God, but all to him» 
n 


; 


Man of no eſlceme mibear Chrift. 


| Rl 


no liberty in his underſtanding to diſcerne the thi of 
God, in his imagination to meditate and thinke upon them, 
in his will to chuſe them, or in his 2#:Rions to love, prize 
and delight himſclfe in them : The Liberty of the ſoule 
eſtranged from Chriſt Jeſus 1s nothing clſc but bondage. He 
that is moſt free to inne is the greateſt (lave to Satan ; where 
Chriſt is not, there is no Life quickning, there is no Sure 
enlightcning, there is no ({ongueronr diſſolving the holds of | 
Satan, there is no dew pping cod ſoftening the hard and | 
fallow ground of mans heart. There is no fire warming the | 
cold and frozen aftRions, and therefore no li om 
cortuption, no inclination to the waycs and works of ſani- | 
fication. It is only Chriſt Jeſus that miniſters tothe ſoules of 
Gods ſcrvants treedome from uncleanneſſe,and liberty to true 
holineſle, 

5. Man that is without Chrift is withowt acceptation with God. 
Chriſt is Gods beloved, in whom man is accepted ; Man that 
is out of Chriſt, beares not Gods /mage, is not Gods gracious 
workmanſ/dip,is eftranged from Gods en ha no love of 
God within him 4 is the ſlave of Satan, the /ervart of the 
world,and a very /inky of corruption, He is no Tree of Righ- 
teouſneſle of Gods planting, no childe of Crods begetting, nv 
loyall Swbjet of Gods Kingdome, no weſel of Gods gracious 
filling, no pertaker of Chrifts Righteoulnefle to cloath and 
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ſelf-,to the fleth, and to the world. and therefore can have | 
no accptation with God, Fe/eph his brethren might not 

looke him inthe face, unleſſe toy brought their brother Bex- | 
jamin with them ; Man cannot looke Cod in the face with : 
any confidence, or COrprnngs, unleſlc he bring Chriſt with |; 
him in the armes of his faith ; Mans perſon and ſervice finds ' 
gar 2a with God only in and through Chriſt ] cſus;with- | 
cut Chrſt man is ſtubble, and Goda conſuming fire to deſtroy | 
him ; Man is a guilty malefaQor, and God a ſevere Judge to 
condemne him ; the whole cf man without Chriſt ; <ſus 1s a 
very abomination in Gods preſence, | 
6. Man that is without Chriſt is Withowt Contexration, : In 
Chriſt the ſoule mcets with all fatisfaftion and fulnede, He is a | 
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Want Chriſt and Wave beanty. | 
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S»n in whom the b:l-eving ſoule beholds all fuln-M: of lighe, 

precious lewell in whom he finds all fulneff: of worth,a rocks 
in whom he fecles all Falnzfe of trenzth, a fownraine from 
whom hedrawes all falacf: of atisfa tion, and 1 Par«di/e in 
who;n he enjoyes all fulncf: of picafares ; but without 
Chriſt the ſoule finds vanity and emptin*fi> in the greateſt 
abundance ; the wife findeth anemprineſ{: in a rich and full 
houſe, the husband being abſent, Chrift wanting, the ſoule 
wary with vanity in the largeſt poſſ:MNon, Chrilt is the mar- 
row and the Fitne(T:, the fulnefſe and the ſweetneſſe of all our 
endowments , ſeparate Chriſt from them, and they are bit- | 
ter, and doe not »lcafe ns; weake and doe not fu'taine us; 
empty and doe not fill us; dambe and dos not comfort us, It 
is not th-abandance of any thing, but Chriſt comming with 
it, that gives conten'ation whether the thing be much or 
lietl-. Wichourt Chrit the defire is enlarged as hell,and never 
fatisfie4; the Lord Jeſus is the choiſe and onely fulneff: of all 
Chriſtians: ' 

7. Man without Chriſt is without al ſpirirn? lender and 
beauty. The Sunne is the glory of the world; the eye is the! 
glory of the head; the fonle of the body; the jewcell is the 
| way Od the es - the Flowers, Herbs, Trecs and Fruit, are 

e glory of the Garden and the Field;the &rke was the glory | 
of Iſrart, and Chriſt # the glory of the (briſtian ; Rilzd the 
y light of the Gemiles, and the g/-ryof /ſrarl, being both the 
Author and the matter of their gory: Their glory in reſpe&t 
of inflrut5on, xs the teacher is the plory of the Sehoole; in 
reſpe4 of vivifſ-ation, as the ſoule is the glory of the bod q 
in reſpeQ of Redewprion, as the ranſomer 18 the glory of the 
captive ; in reſpe& of Congneft, x8 David was the glory of //- 
racl, overcomming the grew Golirh;in refpett of Ju? fication 
6g the 00h i the glory of Him chit wenres fy in reſpe 


alin, mm Pordin wit thegloy of Warmer, cleats 
ron his leproiey In refpett of repterion, og the Four 
taine is the glory of the ciſterae; and in r2fp2 4 of wife and 
powerfull guSernarion, gracias and plentifall aniftr aien, as 
the King is the glory of the Kiuydomns, the (henhoard of the 
flueke ; and as foſoph was the glory of the Latid of Eyype,mi- | 

| Nutrug, 


Al ans baſenefſe without Chrif?, 
ws — 
| niſtring proviſionto it : He that partakes moſt of Chriſt Je-: 
| ſus, is the moſt beautifall and glorious of 211 others ; but man' 
| withour Chriſt is without all ſpirituall beauty,in regard of 
; wnorance, as a darke houſe without light, even * darkeneſſe it 
Cltes in regard of nakeneſſe, as a man without a garment, 
2 waked, miſerable and wretched,baving no other cloathing then 
| amenſtrom clout to cover him, led by Satan like Epypr by the 
| Aſſyrians, naked, * barefoot, his battockes, yea the whole man 
| prcovered ; in regard of ſpirituall contagion and foul-ſicknes, 
| bis ſoule like the body of Lazarm full of ſores, or like the 
| body of Fob full of fore boiles, from the fole of his foot unto 
| his crowne ; loathſome and incurable are the foulcs- maladies, 
| which hath not Chriſt as a Phyſitian to heale him ; inregard 
| (in*Sa/omon )full of nettles, thornes and bryars, wanting Chriſt 
| the great husbandman to manure and dreflc tim, and inregard 
| of the reſidence of Satan in him,as a cage of uncleane birds ; in; 
| regard of the preſence and mhabitation of loathſome luſts, as a 
fepulchre full of dcad mens bones ; in regard of the dominion! 
of corruption, as a dead man under the power of death, in 
| whom is no beauty left ; and in regard of the /ordidneſſe and 


| baſenefſe of his praftiſe, way and order of his life, as a Sow 
| wallowing in the mire ; fowle and ſhamefull, horrid and 
| loathſomie 1s mans uncomelineſſe without Chriſt ; The greas- | 
| teſt ſinner is the fowleſt monſter zbodily beauty without Chriſt 
fr but greene grafle upon a rotten grave, or a faire garment | 
| up0n 4a leprous backe,, Did man, fee his uncomelineſſ= and 
| | deformity without C brift, he wovld ſtile himſelfe as the Pros | 
| | pher ſtiled Paſtwr 
way a terrour to himſclfe, 
8, Man witheut Chriſt is without howwwr, He is no Sonne| 
of God, l\ut ore of Satan fpurious frood; no Free-wan, but , 


ſlave to Satars arld His 6Wwne corruption 4 no Spow/e of Chriſt, 
but a fpirituall harlot committing fornication with the world; 
no Congnerew, but a captive led away by divers luſts ; no 
friend nor favourite of Cod, but an alien and enemy in Gods 
accourt,likened to the dung and the drofle;the chat; andſtub- 
by ; for their emprincſſe, baſencfle, and vileneſſe in the ſight 
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"No Clhrift, no Peace. 


of God, being baſe in their corrupt originall ; In their carnall 
oſction,oile in their © wndertandings, wile onely to doc evill; 
baſe in their Wi/s, chuling the evill and refuſing the good ; baſe 
low things ; baſe in 
their feare, truſt, love, ion, fearing where no feare is, fearing 
man that ſhall s aye, and the ſonne of man which ſhall bc 
made as graſſe, trulting in an arme of fleſh, leaning upen a 
withered reed, loving and ſetting his eycs on that which « 
wot, and rejoycing in a thing of #oxghe, and baſe in all their 
intendments ; the ſatisfying of the luſts of the flchh are the 
bigheſt marke,to which they levell the arrowes of all thcir 
endeavours. The whole way and praiſe of man without 
Chriſt Jcſus, favours of nothing but baſenefſe : He that hath 
not Chriſt to innoble him is molt ignoble in his nward diſpo- 
ſition, 1n his outward condition, 1n all his undertaking : We 
fay of them, as Job did of ſome of his time : They are 
b childhem of fooler, yea children of baſe men, they are viler then 
earth. He that is the greateſt ſtranger to Chritt Icfus, is the 
moſt baſe of all creatures. 
9. Man without Chriſt is without peace, Chriſt is the 
Prince of peace, his Subj<s are the onely Sub jets of peace. 
God is in none, but in Chriſt, * recexci/ing the world unto 
himſelfe. Jo/ephs brethren found favour with Pharaoh oncly 
through 7o/eph ; Chriſt alone is the Authour of reconciliation 
between God and man, peace 4 ' preached onely by C briſt Jeſws, 
God Miniſters are the inſtruments of peacc onely to ſuch +er- 
ſons as embrace the Lord Icſus, and Chriſt (ſaith the Apoſtle) 
is our ® peace, the revcaler, the procre:r, and the worker of 
peace in ali the childrenof peace, Man that is without Chriſt 
1s an enemy to the God of peace, aſtranger to the Covenant 
of peace, uncapable of the word of peace, an alicn to the way 
of peace, and full of finne, the maine impediment of peace, 
to him therefore that wants Chrift there is no peace, No truc, 
no ſpirituall, no heavenly peace,no joy and peace in the Holy- 
Ghoſt ; Sinne is mans trouble, but Chriſt is mans peace ; He 
that is full of finne and-cmpty of Chriſt, hath nothing to doc 
with peace.Zoram once asking, « 5t peace, Febu? was anſwe- 
red, * What baſt thou to doe with peace ſolong 44 the whoredomes 
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Want Chriſt ond want all, 


no other but Febw's anſwer, what 


from, and rebellions againſt the Prince of peace fo great : His 
\ thoughts of peace are all vile and baſe deluſions, who continucs 
| erapty of Chriſt, the fole difpencer of peace to all belceving 


| foules, 

| Laſtly, and inafew words, Man withont Chriſt is withowr 

' protetion, He hath no ſhicld to defend him in the day when 
Satan makes warre upon him : le hath no helper to reſcue 


' him when the prince of darkenefſe, the world, and his owne' 


 luſts beſiege him, He is without /#pportation, and mnlt finke 
tike the houſe built upon the ſand, in the hoare, when the 
' winds and waves of affliction doe beate upon him. He is with- 
' out remiſſion, the Law ſtands like the hand writing in Be/ſaz- 
2475 wall againſt him, and fils him with diſaall feare and trem- 
bling, his | mo arc upon him, and he muſt dyein them, He is 
' without blefſing, all becomes a curſe unto him , all without 


| Chriſt is bitter,like the waters of Marah without the Tree, He' 
| is without /a/vazien, there is no other name given under hea- | 


ven whereby he may be ſaved. He that 1s without Chriſt isa 
childe without #wr/e, his ſoule doth ſtar ve ; a City without 
| a Watchman,the enemy makes a prey of him ; a Ship without 
| a Pilot, his ſoule ſplirs upon the rockes of deſperation, when 


| the ſtormytempeſt of anaccuſing conſcience begins to toff: and! 
ſhake him : He 18 aficke man without a Phyſtian, he dyes in 


| thediſcaſe that is npon him :. He isa withered branch without 


' root,prepared fewell for everlaſting burning: Surely anns baſe-! 
| neſke, wretchedneſſe, wors and miſcries continuing a ſtranger! 


| 


{ct his ſoule on worke to get intereſt in Chr 


[0 <= ADE 
| of thy mother Tezabel, and ber Witchcraft are [o many. Carnall\ 

man asking, Is it peace, O Meffenger of God? can looke for | 
thou todo O caraall man 
with peace, folong as thy luſts are ſo ſtrong within thee, thy | 
fornications with the creature ſs many, and thy eſtrangement| 


to Chriſt Feſus, doc even furpaſſe the exprefſionof the tongues | 
| of men and Angels. O how are they beyond meaſure ſtupid, 
blockiſh and fencel:fſz, who pleaſe and bleſſe themſelves in' 
| their impicties, in an eſtate of eſtrangement from Chriſt Icſus !; 
| O how (hoald the meditation of mans —_— without Chriſt 
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Want of Chrift matter of great hnemiliation, | 


Cuay, I'V, 


| | 
Declaring mans great canſe of humil at ion for being without 

(brift, and alſo diſcovering th: Cauſe of mans under. 

valuing Chriſt. | 


He meditation of mans alienation from Chriſt in his na- 
turall eſtate, minilters matter of Hamiliarion vnto man, | 
man in his naturall condition having aothing cf Chriſt | 
within him ; and this is the miſcry of ail miſerics to be | 
empt of Chriſt Jeſus, neither doth che want of an; thing | 
miniſter ſach cauſe and matter of humiliation, as the wart 
of Chriſt. Hagar wept becauſe her bottle was empty of 
waters, Hannah was in great bitterncſle, becaul: ber wombe 
Fad barren, (hut up from child-bearing, The women in 
the day of Famine crycd helpe 5 King : Micah in too and 
ro. like a man beſides himiette, when his 1doll, his ima- 
ginary God was taken and carried from hit ; what is the 
' want of children, of bread and water, to the want of Chriſl? 
er the lofi: of an Idoll, an imaginary. God, to the loſſe 
of the true God ? The want of all things 1s as nothing 
in compariſon of the want of Chriſt: man that hath Chrilt 
| hath great matter cf rejoycing in the want cf cvcry 6- 
ther thing ; man that wants Chriſt hath great cauſe of 
humilation, in the preſence of all worldly fulln«(: « And 
every man in his naturall cate, is as empty of Chriſt as 
the fooliſh Virgios lampes were of Oyle, or the tree 
which Chriſt curſed was of frait, even wholly and alro- 
ether without Chriſt. Without the life of Chriſt, - Chriſt 
 liveth not in them any more then the root doth live in 1 
dead and withered branch ; Without the knowledge of 


a 


Chriſt, the” myſtery of Chriſt is a /ea/ed * Books, which 
they cannot open, or a booke writtea 10 aſtrange language 
which 


kd 
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Want of all thing nothing to the Want of Cirif, | +2 


—_— 


' which they cannot reade, the treaſures of wiſdome hid- 
den in Chriſt are hidden from their underſtanding ; as the 
lght of the Sunne is hidden from the eyes of the blind ;| 
witFout the frag of ('briſts death, it doth not mortific theit! 


luſts, their o/d P man # not erncified With Chriſt ; their luſts 
are not dead with Chriſt, as the Phil;ftines dyed with Samp- 
| ſon : Without the benefit of Chriſts reſarrefion, they are 
| not planted into the likeneſle of Chriſis refurreQion ; they | 
| riſe not from firne and from the werld, as Chrift roſe. 
| from the grave; Samſon role at 94 midnight and carried a- 
| way the gates of Gaza, but the Gazres were quiet all night, 
they roſe not : Chriſt is riſen and hath made an» open way 
for us to paſſe from death to life , but carnall: men con- 
'tinue their (leepe and ſlumber in fin, they riſe not to new- 
' nefle of life and converſation ; they are without the fruit 
and benefit of Chrift; offices, Chriſt is not to them a Pro- 
phet revealing Gods will, and enlightning their - under- 
ſtandings z a Prieſt expiating their fnnes, and reconciling | 
them to God ; a King ſubduing Satan and their corrupts | 
ons, and reigning graciouſly within- th:cm, and making | 
them truly (Sbje& and obedient unto God : They are with- 
out the apprehenſion of Chriſts beauties, and taſte of Chriſts 
' ſwecetneſſe, Chriſt is to them like the Xſanna to 1/rael, a 
light © bread ; they ſee no * beanty nor comlineſle in Chriſt, 


þ Rom. 6, 


| he is no more to them then * ancther Beloved: then gold: r Num.11.5. 
[ Via.5 3.2. 
| and filyer, the covetcus mans beloved: then honours and! | can —_ 


| high places, the ambitious mans beloved: then idols and/ 
| humane rites and ceremonies, the ſuperſtitious mans be- 
loved : they are without the righteon/neſſe of Chriſt, he doth 
net juſtifie them, he doth not cloath them with the gar- 
ments of ſalvation ': Without the preſence of Chriſt, 
an empty houſe without the dweller ; Chriſt dwelleth yt! 
in thewr hearts by faith : Without the &wve of Chr as: 
a Harlot without the love of her husband ; without the 
difenſation of Chriſt, he doth not communicate himſcelfe, 
and his faving gifts unto them, any more then the head 
communicates it ſclfe to the members which arc dead; 
[Chriſt ſuſpends his gracious inffucnce from their _— 

There 


q Jud. 16.1,4,, 


| 
| 
| 


, 
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amt of all things nothing 16 the want of Chrifh, © © | 
There is not the leaſt charager .or cognizance of Chriſt 
upon them : they are withoat the power of Chriſt ſtreng- 
thening. them, without the halineſſe of Chrilt ſanRifyi 

tham, without the fullneſs of Chrilt fatisfying them, nas, 


and turning all for the belt unto them : and man thus be- 
ing without Chriſt is matter and occaſion of great abaſe- 
meat and humiliation to the fooule of man : man that is 
without Chriſt hath nothing whereof he may truly glo- 


— ——__ —_— — —_ _ _ 


\ The want of all things is nothing to the want of: 
Chriſt : If Moſer want a guide in the wilderneſſ: Hoe | 
bab may be inſtead of eyes to him ; if Noab have not 
where to reſt his foot upon the Earth, the Arke may beare 
him up in the waters : If Hager have no water in her. 
bottle, her eyes may be opened to fee a well ; If there | 
be no corne in the Land of (\anaan, Af gypr may ſupply | 
them : If the Gibeonites be belieged, Foſkwa may reſcue them: 
If Peter be in priſon the A may free him: If the 
woman of Shwnems ſonne be dead, the Prophet may raiſc | 
him, There is a ſupply in Chriſt Jcſus for all mans ne-| 
cellities , a helpe for all mans diſtreſſes, a comfort tor all | 
mans ſorrowes ; but if man waat Chriſt there is none to. 
quicken and reſtore him to the firſt reſurretion, there is none | 
to free him from the bondage of Satan, there 1s RONE to, 
guide him in the way to Heaven , there is none to reple-| 
niſh him with grace and fanQification , there is none to. 


———_—— 


reſcue him from the ffrituall enemies which doe beficge 


him. In the abſence of the Lord Jcſus there is no re- 
dreſle for ſoul-diſtreſſes, no helpe againſt ſoul-diſcomforts; 
the having of all things is as nothing if man have not 
Chrift with them ; what if thou haſt the ſtature and ar- 
mour of Goliah ? yet without Chriſt, thou wilt fall in the 
battell : what if thou haſt the favour and honour of Ha-/ 
mean 7? yet without Chriſt, all this will availe thee nothing, 
and at length ſhame will be thy portion : what if thou: 
haſt the riches of im in . the Parable ? yet not having 
Chriſt, thou wilt eat the bread of ſorrower, be in ſtraights| 
5 the mid(t of thy ſufficiency, andat laſt the cvill ſpirits 


will 


without the geodweſſe of Chriſt {weetning their have: | 
; 


C auſes of undervaluing Chrift, 215 

{ will take' thy ſoule from thee: What if thou haft thewy- 
dome of eAchitophell ? yet net having Chriſt, thy wiſcome 
will be turned into foohſhnefſe, and thou mayelt fajle © 
wiſdome in thy head to reſtraine thy hands frem being 
thine owne executioners : What if thou haſt all the Or- 
dinances of God to feed thee, all the Minifters of Gedto 
inſtru& thee, all naturall and morall indowmentsand com- 
mon illuminations to adorne thee,and all EceleſiaFicall pri- 
videdges to: honour thee, and yet haſt not Chrift, all theſe 
like Pharaohs Chariorrt witheut wheeles, will (vff r thee to 
ſinke and periſhinrthe red Seaof Gods vengeance; the pre- 
{ſence of all worldly abilities is very frivolovs in Chriſts 
' abſence, and man (hould never {ſo abaſe and humble him- 
ſcife for the wanv of any thing, as for the want of Chriſt ' 
and his communieation of himſclfe untohim ; all that can 

be ſaid to demonſtrate mans being miſerable, or to move 

man to humiliation, is briefly comprehended in this, that he # | 

Without Chriſt, 

3. Mans alienation from Chriſt in his naturall and cor- | 3. Cauſe of un- 
rupt- eſtate doth diſcover and lay open the cauſe, why | — 
Chriſt is of no more cftceme with the men of the world, | ©" 
no more precious in the: eyes of carnall men ; here is the 
' ground. of 1t, they are without Chriſt, they are frangers 
to Chriſt, and Chriſt is'a ſtranger unto them. For this 
' cauſe, 1. They have no cleare and comfortable knowledge, 
| no trne and gracious diſcerning of Chriſt, Chrift is hid- 
; der from them, as light from the blinde, He was in the 
' world (faith the Evangelift) and the world was maadt by him, 
| and the world knew him not. He was in the world by his 
| great and: mighty workes of Creation and Providence, as a | 
maker-and: a ruler ; by his:univerfall preſence, as a-dwel- | 
ler /; by his generall and common »fluexce, 2s a root In 
the branches, miniftring prefervation to all 'creatores, and 
by: his Ordinances and Prophets, as atcacher in his Schoole; 
yea, he came among his owne, among the-[ewes , by in 
carnation, in the” vitible forme of a' man, but' the world 
netther: knewr himz, nor his own received him 4 they know 
not! the nereſſicy of Chriſt, the men of the oldworld knew 
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— | 
not-the necelity! of the [Atke, untill it' was too'late, and 
therefore: they centred not into it! : The Elders of Gil-ad at 
firſt knew not their neceſſity of Tephra, and therefore cx- 
pellcd him out of his Fathers Houſe : Mens ignorance 'of' 
the neceſſity of Chriſt makes /them regardlefſe -of getting! 


| intereſt-in, Chriſt, and cauſcth- them protanely 'to reje | 
| Chriſt ; they know not the worth and excellency of Chriſt; | 
| and therefore they ſet the empty things of the world a-| 


: 


bove Chriſt ;_ as the Philiſtines ſet Dagon above the Arke; | 
| and Eſas preferred a meſl: of pottage above his birth-right; 
' they know not the, holy and gracioxs diſpen/ations of Chriſt; | 
us therefore they preferre the miniſtrations of the Earth, | 
| above the miniſtrations of Chriſt, as the men of Shechem 
preferred the bramble above the Te know not the eA1-| 
ſufficiency and, tullneſſe of Chriſt, and therefore they ex2lt 
the creature, q vaine and empty thing above Chriſt, as 1/- 
ral in the Prophet preferred the » broken ciſterne above the | 
living fountaine : They, know not the ſweetneſſe and plea-| 
fantneſſe of the face and love of Chriſt ; and therfore they | 
prize the love and favour of the world above the love of 
Chriſt ; as Harlots ſometimes doe the love of baſe and de- | 
formed ſtrangers, above the love of their owne kenourable | 
and comely Husbands : Chriſt is never precious in the cycs 
of ""y perſons as arc under the power of ſpirituall blind- 
neſle, 
2, Men being without Chriſt, doe net tafte the ſweern: (ſe 


2. No taſte of and gooane (ſe of Chriſt z he doth not reliſh well with therr 


| palates ; He is not ſweet and ſavoury to their ſoules ; they | 
_ not taſted how w good Chrilt is ; there js a goodnefie! 
of illumination,of regeneration, fanRification, ſpirituall free-| 
dome, confolation, contentation and pacification flowing 
from Chriſt to the ſoules of men, which to carnall men is. 
a ſcaled well, whoſe waters their palates never taſted : an 
ecclipſed Starre with whoſe light their eye was never af-' 
feed, they taſte not the ſweetneſl: of Chriſt, in the illu-/ 
mination of their underſtandings, as the eye taftes thefſweet-| 
nefle of the h he : Chriſt is not {weet to them in his or-| 
| dinances; as the Maſtcr of the Feat to the gueſt in his 


dain- 


_—— 


) 


m__ 
——_— 


Chriſt not loved, 
daintics, theſe are not to them a ? feaſt of marrow, of fat 
things, and of wine well refined upon the lees, for the de+, 
light and refreſhment, comfort and contentment, which 
they miniſter Chriſt is not ſweet to them in his Mi-: 
nifters, as a mercitull King in his Emb:fladours, bringing 
tidings of peace to the people ; Chriſt is not ſweet to 
them in his gracious 4:#i/{ations, as the cloud in the raine is 
ſweet unto the dry carth : They cannot fay of Chriſt as the 
| Spoulc did, As * the eApple-tree among the Trees of the Wood, 
ſo is my Beloved among the ſounes, } ſate downe under his 
faadrw With groat delight, and his fruit was ſweet to my taſt,. 
| Nothing favours well with their palates, but things car-{ 
nall and worldly, to them the bread of deccit, and ſtolne' 


4 


waters are ſweet; but they fayour not the things of God, 
Barzillas excuſed himſclte from going to Dawa!r houſe, 
from cating of Davids meat, becauſe k could not taſt what 
he did eat or what he did drinke, nor could heave any more 
lehe voyce of ſinging men or of ſinging women, Carnall men! 
decline the Houſe of God, and the Feaſt which Chriſt! 
there maketh, becauſe they cannot taſt the things of God, 
jon heare the ſpiritudll melody which Chrit there makes 
to the ſoules of his ſervants : Mens not taſting of Chriſt in | 
his ordinances and in his graces, makes him of no eſtcem | 
[with their ſoules, 

3. Menbeing without Chriſt have no love to Chriſt, he! 
is not the * faireſt of ten thou/and in their cycs ; they love 
not the Lord Jcſus, «s the Bridegroome to whom their 
foules are marricd, as the choiſeſt pearle by whom they are | 
enriched, as the fon of conſolation, with whole beames 
their ſ{oules are comforted, as the fountain by whom their] 
hearts are refreſhed, and their deſires _ way ſatisfied : | 
Their love to Chriſt is not like the love of Fonarhan to Da- 
vid, a love wonderfull, and ® paſſing the love of women ; | 
there is no ſ{utablenefſe betweene Chriſt and their ſoules, | 
as between the hearts of lovers ; they meditate not up- | 
;on Chrift, as lovers npon their love ; they dclight not 
' themſelves in Chriſt as the rich-man inthe treafure, and the | 
\dride in the bridegroome which = love, their hearts ny 

B their 


F """_ 


———— 
ylfa,25.6, 


; Cant.z,y, 


3. No love to 
Chrift. 

* Cant, F+10s 
1 Cor.16. 


b þ Sam- 1.26, 


—— Out of (liſt and no pleaſure i Cit. 4 


| their thoughrs are ap011 the world and not npon Chrift, rhe 
c1J-h2.15, | © love the World, and the love of Chriſt is not mm th:m, aad 
where loveto Chrilt is wanting, Chrilt is of ao eitimarion; 
| he will put himſ-lfe upon no ſervice, nor undergo? nv dith- 
\cultics for Chriſt, who 1s deſtitute of love ro Chriit, Mans 
Amor Pei fie | yri21ng of Chritt is ever f{atable tothe love of man towards 
apery wr +S Chriſt, hee that hath great love to Chriſt will dce great 
yp 0p things for Chriſt, he that hath no loveto bim will give every 
eſt, reg, baſe thing I above hun, 
4. Noplcaſarc} 4, Men being without Chriſt take no pleaſire in Chriſt, 
1 Chriſt, they doe notdelight themſclves in Chriſt; diſcaſed eyes have | 
no pleaſure in the Sun; diitempered palates have no pleaſure: 
1 the choyſelt wine, Chriſt is a trauble to men that are cor-. 
rupt and caroall, as the Starce was to4 Herod and the men 
d Mate2.2> | of Hieruſalem, Chriſt is a very great croiſe and trouble to 
their corruptions, he fals heavy upon them, they cannot 
ſtand before him, no more then Dagon before thi: Arke ;and. 
| therfore Chriſt 1s a great off-nce to them, as the Ark *<to 
e1Sam.54. |che Philiftines; Chrilt is not to them a plainve avd pleaſant 
way ; they cannot according to the Apoſtles phraſe fwalke | 
in Chriſt ; by believing Chrilts Promiles, by obeying Chrilts | 
Precepts, by conforming themſelves to Chriſts Example, | 
with fulneſſe and cheartulncſſ:, as a Travellor walks fully | 
and joyfully in a pl:in and pleafant path : they cannot 
walk in the light of Chrilt, as a man walks joyfully in the 
| light of the Sun; in the ſtrength of Chriſt, as the Rider 
moves ſpeedily in the ſtrength of the Horſe which cries 
him., as the Ship rows in the ſtrength of the wind which 
drives him, and the Prophet walked to Mount Horeb in 
the ſtrength of the Barly cake which fed him; they can- 
not walk in the love of Chriſt, as Jac#b walked thorough 
his ſervice, in the love of Rachel ; Chriſt and his way and 
worke, is not thus pleafint to them, they can no more 
walk in Chriſt, then David could in 8 S4s/; armour, they 
bo no ſooner try it, but they are pre{-ntly weary of it. 
We cannot fay of them and Chriſt, as David did of Sant 
ba$Sam,s, |and Jonathan, They were lovely ani pleaſant in thelr lives 
and in their death they were not divided , they ow wy 
they 


| 


£1 Saml7. 


| No enioyment of Chriſt an4 no lowging for (hriſt, 
then the Eagles, they were flronger then Lyons, No they take 
no pleaſure in Chriſt in their lives, and they are divided 
from Chriſt in their deaths 3 the way of Chriſt is to them| 
a way of thornes, they move flowly 10 Chrilts ſervice, like 
| Pharaohs Chariots without wheels, the waters of Gods) 
wrath overwhelming them at the laſt, Chriſt is tothem 
| a rocke of | offence, and a ftone of ſtumbling : to belecvers # 1 Pet.z.8, 
| he is an ele& and precious ſtone for his great worth in 
' himſ.lfe, the price they put upon him, the enrichment they, 
| receive from him, a wing ſtone quickning them, a ſtone 
of ttrength ſupporting themzbut to other men thorgugh their L 
' infidelity, pride and profancrefufall, he is a ſtone of cff:nce; 
| they have no delight in his * D ofirine;; they are | offented in + kIer-6.10, 
| him, they gnaihtheir teeth at him ; they thinke diſhonou- | #1 13 57- 
| rably of him in his offices, in his ordinances, in his Mini-| 
ſters, and in hisattendants: Under the Law if a: man * de-| m Deut21.14. 
| lighted nor in his wife, he gave hera bill of divorce : The! 
| man under the Golpell, that takes no delight in Chriſt, di- 
| yorcerh himfclfe from Chriſt, obſerves not his Covenant, | 
| with-draws himſclfe from Chriſt, puts ao more price upon 
| bim, hathno better eſteeme of him thena hard hearted //rae- 
lite of his divorced wife. Man doth ever evidence his high) | 
| eſte:zme of Chriſt by his pleaſare, delight and joy in: Chritts 
| He that doth notrejoyce ih him puts a very unworthy price! 
upon him. 
| 5. Mcnbeing without Chriſt have »o /onging after Chriſt, | ,, x0 longing 
it is the haviog of Chriſt in meaſure and in truth that breeds! atter Chriſt, | 
fervent and unfained longings after Chriſtz no man more des | 
fires Chriſt then he that enjoyes moſt of Chriſt : No man fo 
[ contents himſcife without Chrilt, as he that never favingly | 
| enjoyed any thing of Chriſt ; he that never knew what h- 
| berty was 1swell pleaſed witha ſervile eſtate 5 he that never | 
| ſaw theSun pleaſes himſelfe in darknefſe ; man that never 
| diſcerned the beauty and brightneſl: of the Son of Rightcoul- | 
| neſſe, that never knew the liberty and comforts which Chrilt 
» miniſters, pleaſeth himſelf m his ſpiritual bondage, applauds | 
| himſelfe in his blindnefſe and ignorance,and fith with them | 
in Job, * Depart from ws, We care mot for the kyomledge of thy | n Tob u1.14, | 
B b2 Wiles; 
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(riſts love begets love, 7 


: 


» Sam. 23.0 5+ | Wayes : He doth not long after Chriſt, as David ifter the wa- 
£0,3% 12% | ters of Bethel; he doth not cry for Chriſt; as Rachzl did for 


| children ; he thinkes like Eſas in another ciſe that he hath 
| enough alrcady ;_ he imagineth thit he is rich aud fall and 
| wants nothing ; the ſoul that is wholy eſtranged from Chriſt 
1s farre from longing after Chriit ;- the Diſciples did firſt cat 
of the bread which Chriſt gave them, and then they crycd, 
Lord give us. * evermare of thy bread : It is mans talt of 
Chriſt, mans feeding upon Chriſt, that makes him long at- 
| - , 

'ter Chriſt : The experience which the Spouſe in Sa/omon had 
of the bridegroomes love, moved her to intreat the Þ kiſſes of 


- | bu month, Let him kiſſe me with the kiſſes of his mouth, for 


| thy love 14 better then wine, Chriſtians arc firſt Palliye and 
| then Active in their tove to. Chriſt-ward; love like the heat 
' ofthe Sua firſt defcends, and then itaſcends, Chriſts love to 
| us begets our love to him, Chriſts love was firt over the 
' Spouſe as a Banner, and then ſhe was 3 ficke of /ove to him : 
| Lazarms lay faſt inthe grave, the Earth was his bed, his pa- 
' lace, hisreſting place, and all in all, till Chriſt rayſed him 
Man lyes faſt in the grave of fin, the world, the Earth, the 
things here below are his bed, his palace, his Paradiſ:, he 
| minds nothing cls till Chriſt doth quicken him, The ſtrange 

woman in Sa/omons Song marvelled what Chriſt the Chur- 
| ches.' Beloved was, they muſcd why ſhe ſhould be ſick of 
love toward him, why ſhe made fach great inquiry after 
him. Carnall men thinke Gods people beſtdes themfelves 
in being ſacarneſt after Chriſt, ſo zcalous for Chriſt, they 
marvel why they are ſo inquiſitive in their hearings, pray- 
ers, faſtings, meditations and conferences after Chriſt ]c- 
{ſus : - they wonder what Chriſt is more then any. other B<e- 
lored, as gold, filver, honoars, pleafares; having no loys 
nor longings in themſclves after Chriſt , they muſe at the 
love and longings of - others ;; and as they long not after 
' him, they put no price upon him, ſhew no reſp<& to 
him, but ft him , with. David behind the Ewes, girc 
| him the leaſt and loweſt; yea, even noroome at all in their 
; hearts.Chriſt is of nacſteem with man,untill he comes with- 
{ in man, and makes the ſonl of man his gracious habitation. 
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ſRom.9.6,7. 
| CharaSers of 


of Chritt, 


322 | Averſende fom Crit, Without grate without Chriſt 
| Glem, Jeruſalem, thow that killeſt the Prophets, and ftoneſt 


How man is in 
Chrilt. | 


| 


them that are ſent unto ther, how often Wonld { have gathered | 


you torether even as 4 Hen dnth gather her (Chickens under hey | 


Wings, and you Would not ; and again you may behold him | 
weeping over that City, and ſaying, © 1hat thou hadſt known 
wn tha thy day, the things belonging to thy peace, but maw they 
are hidden from thine eyes \+ And of old alſo may you hcare 
him gs mouth of the Prophet, 7 have /abon- | 
red in waine, 7 fhent my ſtrength fir nog bt and in vain; | 
None but God can perſwade Zaphe to dwell inthe Teats, 
of Shem, Such is mans averſenefie from Chriſt, that God a- 
lone can worke man into Chriſt : But perhaps ſome will 
oy, What isthis to us ?/ We are all borac within the palc 
Chriſts-Church, we are all baptized intoChriſt, we have | 
all pucon Chriſt, therefore no ſuch folly, no ſuch cſtrange- 
ment in us and our Joules from Chriſt ? 
Tothis I anfwer, It is one thing to be in Chriſt by an Ec. 
clefiafticall Generatien and birth within the Church : Anether 
thing tobe 1n Chriſt by /piriraall Regeneration and new-birth, 
being borne againe of Chriſt; it is one thing to be in Chrift | 
Sacramentally by participation of the outward ordinance and | 
clement, another thing tobe in Chriſt fpriricually, by -par- , 
ticipationof the inward grace ; it is onething to be in Chritt | 
by an outward and formall profeilion : er thing to be | 
in Chrit by an internall-and gracious incorporation, * T hey | 
are not all \ſracl, Which are of iiracl, neither becauſe they are 
the ſeed of Abraham ave they all children... 
| If: Ini enyooolcing 
: Chriſt >. h 


bein 
weichour C1 hrif 


3 Without the 
Spir't & grace 


I anſwer, a mansbring, out of Chriſt may among many be | 
diſcerned by theſe Characters or marks therof.. 

1. By being Without the Svirit and Grace of (rift, He 
that is without the light of the Sun is without the Sun ; /f 


, GR 


bu : He is without Chriſt, he that hath not the Spiric of 
Chriſt exlighrning hims,. ſaviagly to know God, as- a childe 
his father with an aff:Five knowledge; regemerating and en- 
dowing him with a child-like aff-Rien to God and Chritt; 


1 reviving! 


w/ mar (ith S. Paw) have wit rhe Spirit of ( brift he 14 none 


—_—@_— 


— — 
———— 


| One raigning frne excludes (briſt, _ 
- reviving nd quickving him to live to God and Chriſt Jeſus 
| in true linche ; incorporating him into Chriſt, and mak1 

' him partaker of Chriſts fullnefſe : San#ifying and cleanſing 
' him from his ſin, as the water doth waſh the ſpots from the 
(fleſh ; diref9ing and guiding him to walke aright in the waies 
of God, and to doe the things pleaſing to God, as the hand! 

of the teacher guides the hand of the learner to write ac-' 

cording to the copy : He that hath not the Spirit thus wor-/ 
' king upon him, thus framing and diſpoſing his heart, hath 
"not Chrift; for he that s iw * (rift, as aliving member,' ta Cer 5.17, 
' by ſpirituall anion, as a ſon by adoption, hes 4 new creature, I 
| old things are paſſed away, and all things! are become new : 
| When Chriſt came into the * Temple, he purged his Fathers « Ioh.z,r5, 
| houſe, he overturned the mony- tables, he drove out the 
| knycrs and the ſellers. When Chrift cometh into man, takes! 
| his holy habitation in the ſoule of man, he throwes downe! 
the holds of finne, he drives out all corrupt and carnall luſts, 
he purgeth che heart of manand makes it a holy houſe : when! 
Naamas put himſclfe into Fordan, his Leprofic departed from 3 Kin.5.14. 
him. Man that is put into Chriſt by Faith, is cleanſed from 
[the Leproſic of hisfin ; Faith » parifieth bus heave, and every * 8.159. 
man that hath this hope * purifierb himſelfe even as Chriſt ©, 10G 
pare ; his thoughts of being in Chriſt ]cfus who remaines . 
under the power of prophaneneſſe are meere deluſions. 
Reigning ungodlineſſe difanuls all communion with Chrift 
Jeſus: Hethat walks not in Chriſt is a ſtranger to Chriſt. 
Where there is no expreſſion of true and faving grace, there is 
| noevidence of being in Chrift, 
| 2: By being in Swhjettion under any loſt ; one raigning ſin | y:Subjetion 
/ deſtroyes the life of the ſoule ; an evill Herbe made the Pro» | under luſts, 

; phets pot, 4 por of death, one ruling luſt makes the foule the | # Kia 4.40. 
 Subj:& of fpirituall death; the breach of one Covenant for- | 

fers the whole Leaſe, allowance of the foule in the breach of | 
one Commandement makes forfeture of whole Chriſt. Onc 
; Sheba blew the Trumpet and drew all acl into Rebe)lion a» $539-20.1,h. 
' gainſt David + Oneruling lin makes the whole man a Re- | #219» 
| bell againſt Chriſt : One raigning fin 6 b/inds the underſtan- | 

ding that it cannot ſavingly diſcerne Chriſt, as one moat fo 
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3. Ms conk. 
nmng bimſrlfc 
within 1 n(clt 


ferring all unto bimſelfe g 7 bar ( faith our. Saviour ) Bichs| 
Toh 3.6. 407 of the. fleſh #4 fleſh ; he that 1s altogether ficthly andhath, 


— 


ETS,)0 Come from all fin to (lift. 0 


O—— 


blinds the eye that it cannot comfortably behold the Sun : 
one allowed (in ſo difempers the {ule that it cannot reccive 
any. benefitby the ordinances of God ; as one (trong diſcaſe, 
ſodifatf:&eth the body, that ir fruſtrates the uſe of the food : 
One ſwaying corruption ſo alicnates the heart, that it can- 


_ | not luve Chriſt, as one ftranger- ia the boſom= of the wite. 


ſo takes up her aff:Rion, that ſhe cannot love the husband. 
One, perſon-inthe houle ſo kcepes the poſſziſion that another 
can take nopoſeſlion.. One dominceeriag fin ſo paſſeſerh the 
ſoule, that Chriſt hath no poſ{:Nlion there ; One chain dif- 
ables the priſoner to come forth..and returne to his owne 
houſe : One fettering and binding luſt ho/ds man faſt in Sa- 
tans priſon, and diſables him to come to Chriſt, though 4 


woman have but one husband, yet fhe cannot marry a ſecond | 
untill that busband is dead ; the foule married, though but | 


to one luſt, cannot marry it ſclfe to Chriſt, untill that luſt is 
mortified and dead. One covetous luſt in Judas ; one incelt- 
uous luſt in Hered; one ambitious luſt in many of the chicfe 


Rulers ; one worldly luſt in the young- man, was of ſtrength 


enough, to with-hold each of them from Chriſt, to continue 
them all without Chriſt ; mans thoughts of intereſt in Chriſt 
remaining-under the Howe of any one luſt are but vaine and 
idle dreames, He that comes not amiver/ally | from the 


' world, from hiaſclfe and every ſinfall luſt, nevcr.comes tru- 


youm_ Chriſt. 1/44/came not to Canaan untill they for- 
e 2/£gypt, renounced the ſervice of Pharaobfaw the of» 
£1ptiaw drowned inthe waters, and left oot.a hoofe in <Af- 
ru behind them, Man cometh not to. Chriſt untill he for+ 

es the world, renounccth the ſervice of Satan, drowns cye- 
ry lult in the tears of eruc Repentance, and leaves not a hoof, 
not oneaft;Fion of his ſoule behind him, an4er the jurifdi- 


\tion and command of the world ; the love of thr\World i ene 


wity With God, the ſervice of any fin is Rebellion agaia't God. 
3- By mans rerminating and confining bimſelfe Within hins- 


ſelfe, not going oat of tvin{:Ifs, nor looking beyoad him- 


{-lic to Chriſt, bat doing, all things for himſ:lt; and re- 


—_— 


no 


—— 


__—_ —— 


|. Self intendment eftrange from 4 rift,  Baſeneſe of fpirit/ 
nothing of Chriſt in him, he is fleſhly in his diſpoſition, 
in his :f:&ion, in his intention, in his undertaking hee. 
minds himſclfe and his owne flefhly ends and nothing cls, 


he. cannot looke 'beyond bimſclfe, his: owne ficth is the 
circumference within which he moyes, and the Center wher- 


thorne beares not grapes, a Sparrow begets not an Eagle; 
the corrupt. * Tree brings forth corrupt fruit ;\ the waters | 


tain : He that is not of Chriſt by a holy and gracious 0+ | 
riginal, cannot ſincerely intend Chriſt, but bimſelfe in his | 
RT ; and he that lookey-not beyond himſelf, hath 
nothing of- Chriſt within him, he hath no principle, root 
nor ſpring of grace in his heart. Were hea tree of Chriſts plan- | 
tingyc would bring forth his fruit to Chriſt, Were he a child 
of Chriſts begetting he would encline and maove towards 
Chriſt jn his afteQzon ; he would primarily.intend Chrifl 
in zl] his doing, as- the Rivers. comming from the Seca, re- 
turne and * empry themſclves into the Sea, thus they who 
are of Chriſt returne and empty themſelves into Chriſt, 
doe all for Chriſt, for the filling up and making of-Chriſt 

ious  ; he that confines himfelfe within himſelf, hath 
we love of Chriſt within him ; Jonathans 1 ve to David 
cauſed him to Alrip bimſelfe for David, love to Chriſt will 


make a man as occaſion requires ffrip himſclfe of all his 
honour, favour among men and carthly riches: for - Chriſt, 
according to the meaſure of mans love to Chriſt, are his 
' manifeſtations..vf himſclte f-r Chriſt ; For love ſecketh nor | 


' Þ ber owne : He that loves Chriſt will a4z/e himfcife for | 1 Cop 13.5. 


Chriſt, put himſ.1fe and 2ll that. is his under the feet of | 
; Clyift z be that ſeeks brmdelf, that terminates his thoughts | 
! within the circumference of his -owne Neth, hath a very: 


} * Ci Mar > 4 {Þ A biſc (phrir 
low and. baſe ſjirit, Chriſts Spirit which is a Spirt of © pow cx Tins 7, 
| d 1 Petqs 4. 


| er, a Spirit of magnaniwity and courage, a Spirit of © g/o- 
|'Ts 2\ molt glorious and excellent Spirit doth-not reſt up-/ 
on him... .He-that minds himſclfe. and his owneends hath: 


no cl:are apprehenſion. and cemfor table diſcerning of Chriſt * 
nd 


lm 
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| 


4 


in he terminates his motion. 3; Nothing in the courſe of | 1414 agit ul- 
Nature works beyond the Sphearc of its owne afivity, a | :r8 ſuum genus: 


' move no higher in the cilterne then they are in the foun+ | 3 Mar. 7.17. | 


, Eccl I: 4- 


Bvils of (elſe. 
intendment, 
I Ns lovc. 
1 Sam 18; 


2. No comfor: 
tible difcere 

| CE Sh, FT _ 
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— 


| 


; his foule in wedlocke ; he hath net this faith in Chriſt ; 


|| Phil.-24, | Sf to be honoured before the people. When man in his 


þ + SelE-fulnes, | -x, Self. fallueſſe, which is a high opinton of mans ſclfe, 


ml 
k ——_——C 


326 Self-intenament fill of blindneſſe and unbeliefe,  Self-fullnes, 
his beauties, he that minds ſtraw and ſtubble doth not 

| PRs the worth of gold, filver and precious ſtones: ſach | 
a man hath no fairs in Chriſt, he takes not Chriſt unto 

himſetfe to be the rock on which he buildeth, the Coun- | 
cellour by whom he will be guided, the King to whom 
he will be ſubjeR, and the husband to whom he joynes 


4-No faith, 


| for as man by faith receiveth Chrift to ſave him, ſo he 
gives hi ine to Chriſt to love and ſerve him, to 
intend and honorChriſt above himlelf and eyery creaturezand 
thus man minding and intending himſclfe, demonſtrates | 
o_ alienation from Chriſt. When man in the doing of 
| 


Mat 6.2, 


$. 
Mat 33.5, 


workes of mercy blows a Trumpet, ſcckes bimfclfe and | 
his owneapplauſe among men,and in the performance of the 
duties of piety, ſtands praying in the corners of the Street, 
bants after the praiſe of inen ; when a man with the Pha- 
1S1m.15 30. | riſtes doth what be doth to be ſeene of men ; or with | 
| 


ordinary and common imploy ments ſeeks his 6wn things and 

| Not the things whichare Chriſts, he declares himſclfe to be a | 

ranger unto Chriſt, | 

| 4 4. By mans fiulineſſe of himſeife. Self-fullnefſe ever in- 

'Foure told ful ferres an emptinefſ> of Chriſt ; he that is filled with him- 

nefle, ſelfe is empty of Chriſt ; There is a foure-fold fullneſſe 
whichargucs an utter emptinefle of Chriſt in man, 


aconceit of ſutticiency in himlclfe ; ambitions thoughts of | 

fullnefſle enough at home in the Houſe of mans own hearr, 

which our Saviour termes a *1ruſting in 4 man! ſelf, Mans ) 

eLu. 13.9. | leaning upon his owne artne to ſuſtain him, upon his own 

righteouſneſs to: juſtitie him, upon his owne ability to 

flk$.99, | gocall things for himſelfe;; this the Prophet cals a being f wi/ſe | 

in mans owne eyes , man taking upon him to be his own | 

j |gvide, _—_—_— —— and nos ; ay = an | 
14-17. | unba the Zaodicean Angell, 8 rich, full and 
o_ rams nothing, not knowing that be Was poore, blind, 

| | naked, miſerable 'and Werthed. Hee that hath high- 
has thoughts of his owne fullnefle is moſt —_ 


————_— —— — 
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of Chriſt ]c:ſus, the rick (daith Lakg) are ſent away; 
the rich, Los who in their owneeye are full of nflns 
to guide themſclves, full of power to corre themſelves, 


to obtaine every good thing at the hands of God for them- 
ſelves, theſe arc {ſent cmpty away, empty of Chriſt, emp- 
ty of all ſaving knowledge, lively faith, fervent love and 
of cycry good gitt and bleſhag which commeth by Chriſt ; 
Self-tullncfſe diſables man to diſcerne any beauty or worth 
in Chriſt : the P hws/ces were great ſoit admirers, very deep- 


(ly guilty of ſelf-tullneſſe, and they bad very low opini» 


full of rightcouſneſle to juſtitic themſclves, full ef worth 


| Evils of Self fulweſſe. Fulueſſe of Sin, emptineſſe of Chrif, | 327 


Fas 


ons of Chriſt : Sclt-fullacſſe di/ables the foule to. rafte any 
{weetneſſe in Chriſt, The i full lomacks loatherh the honey 


{ell is nncapable of other liquor x the man that is fall of 
timſcife cannot receive Chriſt, there is no roome in their 
hearts to entertaine Chriſt ; Chriſt came among bis owne : 
a generation of men full of the thoughts of (clf-ſufficien- | 
cy, dreaming of tullacfſe enough at home_in themſclves, 
ignorant and unſeofible of their necellity of Chrilt, and 
therfare they k received hins not, 

2. There is afulineſſe of fine, which argues an emptineſſc 
of Chriſt, ther is no competition. betweene the tullneſlc 
of finne and Chriſt in the foule of man : If fin have the * 
poſſeſſion, Chriſt hath no doxnios, David did not reigne | 
gatill Saw/ was depoſed, there muſt be a depoſition of (io, | 
bef.rc Chriſt can reigne. ip the of man ; there is 
PP ſucablencſe betweene Chriſt and a heart full of tin : Chriſt 
will not dwell in « faule fo fordid and defiled with finne, 
he abborres all fellowſhip and communion with uncleane 
and vicious pcople; he dehghts in none, but in them that 
excel in | wertwe ; the Sun ſhines not where the houſe is 
full of darkneſſe ; the phylick works not where the body 
remaines full of diſeaſes ; the Husbandman ſows not, where 
the field is tall of thornes and. bryars, Chrift faives not in- 
to that ſoule, Workes mar upon that heart which is full of 
ignorance, carthlinede, infidelity and fſpirituall maladies. 
Such as are full of ſin, as Naawan was ll of yoaſit, 0s) 

[4 


combe : This makes man «capable of Chriſt ; the full vel- | 


1 Pro.27 7. 


; 


kh Toh. TH, 
2, Fulnelle of | 


(i, 


[ pſal.u6, 3. 


ALE. _ 


— 


maTim,i1ig Lord Jeſus, unlefle there be a departure from ungodli- 


| 


| 


3 Fulacfie © 
man. 


» 1! Cor.9.,24- 
1 Sam, $44, 


6 Mat. 15-9, 


p Col.3.18, 


the Phariſees Sepulchers were full of dead mens bones, are 


farre from Chriſt ; it is a thing altegether vainc and 
fruitleſſe onee to mention or name, the © Name of the 


neſfl2, 
. There isa fullneſſe of wav, which argues an emptinefſe 
Chriſt eval na [af ror unto man, their hearts and 
are ſo taken up with man, that there is no entertain- | 
ment fur Chriſt in them ; their ſoules are ſo pofleſſed | 
man, that Chriſt hath no poſſeſſion in them : ſame are fo | 
evoted tothe ſervice of man, that they cannot ſerve Chriſt, 
contrary to the charge of the Apoſtle, They make themſelver 
the * ſervants of men ; not the civill, but the prophane and | 
ſinfull ſervants of men ; they exalt and ſet ap man above 
Chriſt ; as the Philiflines did fet -* ug above the Arke, they 
NITILESS they ſtudy Chrift, they doe more to in- 
gratiate themſelves into the favour of man, then into the fa- | 
your of Chrift, the precepts -of men are &f more authority | 
with them then the precepts of Chriſt : they accommodate. 
and apply themſclvey more to mens luſts then to Chriſts ſer- | 


| vice ; they adorc and magnitic man more then they adore and 


magnifie Chriſt ; thiy aboliſh the worſhip of Chriſt, by ma- | 

mens diates the rule of their ſervice, as our Saviour | 
himfclte faith, In * 'wwine doe you Worſhip we, teaching for | 
Dettrines the commundements of men ; the obſcrvation of 
mens inventions, {ut je&tion to mens diftates in the matter | 
| of divine worſhip, is notonly vaine and fruitlefſe, but alſo 
pernicious and dangerous, a very profanation ef Chriſts wore 
ſhip and ſervice,a ſhamefull abaſement ef Chriſt below man, 
and a ſuperſtitious and idolatrous cxaltation of man above | 
Chriſt ; a wretched ſeparationof the ſoule from Chriſt and ' 
inthralment of man to man; therefore the Apoſtle ſaith of 
ſach, That" they ? bold not the head Which i4 Chriſt ; they 
are not ſub j<& to Chriſt, as the members to the Head ; they | 
are not guided by Chriſt, as the members by rhe head ; they 
doe not exalt and lift ap Chriſt, as the members do the head; 
they are not enlivencd, ated and moved by Chriſt, as the 


members by an influence from the head, but they are fubiet? 
Pw 


—_— ——_— 


Applauſe-hunters ftrax gers to ( brift, 


to ordinances! aſter the commandements ani D oftrines of men: 
| mens inthralment of themſelves to mens lufts and inventi- 
ons, utterly excludes them from Chriſt Jeſus, 1f 7 yer plea- 
ſed men (Caith St, Paul) I ſhould not be the 4 ſervant of 
Chriſt. 1F1 ſtudicd and obſerved men, made my ſelfe ob- 
ſequious to the luſts of men, did haunt after the farour of 
men, or did make the wildome and invention of men my 
| guide in things ſpirituall, 1 ſhould not be the ſervant of 
Chriſt:Chriſt hath no gracious Lordihip and dominion in the 
ſouls of ſuch perſons, as are ſuperſtitiouſly devoted to mens 
inventions, 

Some againe are extraordinarily delighted in and raken 
wp With the applanſe of men : All their workes of charity 
and piety are levelled to this marke, they dve all to be ſeen 
£m to be praiſed of men, their © A/mes, Prayers, Fa- 

ing: are as loſt labours, if men doe not obſerve: them, if 
they gaine not the applauſe of men by them ; mens prai- 


| 


' praiſe of men more then the praiſe 4 God, and when man 
is thus full, thus ſwolne wp putt:d up with the applauſe 
| of man, thus ambitious of the praiſe of man; there is no- 

thing of Chriſt in man, How t can you belzeve, faith Chriſt, 
how can yee umbrace me, . partake of me, fabje&t' your 
ſelves to me and quiet and content your ſclves with me, 
fatiate and delight your ſelves in fhe, which receive honowr 
one of another and ſecke not the honour that cometh from Go1 | 
exely. Hee that is ambitious of the. applauſe of man is 
uncapable of Chriſt ; the man that is vain*-glorious 
| ome from all ſweet and comfortable communion with 
| Chriſt, 


/ 
| 
” SIN 
| 


ſes are the firſt mover in all their ſorvices, They love the | 


— 


329: 


| 


. 
: 


| Cl G:L.1.19, 


| 


: 


| 


r Mat 6.4, 


{ Joh 1 244% 


t loh,s 444 


Some likewiſe * /avorr only the things of men, and not 


' the things ef God, the Word and Ordinances of God, the | 


wayes and workey of; God, the gifts and communicati- | 
ons of God to the foules of mien, have no favour with them: | 
Theſe things are to them as the words of Eliphaz unto | 
job, w Unſ/avonry things, having no more taſte then the white | 
of an Eeg ; ſorrowfull meat which th:ir ſoule refuſeth to rouch, | 
they taſte no ſweetneſſs, they find no pleafare in theſe | 


things, | 


s Mat.n6.23. 


wlob 6,6,7, 


| 


—_”s 
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x 2 Cor.nn g. 


| Savowring the things of men a diſtaſting of (iſt. 
things, they loath and leave them,” as the /rarlites loath-» 
'ed their Alanna, and 25 the full Nomack doth loath the | 
| hoay-combe ; they favour and relith onely the thugs of , 
mo, that which is humane, corrupt and cariall, that vw hich 
hath it's. original! and fpring from the wiſ:dome of the | 
fleſh, this they favour, this ſatcs with then!, as meat with. 
| the palate, as water with the dry ground ; the carnal | 
counſcll and perſwaſicn, thecarrupt practiſe and exam lc 
| of men, 1s vcry pleaſing to. them, this is wholly of man! 
(and therefure fully agrees with man, is no off.nec. to man, | 
/but a pleaſing and deltyhttull thing t vaine man # They | 
\ſayvour nothing in the labour of Gods Ninif ors, but their | 
humane art and <loquence, or ſome ncedicfl: lpcovlations, .| 
which: are of man, thee they reliſh, but the * ſeroliciry | 
fot Chriſt, preached and publiſhed in the 'Goſp:ll, they fa- | 
vour not : What thc 0m of Chrift tending to the ho- 
nour and exaltation of man, that they lke according ro 
their apprehenſion, but what they heare of Chriſt, tcading | 
| to the mortification of their luſts and praſtration of them | 
\ ſelves under Chriſt, in this they take no|pleature, this is! 
;a bad fying, it fates not with them ;| what they dif+ | 
cerne inthe worſhip of Chriſt externally pompous and glu: i- | 
ous, carrying ſomething of man init, that thzy approve aud | 
like, but-the.trut\ and (iucerity, faith and love, humility and | 
{clif-deayall enzoyncd in the worſhip, an4 required 1a the | 
| worthippers of Chriſt, they reliſh not, they have no pleaſure | 
4n theſe; the charity, merey.and bounty which they diſcern in 
| the children of God, they can approve that which is humane | 
and morall in, them, and tending tothe outward and corn- | 
' mon preſervation of man, they favour, but the purity and | 
pron, power. of, gokpel holy walking and 2ea- | 
{ laus, obſervation of Gods precepry are things. which they | 
;rcliſh not, but diſtaſte in Gods ſervants ; So that as A- | 
| bimelech ſhewed kindneſſe to Abraham for Satabs ſake ; 4- 
brabirs was favoury to him by reaſon of Sarah : thus theſe | 
men ſhew r<{pett unto Chriſt, bis Ordinances, bis Mi- 
\niſters and ſcrvants, onely for. man, for ſomething which 
they diſcerne and find. of man there; they favoar nothing 
but 


— 
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Riloyeing in man danrero ne, | $31 
[ 


(but 1947 14 them 3 20d thus rhely faith flanderh in the wel. 
| ore of An, ana not inthe power of God and Chriſt ; and | 
this their Livoul tg of man, declares their not favoaring | 
of Chrilt, tizew totall alienation and cſtrangement from 
Chriſt, 

Some alſo are full” of re/oyrings in man, contrary to the 


dome of men, in the learning of men, as in the onely 
light which guides them ;in the authority of men, as m 
the obligation which binds them ; in the rradirions and 
| inventions of men, as in the rule of their relivious wor- 
ſhip and ſervice ; in the cloquence of men, as 1+ the load- 
ftone which drawes them, as in the mulicke which af- 
feas them ; in the enticing words of mans wildome, 2s in thc 
onely Rhetorick that d:lighrs them 3 in the countenance 
and favour of man, as in the onely Sun that warins their; | 
in the app/ayſe and approbation of man,1s in the on:ly Trum- | 
pet that makes a joyfull ſound in their cares ; in the A- 
bulities, gifts, induſtry and Jabowrs of man, as in the prime | 
and maine cauſes of their falvation, welfare and felicity: | 
And thus their whole acquiefcence is in man, their choyce | 
dependance is upen man, their glorying and rcjoycing is | 
purer in man, the glory of their whole welf:re is at- 


not in the Lord, and vaine men rejuyce in man, in the! 
preſence of man, in the ability, favour, power and hclpe 
of man, and not in Chriſt : Thus among the men of Ce» 
ranth, ® One ſaid } am of Paul, and anotber- / am of Anok 
lo, looking with a humane eye upor,-nd glorying after a car» 
nall manner in thoſe holy Mcfſengers of ©0d, even ido- 
lizing and abuſing the appointed mſtraments of their: (il- 


® $ Cor.g.4. 


vation, robbing Chriſt of his glory by. an inordinarte de- 
pendance upon, and glorying in the Mefſ:ngers of Chriſt, 
aſrribin? that to them which ws proper unto Chrilt, ex+ 
alting them into the very roome of Chriſt ; ſo glorying 
in them that Chriſt was not elerious in their apyrcben- 
fion ; the carnall overvaluing ot the inſtruments isa ſhom-- 
full undervyaluing of the Lord Jeſus. Hee that doth n t| 


acculſ- 
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charge of the Apolitle, T hey yeiojce in men ; in the wiſe Y1C&, 1.22, 


cribed utto man : the 7/-aclires rejoveed in the * Arke, TOS 45- 
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world, 


c Ifa,5 3-2. 


4 Mat. 13.32. 


{4 Mate.6,24+ 


ſx lob 2.15, 
£ lame4.4. 


d J{a 2-13, 


4. Fulncfle of 


— Falneſſe of worldexcludes Chriſt. 


tothem who 


minded men 


c 


4. There isa 


more then an 
and beauty of the Sunne, they ſee no © comelineſſe in Chriſt | 
for which they ſhould defire him ; this ſo fils their hearts, 
that they are uncapable of fpirituall inſtruQion, as 4 thorn, 
and bryars make the field uncapable of ſeed ; this beares 
ſuch authority and dominion within them, that they can- 
not 'vaile and bow to Chriſt, they cannot take Chriſts 
yoake upon them, they cannot ſet themſclves about Chriſts 
worke any more then a ſeryant can put himſclfe from his 
Maſters ſervice into another mans worke, Ns man ( faith | 
(friſt) can © ſerve two Maſters ; no man can be the ſer- | 
vant of God and Mammon : this ſo alicnates the heart of 
a man from Chriſt, drawesthe ſoule of man into ſuch (pi- 
rituall fornication, that man can no more love Chriſt then 
a harlot can love her husband, for, sf avy man (faith Saint 
John) * love the World the love of the Father u not in that. 
man, And the love of the World ( faith St, James) « & enmi-' 
ty With God : This doth {© take up the t | 
y, delight, ſtrength, labour, time and the very whole of 
man, and doth fo fettcr and bind him, faſten ard encline | 


-according to the expreſſion of the Prophet, ® ceaſe from 
-man ; from the wifdome and counſcll, deviſe and inven- 

tion, att and ability of man, ſces little or nothing of C hriſt, | 
| hath no comfort nor joy in Chriſt ; he that doth not ceaſe | 
from dependance upon man, from glurying and pleaſing! 
himſelfe in man, from reſting upon the authority of man #4 
in matter of ſpirituall inſtru&ion, is very ignorant of Chriſt, | 


a meere ns to Chriſt ; Chriſt ever proves uncomfortable 


rejoycings are in man, 


neſſe of the World, which argueth an emp- | 
tineſſe of Chriſt in the ſcule of man, | 
Chrift was borne was {© full of gueſts, that there was no. 
rooms for Chriſt, but in a manger, a diſhonourable lodge 
ing for ſuch a glorious gueſt, in the heart which is filled | 
with the world, there 1s no roome for Chriſt, Worldly 


The Inne where | 


give a very unworthy entertainment unto 


Chriſt ; the world fo blinds them, that th 
cerne the beauty, worth and excecllency 


cannot dil. 


Chriſt, any | 


e full of duſt can diſcerne the brightneſſ: 


ht, care, ſtu- | 


him 


I ee tw —_——_—_—_—_ 


——_ 


— D_—-— -- —— 


NI CO 


—— —=—— 


——e_—__ ——_—_@ 
— 


| | : Empty of life, bo 33 3 
kim to things here below, that with the invited gueſts 
in the Parable, he ® canner come to Chriſts he cannot im-) b Luat41k 


brace Chriſt, he cannot attend on Chriſt, he cannot mar-| 
ty his foule to Chriſt ; this doth fo aye = wokmag palates 
\t at they cannot reliſh Chriſt : The Reth-pots of /£-/ 
g1pt were fo ſavoury to the //reelires that they could not . 
[long relih their | Manna. Chriſt is a diſtaifull diſh where f Numb. is 5. 
[the world is a ſweet feaſt ; this filsthe heart of man with, 
diſhonoutable thoughts of Chriſt, The over-prizing of the 
world is the under-prizing of Chrilt, Hee can never ap«' 
prebend Chriſt as all in all, that doth not apprehend the 
world as votbing 3 the young mans over»prizing the werld 
ceuſed his departure from * (4rift : the lovers ofthe world 
are very inconſtant in their following of Chrift ; it Chriſt & Mat 1g. 21. 
and the world will not ſtand together , Chriſt is ſoone' 
forſaken, the world alone hath their attendance, ſervice. 
and af:@10n 2'So that Chriſt -hath no {ſpiritual anJ-'gra-| 
cious being ; Where the world hath fach full pofleſli- 
on. And theſe foure ſorts of fulneſſe in man arc fo ma+ 
\ny cleare demonſtrations of Chrifts cſtrangement from 
man, | 
5. By mans ſpiritual! emptineſſe.: He that is empty of! 5-Spirituall 
Chriſt 1s without Chriſt ; the Ciſterne which is empty I 
of water is without the fountaine ; hee that is empty of | © "7 ee 
race is without Chriſt the authour and fountain of grace; 
that is without the life of Chriſt, who hath not Chriſt | 
Irving in him, as the root in the branches, graciouſly cn- | 
livening him, as the foule doth naturally enliven' the bos- | 
dy, cndowing him with fpirituall principles of holy, and | | 
| gracious life, enabling him like a living. man to fecle his | 
fin, as a living man his diſeaſe ; to riſeup from the worl4,| 
*s 4 living man ariſeth from the Earth; to feed upon the | 
Ordinances of God, as a living man upon the food which 
| is fer tefore him; to walke in the wayes of Ged, as a 
living man doth move and walke m an carthly way ; :to 
follow Chriſt, in attending his Ordinances, in belzeviog | 


l Gal..26, 


OO — i 
— — ——  — 


5 


ed Chriſt when ad raiſed him from death to life ; he| 


his Tromiſcs, in ing his precepts, as Lazar follows» 
he bad raiſe] 
: Cc that 


ms 


A... 
_—_ 


mziTim.z.12. 


2.Of knovw- 
ledge. 


» Bp\.1. 15. 


0 Phil. 3.8, 
pColz s, 
| qifa, 11.6, 


| z3.Of pow:r. 


| 
Frm bath not Chriſt thus living in him; thus framing ang 


| 


— 


Empiineſſe of knowledge, power of Chrifh, 


cifpoling him to live to God, to conſecrate himſeite to 
Gods ſervice, to conforme himſelfe to (ods precepts, to 
intend God and his glory, To live ( xs che Apoltle faith ) 
= yodly in ( brift Feſms ; in Chrift' enliveniniag him and 
according to Chriſts preſcription. He that doch not thus 

live is without Chriſt, 
2; Ke that is empty of the: knowledre of Chriſt is with- 
ont Chriſt x the eye which is empty of the light of the 
Sun is without the Sun ; the foale which is empty of | 
fpirituall and heavenly light is without the Sun of Righ- | 
teoufneſſe ; he that doth not know Chriſt 'as a Prophet | 
in ing bim- and making hin wiſe unto ſalvation ; as 

'® Prieſt ſanRifying and purging him from his corruption; 


[as & King beariag fpirituall dominion within him; bring- | 


ing his whole man into a holy ani humble - fabjection , ' 
he that doth not know the dearh of Chriſt in the craci- | 
tying of his afftions ; the reſarreition of Chrift in the | 
rifing of his ſoule to ſceeke the things which zre above; the 
n power of Chriſt in working his heart from obſtinacy and 
hardneſle, from captivity and bondage, from pride and havgh» 
tineſle to {ft and tenderneffe, to liberty and freedoune, 
and to humility and meckneſ; : He that doth not know 
the beauties of Chriſt raviſhing his ſoule with joy and de- 
| light in him;the /ove of Chriſt in being eſpouſed to Chriſt; 
the worth and exccllency of Chriſt i» arcomnting all but 


® dang and vo [[+ in compariſon of ( brift, and the fiullneſſe of 
| (irittin Fcling add finding all contentation inChri't he that 
| doth not thus know Chriſt is withoin Chriſt, inChrift are bid. 
den all the trea/ures of | kyantedre and Wiſdom, and he that hath 
Chrilb isfall of f>iriruall kno wiedgeasthe $22 0f 4 Waers, 

' 3, He that is cmpty of the power of Chrift is without 
; Chriſt : When-the body 1s empty of the power of the | 
| fouls, the ſoul: is departed from it, become a (tranzer to 
it; thas when man is altogether empty of te fptriruall | 
a%d heavenly power of Chriſt, rhen is man wirhoat Chriſt, | 
+ mere ſtranger to. Chriſt, all-they that are partakers of | 
[rs experience of the power of: Chrilt, in caſting | 


downde | 


— S 


—_— 


CMiniſtr ations of Chriſt: power, { 335 
downe the ſtrong and mighty holds of fin in their ſoules,' 
in humbling their hearts, in bringing the thoughts ef their 
hearts into the obedience of Chriſt ; in overcomming and C2- 
ſting Satan ous of their hearts ; in /anfifing and clean» 
ſing their ſoules; in perſwading them to beleeve and lay 
hold upon the promiſe of life ; in pacifying and geting 
their perplexed conſciences ; in making them able to en-. 
dure affliQtions, and in cauſing them to grow and cnercalſe 
in all heavenly graces : He therefore that hath not cxpe-! 
rience of this power of Chriſt, in the * caſting down of rhe 


holds of ſinne, as 1/rael had experience of the power of the 7 3 Cor.10.4, , 


Lord, in caſting down the wals of Zericho at the blowing of | 
the trumpets;he that feeles not this pewer of Chriſt in motng 
' him 4iftorions ovet Satan, as the many in the Goltpell had | 


experience of Chriſts power in * cafling the uncleans (þi- 5 Mit-17 21, |} 


'rit out of hn # He that doth not diſcerne Chriſt pow! | 

ertull in /anfifying him ; as Naaman difſcrned the vertuo' 
|\of fordan 17 purging his Leprofie from him, and the lame! 

man diſcerned the power of the Angell in Betheſda hea-| 

ling him : He that knowes not the efficacy of Chriſt in! , ,c, 

[wading him to beleeve, in reconciling him to God ; a : 

Joſeph brethren diſcerned the etficacy of his Interceſlion | 
with the King of «#gypr for them : Hee that perceives 

not Chrift pacifying is troubled ſpirit, binding up his bro» 
| ken * heart, nd healing his wounded conſcience ; as the 
| Diſcip'es felt the power of Chriſt * calming the form 
| temipef# ; and the wounded man in the Parable felt the S4- 
| maritau w powring Wine and oyle into his wounds and bin» 
| ding up the ſame : He that diſcerns not Chriſt * frength« 
; ning and ſuſiAning him in temptations and tryals ; as the! 
; Arke bare up Noabin _ deluge ; he that tecles not Chriſt 
| Y comm wwe Ut is foule /ike rame wpon the mowen | , of. 
| graſſe, _ as Seawe-ohe Water the Eath. making his | _ 
/ trantfull in every good gift and grace : he that is empty | 
ofth:ſc powerfull and mighty miniſtrarions of Chriſt is with- | 

out Chriſt, under the power of his corruption in his naturall 

and carnall condition. 

4. He that is empty of the Zibewy which Chriſt mini« | 4 Of liberty, 

| . Cc 2 ttreth 


oh. 7-17, 


6x 4 


u Mar 8, 46, 
w Luk-10 
x hal 4+3 3» 


”  O_— — 


—_— 


x 2 Kia, +34, ſon 


*ANl.rt.7, 


. ]andthe world,is farre from Chriſt, an empty houſe in whoa, 


s.Nf love, 
b.Can.1,2, 


| crets to his underſtanding ; in his holy and /a»Zified wor- 


Empty of liberty and love ty empty of Chriſt, 

| ſtreth' is without Chriſt, hz that doth not f:ele Chriſt fcee- 

ing him from. ths death of fin, as the woman of Shunems: | 
felt the Prophet freeing him from bodily death, * by | 
| fleſh waxing Warme and hy eyes opening : freeing him from 
the thraldome and imbondagemzat of lin, as Peter * fp 
the Angell freeing him from his fetters and Herod: priſon; 
freeing him from the /erviewde of the world, as 1/r4-{di{- 
cerned <Aoſes, freeing th:m from the ſervitude of «#- | 
eypts freeing their underſtandings from ignorance, as the 

Sun treeth the ayre from darknefſ:; freeing their wils from. 
perverſeneſſe, thzir thoughts from vanity and their a weti- 
ons from coldnefſ: and deadnaſſe, as th: fire freeth the 
houſe from cold and filleth it with heat : making thz whole 
man free to know, belceve, love and rcjoyce in God, as. 
the cleare. eye is free to ſee, the Brides heart is free to, 
love the Brid 2, and the Sug free to run the race; 
which is ſet him : Hee that is a ſtranger to. this free-.) 
dome, remaining a captive under the power. of his uſts, 


: 


Chriſt hath no dwelling. | 
5- He that is empty of the /ove of Chrift is without 
Chriſt : He that doth not diſcerne the love of Chriſt, as, 
the Bride diſcernes the love of the Bridegroome : Hee | 
that perccives not Chriſt. * kiſſing him with the - kiſſes of hu 
month (it is the Charches — in- Salomons Song ) 
applying the doArincs of his Loye, Mercy. and Peace t9 
his conſcience, making him ſenſible of his love in the uſe 
of his Ordinances, as th: Bridegroom: makes the Bride 
ſenſible of his love ia his * banquerting houſe, making him 
joyfull in the Houſe of « Prayer, inabling him to pray 
with confidence, returning a gracious anſwer to his holy 
and humble petitions : He that pzrccives not the love of 
Chriſt in the cleare and+ comfortable revelation of his (:- 


king upon his ſoule, in ſealing wp the pardon and forgive- 
nefl: of his fin; in the free and plentiful communication of 
himſelte, his gifts, graces and benefits unto his heart; in 
| the /avitihing and ſwietnins of all his tryals, in making all 


ood 


—_—_— 


— — —— 


— 


" Deliverance ftom corruption perſwaded, 
to worke for the beſt unto him, in giving him water out 
of the rocke, meat out of the eater, and ſweet out of the 


lowre. He that is thus empty of the love of Chriſt is 
without Chriſt, Where Chriſt is, there his love 1s, and 


his love 1s not idle but operative, manifeſting it ſelfe in 
the divine and heavenly fruits and ef:&s thereof to the 
ſoulc, And thus by theſe marks and charaQers, mans 
ing without Chriſt, mans abiding in his corrupt cſtate aud 
carnall condition is plainly diſcernable. 


Cuar, VI. 


'E xhorting to come out of our naturall and corrupt &- 


ſlate, 


5, THe conſideration of mans miſery in being without 
| Chriſt, in continuing ſtill in his corrupt and wrech- 


gence, with all affiduity and caretullnefls to labour his 
deliverance and freedome out of that condition : the @&- 
ſtate of corruption is of all cſtates the moſt miſcrable, bet. 
ter live in any ſervitude, miſery, poverty, diſgrace or trou- 
ble, then under the power of fin without Chriſt ; better 
live in ignominy without honour, in priſon without free- 
dome, in hatred without the love of man, in poverty with- 
out riches, in exilement without humane fellowſhip, in 
famine without bread, in darkneſſe without light, in trou- 
ble without peace, in paine without caſe enjoying Chriſt, 
| then to live in all the fullneſle of the world under the do- 

minion of corruption without the Lord Jctus : Therefore 


out of this eſtate doth the Lord call us, *7arme you even 
pe poet fa- '/ eloel a.1h 
ſting and With Weeping, and With mourning, and: rent Fo 


wnto me (faith the Lord) With all your heart , 


hearts and not your garments, and twrne to the Lord your 
? Cex3 God 


—— 


ed eſtate, ſhould ſet every man on worke, with all dili-: 


5 Exhortation 
to come our of 
naturall and |. 


corrupt eſtate, 


—_—_— 
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338 | - Twwing fomſnthebeſtrraing, 


| Ged, Teorne from your 10, as 4 Traveller from his = 


| 


dring path, and walke in the wayes of God, turn: from the 
ſervice of (in, as Rebels from the fervice of a forrain Prince 
and ſerve the Lord 'your great. and highelt Sovcraigne ; 
| carne from the love of (in, as a Harlot from the. love of | 
ſtrangers, and love the Lord Jeſus your fpirituull Bride- 
groome with all your hearts, with all your foals and with 
all your might :- This'is the labour of all Gods Miniſters, 
the fruit and honour of all thar cadeavours, To open the, 
| ejes of men, and to © turne them from darkene(ſe to light, and 
FAR26.19. | from the power of Satan wnto God, that they may reccive 
forgiven:ſſe of fins and inheritance among them that arc 
ſanRitied by faith which 1s in Chriſt : The tranſition of 
the foules of men out- of theit naturall and corrupt eſtate 
into Chrifts Kingdome, is the mot {weet and blefied fruite 
of the Goſpell : To this alſo the Lord perſivadeth by. the | 
propoſal of many favours and_mercies 5; Tune you wnto 
me ſaith the Lord and 1 8 Will turn wnto you, ſaith the . Lord | 
of Hoeaſts : Turne you unto me as Schollars to your tca- | 
cher to learne my lawes, as c/i&iren. to your Fatherto rc» | 
verence my_name, as Subie#s to your Soveraigne to obcy | 
my Statutes, as Servants to yaur Lord and Malter, to do 
my will :. turne you unto .me. by repentance, forrownng tor | 
your ſins, by faih belceving my. Promiſes, by love imbra- | 
cing me and my teſtimonics, and by ebeavence keeping my | 
Commandements ;z and I will turne unto you as a X:ng 
of mercies pardoning you, as alovng Farber receiving you, 
2:4 kind and gracious Huzband imbracing you, as a glo- | 
rious and firing Sz, difpelling all the clouds of forrow | 
from you, as apowerfall and mighty Redeemer, delivering 
[you fron all then that do2 conlpire -agaiak you. God 
doth ever manifeſt ,himſclfe- very 1g004 and gracious J 
| 


£ Zch 1.3, 


| tliem that turne from their umpietics.: To move men tothis 

(the Lord lixewiſe aſeth very ſweet and powerfall ex20- 

| {talations, : > Repent and twrar your ſelves { ſait) the Lord 

b Ezgk.31.32 Gol ) from all your tranſare/ſtons, ſo iniquity hal not be your 
\rmins ; caſh away from you al your tran{greſſions whereby yee 

| oO tranſgreſſed, and muks you a new heart and a new ſpt- 
rit, | 


—_— 


— _ —_ —__ —— G———— — 
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| Evil! of mans corrupt eſtate. B arrenne (ſe, E xilement, f 339 
it for why will - die 6 houſe of Iracl, for 1 have no plea- 
fare in the death of him that dieth, ſaith the Lord God, wher- | 
fore twrne your ſelves and live : The forfaking of tin is the 
[obtaining of lite, Sin 1s the cauſe of mans ruine, repen- 
'tance- the way to peace and eternall happineſle ; though! 
{the ability to repent be Gods gift ; yet it is the duty of, 
'every man torepent ; and the —_—_— of the heart from, 
{in to holineſſe 1s ever attended with ſweet and fure mer-/ 
tcies. | All bleſſings attend them that come from their na- 
\turall and” corrupt eftate, to walke with God in newnefſ: 
{of life, and for this, faith St. Perer, God having raiſed up i A.z,26; * 
| bis i Son (ent him to bleſſe ns in turning away every one of us. 
from our imiquiries -: the tranſlation of man from the ttate 
of fininto theſtate of grace is one of the choyſeſt benefits that 
' cometh by Chriſt, and they are the moſt bleſſed and happy as | 
\mong all people, whom Chriſt delivers and turnes from the | 
| power and ſervice of their corruption ; therefore as Samp- 
|fen bur(t” his withs and cameraway from Dalila, fo let us 
burſt aſunder the withsand fetrers of our fin, and come forth 
of our naturall and corrupt eſtate, Of all cltates to live un-| 11s of cor- 
der the power of fin and to continue a ſtranger to Chriſt is the | rup: citare. 
moſt miſcrable and unhappy eſtate. | 
1. An cſtatecf Barrenzeſſe, the carnall man is a bad 1vee,| 1 Brirenneſe, 
and can beareno good fruit, a loathſome fountaine and can} & Mat 7 
ſend forthnocleane water ; Michaels wombe was (hut up | * 239-033, 
and4he hz4no child, till the day of her death ; the heart of 
a carnal man is ſhut up, and continuing in that eſtate; hee 
| bringsforth no good fruit all the dayes of his life ; he is, faith] _ 
7wde, al tree twice dead and plucked np by the roots, voyd of {Luce ver, 12, 
{ all the fruits of grace, | 
| 2, Hiseſtate is an cſtate of exilement from God, Adam, | »Enilement, 
| was exiled Paradiſe for eating the forbidden troit ; the car- | 23+ 
{-nall man is exiled Gods preſence, ſhut out from 411 commu | 
-nion with God for tceding and feafting his fotile upon fn, 
-becauſe ſtolne waters are ſweet, and bread caten in ſecret is 
"pleaſant unto-him; ſuch men havenogracions relation unto | ,, pr.1 _— 


| 


| &0d, no claime nor ® zirle to the covennt of God, no unfai- | i Itoh, 1,6. 
'ned lovetoGod, no /ikenefſe with God, and therefore God| Mat,7,23, | 
Cc4 dif- | 


— 
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3-fnmiry, 
» Rom 8,7, 
0 Rom, 29» 


HT —_ " 


| 


| diſclaimes all communion with them, he will not acknow- 


— 


F * Emmy, Shavery, Curſes, \v 


— 9 — 


| 


ledge them, 

, It is an eſtate of enmity the carnal mind it ®*enmity ag aint 
God ; man oppofeth God and God oppoſeth man, cor- 
rupt men are ® haters of God, they hate the very bring of 
God, and wiſh there were no God; they hate him in his 
attributes; becauſe he is a wiſe God, and bzholds all their 
impicties; becauſe he is a /holy God and abhorres their un» 
godlincfſz; becauſe he is a juſt God, threatning: deſtruRti + 
on to their waycs; becauſe he-is a powerfull God, able to 
daſh them in peececs as a Potters veſſell with a rod of y- 
ron : they hate him in his Ordiaaxces, in his AMinifters, 
in his Servants, in all that beare his -Image of holineſfe 
and true rightcoufnefſe, and God- hates then in their qwa- 
lities, in their ſervices, in their prayers, their beſt Sacrifice 
is a loathſome carkafſc in Gods noſtrils, a very ? abomination 
before the Lord. : 

4 It is an eſtate of flavery:to Satan, to the world, to- 


corruption, he that 1s moſt tinfull is the veryeſt flave in the 
world, as many luſts fo many Lords and Maſters, yea cru- 
ell tyrants over him, leading him captive at the will of | 
Satan. Peters being fettered/ in Herods priſon ; Jeremies | 
lying in the Dungeon ; //racis ſervitude under Phararh . 
and the ef gyptians being led captive by the Aſſyrian, na- | 
ked and barc-toot to the reproach of «/£gypr, is but a 
vwmng ſhadow and weake repreſentation of this thral- 
ONE. 

5, It is an eſtate of curſes; the whole pot was a pot of | 
death, where the evill herbe was, all is a pot of dcath, 
pot of curſes, where fin rules, very bleſſings are turned 
wto' curſes, to them that turne not from their smpeeries, 
the q table 14 4 ſnare, and what ſhould have bin mans wel- 
fare becomes his ruine, all the mcancs of gracc arc per. 


yerted, all the labours of Gods Miniſters fruſtrated; Fo- | - 
pol being in the ſhip diſabled the * Jſarriners to: bring 
the Ship unto- the fhore ; the deniiniern of fin in the ſonle 
diſables the Miniſter to bring it to the haven of peace, 
we row 1n vaine, all our labour is loſt, if you forſake 

| not 


C—_ —  — 


| 


| your impierier turnes the miniſtry of falvation into an in» 


| 


ground at the ſounding of the Trumpets ; this is = 


[ "NS 
———_— 


| Freedame fow fone to be ſought, 347 
not your fin, we cannot profit you; the holding faſt of 


creaſe of condemnation, working death inſtead of life, 
the very beſt things, proving evill to them thiit continue 
without change in their corrupt cſtate ; therfore as" Have » 1 Sam. r, 
nah prayed to bee delivered trom her barrennefſe, as Ab-| 3 Sam 14, 


ſolom longed to fee an end of his exilement, and to bee B**4 3 


| Act,13.10 


hold the Kings face againe ; as //rael (ighed and gron-, 12 


ned to bee caſed of thei bondage; as the men of 7 yre 
and Sido» made Blaſtus the Kinzs Chamberlaine their 
friend, and deſired peace with Herod ; and as the Pro- 
phet pewred meale into the pot, and there was no harme 
in the pot ; bur the pat of death was made a pot of 
wholeſome food, a meanes to preſerve life, So let us 
bee earneſt with the Lord to deliver us from this eſtate 
of barrenneſſe , and make us fruittull, from this eſtate 
of exilement, and bring us to the enjoyment of the hea- 
venly Kings face and countenance ; Let us make Chriſt 
our Friend, that there may be an end put to the enmity 
betweene God and us, and that we may be fet at pe-ce a- | 
gaine with God ; let us figh and groane under our finfull | 
bondage, and labour for ſpirituall freedome ; Let us la- 
bour to haye true and ſaving grace powred into the pot 
of our ſoules, that* all our poſſeſſions and undertakings 
may be fan&ified unto us, and that the Word which our 
finne hath made the favour of death unto death, may tho- 
row grace become the ſavour of life to life to evcry one 


us, 
And to the end wo may be tranſlated out of the ſtate! gome. 


of corruption into the ſtate of grace, let us, Tt, Attend| r.Artend the 


wpon and bide the Word of God in our hearts > This is, Word. 

the * Word of life, by which our ſoules are quickned, this | | +p3A4g 
is the Seed of tRegeneration by which wee are new born, _— 
this is the voyce by which wee are called out of the 
Kingdome of darkenefſe into marvellous light ; this 1s 
the * warbke weapom by which the holds of finne are caſt | s » Cor.to.4, 
downe, 2s the walls of Jericho were caſt flit to the 


fire 


Mezas of a 


| 
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343 |  FViewaf corrups eſtate. | 
= Ifire, by which the drofſe of fin is purged out of our fouls; 
— ” 44 jets 5s ha word of *! Reconciliation by which wee are 
{et at peace with God, On this therfore let us wait, this | 
let us treaſure up in our ſouls, that therby a gracious Change | 
may be wrought 1 us, ys | 
» Sefice of Ga, | 2+ Let us labour for the /ence and feeling of owr ſinne, as 
of a loathſome diſcaſe,, as of a heavy burtlien. Complaine | 
of ſinne, as Sarah did of the daughters of Heth, be wea» | 
\ry. of finne as a lick man of his diſeaſe ; Cry tothe Lord 
|25 Panldid, © miſerable man that { am who ſpall deliver me | 
om thu of death, the more ſence and feeling wee | 
| have of ſinne, the more aſſurance of a diſcharge from ſin, 
| When Iſrael ſighed and groaned, then their deliverance | 
fro Pharachs bondage drew nigh; when (11 is @ trouble | 
and wan growes weary of it, as of a hard fe: vitude, then 
the houre of the ſoules ſpirituall deliverance approacheth; 
therefore to ſuch our Saviour ſpeaketh, Come wwe me ll 
yee rhat travel and are beavy laden ard oe Shall finae ea/c 
, wnto your ſortes, 


led With godly ſorrow for ſis; 


z Godly ſer- 3+ Let us get our hearts 
row tor fin, | turne all your forrow into forrow for finne : Mourne for | 


| this as for the death of your firſt-borne ; Mourne /ecrerly | 
| without oſtentation, mourne- «»fainedly without dilimula» | 
' tion, mourne wniverſally without thereſcrvation of any (in; 
as the deluge overflowed and drowned all the Earth, hill 
and valley, ſo let your forrow drowne all ſfinne; hey chat 
ſew in teares ſhall reape in #0y, Godly lorrow is _cver at- 
.. | tended with the joy of converſion, remiſſion and ſpirituall | 
( conſolation, They that monrne ſhall be comſoried, 
4-Setiaus view! 4, Be yery frequent and ſerious in the view ani examina- | 


of currupt & | 170 of your naturall and corrupt 'eftate ; conſider the baſe- 


ſtare, | 


neſſe, the loathſomnefle, the unprofitableneſ]e, the cuſed- | 
nefſe and the perilouſnc[: thereof, men could never quict | 
themſclves in this cftate, were they -not inconfiderate of | 
the evill thereof : A Travellor that is .out of his way 
.| would never goe on thercin did hee conlider that - e- 
very ſtep he treades js enc ſtep further from his home ; 


| | did carnall man conſider that every ation of his removes 


him 


_— — — — 
hd... dd 


| 
| 


| 


mug to the hfe of grace. 


him one ſtep nearer to Satan and damnation, hee would 
never plcaſc himſelfe in this eſtate ; inconfideration makes 
way to .all evill ; the Lord having mentioned the great 
impictics of 7/-ach, layeth downe this as the ground ther-/ 


of, They are * a Nation ( faith the Lord ) void of conn-' x Deut, 32,29 


[ell, neither ts there any wnder ſtanding in them, O that they 
were wiſe, that they wnder ſtood this, that they wonll conſider 
their latter end 5 they doe not conſider how they ate in! 
the gall of bittetneſle and in the bond of iniquity, in| 
the thraldome of Satan under the wrath of God, in the 
ſtate of damnation, f1-j:&t to a thouſand eaſclefſe and! 
endleſſe- woes and wilcries, did 'men conſider this, they 
would awake out of their (leepe and ſtand up from the 
dead, that Chriſt might give them light : They would | 


with David, conſider their waits, ) and twrns wie the teſti. y" 


monies of the” Lord, | 


Adareſſement to (brit. | 
him one ſtep farther from God and Heaven, and brings | 


(:1,t 19.60, 


5, Addreſſe your ſelves to Chriſt by fairbfill and fare f: Adrelero 
vert Prayer ; the Gibeonires (ont to Foſbna and he rele» 4 _ by prope 


ed them from the eAmririh Princes, We mult fend by 
prayer to Chrilt, to reſcue us from the Prince of darke- 
nefle ; the woman of Shunem came to the Prophet, caſt 
her clfe downe, tooke hold of bis feet, would not let 
him goe, and hee went with her and raiſed her dead 
child : thas muſt we come to Chriſt, caſt our ſelves downe, | 
humble our ſelves under the hand of Chriſt, lay hold on Chriſt, 
and never let him goe, that he may raiſe us fromthe death | 


CHAD. 
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Sin-deliverance the greateft | 
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| Cuare, VIT. 

| | 

Per {wading to thanksgiving for deliverance out of our na- | 
turall and corrupt eſtate. | 


Thanksg iving | Aſtly, this miniſters matter and occaſion of great praiſc 

for deliverance | 
out of our cor- red out of their corrapt and carnall cſ{tate,and tranſlated into | 
cupteſtare, | che(tate of grace and holineſſc. Of all deliverance: deliver ance 
ena coft.. from ſinne u the greateſt, the ſWeeteft, the choiſet; A dclive- 
| , rance of the greateſt coft, other deliverances are wrought by 


thanksgiving to all them whom Chriſt hath delive- 


wer of God, but alſoby the 6/oud of God, by the 

Chriſt, who is God and Man in one perſon. Feed 

(4daith Saint Paw to the Bilhops, the Miniſters of Epheſus ) 

t Att 20:18, rhe Church of God which be hath purchaſed With his oWne * bloud, 
SEL TY 6 cpesr we (faith the Apoſtle) unto the Father which hath | 
made us tacet to be partakers of the inheritance of the Saints 
in light, who hath de/ivered us from the power of darknes,and 
tranjiated us imo the Kingdom of his deare Son, in whom we 
| have {1-0 wy through his blond ; the deliverance of 1/rae/ 
out of the tage ot Egypt, and the captivity of Baby/on, 
; the dehverance of /eremy out of the dungeon, of Peter out | 
of Hereds pn of [onah out of the belly of the Whale, or 
the three children out of the fiery furnace, or whatſoever de- 
liverance elſe _u can mention, coſt not God ſo much as the 
b Rom # 444 | deliverance of man from ſinne; for this God gave his owne, 
» Of choiſeſt | his onelySonne, This is a deliverance which argues wore of | 

Love. Gods love to man then all the deliverances which God hat 
6 tohn 7,16, | wrought beſides for man ; Therefore of this the Evangelift 


the you God, this 1s a deliverance wrought not onely 
b 

y the 
bloud 


| 


faith, t,0d /s © loved the world that he gave his ovly begotten 
Sonne ; And Chriſt _ Saint Paw!) loved the Church, 
From greatcſt| and gave himſelfe tor it. This is a deliverance from: greater 
evils, evils then all other deliverances ; a deliverance from Satan, 


the worlt of all Tyrants ; a deliverance from Hel, of all pri- 


| b {ons 


— 
_—þ 


— <—_—— 
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Prrgation of Sin canſe of great Thanks giving. | 


me ————————_— — EC EE 
ſons the moſt loathſome, of all places of torment the | 
| moſt painefull ;. a deliverance from /inne , of all fetters 
the ſtrongeſt, of all- burthens the heavieſt, of all ſpots 
the fowlett, and of all diſeaſes the moſt- mortall and dange- 
rous ;. a deliverance from the caſe of the LaW, of all con- 
demning ſentences the moſt terrible,and full of ſoul-anguilh ; 
a deliverance trom 4each, of all the Kings of terrour the moit: 
dreadfull, all other dcliverances are but (!cnder ſhadowes and 
| repreſentations of this deliverance :- This is a deliverance re- 
| ſtoring man to greater felicity then all the deliverances beſide 
which God ever wrought for man ; a deliverance by which | 
man is made a /iving member in Chriſts body, a /»ya# Swbielt 
in Chrilts Kingdome, a fpirituall Free-mar of the new /erw- 
[alem, a clad? of God by Adoption, the Spowſe of Chriſt by 
x4 wedlocke, a glorious Conguerowy over allthe enemies 
of his ſalvation, and an heire toa heavenly and incorruptible 
Kingdome. Mans deliverance out of the cſtate of corruption 
comprehends- matter and cauſe of all joy and thanksgiving, 
Looke therefore every graciuus and ſantified ſonle upon this 
blefled worke of Gods power, love and mercy, and ſay with 


forget not all hu benefits, who forgiveth all thine iniquitiesr, Who 
healeth all thy diſeaſes, who redeemeth thy life from deſtruftion, 
| who crowneth thee with loving kindueſſe and tender mercies, The | 
| woman of Shwnem receiving her dead ſonne reſtored unto 


the ground, T- us ge pine + {oule that was dead in finne 
reſtored to the life of grace, fall thou downe at the feet © 
| Chriſt, adore and worſhip him , taude and magnifie him, 
| proſtitute thy ſelfe and all that is tHine by way of gratitdde 
| under him. The blinde man whole eyes Chriſt opened, br/ee- 


i/t1 inheritance, and the exceeding greatneſſe of his powey 10- 
ward: thy ſoxle ; belecve thou in Chriſt, embrace - calt 
thy ſelfe on him, have thy whole depeadance upen him, and 
wok bin), by an honourable apprehenſion of his perfeRi- 


ons, 


y _ 


ved and i Wor ſhipped bim 1 Chriſt having opened the eyes of / '*b" 9:35 
[th av >> ay whe the hope of thy : calling, the riehes of (6 SPM 4+19% 


—_— —— 


To greateſt 
h ippucfie, 


TT.» 


life, fell downe * at the Prophets feet, and bowed ber [elfe unto| © 1128 437 


the Plalmiſt, Bleſſe the Lord, O my © ſoule, and all that 11 with- | dPlal $0z.1,x 
iu me bleſſe his. holy Name : Bleſſethe Lord, O my ſoule, and | 


| 


—— 


—— 


| 
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| h Ads 3.8, 


taKing.g.is 


& Luk 13.13, 


| Exod.15.1. 


m1 Same 2,1, 


| and glorious Name for all his mercies : The /awe * mar; feet 


8 anflification cauſe of greateſt Thanksgivins. | 
ons, a fincere and fervent leve unto his perſon, a humble ſb. 
million to his precepts, and thankfull ceJebration of his great 
and ankle bones receiving ftrength, be leaped up, flood and wal. 
hed, and entred imo the Temple, walking, taping, and prat Fg 
God, Chriſt having healed thy :#:Fions, having ſtrengrhe- 
ned thee with all ſpirituall might, riſe up from the carth, 
walke in the waycs of holineſſe, enter into the Temple, at-| 


tend Chriſt in his Ordinances, let thy ſoule rejoyce in Chriſt, | 
and praiſe him for thy ſpiritual abilities. Naamer being | 


| cleanſed from his leprohie, returned unto the Prophet, and 


intreated him to take a b/rſing from ' him, Chriſt baving| 
cleanſed thee from the leproſie of thy (inne, returne to Chriſt, | 
and render to him the ble(fing of ſpiritual ar'd hearty thanks. 
giving. The woman in the Gofpell who had a fpirit of in-! 
firmity bowing her downe, being made ſtraight, * g/9rified! 
God Chriſt having raiſed and reQified thy hearr, which was 
altogether bowed downe to theworld, and the things here 
below ; Chriſt having inabled thee to looke up, to ſeeke 


| the things whichare above, to mind God, to leve his truth, 


to hunger and thirſt after the gifts and graces of his Spirit, | 
glorifie Chriſt tor this his gracious worke : The Ifractires ſze- 
inz the Egyptians drowned, and themf.lves delivered from | 
their Cryitude, /ang and trimmphed ; Man fecing his fines! 
drow n:d in the tearcs of godly forrow, and buricd in the | 
grave of Chriſt, his ſoule ſet free by Chriſt trom the ſervitude | 
of Sztan, the world,and his owne corruption, ſhauld firg 


and triumph in Chrift, and ys the Lord hath triumphed glo-! 
rioufly, the horſe and the rider, Satan and my corruption hath | 
he throwne downe together : The Lord having of barren | 
made Hana feuirfull the faid, my heart reiogeerh in the ® Lord, 

my horme « exalted in the Lord, wy mouth t exlaroed over mine 
enemies, becauſe | reiozce in thy ldoarion ; Chrith having ope- 
ned our hearts, and of barren made our ſoulcs fruitfull in all 
heavenly graces, our bearts ſhould rejoyce in Chriſt , our 
mouthes ſhould be wy with his praiſes, and oor foulcs | 
(hould rejoyee in that ſalvation which Chriſt hath brought 


unto us, Man hath not greater cauſe of thanksgiving pn, 


—— 
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Santlificarion canſe of greatefs Thanksgiviny, 
thing, then for his San&fication, this worke of Chriſt makes 
him a living man, puts fuch a life into him, that the ſ-cond 
death (hall never have power aver him : This makes him an 
honowrable man, one of the royall ſeed, a King and Pricft to 
God : This makes him a beawtifat and ecomely man, os the 
Lilly among the thornes, as the Sunne, Moone, and Morning | 
among the clouds : This makes him a vidtorioxs man, a ſu- | 


This makes him a rich4 man, the leaſt mite of this 

grace is better then all the abundance of the earth, as the | 

| ® olcanings of Epiyaim were better then the vintage of Abi- » ludg 8.2, 
ext This makes him a 5oyfw# man , regeneration is the | 

matter and ground of the ſoules fulleſt, ſureſt, and ſweeteſt 

rejoycing, The Kingdome of God, the worke of grace, the |s Rom 14, 17, 


1 pirituall reigac of Chriſt inthe heart, is righteonſneſſe, peace, 


and toy in th: Holy«Ghoſt ; Therfore praiſe Chriſt for this | 
above all his favours, as 7 heodoſire gave God greater thanks. | 
thathe had made him a member of the Church, then head of the 
Empire ; warme thy hcart therefore with the frequent and | 
ferious thoughts of this worke of Chrift, and praiſc bim for | 
| this, as for the brighteſt Starre ſhining in the Firmament of 
thy ſoule, as for the moſt rich and oricnt pearl2 in the ſtore- 
houſe of thy heart, as for the moſt beautifull and comely fow- 
er adorning the garden of thy inner-man, O praiſe him for 
this, as for the {weeteſt freedome, the nobleſt crowne, the 
choiſ:it workmanfhip, and livclieſt evidence of his love | 
communicable to the ſoule of man, As this is the beſt, and 
moſt ſoule-reviving influence of Chriſt into the heart of man : | 
fo for this purſue, and follow Chriſt ]cſus with free and ice- | 
ucnt, cordiall and joyous, gracious and everlaſting praiſes ? | 
| f r without this we are ſtrangers to Chriſt,tothe number of 
ys faithfull ſervants, to all the Prerogatives and priviledges 
which God piniſters to his children, even alicns to the com- 
mon» wealth of 1/rach, | 


—— VR O —— —————— 
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| perabundant conquerour over all temptations and afl1:Rions : 
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C HAP, V I [ Li, 
Shewi ng how all Gods people are but one. 
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e ſecond Alienation, expreſſing the miſery of men in 

their corrupt and carnall eſtate, an Alienation from the 
({ ommon- Wealth of 1ſr acl. Ifracl were once the pecultar peos | 
pleof God, ſet apart by a holy Covenant unto Cod to be his | 
people above all the people of the earth, from the common- | 
wealth of theſe 7/-aelites, the Gentiles before the comming | 
of Chrift were ſtrangers, and before their calling and convers | 
fiof by the miniſtery ef the Goſpell, they were wholly cx- | 
cluded from the Priviledges and Prerogatives belonging to | 

the Iſraclitiſh people, as being ſtrangers unto their common- 
wealth, And the Apoſt: expreſſ:th their miſery and'di;ho. | 
nourable eſtate, by a Metaphor taken, 4 ime Croitatis, trom | 
the Rights and Priviledges belonging to a City,being no Ci- | 
tizens, no members of this ſpirituall common-wealch, they | 


; were excluded from the Lawes, Immunities, Freedomes, 


and Priviledges belonging to the ſame, 
In the words we may obſerve, 
I. The Titlegiven tothe Church and prople of God, a | 
Commory wealth. X 
2, The Exemption of all prophane men from this Commons | 
wealth,called Aliens to the Common- wealth of 1/-ael. | 
1. Of the Title, which is not proper but metaphoricall,and | 
it may teach us, | 
That Gods faithful people are a Ffiritnall and myſtical Com- | 
mon- Weal bh, As they arc termed a body conſiſting of many | 
members of which Chriſt is the head ; a houſe conliſting of | 
many lively ſtones, whereof Chriſt is the head corner ſtone; 
an Orchard compoſed: of many Trees, of which Chriſt is | 
the planter : ſo they arc alſo a ſpirituall, a myſtical! {ommon- | 
Wealih,wherof Chriſt is the ſupreame Governour:And Chriſts 
Charch and faithfull people are a ſpicituall Common- wealth. 
1, In] 
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1, InreſpeRt of multitude. A Common» wealth confilterh | 
of tnany perſons, the Church of Chriſt of many beleevers, as | 
a body of many members, a houſe of many ſtones, an orchard| 
| of many trees, aflocke of many ſheep, and an army of many 
| \ſovldiers; though they be but few, a ſmall number, compa-| 
ratively in reſpe& of the prophane multitude, like Gacons! 


| ———— 


T three hundred men to the Midianitiſh Hoalt, A /irete flecke,! 
I 'a few, a remnant, one of 4 City, and two of a Tribe, as the 
| | Scripture ſpeaketh; yet conlidered (imply, and in theniſclves 
pf they are many. One hundred forty and foure thouſand were 
| ſcaled, Rev.7.4, And the Provhet foretold of the converſion p Rev.944. 


| of the 4 abmndance of the Sta, and of the comming of the forces q lia. 60, 
| of the Gentiles to the Church of Chriſt. | 
| | 2. In reſpe@tof Suhmiſſion and Obligation to one Law. The 
| | people of a Common- wealth , rhough they be many, yet! 
| | they are all guided by one Law, Thus the Church of Chriſt, } 
though they be many, and diſperſed farre abroad upon the| 
| | face of the earth, yet they are all ſubj<& to, and guided by 
| one divine and facred Law ; They walks all (as the Apotte| 
| faich) by rone Rule : All 1/rarl were guided by one fiery pil- | r Phil. 3. 
| lar in their journeyes ; All the nations of the carth have one | 
and the fa:ne Sun, miniftring light unto them, to guide them | 
in their ſererall goings : The beleevers of all Nations have | 
; one and the fame word of God, to be the /ighr of their feet, | 
| and the [anterne of their paths, Chrift preſcribes ene Law to 
- his Subje&s, one rule of beleeving, obeying and adoring | 
im. *; | 
3. Inreſpet of Swbiefion under one Governour, In a Com- 
| mon- wealth there is one chiefe Ruler ; in the Church, 
Chriſt is the ſupreame Governour : He is the Head of this 
body,the King of this Common-wealth, As the body hath 
but one Head, and the coramon- wealth but one King : fo the : 
| Church but one ſpirttuall Head, but one divine and heavenly | +» 
| King, which is Chriſt ; therefore Riled thef head over aff /Fphel.r.ur, 
| | things unto the Church, and a King ſet upon the boly hill of  *'*%» % 
| 


$Syox ; The Church is the Spouſc, and Chriſt the Bride- / 
oome ; the Church the flocke, and Chriſt the cbicfe ſhep- | 
d; the Church the ſhip,and Chrilt the Pilate;the Church | 
SANG the 


| 


ti. 
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350 OO One Imereſh, 


— James , one LaW- giver,and we by voice from Heaven arc come 
manded to ws, Fn 
4. Inreſpet of mutual and common intereſt in all (pirituill 
good things. All the members ina common» wealth have inte- 
[relt in the common privikdge and libertics b:longing to that 
[common-wealth. All the living members of the Church of 
; Chriſt, haveclaim? and title ro all the good things of Chrilt; 
they are all /onres of God, they are all the Lords free men, 
they are all Citizens of the new Fernſalem,they arc all members 
| of the ſame myſticall body, they are all hcires to the ſame in» 
| heritance, and partakers of the ſame promiſ:s and benefits by 
Chriſt ; Ai « theirs, whether Pax, or Apollos, or Cephas, or 
the world,or lifc,or death, all is theirs, and they are Chrilts, 
| T her San is alike opznand obvious to the cyc of the poore, 
and of the rich.Chriſt the Sun of Rightcouſacſle is alike open 
'and free in the communication of himſclfe to the foule of the 
' poore, and rich bcleeving Chriſtian ; yet this parity of be- 
| Icevers pwrticipation of Chriſt, takes not away the imparity of 
dominion an1 [ubicttion between themiclves, He that is infe- 


the family, and Chriſt the Maſter of the honſs, ſtiled by Saint | 


CCS AY 


| riour in ſa»/tification, may be ſuperiour in exterrall cſtate and 
duradiftion ; For as there are various degrees of ſtate in a 
' common- wealth, ſo there are in the Church of Chriſt on 
earth, 
Ex melico & 5, Inreſpe& of Conſtitution and compoſition. A commons 
| med co, ex 11- wealth, as eAriſtotle obſerves, conſiſteth not of a Phylitian 
fiicogprallice, 1nd a Phytttian, nor of a countrey man, and a countrey man z 
ſercx relice but of a Phyſitian and a co : ſo the Church of 
& raft ico ut of a Phyitian anda a coauntrey man z fo the Church © 
_ | Chriſt conſilts not of a Paſtor, and a Paſtor, nor of a hearer, 
arda hearer ; but of a teacher and a hearer, they are ncither 
all teachers, nor all hzarcrs, but ſome Palors, and ſame Dil- 
 ciples, ſome teachers and ſome learners; as inan army ſome 
are ſouldiers, and ſoin2 are Captaines ; ina family, ſome are 
'nurſes, and ſome are ſacking babes; ſome therefore in the 
| Church are commanded to teach, and fone arc enjyyned to 


learne, | 
' 6, In reſpeft of ſeparation and aiſtinition, A common- 


| wealth is ſeparated and diltinguiſhed from 0:her Lands, by | 


La VES, 
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[ hrs Gods People viſtinguiſted | frem others, 
Lawes, hnguage, habit, priviledges, &c, The Church of 


Chriſt is ſeparate and deſtinguiſhed from all the reſidue ef the, 


world ; they are calledont of the World, they are at rojall Prieſt- 
hood, a choſen generation, a peculiar people,called ont of darkneſſe 
into a marvellous light, They are a holy people unto the Lord their 
| God, the Lord their God hath taken them to be a feciall people 
' unto himſelſe, above all the people that ave upon the face of the 


| earth : And they are diſtinguiſhed from all other people by 
| their Original, they are borne of God ; by their (onmrey ,, 
' they are Citizens of the new 7eruſalem ; by their language, 
they ſpeake the language of Canann, God hath terurncd to! 


| them a pure language : By their bavit,they put 0N righteon/nme {ſe 
' 85a garment, their adorning is not the putting on of gold, or 
plaiting of the haire, but the adorning of the kidden man of the 
heart ; To be glorious within is their choiſe, and ſpeciall or-/ 
napent; they are diſtinguiſhed from others as the /iving from 
the dead, as the vize fiom the thorne, as the /ambe from the 
| wolfe, as fight from darinefle 3 Ged is their God, and they | 
[arc his children, and they have priviledges which no other | 

people have beſides them, | 
| 5, In reſpect of wnity, A common-wealth confting of | 
many particular perſons, makes but one politicke body. All 
| true beleevers are but one myKticall body in Chriſt ; therefore 
| the Church is called One. My beloved (faith Chriſt) is one, | 
| and there is one body, and one Ffirit (faith the ApcRle) one 
(alling, one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſme, one God and Fa- 
ther of #s all, The Church is cf one Lord, by one Baptitme, 
into one myſticall body, under one head, ruled by one ſpirit, | 
| bound with one bond of h-pe and love, profefling one faith, 
} and called with one Calling, to one heavenly Kinzdome, 
built upon the foundation of one Docrine, As on? {ule doth 
quicken the many members of the body : ſo the Spirit doth | 
animate and cnlivea the whole Church. As in one Pomes | 
granate there are many kernels within one rinde : ſo doth one 
Church containe innumerable people, through the unity of | 
faith ; having one Father regenerating them, one #irit en» | 
| hvening them, one light guiding them, one Sfirituall food | 
| aouriſhing them , one Z-w binding them, and one Head | 
" * SS. ruling 
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| Perſwading Subietion under ent Head, Submiſſion to one 


| Subjieflionts one Head. | 


themſelves. 


HP 1 Þþ 


Liw, and unity between our ſelves, 


He Church and faithfull people of Chriſt muſt learne 
from hence, Subjecion under one Head, Submillion un- 
der one Law,and unity between themſ:lves, 

1. Subiettion wnder one Head, briſt. To Chriſt is all power 
giren both in Heaven and in Earth, and to him mult all be | 
Subjet, His dominion is from * /eato /ea, ani from the river * 
to the ends of the earth, all K ings muſt fall downe before bim, and. 
all Nations mnj} ſerve him, Tohim the Church muſt be tub» | 
jeA irirnaly, their obedience mult ariſe from a priaciple of | 
grace, they muſt worſhip him i” wv ſþirie and im wrath; To him! 
they muſt be ſubj2& hearrily, not in (hew but in truth, obey- ! 
ing from the * hear! root that t-rme of DoArine which Chriſt 
hath delivered to them : Te him they mult be fabje 4 vo/unra- | 
rity without compulſion, they mult be a Wling ? people, his) 
Law muſt be in their hearts, and they muſt delight to doc hig 
will : To him they mult ſabje& themſelves wn; ver/ally, in te- 
ſpcRt of the yw/e, they mult have reſpet unto all the Com- 
mandements, as Noah in building the Arke had an cye to the 
whole pattcrne which was let before him ; and in reſpect of 
the whole man, all the faculties of the foale, and all the mem- 
| bers of the body muſt be obedient to him, as the Sun,Moone, 


3 PC 11g. 112, 


| and cleven Starres did obcyſance to Foſeph in his viſion: Chriſt 
| maſt be glorified both in our body, and 1n our ſpirit :To Chriſt 
: we mult be conſtantly ſubjet, our hearts mult be * inclined ro 
| performe his ſtatutes alway even unto the end, Chriſt is the Head, 
and we the members ; Chriſt is the ſhepheard, and we the 


——_—— —— 


| focke ; 
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focke ; Chriſt is the hnsband, and we the Spouſe ; and as all \ 
| the members are fully ſubjeR tothe head, the flocke readily | 
follows the voice of the (hepheard,and the Spouſe is lovingly | 
| ſubje& tothe Bridegroome : ſo muſt we be fully, trecly and| 
| lovingly obedient unto Chriſt, 
| 2. lhis teacheth Suhmiſſion wnto one Law, The Charch is! 
| one myſticall commons wealth, and muſt be ſubje& untoone;! 
Law of Chriſt. All that builded the Arke built by one pat-! 
'terne, The whole Church of Chriſt hath one pattern, ac=| 
| cording to which they muſt build their faith and their lore, | 
' even the whole Fabricke of their worſhip and fcrvice. The! 
' hip hath one compaſſe by which it roweth, and one Pilate 
by which it is guided : The Church is the ſhip, the Word 
| the Compaſſe , and Chriit the Pilate ; by Chriſt and his| 
| Werd mult the whole Church of God bez ordered and ruled, | 
| The Word of God is a /wre Word, to which we mult give| 
| heed, as to a light that ſhineth ina darke place: The Law of| 
| the Lord is perfett, it needs no addition, as the Sun needs not 
' the help of any candle to increaſe his hght in ſhining on them 
that travell, The Scriptures are a complcate an4 perfe& 
|Schoole, profirable for D ottrine, for reproefe, for correttion, 
| for inſlrutlion in ri;hteonſneſſe, that the man of God may be pers 
fett, throwghly furniſhed wnto all 1004 works, Cod gave Moſes 
| a perfect patterne for the building of the Tabernacle without 
addition or dimunution, Gods word 1s a perfe& patterne, 
compriſing the whole frame of mans converſation : It is Gods 
prerogative to preſcribe, and mans duty to conforme. Te ſhall 
not adde unto the word Which I command you ({aith the Lord)! 
neither ſhall you diminiſh ought from it, that you may keep the 
Commandements of the Lord your God which [ command, All | 
other Doarines are 4wkreſſe,and not light,they cannot guide | 
us, they are fefſe plants, of mans, and not of Gods planting, / 
| | no-good fruit to feed tus, and God the great Hus- | 
| bandman of the vineyard will pluckethem up ; they are ſand, 
| he that burlds upon -them ſinks ; they corrupt and adn/terate 
| the Dorineand Religion of Chriſt, os thetarcs the wheate, 
as the cvill herbe the Prophets pot, Mans ſervice js no fervice 
of Chriſt if itreceive not it's rule from Chriſt; in vaine, ſaith | 
| . D4-2 Chrilt, 
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| Gods Word many compleate and ſure @nide, 


| Chriſt, doe ye worſhip me, teaching for DoArines the com- 
 mandements of men, He that mingles Dn devices with his 
religious duties, makes it a hamane, and no divine ſervice z 
As the Elements onee mingled in a compound buy doe lote 
their proper formes : {> Religions mingled with humane tra- 
ditions, and made compounding parts of a mixed wor.hip | 
and {crvice,doe loſe their formes, and c:aſe to be religious in | 
{Gods account, As filyer mingled with brafſz doth loſe the 
nature, and name of filyer, and currant coyne, and -wilt not | 
ff: with men, the touchſtone diſcovers it, and the $kilfull | 
\Goldſinith rej<As it : Thus the worthipot God mix<d with | 
'the drefl: of mans invention, loſeth both thename and nature | 
of truz worthip. The word diſcovers it to be counterteit,and 
|Ged dot!) not regard it, nor the performers of it : Of ſuch | 
| therefore the Prophet Lith, reprobaze ſilver ſhall men call th:m, | 
| becauſe the Lord bath reie ted them. This alienates from Chrilt, | 
| it divides the heart, and places the feare, truſt, love, and Jay 
| of the ſoyle upen ſome forraine-thing, fome 1doll of mans 
deviſing. A woman that embraceth a ſtranger with her hus- 
| band in her boſome, and mingles ftranzers with her hus- 
| band, is no more a chaſte, and loving wife, her heart is divi- 
| ded, and ſhe is becomean adaltereſſs. The mingling of for- 
raine inventions with Chrilts precepts in his ſervices, is in 
| Gods interpretation, ſpirituall fornication, their hearts are 
| gone from Chriſt their husband, they are taken up with 
ſtrange lovers. To this purpoſ? is that of the Prophet E/ay,.| 
' the faithful City us become an * harlot ; and what other but this 
was Jada#s whoredom: tor which the Lord upbraideth her 
by the Prophet, ſaying, thon haſt played the harlot with many 
| Lavery, thou haſt-emvraced many forreigne doArines, thou 
haſt adulterated my worlhip with many novell and (trange 
inventions, theſs have drawne- thy love from me, and my 
truth, and thay halt committed adultery with them, When 
humane devices are made ingredients and compounding 
pergetCode ſervice, they are in Gods account very (ſhime- 
all pollutions ; and doubtlefſ:, he that in Gods worſhin is an 
admirer of humane fnventions, is no lover of the Lord ] ſis 
Oile will not mixe it ſelfe with water, nor icon witi, clay, 
' no 
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Unity in Indgement, 
no more will true Religion be mixed with that which is 
' corrupt ; the Arke and Dayen cannot ſand together ; Reli» 
| gion is not like lead, you cannot bow it,but like glaſſe, breake 
 1t you may; bow it you cannot, mingle it, and you deſtroy it, 
it is no more Religion but ſuperſtition, as hilver mixt with 
droſſe 1s no more accounted ſilver but drefle, though it hath. 
ſome ſilver init; Beſides, it is treaſon in a common-wealth, 
for any man to mingle the Lawes of a forraine Prince with 
| the Lawes of his owne Prince, no King will endure it ; and | 
' what is this but fpirituall treaſon againit Chriſt, to mingle 
humane devices, and forraine traditions with Chriſts pre- 
cepts, the Lord will never endure it ; therefore marke what 
Chriſt faith, If a»y man ſhall adde nnto theſe things, God ſhall 
| adde t1nto him the plagues that are written in this booke ;, There-! 
fore as we are a {pirituall common-wealth, fo let us obſcrye | 
the Lawes cf Chriſt the ſpirituall King of this Kingdome, | 
Let us Walke according to his rule, and peace ſhall be wpon ts 4s 
| wpon the ]ſrael of God. | 
| 3- This alſo teacheth the Church and children of God: 
* nity between themſelves. A common- wealth muſt be at 
; unity, as one body, they muſt 5»yne as one man : Thus the} 
: Church, the fpirituall common-wealth of Chriſt muſt be as | 


— 


| a City that is compact together, that is at ® wwity within it þ CI 122.4. 
 (clfe ; Firſt, they muſt be at unity in judgement, of *oxe chil. 4.5. 

' mind, as Saint Pax ſpeaks, in all tundamentall and neceſſary » Vuury in 

+ truths ; as they have one word informing and inſtrutting  J**8*cam- 


them, one Spirit of God enlightening them 2 ſo they mult be ? 
of one mind, of one judgement and under{tanding in things 
belonging to ſalvation, having (as Saint Jobs ſaith) the ſame 
anointing, teaching them all things z the fame Spirit, though 
not all in the ſame meaſure, enlightening them to j1ige and 
todiſcernearight of the mind and will of Ged ; Unity in! 
judgement is very etteAuall to breed unity in att;Fion 1 
diſcord and diff:rence in the apprehenſion of the truths of 
Chriſt propoſed in the Goſpell, doth ordinarily make an un» 
happy breach in mens afteRions ; theretore lex us all ſtrive for 
one and the ſame cleare and through underſtanding of Gods 
revealed will, as Schallers learning one lcflon, by one and the 
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Unity in Aﬀettion, 

; fame rule, Let ws as many ((ith Part) 4 be perfett, as have a 

| truz and cleare knowledge of God in Chrilt, be 1544 minded, 

| a4 if in any thing ye be ot verWiſe minded, Golſhilrovealc even | 

| this mwzo you, God by degrees ſocnhghtens his clul4cea, that 

| he makes tha at leagrh men of the fume underitanding in 

[things profitable to their {il vation 
2.Vniryin At-| 2. Labour for waity in aff:ttion, let the cred fire of Chr& | 
feti>a |fttan and manuall love be alwayes burning upo" the altar of | 
Fruwa 7 \yaourhearts. See (faith Saint Peter) that ye love one another | 
ner pace®, © \ With a pure heart fervently, Thi emznt of a {weet (a- | 
non /olum velu-' 2 pur fervemly, This1s an ointm:nt of a tweet fa 
mas vcrun et47 | Veur 1n the noſtrils of God and men, like the ointment which 
rozamus ; [es the woman powred on our Saviour, that made the whole 
pacers Chri/?t, houſe where the was to calt aſweet {nell ; Love makes both 
pacem v*12,' the perſansand ſervices of Gods ſervants yery {weet and odo- 
pacem fine 1 | ” - » | : * Fay 
micitijs, pacem| iterous, 1 his argues Gods gracious inhabitation 1N us, rege- 
is quz nom ſc R:ration of us and holy workmanſhip upon us;for Godis /ove, | 
b:lan inv9lu | and be that loveth, dwellethin God, and God in bim, Tins 1s the | 
tun pacen que charaRer and coghizance of our being Chrifts Diſciples, By | 
m1 a4verſa11%s | this ſhall all men kaow (faith Chrilt) chat ye ave my Diſciples, if 
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aes.eyued Phony ye love one another, ani as tbe beate of the body is a Symps- | 

tome of life in the body ; and as the light of the Sun aflures | 
us of the riſing of the Sug : fo this light and hcate of love 
gives clearc and comfortable evidence of our ſpirituall quick- 
ning and intereſt in the firſt refurreftion. By thu ( faith the! 
Apoſtle) we knoW that we are paſſed from death to life, becauſe | 
we /ove the brethren, As therefore our ſpiritual common- | 
wealth is a common-wealth of peace, our P rince a Prince 
of peace, eur Law of faith and love, a Law of peace, our 
Calling a Calling of peace, and all our fellow Subjz As the 
SubjeAs of peace, Let us love cach other, and be at © peace 
amomy ſt our ſelves. 

3. Libour for writy in Religion, As the whole common- 
wealth obey the King by one Law:fo let us worſhip and {erve 
Chriſt by exe Rule, the word of God; let us all walke by one 
Lirht, the doArine of the Frophets and Apoltlzs; let us all 


Chriftus,  bail4 upon one rocke, ] cfus Chrult ; other foundation then this 
canno man lay ; Let us all hearken to the voice of one ftiephrard, | 


' Jeſus Chriſt, ſpeaking to us in h1s word; Let us all feed 5» one 


| | paiture , 


— 


—— 


Unity againſ evil, FI | 357 


{ paſture, the Ordinances of God ; Let us all be c/oarhed with one | 
rojallroabe of C hriſt his Righteouſheſſe, for the juſtification | 
ctour foulcs; Let us all invocate and call on one Godin the name' 
of one Mediator,” Jeſus Chriſt; Let us all worſhip God after 
one wanney, 1n truth and ſincerity, according to Chriſts owne 
preſcription, not having our minds corrapted, and hearts 
adultcrated, and alienarcd from * the ſimplicity that # in Chriſt, fe Cor,11.3, 
by carnall doAtrines, and hamane obſervations; Let us receive. 
all our direon from Chriſt, as the traveller recciveth all his | 
[light from the Sun; Let us yeeld all our Swbieftiow unts Chrilt, | | 
8sthe ſouldicrs were fully ſubje& unto the Centurion ; Let us | 
; have our full and ſole dependence upon Chriſt, as the houſe in | | 
the Parable was wholly built upon the rocke ; Let us fecke for | | 
[ab fettion in Chriſt, as the people inthe famine caine all | 
to o/eph to ſupply their wants ; and let us referre all owr /er- | | 
vices to the honour and glory of Chriſt, and fo ſhall we! | 
give teſtimony of our happy tnion in Chriſts Reli- 
gion, 

4+ Strive for nity in oppoſing ſinne and Satant Kingdome. 4 Vnity in op« 
A common-wealth 1s anitcd againſt a publike avd common p-liag S1n, 
adverſary; Satan and (inne are the common ady*rfarics of our 
ſoules, againſt thele let us unite our forces,by mutuall watch- | 
fulnefſe one over another, fervent prayer cach for other, and 
by the miniſtration of holy inſtruion, gracious admonition, | 
and Chriſtian encouragement one towards another, confidc- | 
ring one another, and provoking one another, according to 
the Apoliles rule, to love and to good works, The children of | 
Iſrael aroſe as one man, and went up againft Gibeah. The | 
| Lords people ſhould ariſe as one man againſt the powers of 
| ungodlinefſe, to ſupprefſe the Kingdome and works of the | 
Prince of darkneffc. Foab and Abiſhai made a Covenant to 
help one another againſt the Syriaxs, and the children of Am | 
mon :; thus ſhould Gods children covenant together , and | 
{ help cach other againſt their corruptions, and tcmptati- | 
ons, every man endcavouring the welfare of another mans 
ſoule, as his owne. Were the foules of Gods children 
thus happily and graciouſly united, they would undoubted-| | 
ly prove a flouriſhing common-wealth , a glorious peo-| | 
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thereof, 


IE to 
ſceke the wel. 
fare of the 
Charch with 
the grounds 


and labour the proſperity thereof, -otherwiſe how canſt thou 


( burchet welfare endeavoured. 


ple, and a great honour to Chriſt, who reignes as King over 
them. 


— - — ——_—— __— _ — | 


Cuar, X, 
| Preſſing the ſeeking of the welfare of Chrifls Church. | 


4D His likewiſe prefſeth on-us-the miniſtration of our beſt 
help and aſliſtance to the Church of Chriſt, The mem- 
bers of a common- wealth endeavour the welfare and lafety 
of the common- wealth, they preferre it above their owne | 
private good : The members of Chriſts ſpirizuall commor- 
wealth ſhould doe the like for Chrifts Church;lt 1s the Lords! 
injunRion, pray for the peace of Jeruſalem, be inſtant with 
God for the proſperity , ſafety , increaſe , and flouriſhing | 
eſtate of his Church. What though God watch over it, and 
have promiſed prote&ion to it ; yet thou muſt alſo pray tor, 


rejoyce in the welfare of the ſame. To this duty the very re- 
lation between us and the Church ſhould lcade us ; the 
Church is the body whereof we are members, doe not all 
the members in the body naturall labour the welfare of the 
whole ? How can the members of the myſticall body of 
Chriſt doe lefſz, unlefſe they will prove themſelves unnatu- 
rall, Our Sympathy with the Churches atflictions ſheuld 
perſwadeus tothis, we mult apprehend the calamity which 
reſterh upon the Church, as relting upon cur owne perſons : 
If one member((aith Saint Paw) doe ſuffer, allthe members [uf- 
fer with it, A dead member indeed bath no fy mpathy with the 
reſt ; but the living member hath a fcllow-fecling, a quicke 
and cxquiſite-lence within, when any of the members arc 
pained or hazarded. #ho 4s Weake (faith Pan!) aud I am ot 
weake; Who 1s offended, and I burne not, The bleſſing which is 
attendant -on our endeavouring the welfare of the Church, 


is an Argument of great force to moye as to this worke z 


hereof the Lord faith, they ſhall proſper that love thee : They 
that | 


| fare of every member in a common- wealth, and in a body na- 


| 
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that love thee, they that are carefall for thee, ſolicitous and 
ſtudious to maintaine foundacfſe of Dorine and purity of 
divine worſhip in thee ; they that humble themſelves in thy 
behalf, when troubles are upon rhee;they that put themſelves 
forth to the utmoſt, to relieve thee in thy wants, to comfort 
thee in thy ſorrowes, to alliſt thee againit thy oppoſcrs ; they 
ſhall projper, it ſhall be well with them, they ſhall not goe | 
without a bleſſing, their worke and labourof Love (hall not 


| 


be forgotten. Beſides, our welfare is very much dependant: 
n0n the welfare of the whole Church of Chriſt : The wel- 


turall, is deeply intereſted in the proſperity and good fucceſſe 
of the whole. Thus the proſperity or fall of the Church in 
generall, is our fall or proſperity in particular. The ftrengthe- 
ning of ſome part of a building is a {trengthening and a beau- 
tify1ng of the whole building ; the fall of any part is a weak- 
ning, a diſgrace, a prejudice to the-whole; and thus 1t is in 
this caſe, We live (faith Pani) if ye ftand fait in the faith, it 


greſſe in the wayes of life, then we live, then we rejeyce, 
and are full of comfort, then our hearts are much ſtrengthe- 
ned in the Lord. Our Subj:&ion to changes, miſcrics, and 
troubles, ſhould very much quicken us ts the prclentcom- 
miſcration of the reſt of Chriſts attiaed members, the Lord 
may make us drinke of the ſame cup, as 1n the prophecye of 
Jeremy the Lord cauſed the cup of his wrath to goe round, he 
made all the Nations to arink thereof,and if we have nocompaſ- 
fionon others now, who. (all have compaſſion upon us then, if 
we withdraiv our helping hand from others, who ſhall reach 
fourth the hand of aſhitance unto us ; for Cod doth fo order it 
in the courſe of his providence,that look what mea/wre we meet | 
to other; in their diltrefſe, rhe ſame ball men meaſure afaine tow | 
in our neceſſity. Befidcs,this is a work very acceptable toGod, | 
and very profitable tothe Church of God; doubtleſie it plea» | 
ſed Dawd well when Foab {ught to bring hom= Ab/olon to 
him, and when Abner underrooke to bring about all {ſracl. | 
Thus when we endcavour to reconcile God and his Church, | 


to. bring men about to God, by our prayers, ——— | 
| 
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ye abide in Chriſt, thrive in grace, and make a gracious pro-|* Tz 8, 


| 


| 
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( arnall men Aliens ro the rue Church, 


19d their repentance, is a worke very PR_y anto God ; and 
herein we prove inftraments of the greateſt honour, gaine, 
and comfort to our fellow brethren, O therefore ! as we are | 
all ons common- wealth, let us labour the good of this our | 
common-wealth, Let Magiſtrates and Miniſters be to the | 
' Church like the fiery pillar to [/rael, a light, and a defence; | 
' Let Miniſters like Bees make the honey, compoſe ſweet and | 
| wholeſoine Doftrine, gathered from the flowers growing | 
in the garden of the {acred Scriptures, and fo frame 1tthat it | 
| may be ſweeter then the honey or the honey-combeunto the | 
palate of the Church; and let Magiſtrates like hives preſerve | 
this honey of wholſome Doarine, that nothing doe adulte- | 
\rate it; Let Miniſters by the executive powey of the Word and | 
' Sacraments, and Magiltrates by their 45reft:ve and coattive \ 
| power demeanc themfclves to the great bchoote and benefit of 
Gods Church ; and as Moſes and eAaro» brought 1/rae! out 
of Egypr, fo let both Magiltrate and Miniſter labour the ſpi- 
rituall and*corporall freedome of the Lords people : Aud as 
every member, joynt and finew in the body naturall, per- | 
| formes his office for the good of the whole ; © let Chriſts | 
members from the higheſt to the loweſt, according to their | 
| everall places, ſtations and abilities, promote the welfare of 
 Chriſts Chureh and ſervants. 


| 


© — 


| 
Cuay. xl 


Treating of Carnall mans Alienation from Chrifts Church | 


TI ſceond thing is the Exemprion of all prophane men | 
from this common- wealth, from the Church of Chriſt, | 

and all the ſpirituall prerogatives and priviledges belonging | 
thereanto, The Gentiler before the comming of Chrift were 
altogether aliens hereunto, having no place at all in this 
common-wealth t Prophane tmetr fince the comming cf 
Chriſt, though they be ur this common- wealth, living with- 
in 
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Carnall men Aliens to the true ( nrch, | - 
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| inthe pale of the viſible Church, as the uncleane beaſts with- | DD 
in the Arke ; yet they are alſo aliens to this common- wealth, 
alievs to that holy and etteQtuall vocation wherewith this 
common- wealth 1s called, aliens tothe heavenly and ſaving! 
power of that Word and Spirit,by which this common: wealth| 
1s ruled and guided, aliens to that ſweet and gracious (ms! 
wumon Which the members of this common-wealth baic! 
with Chriſt by faith, and ameng themiſclves by love 2 and| 
this is one great m1{-ry of all corrupt and carnall men, being 
without Chriſt, they are alſo alicns to the common» wealth 
| of his //rael; 25 he that is an alien to the King, 1s an alien to 
| that common» wealth which is under the King, Whence ob» 
| ſerve, That, 
All rrophane and carnall perſons are aliens to the true Church of Doi. 
q Chriſt and all the ſpirumall priviledges therof, The Lepers under | 
the Law were excluded the camp, ſeparated from the ſociety | 
of clcane perſons, ſhewing the cf: of the Law infinners, | 
which driveth them from the communizoa of God and his 
people, till by repentance aud faith they come unto Chrilt ; | 
and alſo figuring the putting and excluding of ll uncleanc 
ſinners, from the Church of Chriſt, and the priviledges * 
thereof, according to the charge of the Apoltle, pur away 
6 from among your ſelves that wicked per onifebalaw cating the 7 1 Cor,g.rs 
| forbidden frurt was debarr'd from the Tree of Life, and (hut 
out of the Garden of Eden : The poſterity of Adam feeding | 
npon the forbidden truit of finne, making a trade and practife | 
of finnc, are excladed from Chriſt, the true Tree of Life, and 
ſhut out of the Church of Chrilt, the inc/o/e4 Garden of whigh | 
Chriſt is the Keeper and dreſſer. Hence prophane men liring | 
within the pale ofthe Church,are likened to Þ chaffe mingled þ Mar.y 12, 
among the wheatec in the floore, which though it be among | 
| the wheate, yet it is not of the wheate : Toa man at the | 
wedding feaſt, without ai wedding garment, who though he #M1t.23.12, 
was among the gueſts, yet he was not of the number of the 
true and welcome gueſts, and therefore was caſt out, as ha- 
ving of right noplace there ; and to thornes and bryars,which 
thou..h they ſometime grow within the Orchard, yet arc nor 
Trecs of the Orchard, not planted, watcred, and am 
y | 
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k& Cant.4,1s, 


[z Cor.yt.2. | 


miCcr.s In. 


v2 Theſc3.1 4+ 


02 Cor.6.14, 


protection, and preſervation of her,in reſpeR of her-leparation 


| Communion with carnal men declined, 


| by the Keeper of the Orchard, as other Trees are. And for this 


the Church is ſtiled a* Garden inclo/ed, in relet of Gods 


from them that «rc prophane and carnall, by grace and holy 
calling, and for the Churches care and vigilancy,tha no enc- 
mics invade her, that no uncleane thing, or vitious perſons | 
pollute and dehile her. And for this cauſe the Church is tear- 
med a chaite virgin, for her internall and externall purity, for 
her holy cbaſtity, for her fidelity and fervent love to her hus- 
band Chriſt, for her alicnation from the world, trom all ido- | 
latry and falſe worſhip, and for her ſeparation and diſtin&ion | 
fromall that pollute and defile themſ-lves with Idols, the| 
world, or any carnall lults. And the Church is charged to} 
preſerve and keep her ſelfe from all intimate and familiar | 
communion with them that are openly tcandalons and on-! 
cleane,] have ® written unto you (111th Saint Paul) net to he-p| 
company, If any man that u called a brother be 4 fornicator, or | 
toverous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an ©X1Or» | 
tioner, with ſuch a one, no not to eat, not familiarly and friend- 
ly to converſe : He forbids not the cxerciſc ot the necefſlary | 
offices of humanity and charity towards thein, but the ha- | 
ving of intimate communion with them, An4 if any mar 
(faith the Apekleto the Theſſalonians) obey mot our Word by | 
this Epiſtle, but be rebellious and obſtinate againſt the holy | 
and or Doarine delivered, ® nore that man and har e no | 
_— with kim ; Whereby we fee, that the Lord denyes | 
them that are obſtinate and carnall, communion with ſuch | 
as are truly holy and fpirituall; there can be no ſweet and! 
ſcemly fellowſhip berween common harlots and chatte vir- | 
gins, What ® fellowſhip (faith Par) hath righreouſneſſe with ws 

righteonſneſſe ? and what communion hath light with dark- | 
nefſc? Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye ſc» | 
parate, faith the Lord, and I will bea Father unto you, and | 
ye ſhall be my ſonnes and daughters : Carnall men are not | 
{pirituall brethren to them that are Gods children,they are not 

begotten of the ſame heavenly parent, they are not wnired to | 


gracious qualities, and therefore arc aliens to Gods ſonnes 


the fame ſ{pirituall head, they are not endowed with the lame | 
| 


and 


—_ 


— 


| 


— 


(arnall man a {kev to the Had 363. 


and daughters. And ? without (faith Chriſt) are dogps and * Ran bs. 
ſorcerers, and Whoremongers and murtherers and ideolaters and 

Whoſorver loverh and makzth a lye: thelc are without, with» | 

out the number of (50ds holy and ſanRified Church and peo- | 

ple, without the Prerogatives granted to. Gods gracious chil- | 
| dren, without the company of the Citizens of the new Teru- | 

ſalem here, and without glory and happineſſe hereafter ; ard | 
| of fuchS, Zobn faith cxpreſly, however they have a place with- | 
mn the Church, yet they are not of the Church, They wens| > 


they would no denbt have continued with #«, but they went out 


that they might be made manifeſt that they were not all of us, | 


' 
| 
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Laying downe the grounds of carnall mans alienation from 
the xrue Church of Chriſt, 


—_ alienation of profane men from the true Church of 
Chriſt is manifeſt, 


the Apoltle) frem which all the body by joynts and bands | ©, _-; 
having nourihment miniſtred, and knit together encrea» | The head. 
ſeth with the encreaſe of God; they hold not Chrift, but |r Col.z.18. 
| are ſtrangers to the * /ife of Chriſt, as withered branches 's Bpk. 4.18, 
| are {trangers to the lite of the root, Chriſt doth not live | 

in them ; they are ſtrangers to the * knowledge of Chriſt, |* loh.1. 5, 
as blind men are ſtrangers tothe light of the Sunne, the | 

light thineth in the darkne\ſz, but the darknefſ=s compre- | 

| hendeth it not, the Golpell is hidden to them; they arc 
ſtrangers to the dowinion of Chriſt, he doth not reigne ſpi- 
ritually within them, though they profefſe they know 
Chriſt, yet they be reprobate and * asſobedient to cycry 
good worke ; they are ſtrangers to the holy and gracious 
pre- 


u Tic.1,16, 


| 


— 


1. By thcir alicnation from the Head of the Church; | Grounds of a- 


they are ſtrangers to Chrift, they © hold not rbe Head (faith Foy comer 


q out from us, but they were not of us, for if they ha4 beene of ws, | q i Toh. 2 29. 


| 


EE ne  n_— —_—_ 


F —— 


e Proy.zo 18 


Church, 
* x Pet. 1.33, 


v x Joh.3-9%% 


£ Heb.4.1, 
Kon 2,16, 
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though they live within the pale of the Church, and come | 
' to the ordinances of Chriſt, yet as Sa/omon ſpake in anc» | 
ther caſe; Of the Way * of a Ship in the Sea, of an Eagle in | 

the Ayre, and of a Serpent wpon a ſtone ; \o may we fay of | 

the way of Chriſt in his ordinances with the ſoules of | 

 carnall men, it leaveth no track behind it, worketh no change, | 
imprints no charater of holineſſe, they {till continue | 

 {trangers to Chriſt, and having no communion with the | 
| Head, they arc farre from fellowihip with the Mem- | 
s 


| b | 
2.” Secd of the! 2, By their being deftirute of the Seed of the Church : the | 


' Church ef Chriſt ts begotten of a holy Secd, the word of (04 
and vertue of the Spirit, * Begorten ( faith St, Peter ) of | 
an immortall Seed ; the Word of God preached, ſowne end | 
received into their hearts, becometh & mitrument of their | 
regeneration and new-birth ; and Whoſorver (laith S. Jobs) | 
i borne of God doth net commit ſiane, tor his ® /ced, that is | 

| the vertue of the Holy-Ghoſt, working faith and holinefle | 

by the word preached, abides in him : (Now of this ſeed | 

carnal men are altogether deſtitnte, they are without the | 

ſeed of the werd, they hide it not in their hearts, they | 
 letit lye as feed above ground, it takes no root wn them, | 
| either the Roninefſe of their hearts will not admit it, or 
| the thornes of worldly cares choake it : it is as dew up- 
on the Rock, it doth © nor profit them, it brings forth no 
faring efte& within them , and for the /erd of the Spirit, 
they have no principle of grace, or new life within them; 

\theirſoules are houſes empty of all (pirituall good ; \jprd 

are 
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Carnal Man an Alien to the ſeed of the (harch, { 365 
are 4 ſenſual (faith S, Jude) corrupt, carnall and earthly in 
their underſtandings, imaginations, :#f:Rions and practiſe 
even in the very whole trame, fabrick and diſpoſition of 
their ſoules : Not having the Spirit, regenerating and quick- 
ning them, enlightning and fanRifying them, having no 
ſees, no principle of grace within them, and being de- 
ſtitute of the ſeed of the Church, they are undoubtedly 
ſtrangers to the true Church, they are in the Church, but 
as * Servants or Baſtards in a Family, they are not the genu-' , 1.4 8 p 
| ine and proper children of the Church, Heb.1 y , 
| 3, By their being aliens to the condition and quality of 3.Quality of 

the Church of Chrift : the Church of Chrilt is qualified with Chub, 
grace, 4 choſen * generation, a rojall Pricftbeod, a peculiar / * 3-91 

| people, called out of darkeneſſe into 4 marvellous light, like» 

\ped for their ſpiritual ſplendour of ſanRity to the 8 Lilly gon 13. 

' among the thornes, to the Þ Dove among the birds, to. © _—_— 
| the i San, Moone and Morning among the lights, to the & Pl. 4p: 
k Dneene in gold of Ophir among women, and toa | Wo- 7 ma op 

| man cloathed With the Sun, having twelwe ſtarr: upon her head, 

| and the Maeon und:r her feet : The Church being very beau-! 

| tifull and glorious thorough Chriſts communication ofhis 

| graces to her ; the Church nownng of his fullnefſe ® grace | ws Toh 1,16, 
| for grace, as the child receiveth of the Father limb for | 

limb ; but all profane and carnall men are farre from this | 

uality and condition of holinefſe, being likened unto Swine | 

for their uncleannefle and wallowing in the mire of fin, Mat.7, 

to Goates for their breaking over the hedge of Gods com-! 
mandements, troublcſomeneſe to others and unfavourines | 

of their converſations ; as full of fin as a Serpent of poy-! 

ſon, a rotien ſepulcher of dead mens tones, or the Sea of 
| waters, full of all anrighteowſneſſe, ſaith S. Pani, though they 
live within the pale of the Church and take upon them a 
forme of goslincſle, yet they are but like the Beaſt in the | 
| Revelation, which had two hornes like a ® Lambe, but ſpakg ; n Rev.1ze 
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dlude v.19, 


44 4 Dragon ; thus theſe men pretend Chriſt, but ſerve | 
Satan, es | 4.Exclufiog 
. By their Excluſion from the covenant Which God hath | {rem the Co. 
mad, with his Church, to give it _ reconciliation, nappy. venant, 
c nene 
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| 


| > ler,z1.g3+ | 


| | 


| 


| quor. 16,16, 
| lol, 15+ 


ry-Rey,2.17, 


Plal 50, 


| nefſe and every good thing by Chriſt ; a covenant made 
Mal 2,5. | with belcevers, and ſuch as feare God, my ® (ovenan, Gith | 

| the Lord of Levi, was with him of lite and peace, and | 
(I gave them to him for the feare wherewith hee feared | 


| thoſe dayer, ſaith the Lord, i will put my Law in their Fe. 


_—— 
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Carzall Man eſtranged from the (ovenant, 
| 


me and was afraid before my name. Gods Covenant is 
not promiſcuous to all ſorts of perſons, choſen, reprobates, 
belcevers and infidels, but to ſuch as are truely gracious, 
his Covenant is with thegz that are his friends, and not 
with his enemies, God ſanQifieth all them whom hee | 
intends ſhall have benefit by his Covenant, Thu ſhall be 
rhe Covenim that 1 will make with the how/e of Iſracl, after 


ward parts,and write it in their hearts, an1 [ will be their God, 
and they ſhall be my people, Such alone arc within the Co- 
venant of God, as are ſfanRified by the Spirit of God :| 
The Promiſe indeed is generall, but the condition 18 ſpe- | 


' ciall , He that 4 beleeveth and ut baptized ſhall be ſaved, but 


he that beleeveth not ſhall be dammed, though he be bapti- | 
zed, Caleb made a generall Promiſe to all his Souldiers, | 
whoſoever ſhould fmite Kiriath Sephay and take it ſhould' 
marry his Daughter Acſah, yet Orhmiel tooke it, and hee 
alone had her to wife : God makes a Promiſe whoſoe- 
ver belceveth and repenteth ſhall be ſaved by Chriſt, yet" 
not all, but onely he that belceves and repents , hee that | 
{mites Kiriath Sephar, that overcomes Satan, himſclfe and 
the world, hath Chriſt to husband; to him that * overcomes | 
is given to eate of the hidden Mama; but to the wicked 
God faith, Whar haſt thow to doe to take my Covenant in 
thy mouth and hateſt to be reformed, Wicked men therefore 
being ſtrangers to the Covenant betweene God and his 
Church,arec = aliens to the Charch, . 

5, By their effrangement from the life, light, faith, libor- 
ty, wedlocke of the harch £4 thale fa ber gracious re 


F{trangement 
from 1.Life, 
{Gal.n 20, | 
} Rom.6.. 
Rom 14.8. 


i 


—— 


,of the Church; as the dead are eſtranged from the life of 


| Gods Church and children, Gods children are quickned by 
Ephcſ.2, wy Spirit, Chriſt * /verh tn them, as the root mthe bran- 


ceivings from ( briſt. They are eſtranged, 1. From the life 


the living, ſo are corrupt and fiafull men from the life of 


ches, | 


EU ww 


| - | indced, 
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| dP rivuledges of the Chuyeh, | 3 & | 


ches, as the head in the members, they walke in new-| 1 Tims, | 
neſſe of life, they live to God and Chriſt ; but carnallmen| ReY-3-1. 

are dead in finnes, dead whiles they live like the wanton 
widow, though they prefefſe Chriſt and are reputed the 
| members of Chriſt, yet with the Angell of Sardu, they; 
have but only a »aze that they live, they are ſpiritually dead 


2. They arc eftranged from the /32ht of the Church, though »-Light. 

| they haye the ſame light of DouQtrine ſhining on them, 

| which (hincs on Gods children, as the blind hath the fame 

light ſhining on him, that ſhines on ſuch as have their 
| eyes open, yet they ſce nothing of God and Chriſt clear- 
ly and comfortably by it, the * reftimony i bound up, and. t 1(a,8.16, 
| the Law u ſealed among the Diſciples. Such alone as arc 

| taught of God, have x cleare and ſaving knowledge of| | 
his will and coanſ. il. The myſtery of godlineſlc is to car- | 
' nall men hike Sampſons riddle to the Philiſtines, they cane} Iudg 14, | 
| not interpret it without the helpe of Gods Spirit, it is a | 
ſtrange languaze which they underſtand not, a ſcaled booke ulſa,rg-11, | 
which they cannot open ; carnall men live in great blind-| 

'nefſe under plentifull mcanes of Knowledge, 7 hey tumble. | 
| at the noon day 44 at ihe mid-night, | | 
| $3. They are eſtranged from the faith of the ChutTh ;' ;.Faith, | 
; their Haith like Jero40ams arme is withered, they cannot | * King 13 4+ | 
| lay hold wpon Chriſt, they cannot build upon Chrilt, as the} | 
i Wiſeman ouil: his houſe upon the Rocke : Their foules are! | 
| not ruoted in Chriſt, as thetree is rooted 1a the Earth ; they | | 
| doe not cleave to Chriſt, as the heart of the wife clca- | 
| veth to the Husband, as ſemetume the men of J#aa> clave! , $amao.r. | 
&: D avid ; they doe not ſingle ##r Chriſt, and take him to 
themſelves as their Rocke, as their glory, as their (trength | 
| and refuge, they doe not betake themſelves to Chriſt, as the | | 
' chickens betake themſelves to the Hen, the Bees to the hire, | 
| the Conics to the Rock, znd as the men that were in debt, 
| diſtreſſe and diſcontent betooke themſelves to David, and | ' SAM, 2.2. Le 
made him their Captaine ; they doe not Hay o» ('briſt, put | | 
s and p09 Chriſt unto themſctves, and them(:lves to C hritt, | 


| 


as the Church and children of God doe,as the Spouſe of Chrilt 
LEE” E ce 2 doth; 
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C arnall Man eftranged from the Priviledger, of the Church, 
doth ; their faith is a temporary and fiſhing faith, a Tree 


. 


without roots, that { on: withers; a dzad faith, there 1s no 
life and power in it,no ſwing truit growes upon it, 


| 368 | 


| 


—_, 4, They are eſtranged from the /iberry of the Charch, 
7 aA Chriſts Church and children are (zols w freemen ' and where 
x 3Cor.z,17+| the Spirit of the Lord is there is * ib-rry : Liberty from the 


| poWer of (inne, tyranny of Satan, and (ervitu12 of the world; 


liberty to knoW GoJ, as th: op:neye is free to (::;to move,and 
incline to God, as the River is tree to move and flow toward 
the Sea to beleeve in Gols promiſ:;to recetve Chrilt, as the 
found hand is free to receive the gift, and free to /ove Chrilt, 
as the heart of the Bride is free to love the Bridegrooms? : All 

carnall men are great ſtrangers to this freedome,they are cap- 
[tives to Satan,ſervants tothe world, priſoners to their owne 
| Inſts, bowed downe to the world, like the woman in the 
y Luk.13.13. | Goſpell that had a ſpirit of y i»firmity, unable to looke u> to 
| God, or to the things which are above, as unable to diſcerne 
the things of God, as the blind to difcerne colours, as unable 
towalke 1n the wayes of God, as the dead ara unable to walke 
upon the carth, as faſt (hut up in the priſon of Satan,and their 
owne cotruption, as ever Peter was in Herod: priſon, 

5, They are eſtranged from the Wed/eeke of the Church 
wit? Chriſt. True belcevers are Chriſts Spouſe, tetrothed 
unto Chriſt, * bone of his bone, and ficſhof his fleſh, one my- 
'ſticall Chriſt, as man and wife are one matrimonial} ficſh ; 
| but carnall men are farre from this wedlocke, they rake n >! 
; Chriſt unto themſelves as the husband of their ſoules, they 
have not the />ve and jy of a Spouſe in Chriſt, they keep not 
lam. 4.4. | their ſoules chaſte and pure to Chriſt ; they commit fornication 
and adultery with 1dols,and r12 world,and are divorced from 
' Chriſt, they ſhamefully defile themſelves, and make them- 
ſelves an abomination in the eycs of Chriſt. 

6, They arc eſtranged from the Churches receiving: from 
Chriſt. True beleevers receive of Chriſts fulneſſ: ; they re- 
ceive life, and light, and power from Chriſt, as the eye re- 

| ceiveth light from the Sun,rie branch life from the root, and 
the body power from the ſoule ; they 


AQs 12-7. 


s.Wedlocke, 
{ Eph. 5+ 


6,Reccivings. 


| | Chrit, andare quickened ; they reccive the word of Chriſt, 
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iſe of Chriſt, — 
of fins by Chriſt, 
a com of bro» 
ng from) 

| 


hey receive him not ; be commeth to them by his Minifters, 
bat they receive not their witneſle, they ſhut the doores of” 
' their hearts again&t Chriſt, he ſtands without, and nooks, 
| but they not, they give him no entertainment, Chri | 
| bu ſtrength in vaine,and his labour for t amongſt | 
\them ; and , Ar theſe things they make manifeſt their Ali- 
 enation from the Church of Chriſt, and all the ſpeciall privis 
ledges and prerogatives thereof, 
| 
| 


| 
| Diſcourſing of the unhappy condition, and impoſſibility of 
their ſalvation who are #trangers tothe true Church, | 


TE diſcovers the unhappy condition of all carnall and | 
| unholy people, though & live within the pale of the 

Church, 0 they are all aliens to the Charch; thoughthey 

þe in the Church, yet they arc not of the Church, as naſty hu- | 
| mours are in the body, yet no member, no part nor parcell / 
of the body; though =P be wirhin the Schoole of Chriſt, yet | 
they are no true Diſciples of Chriſt, they are like them of| 
| whom Saint Paw! ſpeakes, who are alwayes learning, and | 

never come to the knowleege of the truth : Though they are 
| within the pale of Chriſts Orchard, yet they are but falſe lips | 
no Trees of Rightcouſneſſs of Chriſts planting : Though 
| they be in Chriſt $ ——— they are but as dead mem- 

bers, er woedden legs in a , or withered branches in a 
vine; wanting the Spirit of Chriſt,they have no ſpirituall life, 
ſence, or motion in them : Though they take upon them the 
vane of Chriſt, yet they doe not partake of the nature of | 


Chriſt, as blazing Starres have the name, but not the gature 
of Starrcs ; Though Cy profeſſe Chriſt, yr _, 
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ar (I. 


Vnhappy con. 
dition of ftran> 
gers tO the 
true Church. 


oAbagy, 


» Eph,s,25; 


41.11.10, 


nm Lu ny en es Jn i bros 


F 


eRev.l,tz, 


Aliremies fem tie (arch mifirale. © 
Andy deny Chrif, in worky (ith the ApaRie) they ay 
IS SO EESISTS 


were Jewer, and yet Were not ſo, but a Synagogue of Satan. 
Thus __ they are Chriſtians, who indeed are not in 
Chriſt Jeſus, but are the Synagogue of Satan, a cage of n- 
cleanc birds ; and though they be eecleſraſtically holy , by 


they are not Firirmall and truly holy, becauſe they want 
that regeneration, which is the worke of Gods Spirit ; and 
though they enj »y ſome outward —_—_ by their being 
within the Church, yet they enjoy not Chriſt and his bene» 
fits, becauſe they are not truly living members of the Church: 
And this is a great miſery, to be an alien ts the true Church of 
Cliriſty he that is an alien to this Church of Chriſt, is an alien 
to co Chriſt doth not enl{yen nor gren him, Chriſt 


them 
ord , and inwardly & 
Spirit ; heis a ftranger to the love of Chriſt, Chriſts C 
love, Chriſt » loved the Church, faith 
Saint Pal, and gavehimfelfe for it ; he is a ſtranger to the 
bleſſed and gracious preſence of Chriſt, Chriſts clence is 
wirh his. Church , he delights to walke among the © candls- 
Picker, aanftified ſoules arc his Temple, his dwelling, his 4 g/o- 
riows reſt ; he is a ſtranger to the comfortable communications 
of Chriſt, Chriſt revcalcs and opens himſclfc to his Church 
and children, as a glarieas Sun, as aloving Bridegroome ; 
tn -b\>;—aperm agua mma __ dew _ 
, and as the raine u e ; he givcst 
t owe, and all the nooks Spirit;but to prophanc men, 


© [Chriſt is asa ſcaled fountaine of whom they drinke not,a hid- 


dcn Manna of whom they taſte not ; he that isan alica to 
the Church is without the proce9» and falvation of Chrilt ; 
they that were without the Arke, had no {afety from the wa 


ters 


vertue of their natural! generation of Chriſtian parents, yet ' 


wife, diſqwiſe, and fame themſelves to be others | 
then they are : As they in the Church of Swyrna (aid, they | 


| 


es. At 


—_— 
—————— —— —— 


Ne Saivation for carnal man. = 
a Leg Bonn the Church, I meanc;,' 
wi that faith, holineſſe, love,and gracious communion, | 
which is proper to Gods.children,are without ſalvation. And| 
this is the miſery of carnall men living in the Church, and' 
not living the life of thegr that are the true Church of Chriſt 
indeed, and ſuch men indeed are a great diſhonour to the. | 
| Charch, as ſpots in theface, ſporFand blemiſhes,as Saint Peter | 
'termes them ; a 6«rthen te the Church, as dead members to | 
the body ; a rrowb/e to the Chureh , as /onah to the ſhip, 
m_— the ſtormy tempeſt of Gods wrath againſt it ; and 
therefore ſhould be wiped aw ay, cutoff, and caſt out, by the 
cenſwres of the Church ; nov for everlaſting condemmtion, 
but for their humiliation and reformation 4 for the 8 dr< g 1 Corg.s, | 
| fruition of the fleſh, that theiv ſfivit may be ſaved in the 
| day of the Lord Jeſw, necording to the Apoſtles rule. 
| This opens the impoſſibility of the ſalvation of t ad | Salvation of | 
' carnal) men, 4 ach, and as long as they continue fach, for | carnal man 
| being ſuch, they are al{ens to the Churehof Chriſt, to the| pole 
{pirituall common» wealth of Chriſts //-«#/, As all that were| © 
ont of the Arke periſhed in the deluge of waters 1 (© all that | 
are out of the Chureh, not living mn of this common» 
| wealth, doe periſh in the deluge of Gods wrath. Such as aro 
the power of their prophanenefſe alienated trom the! 
| Church of Chriſt, the company of them that are e#:ually 
| called and ſanAtified, they are, | 
| 1, Without God, He that hath net the Church far his | 1 Vithou:God) 
' Mother, hath not Ged for his Father ; he that is not of the 
' new Jeruſalem, whom the Apoſtle termes rhe » Afother of us | b Gal 4, 26, 
; al, for her bringing forth children ſpiritually unto God ; he | 
/ that is not of her, is not of God ; he that is not a childe in this | | 
| fpirituall and heavenly family , is not borne of God ; there-| 
| = apy wp" dy that _ truc nm 
' this Ch, iTe are ns mare [tranger i orraners brit 
| Citizens with the Saints, and of the how hold of Gad. | ea 
| 53, Hethatis by his prophagenefl? an alien to the Church | ».Withour 
| of Chrift, ry ut Chrift ; he that 15 an alien to the | Chilt, 
common-wealth, is an alien to the King ; he that is not one 
of Chriſts flocke, cannot have Chriſt for his Shepheard, and 
| Ec 4 with- 


Ne 


j__872 
; k As 4.16, 
| 3. Without Re- 
geacration, 


bum, fides, Ec- 
clefis [alus,vi- 
ta cterna,&c. 
Eph.4 3,4- 


| 
| 


The vanity of 
fnfoll mans 


_—_—_ 
be Evurch. 


Ita,Dew,ver- 


without Chriſt there is © »o /a/vation, 

; 3, He that isan alien to the Church of Chriſt, is eſtranged 
| from regeneration, renovation, illumination, ſanlification, re- 
miſſion, donation of the Spirit, and the promiſe of the 
eternall inheritance, Eff:&ts and fruits of - the Word 
'and Spirit in them that are ef:Aually called, properties 
|and prerogatives belonging onely to Chrilts holy and graci- 
'6us people, and without theſe there is no ſalvation : 7 heft 
(faith { hemmitius) God, the Word, Faith, the (hurch, falua- 
tion and life eternal are very intimonſly knit and ioyned together ; 
,and accordingly the Afoltle, there 14 one Body, and one Spirit, 
ane Calling, one Lord, one Faith, one B aptiſmne, one God and 
| Father of all who ts above all, and through all, and in you all, 
[To him therefore that is not of this ſacred company and 
 Churchof Chriſt, the Spirit is no Sanfifier, Chriſt no Redze- 
 mer,God no Father, Baptiſme no Seale, and Faith no Inſfru- 


' ment of Jaſtification ; and therefore unleffe man be of this | 


; facred company, there is no ſalvation ; they that leap out of 
; the ſhip into the Sea periſh ; they that forſake the fhip of 
| Chriſts Church, and hold not communion by faith and love 
with Gods Saints, periſh in the Sea of this world ; all the 
Citizens of /ericho who were out of Rahabs houſe, periſhed 
with fire and the ſword. All that are out of Gods houſe, or 
to ſpeake in the Apoltles words, who are not built up a /þiri- 
—_ to Gad, are liable to the fire and ſword of Gods 
wrat 


= — 
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Cuar, XIV. 


Diſcovering the vanity of carnall mans applanding and 
leaſing himſelfe with being borne within the Church, 
H Ere may we likewiſe ſee, bow vaine, nay how dangerous 
it is for man to applaud and pleaſe himfelfe in being 
borne within the pede oft the Church, and having the ome: 
og na 


: 
| 


| 


—__——— 


| 


| 


U aine boaſting of being borne within the Charch, | 373 
nall uſe of Gods Ordinances, continuing under the power of 

finfull luſts, becauſe remaining under the ce mmangd and pc- 

wer of ſinne, he is an alien to the Chureh, even whiles he 

lives within the Church ; bleſſe not therefore your ſelves in | 

this, build not your ſalvation upon ſuch ſandy ground, There | 

was in Abrahams houſe a childe of the bond- woman as well | 

as of the free, they are not all ® children (faith Syint Paw) be- | m Rom.g. 
| cauſe they are Abrahams ſeed, There arc within the houſe of 

the viſible Church, children of Hagar as well as of Sarah; | 

they who are the bondmen of corruption, as well as they 

who are the Lords free-men. Mans outward participation 

of Gods Ordinances is no affured evidence of his inward par- 
ticipation of Chriſt Jeſus : The hearts of Exekzc/s hearers | » Ezck.z3. 31 
went after their ® coveronſneſſe ; Hered lived in” inceſt when | 0 Mar 6. 

he attcaded the miniftery of the Baptiſt ; the Sadduces were | 
a very « row of þ vipers, when they came to the Bap- | 
tifſme of bn; the very City of Jeruſalem, even whiles it had 
the glorious name and title of Gods Church, was become an |, ,- . 
q karlot, her filver was become drofſe, and her wine mixt : 2 
with water, It is aneaſier thing to wait on Gods Ordinan- 
ces, then it is to lay aſide our corruptions. Mens outward 
profeſtion is not alwaycs ſeconded with a ſpirituall change |, , odg.$+23 
and reformation. Jetber had at ſword, but he had no ſtrength, fax 
no courage to draw it, tofſlay Zeba and Za/mwma with it, 
Many have the Word and Sacrament, the Oracles of God, 
the Sword of the Spirit ; but they have no heart to uſe them, 
they doe not apply them to the mortificationof their _— 
tions. It is not the having, but the gracious working of t 
word of God, which proves a man to be the childe of God. 
The lame man lay many yeares at © Betherda, his lameſhip | -1okn g.4.5, 
not cured z many live many yeares within the pale of the | ; 
Church, under the powerfull miniſtery of the word, and yet 

no ſpirituall cure —_—_—_ upon their ſoules ; the diſeaſe of | 

finne till continues and mcreaſes upon them : Doe not there» | 

fore boaſt and glory that you are the children of the Church, | 

as the Phariſees ſometimes boaſted, that rhey were the t cbi/- Toby 8, 
dren of «Abraham ; for as Chriſt ſaid tothem,if you were the | 
children of Abraham you would doc the workes of qr | 

RY Thus 


þ Mat. 3, 


—_—_ 
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| 
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| 


| 
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:.Carnall man 
iiving within 
the Charch, 1s 
1. An unbelic- 1 
ver. 

| 


| 


2An nates 


tes 


| 


3. A dcfilerof 
lacred things, 


' ment, 
: 


| 4-A ſeandall | 

; toche Church. liveft ; thou arta blenaſh to the Chriftian name, as an vicer 
to the face, as a dead member to the body z for through fuch, 

| as the Apoltle faith, the name of God blaſphemed ; miſlivi 
| Og ron 
\5-Greaceſtron. : Laſtly, be aſſured thy comdenmation will areft,thy tor- 
demnation. | ment the ſevcreſt ; av that come to Heaven by 
their ng and profeſſion, and Ps "age x 


has if you genuine 

Church, you would doc the works of them, that ofthe 
Church and childrenof God; and be aſſured of this, though 
thou live within the pale of the Church, yet if thou live 
CITY ne luſt, thou arr, 

. An wnheleever, thou receivelt not Chriſt into thy ſoule, 
thou buildeſ not upon the rocke, but upon the ſand, and thou 
wilt Ginke at the laſt ; for faith where it is, is viRorious, it 
| overcomes Satan, the world, and every luſt, it purifics the 
heart, and makes man a holy Templc to the Lord, it over- 
turnes all the holds of ſinne, it drives all baſe luſts out of the 
heact, as Chriſt overturned the Tables, and drove the buycrs 
and ſcllers ont of his Fathers houſe, 

mr tr dns 1 hypocrite, a curſed counterfeit , a 
bre, fallof dead mens bones within, like "bn 
[onto rawopoyy oe” of a man, and the haire of a Woman 
—_ but the reeth of @ Lyon Within, and the taile of a bcar- 

pion behind : Thus thou haſt the face of 2 Chriſtian 
re rs yet thou haſt the rapine of a Lyon, and the poiſon of 
a Scorpion, che venome of all fnne wichin, and wilt have the 
portion of an hypocrite at laſt. 

3+ Thee art + dr f doingofacred, in chaſer of Gade 
one that turneſt the meanes of life into an ecca- 
 fion of death ; the cvill herbe turned the on 
 potof death 5 theevill of finne ſwayi 
the word of life imechefrczaed dank ; Like the ſpider, 
| thou ſackeſt out of the flower of that Word and Sacra- 
in it fclfe is ſweeter then the honey, or the 
honcy- combe. | 

4. Thon arta ſcandall to the Church of Chriſt where thou 


—_— —— 


—_ ——_— 


—— —_— 


| 2s | 


| $S anttification makes a Chriftias. 

the life and of godlinefſe, ſhall finke loweſt into hel, 
and drinke of the cup of Gods vengeance ; To fuch| 
therefore our Saviour faith, ir ſhall be rafter for Sodome and 
Gomorrah #» the day of 1ndgement then for them, 

4. Are all prophane men aliens to the Church of Chrift,' 4.Fxhortation 
though they live within the pale thereof ? Then let all fach *© the purring | 
as live within the Church, learne by this, to purge ont, and *?y vt fn. 
put away all prophanenefle, to ſearch and fecke for, and fur- | 
niſh themſelves with all ſaving gifts and graces, the proper 
charaQers of rhe hiving nos}. of the true Church of 
Chriſt, knowing «$the Apoſtle faith, that he is nor 4 JeW who | 
u one outwardly, neither 14 that Circumcifion which w eurward in | 
the fleſh;bwt he i 4 Tew Which 1s one imwardly, Whoſe Cireumeiſion | 
that of the heart, in the Spirit, and not in the Letter, whoſe 
praiſe 14 nov of men, but of God, It is not mans naked (fron 
cf Chriſt, but his inward anRification that makes him atrne 
Chriſtian, and holineſſe is the honourable and inſeparable A- 
inut of Chriſts Church, called by the Apoſtle a Chareh * of s i Cor.14.33- 
Saints ; becauſe Chriſt who is the head of this Church is| 
holy, and makes them partakers of his holineſſe, ſeparates ' 
them from rhe world by a holy calhng, commits his holy | 
word unto them, cauſcth it to dwell in them, and beſtowes | 
| bis holy Spirit upon them, and works holinefle within them; | 


TT IE CO —_ 


body naturall are conformed to the head ; and as we are ſti- 
\ Ued the Brideof Chriſt, folet us feele in our hearts the ſweet 
and heavcnly motienof the holy Spirit, the pledge of Chriſt 


love ++ 


Ws 


376 


| 


Carnall Mas a ftranger to the Covenant. 
love ; and as the Bridegroome /overb, cloatherh, adorneth and 
defendeth his Bride, thus let us labour to diſcerne Chriſts 
ſhedding abroad his love into our hearts, cloathing us with 
his rightoouſneſſ:,adorning us with his graces,and defending 

us by his bleſſed power, and preſence ; and as we are called 

children of /ghr,ſo let the light of grace in us, like the light in 

the firmament, (ſhine more and merc unto the perfect day ; 

the more we ſhinc in holineſs, the more /Weerneſſe (hall we 
find in Geds Ordinances, the greater tranquility (hall we! 
have in our owne conſciences, the more amiable (hall we be | 
in the cycs of Chriſt Jcſus, the more Shall we beavrific the 

Church of Chriſt, whereof we are members;and as the veſſels 
of the tranſportative Tabernacle were at length tranſlated in-' 
to Solomens Temple, fo ſhall we after our ambulatory and 
mutable condition in the Church militant, be tranſlated to 
reſt, and reigne far ever in the Church triumphant. 


Cuayry, XV. 


hay Sarnali Mans eftrangement from the Cove- 


TP third Alienation, declaring the miſery of carnall and 
finfull man, is an Alienation from the Cevenants of God, 
termed ſtrangers from the Covenam: of promiſe. Mans happi- 
a is built —_— _ _ page; the 

ers to this iſe are t un of all per- 
Can men are aliens to Chriſt, to t - pg 
Power t, to Chriſts common-wealth, and to all the preroga- 
tives and priviledges thereof; frangers to the Covenants of pro- 
ms/e made inand h Chriſt .; Ged made; and oftcn re- 
newed, and repeated his Covenants and promiſes with the 


Iraclitith le, concerning their ſalvation in and 

Chriſt.In the beghningrhe Lord made this Covenant wik 
our firſt Parents, ing that the w ſeed of the woman, 
which is Chriſt, d breake the ſcrpents head ; the Lord 


members of 


1 


| 


| 


renewedit with Alrabaw, am hs feed, ſing, /* wil ft 
bo 


Ha 2 
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| 


j6 Carnal Man a ſtranger 16 the Covenant, 


"—_—_— 


bliſh my Covenant betWeen me and thee, and thy ſeed aſier thee in 
their g:nerations for an everlaſting Coven ant to be a God wnto 
thee, and thy ſeed after thee ; and of! the Ifraelitiſh people in this 
reſp:t, ſpeaks Moſer, Wont Nation u there ſo great who hath 
God ſo nigh unto them, 45 the Lord our Godu in all things that 
We cal upon him for, and What Nation ts there ſo great that 


bath Statutes ani Fudgements ſo righteous as all this Law Which 


1 ſet before you this day, Now to theſe Statutes, Oracles 


an&Promilzs, the Gentiles before .the comming of Chriſt 
were ſtrangers, they no way appertained to them ; and to the 
faving fruit and benefit of this Covenant of Grace, Salvation 
and eycrlaſting life, all profane men ſince the comming of 
Chriſt, remaining without Chriſt, being no living Members 
of the myſticall body of Chriſt , no loyall SubjzAs in the 
comman-wealth of Chriſt : To this Covenant, I fay, they 
continue ſtrangers : it doth not appertaine unto rhem, 
they cannot clatme Salvation by it : Whence obſerve, 
That, 

All corrupt an1 carnall perſons are Rlrangers to Gods Co- 
venant of Grare and Salvation in and thorourh Chriſt Jeſma : 


cluded from the Tree of life ; man feeding upon, and fil- 
ling himſclfe with the forbidden fruit of ſinne, is excluded 
from Chrift, and all the promiſes of God in Chriſt, and all 
benefit comming by Chriit, Unto the Y wicked, to the man 
whoſe hcart is empty of grace, void of the true feare of God, 
and farre from the life and power of godlineſſe, God faith, 


eAdam tceding upon the Tree of forbidden fruit, was cx- | 


— — 


[ 


Has | 
| 


| 


' 
: 


| 


Dot, 


yÞPlalgo.rs. 


What haſt thou to doe to declare my Statutes, to talke of my 
Dodrine, or of the rules and wayes of my worſhip, or 
that thou ſhouldeſt take my covenant into thy month, that thou | 


|that ſacred people, whom 1 have adopted to my {:Ife by 
peculiar Covenant ; or that thou ſhouldeſt expe Salvati- 
onby my free and gracious promiſe, wherein thou hat no 
intereſt ; Such as keepe not Gods precepts, pr-.ſume in 
vaine of Salvation by Gods promiſe ; he that obſerves not 
Gods Commandement, hath nothing to doe with Gods 


A— 


ſhouldeſt vaunt and boaſt thy ſclfe to be of the number of 


| Covenant ; Therefore ſuch men though they live wing | 
t 


— 


——— 
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378 Carnall (Man a ftranger to the Covenant, 


; Nun.40.10. |the pale of the Church are termed * Rebels, rebellious children 
If.30.1. and a rebellious houſe ; a Rebell chough he live within the king- 
kzekgvs, | dome, yet hath nothing to doe with the priviledges of the 
kingdome, thele belong to the loyall and obedient Subj<Rs 
4 Deut.2 1,10, of t [» Kingdoine : under thc Law a * rehellions $onne, though 
| he hada place of abode in his Fathers Houle, yet bad he no ti- | 
tle to his Fathers goods, nor toany imimunitics belonging to | 
| the Houſe, but being itubborne and tebellions, a glutton or a | 
| drunkard, one that would not obey 11s Fathers voyce, he 
| was to be ſtoned to death : Protane and carnall men though | 
” I | they live and have their abode within the pale of Chritts | 
| Church , yet rebelling ag\inſt Chriſt, breaking the baud: in | 


"" ſwndey, and caſting away the cords of Gods Law from them, | 
| being ſtubborne and rebellious, and refuling to obey the voyce | 
| , of the Lord, the Priviledges of Chriſts Kingdome, the Co- 

| yenant of ſalvation by Chriſt, ap»ertaines not unto them, 
bHeb1.8. | Sometimes they are termed ® baſtards ; baltards have a place 
| within the houſe with ſonnes, but the inheritance belongs 
; not unto them; /bmaecl had a place in Abrahams houle with | 
| Iſaac, yet being the ſohne of a bond- woman, the inheritance 
came not tohim, but te //a«c ; thus carnall men not being | 
regencrate and borne vt God, not being the genuine and true | 
children of God, but hypocrites and bend-mecu to Satan, and 
their owne luſts, they are no heyres nor co-heyres with 
Chriſt, they arc ſtrangers to the Covenant of grace. Of them | 
therefore the Lord ſaith, that they © /iks men, or like Adam. | 
have tranſqreſſed my Covenant, and have made fortciture of | 
all, 2s Adam did, or they bave tranſgreficd my Covenant, as 
the covenant of a man , regarding their covenant with me no 
more then a covenant betweene man and man, azd they have 
W . dealt treacherouſly againſt me ; they have flcighted me, they 
have not delired friend'/hip and confortſhip with me ; but 
| they havedepraved my werſhip and apoſtatized from mee, 
dler.z2 %. andot fuchthe Prophet Feremy faith, T hey * have forſaken the 
AR | Covenant of the Lord thew God, as the Harlot 1n Salomon 
| 


s Hel,5.7. 


y_— — + —_ 


forſooke the guide of her youth, and forgat the Covenant of 

her God ; thus theſe men committing {pirituall fornication 

| [with the world, fortake Chriſt, the gud of ther foules,and 
orger 


—W— 
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Ignorance keeps ont of Covenant, 


CA IO ORR 


| forget the Covenant of their God, become altogether un» 


mindfull of that new obedience, which they have vowed 
and promiſed, loſing all claime and title unto, and cuting 
themſclves of all the benefit which the Covenant of God im- 


venant of God, and refuſe to walke in hu Law and to this Saint 
Ton ſpeaks tully, If We ſay that we have fellowſhip with C brift, 
interctt in Chriſt, communion with Chriſt, promiſe of ſal- 


PRESnG prophancly ; we /ye and doe not the truth, we deceive 
our {.lves, we preſume of intercit in Chriſt, and claime to. 
| Gocs promiſe, which belongeth not unto us, The prophane 
mans eſtrangement from the Covenant of God is mani» | 


feſt. | 


of entring into Covenant with God, All carnall men are ig- 
norant men, the 8 natural man receiveth not the things of God, 


eye, perceives not ſpirituall things ; where there is no ſu- 
tableneſſe between the fence and the thing to be perceived, | 
there 1s no perception, according to the Logicians rule, quic- | 
= recipitur, recipitur ad modum recipients. The naturall man 
aving no ſpirituall eye, no principle of heavenly and facred 
light within him, he cannot truly and faringly. perceive the 
things of God : Of ſuch therefore the Plalmilt faith, they 


hers of iniquity have no knoWledge ; they know not their /onnes, 
as a ſicke man his diſcaſc, grieving for them, complaimng 

of them, and defiring caſe and freedome from them ; they | 
know not their nakedneſſe, and emptineſle of all ſpirituall | 
good, dcfiring tobe tilled with the good things of God, as. 
Hagar knew the emptineſſe of her bottle, and wept for wa- 
ter ; they know not their neceſſity of Chriſt, hungring and 

thirſting after him, as the Elders of Gilead knew their ne- 
ccſlity of /eptha, and deſired him to be their Captaine, and! 
made him head over them ; they know not God, as a Father| 


_ 


nn 


| 


vation by Chriſt, and 'walke in dar kreſſe, live (infully, and f 1 lohn 1.6. 


1, In regard of Ignorance, which makes them uncapable ©r9496s of 


carnall mans 
eltrangement 
irom the C o- 


they are foo/i/Þneſſe unto him, neither can he know them, be» venant. 
cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. He that wants a bodily 1-Ignorance. 
eye,diſcernes not bodily things ; he that wants a fpirituall £* ©9r 3-14, 


are all rone aſide, they * are altogerber become filthy, all the wor- bPlal,14 3,4. 


porteth, becauſe as the Pſalmiſt faith, rhey © keep mor the ('o» e Pal 58.10. | 


ca Natwrall man ver) ignorant. | 


—— 


' 0 3 COr.1:20, 


——— 


ir Sam.11.3. 
k 3 Cor. 44+ 


[ler.g 04,15. 


1m Ifa.5 45,13 


alersg 1.34, 


of mercics pardoning them ; they know not { #ri#t,as a Pro- 
phet initroating them, as a Pricſt ſanAftying them, as a 


' ding them, as dew ſoftning their hearts, as fire purging their 


regenerating them, as a Phyſician healing them, as a King 


Prince of peace ruling within them, and reconciling God 
unto them ; they know not the word of God, as a light gui- 


ſoules, as food nouriſhing and ſtrengthening them in all 
grace, and being thus ignorant, they arc farre from Gods 
Covenant ; fuch blinde men are in covenant with Satan the 
Prince of darknefſe : Nahaſe the Ammonite would not make 
a covenant with the men of [abeſs Gilead ; but on this con- 
dition, that he might i chr»ſ# ont all their right eyes, The God 
of this world, the Devill, * blinds the eyes of the under ſtanding 
of all that are in covenant with him, rbar che gloriows light 
the Gofell may not ſhine into them ; but ſuch as arc in cove- 
nant with God, are men of knowledge and ſacred underſtan- 
ding : God gives them the meancs of knowledge outward- 
ly,and works knowledge in them inwardly : / "am married 
wnto you (laith the Lord) there is his covenant with them, 
and I will give you Paſtors according to mine owne heart, 
which ſhall feed you with knowledge and underſtanding, 
there is the miniſtration of the meanes of knowledge to 
them, Thy maker (faith the Prophet) « thy ® hucband, there 
is the covenant of wedlock between God and his Chu:chand 
all thy children ſpall be taught of God, there is the inward 1llu- 
mination of thejr underſtanding ; and againe, this faith the 
Lord ſhall be the covenant that I will make with the houſe of 
Iſracl, I will" put my Law in their inward parts, and Write it in 
their hearts, and they ſhall all knoW me from the leaſt of them unto 
the greateſt of them, Naturall fooles are unfit to enter cove- 
nant with men, ſpirituall fooles are as unfit for Gods cove- 
nant, there is no communion between light and darknefle, 
there.is no covenant,no fellowſhip between God, who dwels 
in light inacceſſable, and them that arc overwhelmed with 
the darknefſe of ignorance. 

2. In regard of Alienation fflom (rift the foundation of 
the ('ovenant. All the promiſes of grace and ſalvation are in 


Chriſt, in him they are ® Tea and Amen, {urc and ccrtaine, 


—_—— 


— —— —_— 


| 
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Enmity againſt God, 

firm and durable ; incline your care, and come unto me ( faith 
the Lord) heare and your ſoulc ſhall live, and I will make an 
everlaſting covenant with you, even the © ſure mercies of Da- 
| vid, which is Chriſt, in and through whom God ſhewes him- 
| ſelfe a father of mercies to all beleevers : Ye (faith Saint Pe- 
' tex) are the chilaren 4 of the Prophets, and of the Covenant, 
| which God mage with onr fathers, ſaying unto eAbraham, 
| And in thy ſced (hall all the kindreds of the carth be bleſſed, 
| Vnto you hiſt God having raiſed up his Sonne Jeſus, /enr bims 
40 bleſſe yow in turning away every one of you from your iniqui- 
{#ies ; God communicates all bleflings through Chriſt Jctus, 
every thing turnes to a curſe to him that is without Chriſt, 
'the choiſcit Near proves bitter as gall to him that hath not 
| Chriſt to ſweeten the ſame unto him : Now every prophane 
| man is ' withowe Chriſt, an enemy to the Croſſe of Chriſt, a 
 deffiſer of the Docrine of Chrilt,an oppoſer of the Kingdome 
of Chriſt, no friend of Chriſt, no trae member in Chrift, no 
| lively ſtone built upon Chriſt the living ſtone ; and being out 
'of Chriſt,they are (trangers to Gods gracious promile, | 
3. Inregard of Emmity againſt God, who is the Authour 

| of the covenant, and the fruition and enjoyment of whom 
| is the ſupreame ſubſtance, and comfort of the covenant, the 
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p Ila.y5-3. 


q ACS 3,35,26 


r Eph.s 12, 
Rom,is 18, 
Liik,16.1 4. 
Luk.19.14- 


| Chicfeſt and choiſcſt good ofthe ſoule of man, * They fball be [Iere31.39. 


| my people, and 4 Will be their God, ſaith the Lord,and 1 Will make 
| an everlafting Covenant With thew : 1 will be their God, ſaith 
he, I will be all inall untothem ; I will be their King to 
command them, their Father to make proviſion for them, 
their Husband to marry them, their Friend to ſolace them, 
their (hield and buckler to prote& them, their Captaine to 
fight for them, to vanquiſh all that doth oppoſe them, the 
t ffrength of their heart, and their portion for ever, as the Plal- 
miſt {peakes. Now carnall men are without God, alienated 
from the life of God ; and as our Saviour aid in another caſe, 
God is not a God of the dead,but of the living:ſoin this caſe, 
he is not the God of them that are dead in linne, but of them | 
that lire the life of grace, Prophane men are aliens and ene- 
mies to God by their evill works, haters of God, hating him ; 


in 


| — c—— 


in his Lawes of holineſſe which he hath preſcribed to them ; | 
Ft 


t Plal.7 $36, 


Eph4et $. 
Mate33-3 2, 


 Col.1. 24. 


—— 
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Rom.8. 7. 


PRE—— 


Rom. 1. 29. 


| in his works of holineſſe upon the ſoules of his children,and 
| inthe holy labours of his faithfull and holy Miniſters, and ha- 
| Ying enmity againſt God, they have nothing to doe wi h the 
, covenant of God. 

| 4. Inregard of Agreement With /inne, which is the breach | 


of the Covenant ; Carnall man and finne are at a very full a- | 


| 


Agreement with Sin, | 
| 


reement, with this they agree as the palate with ſweet meat, | 
Bs Prov.g 17. }. 


olne \ waters ((iith Salomon) are ſweet, and bread eaten in | 
fecret 18 pleſfant ; with this their hearts accord, as the hand | 
with the glove, the care with the mulicke, the foot with a 
plaine path, or the fiſh with the water, it is no burthen, no 


ylov 'SL 16, 


- ip Rom 4 5. 


XxX 2Y, Q-2}3., 


'trouble to them, their foot is » /wift to run this race, it is a 


x ort to them to doc evill, you drink up wiquity like > Water, 


Ila 28.18, 


- 


Eph.1.43. 


x ler. 11,10, 


4 Tohn 25.4. 


bRom 8 15. 
£1 Cor.1.z1, 


it isthe centre to which they move, it is the element where» 
4n they deſire and delight to live. Now finne is the breach of | 
the covenant bet ween God and the ſoule, as adultery breaks | 
the covenant of wedlocke between man and wife, They are | 
© txrued backs ((aith the Lord) to the iniquity of their Fathers, 
and hive broken my covenant, Raigning prophanenefſe un- | 
doubtedly excludes man from Gods promiſe ; he that is, as | 


| the Prophet ſpeakes, at an agreement with death, and in cove- | 


nant with Hell, ſinning ſecurely, and without feare, cannot | 
be 1n covenant with God ; he that is not afraid to off-nd God, 
cannot be at peace with God. | 
5+ Inregard of the ab/exce of the Spirit, the principall ap- 
plying cauſe of the covenant and promiſe to the fouls of 
man : He (faith our Saviour of the Spirit) 4 fall receive of 
mine , and ſhall ſhew it wito you ; that is, the Spirit (hall 
make application unto you of the benefits which come by 
me ; he (hall make my death eff:Quall to mortifie your luſts, 
and my bloud ctticacious to purge away your finne, and my 
reſurreRion powerfull to revive and quicken your ſoules ; be 
(hall make you partakers of all the promiles, tavours and bleſ- 
fings of God, diſpenſed through mee to man ; and for this 
the Spirit is called the Spirit of * adoprion, aſſuring us of the 
fatherly love of God in Chriſt tow ards us : The © earneſt and 
Seale of our inheritance, aſſuring us of our ſalvation through | 
Chriſt : Now carnall m2" are deſtitute of the Holy-Ghoſt, | 


as Dh - 


 - 
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4 " Uoldof faith ® 


——_———— 


the Spirit as a &»eler poſſ:lling them, as a teacher inſtructing 

them, as water wafhing them, and having not the Spirit of 

God, they have nothing to due with the © Covenant of God, © Rom.8.g. 

\becauſe God gives his Spirit toallſuch as he reccives into his 
Covenant, 

6, In regard of the wax? of faith and obedience, the condi- 

tion of the covenant on mans behalfe. The promiſe is made 

to them that beleeve, f received throwgh faith, and they Which 4 Gal.3-9. 

| be of the faith are bleſſed with faithful Abraham (futh the M10 

| Apoſtle) And he that belceveth , faith Chrilt , ſhull be 

| ſaved, but hee that beleeveth not ſhall be damned : 

| Faith apprehends the promiſe, and purifies the heart, and. 

| makes man capable of all the promiſes of God, goalineſſe ha-| 

| wing the pr omiſe of thr liſe,, and of the life Which uu to come: Now 

'carnall man is deſtitute both of faith, and of a godly life, his 

| fait!) like Zeroboams hand is withered, he cannot reach it forth | 

| to apprehend Chriſt, and the promiſe of life in Chriſt, 

| Though carnall man live within the pale of the Church,and | 

; come to the Houſe and Table of the Lord ; yet like him in 
the Parable that came to the wedding feaſt without a wed- 

|«m garment, he hath not put on Chrift, Chrilts rightcoul- | 

| nefle doth not cloathe him, and therefore is an unwelcome 

| gueſt, the dainties there provided doe neither profit him, nor 
belong unto him ; his faith is a dead faith, it doth not pu-' g lam 3-29, 
rife him, it makes him not viRorious over Satan and the 
world ; he continues 8s a dead man inthe houſe, having no 
claime nor title to the things of the houſe : The fooliſh Vir- | M't-25- 
gins wanting oyle in their lamps were not acknowledged by 

hriſt, he dig not open to them, he gave them no admiſſion : 

Profeſſion without faith and obedience gives no intereſt in 
Chriſt, nor finds any acceptance with Chriſt ; he that breakes 
the conditions of the covenant, can juſtly claime nothing by | 
the covenant. 

The covenant from which prophane men are excluded, is 
the Covenant of grace, by which God appointeth a heavenly 
inheritance to his adopted children, through the death of his 
Sonne Jeſus Chriſt ———_— 

if The 


Mat, 3 1. 


| z8z | 
they are © ſenſual (faith Jude ) having not the Spirit ; having not 4 lude v.19, 


_ _ —_— I > | 
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in God through Chriſt, and to walke with God in newnefl? 


| 


E xplication of ("ovenant. 


Themarter of this covenant, is the promiſe of God, to be- 
come our God in Chriſt, and the promiſe of man to belecve 


of life, 
| The forme of this covenant conſiſteth ina mutuall obliga= 
tion of God to man,and of man to God : The Obie#t of this 
| covenant is properly the cle efteRually called,it 1s off:red to 
all to whom the Goſpell 1s preached, the ele& alone have the 
'trucand comfortable fruition of it. The moving cauſe of this 
' covenant is the meere mercy and free favour of God ; the im- 
pulſive cauſe hereof, is the merit of Chritt, by whoſe inter- 
ccllion alone all the cle& are reconciled unto God ; the finell 
'canſe, is the glory of God, and the ſalvation of his choſen ; 
the Adwntt of it, is perpetuity, an everlalting covenant, a 
' covenant of wedlocke which never ſhall be cnded. And to 
this covenant all corrupt and carnall men, as long as they 
| continue ſuch, are ſtrangers ; they are ſtrangers te the com- 
fortable and experimentall knowledge of it,they doenot know 
themſclyes reconciled unto God in Chriſt Jeſus ; they arc 
ſtrangers to the matter of it ; they doc not know God to be 
| their God, their treaſure, their crowne and comforter, pei- 
| ther doc they know theml(clves to. be Gods peculiar people, 
by alively faith in Godby fervent love towards God,by holy 
and humble walking,and gracious communion with(3od,nor 
by Chriſtian application of themſelves, with all cheir might 
to the ſervice of God ; and ſtrangers they are tothe fraizs and 
 cf:&s of the covenant mentioned by the Prophet Jeremy, as 
' inſcription of the Law,in-their hearts, illumination of their 
underſtandings, remilſion of their ſinnes, holy and conſtant 


Mo — 


fearenotto offznd God, ſtedfaſt perſeverance in the wayes of 


God, and divine diſpenſation of all things to worke for the 
beſt unto them, and thus they are yery uahappy ſtrangers to 
the covenants of promilſe, 


CHAP, 


of Corral fee 
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| ; Cunayr, XVI, 


D i ſplaying the miſery and wncomſort ableneſſe of Mans t- 
| | MAlatewithout the Covenant, | 


: 


| 
| [x this is very fully opened the miſery and uncomfortable- Miſery of car-l 


neſſe of every corrupt and carnall mans eſtate, Mans fole || mans e= 
' and onely hope and expeRtation of comfort, is from the free: ſtare opened, . 
| and gracious Promiſe of God in Chriſt, he hath no other | 
\ſtaffe to ſuſtaine him, naother Star to {end forth any glimpſe| 
of conſolation to him, no other well from whence to draw | He that is out 
any water of refreſhment ; yet even from this is the carnall of the Core. 
| man excluded,” he hath no intcrolt in this covenant : and ha» 232% 5» 
ving no intereſt in this covenant ; He is 1. A ſtranger to Chrift ,* oe 
and to thatſalvation which cometh by Chrit ; Chrif laveth  , Rom.4.39. 
' onely ſuch as come within the covenant, the © Promiſe of fal- 
| vation by Chriſt is tothem whom God faall call, from death 
' tolife, from darkneſſe tolight, from bondage to liberty, and 
| from uncleanneſſe to holineſſe, according tothat of the Lord 
i by the Prophet to cur Saviour, 7 the Lord have i called thee, ia 42,6, 
to the Office of a Mediatour ; in righteonſneſſe, my Jnſtice 
| moving me to fulfill my gracious Promiſe ; 1 Will hold thine | 
| hand, 1 will helpe thee, 1 will miniſter Rrengen unto thee, to 
; fulfill this office ; 1 Will kzepe thee, from ſuffering untill the! 
| time appointed, and in thy tutcring that thou deſpaice not ; 
and give thee for a Covenant, a Mcdiatour of the people, and 
a light, a Saviour to the Gentiles ; to open the blind eyes, to ct 
| lighten their underſtandings by the preaching « fthe Golpell; | 
| fo bring out the priſoners ow the priſon, and them that ſit in 
| darkneſſe from the priſon- houſe, to (et mine cle fiee from ' 
| the power of Satan, dominion of fin and teare of Hell ; Now | 
| carnall men whore without the covenant have not Chriſt a; 
Mediatour reconciling them to God, an cnlightner of their | 
underſtandings, nor a reſtorer of their foules to ſpirituall | 
F f 3 free- 
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| 


1, A ſtranger) 


| 
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k 3 Sam 14.32 
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10% the right hand and on the left, faith the Lord ; thou ſhalt 


"7 ny am. 00 it. 
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Emprineſſeofteavenly gift, | 
freedome : Chriſt is not unto them < quickning them, a 

Rocks {upporting them, Righteonſneſſe cloathing them, a 

Hutband marrying them, and a Fownraine filling them ; but 

they are without Chriſt, as a Houſe without a Foundation, as 

Members without a Head, as Captive: wi:hout a Ranſomer, 

and as 2 forſaken Woman without a Husband : The woman 

which 13 not under the covenant of wedlock, hath no Hus- 

band ; the ſoule which is not under the covenant of 
grace, hath no ] cſus, no Deliverer, no Salvation by Chriſt, 

2, He remaines empty of all firituall and beavenly gifts, 
his ſcule is an empty houſe, wherin dwels no good thing ; 
he is a ſtranger to all Gods gracious and ſoule-faving commu- 
nications ; he that is not in eovenant with the King, that 
refaſeth the Oath of Allegiance to the King, is excluded from 
communion with the King, and from all ſuch Preroga- 
tives and favours, as the King grantsto them that arc in co- 
venant with him ; ſach as arc not in covenant with God, 
lke-«Hbſolow in another caſe, carmot ſee the k Kings face, 
the face of God doth net ſhine but frowne upon them ; they 
fit in darkeneſſeand the ſhadow of death, God doth not re- 
veale himſelfe clearely and gracionſly unto them ; the great | 
things of his Law are a | ſtrange thing unto them : Gahave 
no diſcerning of the things of God, the Lord ſends them a- 
way ® empty from his houſe and from his Ordinances, after 
their long living within the pale of the Charch, and long at-| 
tendance upen the Goſpell, and often being at the Lords feat? | 
of marrow and of fat things, they continue like Pharaohs leanc 
kin? after their cating the fat,as leanc as ever, blind, poore,na- 
hed, miſerable and © Wrerched, as Chriſt ſpeaketh. Gods gra- 
ces are diſpenced with his Covenant ; thow ſaalt breake forth 


—— — — _————_ 


multiply abundantly and be very fruitfull, a mother of many 
ſpiritmll children, there is the fraitfulnefſe of the Church; 


for thy maker i thy hucband, there 18\'Gods Covenant; the 
ſoules wedlock with the Lord Jeſus is ever attended with 
fpirituall fruitfullneſſe ; but the ftrangers to this Co- 
yenant,continue barren, ltke a Woman without a Husband. 

3- Hee is withowr the Lords grations and ſure protettion : 


| es 0d 


—_— 
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| Withous proteftion, Witheut title to any bleſſings, 387 | 

God is _—_ and a vw > to o_ that _ _ his ou ; Without (ups 

nant, that wa/ke ? wprightly, as the P/almi 6; to theſe! P*rianion 

heis a wall of ond cout them, theſe he keepeth as the Y -y- "_ 

apple of his eye; theſe he watercth like a Vineyard every mo», Wa _ 

ment, and keeperh them day and night leaſt any hurt them ; but 

them that are without his covenantyhe leaveth them as a Vias; | 

yard without an hedg,as a flock without a Shepheard, &a City , rom. 1,44, 

without a Watch-man;theſe the Lord keaveth to their 4 fins, as r Plal.1og,6, 

a fick-man to his diſeaſe, to" Satan, as a wandring Sheepe to 

the Lyon, as a barren ficld to the wilde Boare and Beaſt of *1cr.34-18,10 

the Forreſt, theſe he leaveth to their ( enemics to ſpoyle 

them ; theſe haveno hiding place under the ſhadew of Gods 

wings, when dangers doe aflault them : The men of the old; 

world which were without the Arke were left to the watcrs 

to ſwallow them, they that are without the Covenant of 

God in Chriſt are lyable toadeluge of wocs and muſerics to! 

ſurprize them. | 4 W:thouttitle 
4. He is without all ſpiritual claine and title to any bleſſing: 

The woman which is not in matrimoniall covenant with the 

Maſter of the houſe, hathnotitle to the things of the Houſe, | t Heb.1. 3. 

| Chriſt isthe theire of al things ; hethat is nor in covenant 

with Chriſt, not marricd to Chriſt, though he hath a civ{ll| 

right in reſpet of men, yet hee hath noc ſpirituall *19k8.35. 

right in reſpe& of Chrilt toany thing ; God as a beuntikull 

Maſter feeds him as a © ſervant, but he poſſ-fſ=th nothing as a 

$on, he can claime nothing, he enjoycs nothing as a Son, an 

Heyre and Co-heyre with ] clus Chrilt. 5. Without 
5. Heis without the #eſſing of God, Gods bl-ſing goes *(Þ0s- 

JF. his Covenant, T hey ( faith St. Pax/ ) which are of the, he To ab | 


w Faith, true beleeyers, partakers of the Covenant, they are | 
"7 a0 with faithfull Abraham ; they are bleſi-d as inthe Paw | 
fification of their foulcs, ſo in their perſons, in their poſſeſſcon, | | 
1m their civill and religious performances, and in all their /affe- | 
ringsand ſeverall changes; but ſuch as are without the Cove-' , If 109.17, 
nant ara* farre from bleſſing ; The nrath of God (faith St. y lob 3.36, 
John) abideth on them : on their perſons, on their poſſeili- I 16.22.19, 
ons, on their undertakings ; the Lord ſers his * face againſt | 
'them for evill and not for good, that which is good in it (clte, 
Ft 4 turnes 


— 
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| 6 Without 


Covenant, 


Mwcks or cha- -tShrmgn : 
[As joy bed mitzry in being without it ; ſhould occaſion cvery 


ing within the Man to examine his own? eſtate inthis behalte, and ſtrive to 


Charatters of Aeon within the (ovenant. | 


em ER 


— — 


[curſe, as the meat of diſeaſed bodies turnzs to cvill humours : 
their very Table becomes their f.1are, yes, the word of life be- 
comes to them the favour of death unto death, and Chriſt 
[himſelfe who is the way, the trath and the life, becomn:s a 


6, He is without peace ; there is no peace ( faith the Pro- 
phet ) ro the Wicked; no ſpirituall, no true peace tothem that 
are not within the Covenant of peace ; they are as the tofl-d | 
Sea which hath no reſt, but is in continuall agitation calting | 

up mire and dirt ; there is gravell in their bread which makes | 
| it bread of ſorrower to them; there is a thorne in their bed, | 
which cauſeth th- 1r lcepe to depart from them ; with Bed. | 
| hazy t have a hand- writing appeares in the wall of their 

| Banquetting-houſe, which turnes their merry fealting into 
diſmal! feare and trembling, and in the midſh of their Piet. 
ency they are in ſtraights ; there 1s a worme within them 
continually biting and gnawing th:m, cauſing their hearts to 
meditate terrour : the thought of God is terrible to them, az 
the thought of a ſevere Judge to a guilty malcfaFor; the 


turnes for evill unto them, their very bleſli1gs turn= to a | 


ſtone of ſtumbling and a rocke of off:nce. | 


'thouzht of the Word aft-ights them, as the light a theefe, 
| _ ſtolne goods about him : and by this you may in part 
| at leaſt diſcerne the uncomfortablenedl: of their eſtate who are 
' without the Covenant, 


| — 


| Cnae. XVII. 


 Propoſing certaine markes and charatters of mans being 
| mithinthe Covenant, 


| Arnall mans eſtrange-ment from the Covenant of grace, 


find in himſelf ſound an4 cleare evidence of his tntercſt in this 
Covenant, which may be diſcerned, 
| + 1. By 


— 


him,in their imaginations to thinkupon him, intheir aff:Qions | 


> 


T1, By Gods being all in all to man; this is a prime par + 
cell ot the Covenant, / will be their God ; the husband is to the : 
woman joyned in matrimoniall covenant with him,inſtcad of | 
all and more then all other men;God is to him that is in cove- 
nant with him, inſtead of al ather things,as £/khara {id to Han 
nah, _— ro thee better then ten ſons ;thus is (50d to the foals 
eſpouſed to him, better then allthings, toſuch a one God is a 
Father regenerating, a Sun cnlightning, a dweller poſſ:(fing, | 
a King commanding, aGuide leading, a Treaſure coriching, 
a Friend comforting, and a Fountaine filling ; he is ſuch a 
foules /wmmum bonwm ; his (ſhield for defence, his rocke for : 
ſupportment , his Counſellour for advice, his Paradiſe for 
comforts, his Bridegroome for love, his Friend for commu: ' 
nion, and his Portion for ſatisfaction ; he is able to fay, hom | 
have } in Heaven but thee, and there 14 none npon Earth that | 
1 deſire beſider thee, my fleſh and my heart faileth, but God 
the flrength of my heart and my portion Fr ever, God his 
making himſelfe ours, inthe way of ſanaiticnion, (atisfaRtion 
and ſolrituall comfort, is a ſweet aſſurance of our being with- 
in his Covenant, 

2. By mans full application of himſelfe to God ; this is a- 
nother branch of the Covenant, they fall be my people : Sehol- 
lars in my Schoole learning my will ; ſervants in oy Rouge 
doing my worke ; Souldiersin my army fighting my battels ; 
Subiets in my Kingdome receiving my Lawes, and ſtudy- 
ing thecxaltation of my name; Children in my Family abi- 
ding in my houſe, delighting in my preſence, and rejoycing 
in their communion with me ; and trees of Righteouſneſle 
in my Orchard, bringing forth all their fruit to me; they ſhall | 
be all that they are unto me, asa wife 1s what ſhe is unto her | 
husband, bringing forth children unto her husband, and ca» 
ring how to pleaſe her hasband : thus they who are in cove- 
nant with God, ſtrive tobeall that they are nato God, doe ; 
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| 8. God all in 


all ro man, 


2 Full pplic 
t10n of man t 
God, 


all for God, their fall and conſtant care 1s how to pleaſe God, | » z Car.&.19. 


they are *not their own;they live not after their own fancy,they | 


in their underſtandings to know bim,intheir wils to intend | 


to 


| intend not themſelves in what they do,but they are theLords, | - 


| 
| 


| 
| 


re nn eo eat 
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»Rem.14 8, 


c Tocl. 2.48, 


e Toh. 1-4, 
Ezck,36.25- 


ſMar. 4.16, 


1 loh.g.24. 


Joh.1.3%:35- 


| 


tCor,r.1; 


bRom,8,1,14. 


to feareand truſt him, to love and rejoyec in him, in their 
tongues to ſpeake of him and plead for him, in their hands to 
work that which is good and honourable unto God,and in all | 
{their abilities therewith to honour him, proltrating all under | 
the feet of God, referring and uſing all to the glory of God, | 


ving as Gods {crvants, framing the whole way and order of | 


| whole life to the glory of God, andreſting in all the labours 


the time of their diſſolution, firmly depending upon God in 
'the hourc of their change, heartily deſiring that God may be 
| glorified by their death, and reſting fully aſſured, that their 


in the Covenant of God, hath the Spirit of God 


He that a in the (ovenant hath the Spirit. 


b wing and dying (as the Apoſtle faith ) wave the Lord, li- | 
their life according to Gods preſcription, referring their 


and troubles of their life upon God, with a firme conhdence, 
being afſurcd that God takes care for them, and dying as Gods 
peculiar people, paticntly ſubmitting to the hand of God in 


death (hall be an entrance into cternall life ; he who 
thus fully applics himſclf to God, may afſurc him(ſclf of his be- | 
ing in covenant with God, 

3- By mans participation of the ſpiritnall and beaventy be- 
nefits which the covenant comprehendeth, as, F 

1. The oa mpg Spirit, it is 27 Lords omen to 

© pawre ont bus Speris all fleſh, to par bu Spirit within us, 

and to caulc us 2g ke in his —————_ that os 1s with- 

ckning 

ef 


and cylivening bim, as the ſoule doth enliven the 


d Toh.16.12,'3. /;ghtning and reaching bim, guiding and leading him into the 


cleare and comfortable knowledge of all truth, as the guide 
leades the Traveller into the knowledge of the way wherein 
he is to walke, regenerating and*renewing him, ſanQifying 
and cicanſmg him, as the water doth the fleſh, and the fire 
the mettall;'revea/ing Chriſt in him, and making Chriſt a | 
peare very glorious and amiable in his appreheniion, as the 
molt glorious Sun, thechoy leſt pearle, and moſt renewned 
Prince, even the faireſt of tenthouſand, making the ſoule full 


of longings after him, and fick of love towards him 3 8 «vi» 
ring and z2ynmg bim unte Chriſt as the branci1 to the vine, 
as a member to the head to be enlivened by Chriſt, and to 
| participateof all the beactits which flow from Chriſt; Þ +«4in 


and { 


—C_=. 


> 
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{with the Holy Ghaſt, the Spiritof God dwelling in him, re- 


” W—_ 


mm 
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and guiding him as a Pilot his Ship, framing and working 
his heart to an univerfall, holy and humble ſubmiſſion to the 
will of God, as the hand of the learner is guided by the tca- 
cher to write according tothe whole copy ſet before him, T'o! 
him that is within the Covenant, the Sprrit of God is a Spi- 
rit of life, mortifying the old and quickning the new man. 
Water waſhing, refreſhing and making his ſoule ſpiritually | gom.8:2, 
fruitfull. Fire, purging and conſuming bis remaining luſts, 
and making his heart to burne with love to God and man ; 
ojle of glaaneſſe, filling his ſoule with ſpirituall alacrity and 
[cheerfulnefſe, and « /cale and carneft perny, affuring him of 
bis future blifſe and peace in Heaven, and this communicati- 
on of the Spirit 1s an undoubtcd pledge of mans being within 
the Covenant. 


hens With the Saints ; all that are within the Covenant , with Saiacs, 
heve a mutuall ſweet and gracious fellowthip with God and 
ameng themſelves, That Which ,We have ſeen and heard ((aith 
S, febn) declare We unto you , that you have fellowſhip | 
With 16, and that our louis may be with the Father, and | 
bu Sonne Jeſus Chriſt : He that is within the. Covenant hath | 
communion with God the Father by «4oprtion, 3s a childe | 
with the Parent by participation , recciving, of the Fathers | 
falneſſe and bearing his Image ; by holy walking, having his | 
converſation in Heaven, walking wuth God as Enoch and | 
Noah did; by iwvocation, as a Petitioner with the King, be- 
ing adaily carneſt ſuter to the throne of grace ; by Favh, li- 
ving and walking by faith and net by ſight, and alſo by Leve, |. 
God dwelling in love, as the Apoſtle ſpeakes : Hee that is 
within the Covenant hath communion with Chriſt, by pur» 
ticipation of Chriſt and his benefits, by dwelling in Chriſt and 
Chriſt in him, being joyned with Chriſt in a ſpirituall wed- 
locke, Chriſt a&uming himintohis grace, and making him 
[a member of his body, bone of his hone and fleſh of bu fleſh, | 
as $, Pas! ſpeakes, expreſſing their neare union and ſweet 
communion with Chriſt, —_ are within the covenant of 
God : Hethat is within this covenant hath alb> communion 


fours: 


2, Aſccond benefit compriſed under the Covenant is (\9m-| z.Communioa 


> an 


| 


tt... th. tt 
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Pſal. 16.2. 
i Ioh 3.14 


on, 


3 Regenerati- 


Yeneratin? and renewing him, wieneſſing 


Communion of Saints. Regeneration, 


—— _— _—_ _— —<—  _———_ 


his adoption, helping 
his inficmity, /ea/ing up the pardon of his fin, and reftoring 
him to more {pirituall liberty and freedome ; and hee hath 


| likewiſe communion with all the Saints and faithfall Ser vans | 


of the Lord, \eing partakers of one Spirir, living members | 


| under one Head, having the ſame love, bcing of cne mind and 


CC 
— 


| of one accord, their prayers meeting mutually cach for other ! 


at one and the ſame throne of grace, ll building ty one »=le, | 
all travelling by one /ighr, all ating and moving by one Spirir, 

all feeding upon oe Word, all fighting under one Banner, all 

running oxe race, and all ſerving one Prince rt peace; they have, 
fervent love one - to another, fingular delight each in other, 
and a very {ſweet and gracious communion one with another; | 
and this holy and joyfull communion with the Saints of God| 
abundantly argues mans being within the Covenant of 
God, | 
3. A third benefit compriſed under the Covenant js Rege-| 
ncration, the ſanQifying and reſtoring our corrupt nature to 
the image of God, a worke of God in all that are within the; 
Covenant , aparcell of Gods promiſe to put bis law in their, 
inward parts, and Write it in their hearts, to make a ſuta- 

blencfle. bet weene them and his Law, to worke ſuch holines| 
in their hearts, as ſhould in ſome good proportion anſwer | 
that holinefſe which the Law preſcribeth, and this is requiſite 
to mans being within the Covenant, becauſe without this 
he cannot know God, he cannot be the friend of God, hee 
cannot pleaſe God, nor haye any communion with God | 
he that is farre from kolineſſe is farre from intereſt in Gods| 
Promiſe : The captive womanunder the Law had her appa- | 
rell changed before an 1/-ae/iriſ6 Souldier could aſſume her in- 
to a covenant of wedlock ; man under the Gofpell muſt put 
eftthe old-man and put on the new, cre he can have intereſt 
in Gods Covenant; the more fully, freely and conſtantly man 
conformes himfelfe to Gods precepts, the ſurer is his eyi- 
dence cf title to Gods promiſe. He whoſe obedience to the 
Law of God is vo/wuntary without compulſion, cordiall with- 
cut diſfimulation, »niver/a# without the allowance of any 


evill, hwmble without all oitentation, cheerful, free from all 
repi-" 
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E xcellent Liberty of aCt brifies. 


repining, ſincere witheut any by or fniſter intention,and con-! 


| tant without back-ſliding may reſt aflured ct being received! 
| into Gods Covenant, | 


4. A fourth benefit compriſed under the Covenant by 
which nan may difcerne his being within the Covenant, 1s) 
fpirituall liberty and freedeme, a liberty of grace wherety the 
whole man is fet free fron the commend and ſervitude of all] 
fin ; the «nderſtaxding is tree from ignorance, -able to know | 
God as a Father, with a cleare aovd comfortable fubmiſkve | 
and :#:Aive knowledge; the Wilis free from perverſeneſſe, as | 
ble readily and freely, fully and ſincerely to intend God and | 
his glory ; the imagination is free from vanity, able with | 
much joy to meditate and thinke upon God ; the affeftions | 
arc free So baſe feare, carnall confidence, worldly love and | 
ficſhly joy, able to feare God filially, totruſt on God ſs/y, to | 
love God wnfainedly, and to rejoyce jn God ſpiritually ; the | 
whole man bent and diſpoſed to run the way of Gods com- | 
mandements, as the Sun rejoyceth to run his race, and as the | 
Rivers flow towards the Sea ; this the P /a/miſt cals an inlarge- | 
ment of the heart, to run the Way of Gods Commandements, | 
and this he mentions as a fruit x & in/cription of the Law in | 
his heart, Thy Law 6 Lord (fatth he) # in my heart, and 1 
delight to doe thy Will, Mans aſſurance of being within Gods 
Covenant is ſutable to his tree and ready diſpoſition in obſcr- 
ving Gods precept. 

5. A fift bencfit compriſed under the Covenant miniſtring 
aſſurance of mans intere{t in it, is perſeverance in the ſtate of | 
= daily growth in the gifts of the Spirie, and a ſedfaſt | 

riving to more perfetion, 7 Will make an everlaſting ( s | 
venant With them ( faith God) and 1 Will put my feare in| 
their hearts that they ſhall not depart from me : they (hall not | 
depart from the knowledge of my truth to errour, from the | 
faith of my promiſcs to infidelity, from the wayes of my ' 
Commandements to by and wandring paths ; from the love | 
of me and 'my teſtimonies, to the love of carthly vanities : 


God eyer preſerves in the ſtate of grace, whom hereceives in | 


to the Covenant of grace ; he that is in corenant with God 
abides with God, as the wife with the husband, he ___—_ | 
ine 


mt. 


5.Pcrſeverance 
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| the Lord fally with C aleb, he is with God in cvery eſtate, in 


Exhortation | Thecarnall mans cſtranzement from the Covenant, and his 
to get intereſt q1iſcry in being out of the Covenant, miniſters matter and | 
m the Cort. gecalion of labour and induſtry to every man to get into the | 


Exod.g.20. 


fring 1arereſt | x, We muſt for/ake owr inves, there muſt be warre againſt 
in ms Cov fin, or there can be no peace with' God, Ioſes might not 


CMeanes interefting man in the Covenant, 


all changes as /rza5 reſolved to be with David both in life and 

indeath, the longer he is in Gods Covenant, the more beauty 
|he diſcernzs in God, the wore ſweetneſſe he tinds in the Word 
| of God, the more pleaſwre he takes in the ſervice of God, the! 
wore comfortable communion he gaines with God, and the more; 
| mew and ſoule-raviſhing receivings of grace, love and peace | 
he hath from God, and therefore ſhines more and more like | 
the lightunto the perfe& day, growes ſtronger and (tron- | 
| ger like the houſe of David, He Waits wpon the Lord and re- 
| newes bus ſtrength, he mounts mp 4s the Eagles, hee runnes 
| and 14 nos Weary, hee Walkes on and doth not faint ; he gocs | 
from ſtrength to ſtrength, untill he doth appcare before the 
' Lord 1n Zn, 


: 


Coverant, tobe partaker of it, and to have affarcd intereſt in 
| the benefits lowing from it, as Noah cntred into the Arke to 
be preſerved from the deluge of waters, ſo ſhould wee enter 
| into the Covenant of God, that we may be preſerved from 
thedelugeof thoſe miſcries which attend and wait upon the 

breach of Gods precepts. The men of «Egypr hearing of the 

falt of a grievous haile, ſuch as would deftroy both man and 

beaſt, Hee that feared the Word of the Lord among? them, 

made his ſervants and hit cattell flee into the houſe + Men hea- 

ring of the hayle, fire, brimſtone and horrible tempeſt, which 
; God will raine downe upon the wicked, ſhould haſten into 
, this Covenant, have ſure intereſt-in Gods free and gracious 
| Promiſe, that they may be hid from the Lords wrath. And 
ni= totheend we may have part in Gods Covenant, 


» of Come nigh the burning buſh untill hee had put ott his ſhoes 
* | from his feet, Becauſe the ground Where hee ſtood Was holy 
ground, Man cannot come nigh God, enter into covenant 
with God, unlefſ= the old- man, his old luſts be put of}, be- 
| cauſe the Covenant of God is a holy Covenant, a Covenant ) 


: belong-| 
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belonging onely to the godly, oaks 


e 


changed bu raiment, and then he came to Pharaoh, and P hae 
ra#hrooke him to himſclite, and made many honour:ble Pre- 
miſes to him ; man muſt (have himſelf, remove the ignoravce 
2nd errcur of his underſtanding, and change his raiment, 
Put off the old- man Which is corrupt, according to divers luſts, 
and pur on the new man Which u renewed in holineſſe and true 
righteowſneſſe according to Gods image, and then come nigh! 
t» © 0d, and partake of all Gods gracious promiſes, according | 
| to that cf the Lord by the Prophet, Waſb Jeu, make you cleane, 
put away the evill of your Wayes, ceaſe ro doe evill, learne 10 
| doe Well, and then come ye and we Will reckon together, and 
| though your ſrmnes were as red as ſcarlet, yet will | make you 
white 4s ſnow, 1 will deale merciſully with you, be reconciled 
to you, firgize your ſinnes and receive you" into my Covenant 
of peace : The more the {oule is empticd of (in, the more ca- 
ble it is of Geds Coycnant, the more :flured of intercit in 
it : Hee that holds faſt his finne, cannot lay hold 
upon the Covenant of God ; hee that gives not a bill 
of divorce to his Jults, 1s uncapable of weddlocke with | 
Chriſt, ; | 
2, We muſt firſake owr ſelves, we mult deny our ſelves, 
cee{c from our owne wiſdome, as from a blind guide, from 
our owneſtrength, as from a withered reed, from our owne 
rightcouſneſſe, as from a rotten rage, and from cur owne 
ends, as from low and baſe marks, Thus muſt wee deny our 


ſelves, or we can be no Diſciples of Chriſt, no partakers of 


| the mercies of God in him : Such as cntcred into Covenant | 
| with David were in debt, in diſftrefſe and diſcontent, He that 


| 


will enter into Covenant with God, muſt ſee his debt, bee | 
ſznſible of his ſfinne, feele the diſtr« ſz and anguith of his ſoule, | 
and be yery much diſcontented with his corrupt and carnall | 
eſtate : God communicates his mercics tothem that are ſn | 
ſible of their miſcries ; the Lord loves them that are out of] 
love with themſclves ; he eſteemes them that loath their own | 
wayes; whom dcth Chriſt invite and call but the keavy laden, | 
Such as are ſcafible and weary of their ſins as of a heavy _ 

then; 


eſe having the promiſe 
of thus life and of the lift to come. Jolepb haved himſelfe and 
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p-Relinquiſh- 
ment of the | 
world, 


| ſet before him the Cavenant of Salvation in Chri 


| them from whom he had wrongfully taken : The world is 
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Meanes interefling man in the Covenant. 


then ; to whom is Chriſt ſent with tydings of comfort, but 
to the broken hrarted, When Ephraim repented, ſmote up- 
on histhigh, and was confounded ; then the Lord remem- 
bered him, then he was deare and pleaſant to him, then hce 
faid, / will ſurely have mercy upon him, then he propoſed and 

t&, promiſing 
him that a woman ſhould compaſſe a man ; contrite ani bro- 
ken hearted (inners are the proper ſubzz& of Gods ſweeteſt 
mercies, ; 

3. We muſt relinquif the world, Abner fell out with the! 
houſe of Sal, and then hee entred into Covenant with| 
D avid, Man muſt firit fall out with the world, take off his 
heart from the earth beforc he can enter into covenant with 
God; becauſe rhe /ove of the world (as S, James {pcakes) «© 
enmity with God, and he that is a friend of the world is an c- 
nemy toGod ; the firſt husband mult be dead before the wo- 
man can joyne her ſelfe in wedlocke with a ſexcond man; man 
mult be crucified ro the world, and the worl1 unto him, bc- 
fore he can be married unto Chriſt, enter into Covenant with| 
Chriſt; when Z aches received Chriſt into his houſe, he gave 
the halfe of his goods to the poore, and reſtored foure- fold to! 


much lighted where Chriſt is truely received : The foulc is 
never filled with Chriſt, ufileſſe it be empticd of the carth,D a- 
gon tals where the Arke is cre&ed, the cxaltation of Chriſt is 
the proftration of the world. Mans communion with Chrift 
is ſutable to his ſeparation fromthe world. He that will en- 
ter this Covenant and aſſociate himſclfe with Chriſt, muſt | 


4 Rejection of 
nt1mate com 


muon vvith 
caraall perions 


with Matthew leave thereceipt of cuſtome ; hee muſt with | 
Salomon looke upon the world, as upon a thing of nought; he 
muſt according to the Apoſtles rule, «/e the world as if hee 
did not mſe it, He muſt jorger his owne people, ard forſaks his 
Fathers houſe, that will have confortſhip with Chriſt. 

4. We muſt renownce all intimate communion with corrupt and 
carnall people, come out from among them ( ſaith the Lord ) 
there is the ſeparation, and 7 will be your Father, and ye ſpall. 
be unto me for ſonnes and daughters, there is Gods receiving | 


| 


[them into covenant and communion with him, the Prodie | 
_gall 
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Gall deſerted and repented of his fellowſhip with + 
AF riotous perſons, and then his Fatber Ie received 
and imbraced him. God is very propitious to luch ax.repeut 


| 6s left 7 haraobs Court, the Lord to him in 


| many comfortable expreſſions of his love to them, who with- 


| 


of their (infull tellowſhip with his cocmies : God minult 
'draw themſclves from ſuch as doe not love him : when 


wildernefſe, ſaying, / aw the God of thy Fathers, the God 
Abraham, the God of Iſaac and the God of Jacob; the de- 
clination of fellowſhip with profane perſons, ROY at» 
tended witha ſweet enjoyment of Gods preſence, and the 
mintftration of many ſpirituall comforts ; were we more tho- 
roughly alicnated from —_— wee ſhould be more fully 
and ſweetly acquainted with God, could wegivea bill of di- 
yorce to profane perſons, wo ſhould haveableſiſed and honou- 
rable wedlocke with Chriſt ] clus. 

5. We mult with all dibgence attend rhe Miniſtry of the 
word, Encline your eare,( ome wnto me (faith the Lord) Hewe 
and your fake bal bor, and } will makg an everlaſting Cove- 
want with you, God by the labours of his CAfixifters brings 
men into covenant with himſelfe , by their labours hee opens 
the beauties and perfeRions of Chriſt, he makes them ſee their 
neceſfity of Chriſt; their miſery without Chriſt, and their 
happineſſe in the enj Chriſt, by their labours hee 
woes and per{wades them tocome to Chriſt, fils their hearts! 
with carneſt longings after Chriſt , with fervent and unfai- 
ned love to/Chriſt .; and fo efporferb them unto him, as 4- 
brabam by his Servant ht Rebecra te his fon [/axc : 


| 


| 


| 


| 


Thus doth Ged by his Miniſters, bring men to his Sonne 
Chriſt ]cſas : [Did wee not ſhametully undervalac and 
prefancely eſtrange our ſelves from the labours: of Gods 
Miniſters, wee could not be ſuch ſtrangers to Gods Cove- 
navt, nor ſo empty of thoſe bleſſings which Chriſt mi- 
niſters to vrue belecvers. Attend therefore Gods Word, | 
if eycr you meane to cnjoy the benefit of Gods Cove-| 


| 


| 


—— 


nant. 
6, We muſt readily and fully receive Chrift. Chriſt is the 
foundation of the Covenant, the __ in Chriſt, Fo/ephs 


S. Attendance 
oa the Word, 


6,Fully recei- 
ring of Chriſty 


g Brethe- 


- 
% 


4 


—A 


Bretherers came nighto Phetarb by Joſeph, mn © 
nigh to God 'by Chrift, fades favour with C02, one | 
takes of all the mercies of God through Chri't ; throcglh 
him we-are made the »Sorxes of God), thorough him wee 
|are accepted of :G ad, 'thoroagh him- we receive of Gods frll- 
weſſe' grace"for grace; the receiving of th2 Lord J-ſus is | 
the receipt of all mrrcies, iz him we' are bl: fſed with a'l tþuri- 

thall» bleſſings"in braven'y pl wer, without Chrilt wee are 

ſtrangers to all Gods inercies;-1a Chritt wee have title to 

all Gods bleſli.1zs. Yoſepiy bretheren were lovingly enter- , 
tained of him, bringing Beniamin- with them, without 

( whom they might- not Jooke him 'in the face ; bringing | 
Chrift us, Ged will graciouſly reccive us, withou: 
| Chrit God wilt be a conſuming fire to us.? And there- 
fore let as all labour thus to intereſt our f-lves in Gods | 
| Covenant, for hereby ſhall we have intereſt in all Gods | 
| Promiſes, as in' ſo many p'llars to ſapport us, as in ſo ma- 
| ny-wel-ſprings-to refreſh us; 4n all the creatures, as in ſo 
| Servants, to- miniſter -their- a[htance to us 3 in all 
the Ordinances of God, as in {a many Starres to enlighten 
us, as in ſo many diſhes of fſpirituill daintics to feed us, 
as in ſo many heavenly Betheſda's to heale us, and in all 
the «tributes of God, as in 10 many branches of the tree 
of life to ſh:lter and ſhadow us, intereſt in the power of 
God to aphold us, in the wiſedome of God to guide us, 
in the mercy of God to pardon us, in the preſence of God 
to c e us, in the love of :God to ſolace us, and in 
the All-ſlaiaciency of God every way+to fatisfic and: con- 
| tent us, Sweet and fare, fall and everlaſting , joyous and | 
| honourable are the Prerogatives and comforts which are 05- 
\rained by intereſt in Gods Covenant. 


C briſftian Fope. 


- — 


| Cuar XVIITE. 


Declaring the miſcry of naturall Man without Pepe. | 


He fourth Alienation declaring naturall and carnall mans 
| L mifery, is an Alcnation from Hope. Without hope :'The | 
hope of falvation by Chriſt, from this hope man in his cor» 
{ rapt and carnall eſtate 1s eſtranged. \ Hope # 4 grace inclining 
and diſpoſing 4 regener ate and beleeving ſoule with aſſnrance and 
patience to _ and wait for the' Accompliſiment of ſuch good 
things 44 Godin 'ChriſÞ hath promiſed, and faith apprehenderh, 
Gird up (faith Saint Peter) the loynes of your minds, be 
fober and hope to the end for the grace that 15 to be brought 
unto you at the Revelation of *Jcſus Chriſt, all grace is dif- 
© mn through Chriſt, the full communication hereof is re-, 
erved till Chriſts ſecond comming, and hope: waits for the! 
recciving of it in and through Chriſt : The cauſe cefficiene' 
.of this hope is God, the Author and/giver of all good, it is 
| not a worke of nature, but of grace, not of man, but of God, | 
| Bleſſed be the God rand Father of our Lord leſws (briſt, which 
according 10 his abundant mercy bath begotten uu againe to alively 
bope by the reſurrettion of Jeſus ( - 4 rn acad. Wherein 
you haye the Author of this hope,God, a pcm and loving, 
-Father in Chriſt ; the. moving, cauſe, the mercy: of God ;| 
the antecedent, n+ ; the toundation, propor pil/ar 
[ob-it, Chrift riſen Trom: the deed, the full accomplicher' of 
mans welfare ; the inward inſtrumentall caufe, or- root 'of 


hoped for; the obje& of this hope is God in Chriſt, all good, 
 thibgs flowing from the grace of God in Chrift+tothe {bule 


bidden-to hope for grace by Chriſt, The Seate or Subje@of 
Chriſtian hope is aregenerate and renewed heart, therefore | 
termed the bope of the godly : Ot this hope carnall'men ore 
| deſtitute, keving no bepe, no bope of falvation ; the Gemiler| 
| Ga _ | before 


ll. ——_——_.. 


—— m——_— — _ 
: 


1 Pet.1.13, 


hope, is a lively and faving faith ;\ Faith w the ground of things Heb,x 1.1, 


| of man ; theretore is Chriſt called the hope of gloryand were | Col.r.27, 


Plal,r 1g. I55-] 


Nm —__—— 


Carnall Alan Without Hope. | 
before Chriſt was preached ro them, having no promiſe of | 
life, no Mediator þ2tween God and them, had no hope of | 
lvation. Carnall m?n under the Goſpel}, bzing no children 
of God by regeneration, no» members, no partakers of Chriſt | 
by faich;having no intere!t in Gods covenant of life and peace, | 
no title to Gods promiſ: of grace by Chriſt, they have no 
hope Whence you ſee, That, 

| Corrupt and carnal man huh no true an:14ſſared hope of ſal- 
vation. There is: no hope of that mans falvation that conti- 
nacs and carnall ; there.is no falvation in that eſtate : 
In —_ tpping towards Rome, __ neither Sunne nor 
cs for many daycs cd, and no ſinall tempeſt lay on 
chem, af boys ahi they Ronld be [aved Was thes — 
When neither Sun nor Star, neither Chritt nor any ſaving 


—_— 
- pe 


| grace in the foule of min ;_ and when the conſcicace 
of man works like a tempeſt within him, then how- 
eyer he flatacred himfcIfe in the houre of his ſpirituall Nam- 


ber, and promufed ſalvation to him(fclfe ; yev now all hope of | 
being faved is taken away ; now he ſees he is inthe ſtare of | 
damnation; now he ſees, as Perer told Simon Aagus, that | 
he is 5» the gall of bitterneſſe, and in the bond of iniquity, and 
that he bath no part nor lot im Chriſt ; but is, as the Pllaniſt | 
ſaith, farre from ſalvation, farre from the knowledge, faith, 
hope and: ſence of falvation ; rheydooks not tothe bely One of 
Iſracl ; they looke not unto God as to their King te -com- 
mand them, as to thcir Counſellor to guide them," as to 
;their Phyfician to heale theav, : a3 their | rocke.; ro ſap- 
pert them; their hope is; not in him, their expeta- 
ton nofom him z thcir eſtate who live ander the power 

corruption, 1s noctatc of Chriſtian hope, but of defpera- 
Mengiacingas ground te. hope or look for ſalvation by Chr: 


\$;-The-carnalb matdis #ncpoble of Chriſtian hope. Hope 
2 heavenly gueſt, and dwels not inan uncleanc and anre- 
generate heart; the carnall ſoule is an cmpty houſe, wherein 


| Rom,z.18, þ- n0r-ur gals | no ſwing gift and grace of God : He 


that 1s not of God+cannot; hope in God j; he that is not in 
Chriſt; caypot expeRt and wait: for falvation by Chriſt ; the 


carnall | 


—OJ_} 


NY 


M———— 
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| | Cauſe and Pillars of Hope. | 491 


| carnall man is dead in finne; the corporally dead have no more 

| any humane hope ,their breath goeth out of their noſtrils, 2nd as Dlalet4. 4. 
their thoughts, to their hopes periſh, the ſpiritually dead have 

no ſpirituall hopes, where there 1s no life of grace, there is 

\no hope in Chriſt ; the carnall man is 6/inde, and cannot diſ- 

' cerne Chciſt, he is ignorant of Chyg, he knowes not the 

things vclonging to his peace, and how can he hope in Chriſt 

| whom he knowes not ; the carnall man is prond, he truſts in 

| himſelfe, in his owne abilities, in his owne worth, in his ' , 

| 6wne duties, and thercfore cannot hope in Chriſt ; No man | 

hath or carf have a lively hope in-Chrilt but he that is begorten 

| againe by the reſurrettion of Chrift. t Pet. 1.4, 

| 2, The carnall man wants the inftrumentall cauſe, and root  1.Want of in- 
of hope : Faith is the mether, and hope the daughter ; Faith | firumenrall 

| is the root, and hope the branch ; Faith is the cauſc,and hope | © 

| thecffe& ; Faith apprehends the promiſe, and hope cxpe&ts | 

| and waits for the thing promiſed ; therefore the Apoſtle ter- | * 

| meth Faith the ground of hope : Now the carnall man be- | H*Þ-11-1 

leeves not, he builds upon the ſand, and not upon the rocke ; 

he is wedded to the world,and not to Chriſt;he confines him- | 

ſelfe within himfelfe, and commeth not out of himſclfe to! 

Chriſt ; he bringerh forth his fruit unto him{clfe, and not unto | 

Chriſt ; he reſteth inthe creature, in himſclfe, in ſome gift, Hol.10.1, 

or duty of his owne ; he takes not up his full and everlaſting | 14.y, , 2 

reſt in Chriſt, and therefore beleeyes not ; and as where 1s "I" 

no reot, there is no branch, ſo where there is no faich, there 

is no hope. Alienation 

| 3. Thecarnall man is alienated from the props, pillars, and | Ft 

(rc of Chriſtian hope ; that is to ſay, rhe promiſe of God, | of Hope, 

the grace of God in ( brift, and the merit of ('briſt ; Theſe three 

ſupport, and beare up the hoping and watting ſoule, as the 

three pillars bore up the hangings in the Tabernacle : Theſe 

three are like three Cities of Refuge, appointed by Moſes, | 

to which the purſued malefaRor betooke himſelte ; to theſe 

doth the guilty belceving ſoule, purſued with the ſence of 

\ Gods diſpleaſure, the noiſe of his finne, and cry of his con- 
ſcience, betake himſclte, hoping and expe@ing conſolation 

on them. Now to all theſe the carnall man is a ſtranger, 


| G8 3 
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— 
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4 Eftrangems:t 
'trom che way 
ito alyation, 


Mica.6, 


Taman go 
they 


and the life, 


Way tos aons + 


_ not to him, they are childrens bread, dogs may 
not taſte them, they are Doves wings, Owles and Ravens 
have no hiding place under them 3 He that haterh ro be refor- 
med, hath nothing to doc with Gods covenant ; carnall men 
reccive the grace of God in vain, they embrace nat the 
mercy of God in Chyzſt tendred to them in the Goſp?ll, 
they rej: it, they are no more changed, nor bettered by it, 
then the rocke by the rains, or the blinde by the Sunne, not 
being mingled with faith, it doth not profit them ; the merit 
of Chriſt dath not advaatage them, his rightcouſac{: doth 
not jaſtific thean, his death dath-not morttne thetr luſts, his 
reſurre&tion doth not quicken their foules, his interceſſion 
doth not reconcile them unto God, his ranſome reſtores no 
ſpirituall freedom?2tothzm, and therefore they have no hope 
ſalvation, 

4- The carnall man is a franger to the way to ſalvation, 
There is a way of faith in Chriſt, Chriſt is the way,the truth, 
im the carnall man knowes not, he neyer ſtu- 
dicd, never l:arned Chriſt, «s the truth « in him ; he knowes 
not Chriſt Zving in his ſoule, as ho knows his ſoule living in 
his body ; he knowes not Chriſt enlightening him, as the eye 
knowes the Sun, whoſe light is ſweet unto the eye ; he 
knowes not Chriſt reling and raigning within him, as the 
ſouldiers knew the Cenmrion commanding them, and they 
yeelding ready ſubjeRion to him ; he knowes not Chrilt 


| — and ſubduing Satan and his owne luſts, as the //- 
ra:lutes 


knew oſanab vanquilhing and treading upon the 
necks of the Kings of Canaan ; he knowes not Chriſt ſavtt;- 
fying, and cleanſing his ſoule, as Nawwnes knew Jordan wa- 
ſhing his leproſic from him ; he knowes not Chrilt minsftring 
the fulnefſe of God unto him, as the people of Egypr knew 
Foſeph miniſtring to them, and lupplying their wants, Car- 
nall maa is very 1gnorant of Chrilt, far from ſweet acquain- 
tance with him, and comfortable experience of his foulc- 


faving miniſtrations: There is a way of fp1ri1nall poverry,and 
ſelf-denyall, wherein a man walks humaly with his God, 
cealiagfrom himſelfe, from his owne wiſedome, will, rca- 


ſon, purpoſe, and af:&ion, abaſed b:low the duſt, intheap- 
& 4M prehcaſion 


| 


 — 


[ 


| ' Voidof Hope, Uaniry of prophans Mans Hope, 


prehenſien of his owne uncleannefſe, emptineſſe, and unwor- 
thincſſe, renouncing himſclfe, his owne gifts, abilities, and 
performances, going cleanc out of himſclfe unto Chriſt ; la- 
bouring to be foxnd is Chriſt, and not in himfelfo, making 
Chriſt all in all unto him, ſecking his whole falvation from) 
Chriſt, and proſtrating himſeclfe with all that is his under! 
Chriſt ; this is a way in which the carnall man treads not, 
he is ſtill fall of himſclfe, he dreames of a ſelf-lufficiency at 
home, and looks not beyond himſelfe ; he ftayes in his legall 


ſecking : There is 8 way of new obediexct, and truc holineſſe, 


| 


| Waſting and 


in which the carnall man walks not ; he wanders like an cr-| 
ring traveller from this path, and ſtumbles like the blinde .| 
their feet (faith the Prophet) ran to evil, and they make baſte 
to ſhed innecent blond ; their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity, 
deftruttion are in their paths, the way of peace they 
knoW not, and there 14 no indgement in their goings, they have 
made them crooked paths, whoſoever goeth there not knoW 
peace, He that runs not the race, hath no hope to obtaine the 
prize ; he that fights not the battell, hath n@ hope to win the 
crowne ; he that ſowes not his field, hath no hope to rea 
it, he that runs not the race of Gods Commandements, he 
that fights not Gods battels, hath no hope to win the prize, 
which is eternall life, nor yet to weare the crowne of glory : 
He that [ewes to the Spirit doth of the Spirit reape life everlaſting; 
but he thas ſo'Wes to the fleſh doth of the fleſh reap deftruttion, 


Cn— 


| 


CHAP. XIX, 
Shewing the vanity of prophane M ans hope of ſalvation, 


He carnall mans eſtrangement from the hope of falva- 


rightcouſneſſe, and is ſhamcfully guilty of ſelf-love, and ſelf-|* 


Iſas 9.7. 


' Gal,6.8$, 


tion, diſcovers and laycs open the vanity and deceitful- 
neſſe of prophane mens hopes of having life and glory A 
Chriſt, 


Chriſt : Though they have no true and ſaving faith in 
though 


Gg 4 
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'H.0.66, 


Hopes, 


Rom,?7 9. 


r.Superſtitio 


Ads 16 $. 


Taper flee Hopes, "60; 


— 
— 


though they have no experience of the eſpouſall of their fouls 
to Chrif, though they have no fervent and unfained love to 
Chriſt, no evidence of Chriſts living in them,no knowledge 
of Chriſts holy and gracious working upon them, no ſence 
of Chriſts loveto them ; yet they hope Chriſt will fave them, 
( Haman hearing that King Ha/#erw had a purpoſe to honour 
ſome man, concluded preſently, that himſcifz mult be the 
| man when the King delighted to honour, though the ifſae | 
'crolt his expeRation, Carnall man hearing of Gods mercy, | 
Chriſts merits, and the Lords purpoſe to exalt and honour | 
| man, preſently feeds and bis himfclte with hopes that he : 
ſhall be the man, preſumes that God will honour him,though 
in theend he mcets with Hamans portion, a gallowes in hell 
inſtead of a crowne in Heaven, As the fooliſh man in the 
' Parable built his houſc upon the ſand : fo doe all the carnall 
' men inthe world, build thcir hopes of ſalvation upon fome 
ſandy androtten foundation, which at length (inks and ſuff=rs 
' them to fall ſhamefully, fearcfully, finally, as the houſe did 
which was built upon the ſand.Now if you aske what thoſe 
falſe and deceit and pillars are, upon which carnall 
men uſually build their hopes : I anſwer, 

1. Some built their hopes upon /wperſtirions 0b/ervations, 
they reccive for DoArines the commandements of men, the 
traditions of their ſuperiours and predeceſſors. In the obſcr- 
vation of theſe they are very full and frequent, very preciſe 
and punuall, and hereupon they promiſe themſelves falva- 
tion : Thus Pas/before his converſion, after the ftrifteſt [ett 
of thew Religion lived a Phariſce , and Was very zealous, and 
| thought himſclfe alive when he was dead, perſwaded him- 

ſclfe he was in the ſtate of grace, when he was in the ſtate of 
| damnation ; a childe of God, when he was one of Satans 
brood ; a friend of God, when he was an adver{ary of the 
Lord z a pillar, when he was a deſtroyer of the Church. 
The obſervers of humane DoArines are very full of miſcrable 
blindneſſe, poſſeſt with an over weaning opinion of the good- 
\nefſ2 of their condition, ſhametully miſtaking their cftate, 
 per{wading themſelves that that doth much endeare them, 
[and highly commend them uato God , which _ | 
them 


— —— —_— —— 
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them a very abomination befere the Lord, 


Formall Hopes. 4 


— 


mm 
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2, Some build their hopes upon a ſermall profe/ſon of | 2, formail 
Chriſt, and Chriſtian Religion, Micah bad al qo ao ER : 
God would bleſſe him, becauſe he had gotten a Levite to his| 4 
Prieſt, though he continued an idolater : Many men romiſe| 
themizlves great peace and glory, becauſe they have the Go 
pell, hcare the Word, receive the Sacrament, are called afrer | 
the name of Chrilt, though they live in all prophaneneſle : 

The fooliſh Virgins were very ſecure, and premiſed much | M#*-25-, 
unto themſelves from their lamps, though they were empty 

lamps : Many a vaine and fooliſh man is ſecure and confident | 


|__| 


| Luk.16 14, 


| of his ſalvation by reaſon ct his profeſſion, though an empty 
| one ; though he be an empry viae, bringing forth all his fruit 


Chriſt, profeſling, as the Apoſtle faith, that they know God, 
being the meane while diſobedient and reprobate to every 
| good worke. This is the common foundation on which all 

carnall Proteſtants build their hopes ; like the Phariſees boa- 
Ring that they were the children of Abraham, though they 
did the works of the Devill, being like the Locuſts in the 
Revelation, which had outwardly the tace of a man, and the 
| haire of a woman, but within the teeth of a Lyon, and be- 
hinde, the tayle of a Scorpion : Thus theſe men have out- 
wardly the name of Chriſtians, a profeſlion of Chriſt, bat as 
favage and indomitable asthe Lyon, as full of all finne,as the 
Scorpion of venome ; and what a fond thing is it for a man 
to build his hopes upon an empty profeſſion ? Will a husband 


' be her husband, living the while in adultery with ſtrangers ? 
| Will the King honour a man for profeſling him to be his 


| King, net ceaſing to plot treaſon, and a& rebellion againſt ; 


| him ? 1s there any hope that Chriſt will take pleaſure ina 
{ man, or honour him, becauſe he cals him Hu«band, Lord and 
King ? inthe meane {pace committing fornication with the 
world; plotting ſpirituall treaſon, and ating open rebellion 
againk hin : Surely ſuch men arc like Nebuchadnezeart 
Image, and it will be with them as with Nebnochaanenacrt 


—— 


to hanſclfe, doing all tor himſclte, and nothing tor God and | 


delight himſelfe in his wife, becauſe ſhe profefſeth him to | 


mage at laſt z his Image had a head of gold, but tcet of clay, 


Hoſ., 10. 1. 


Tit, 1,16; 


loh 8. 


Rev.9.7,3. 
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| 406 | CMercinary Hopes, Comparative Hopes. 
and the ſtene hewne out of the mountaines without hands 
brake it in peeces : Such men have a golden profeſſion, but 
an carthly and unclcane converſation, and Chriſt at laſt will 
daſh them in pieces,as an iron rod a Potters veſſcll, As Chriſt 
curſed vhe Fig-tree which had leaves and no fruit : fo will 
[he curſe them that have the leaves of Chriſtian profcſfion, 
' but want the fruit of a good converſation; a barren pro- 
| ry doth but aggravate the condemnation of a Chri- 
ian, 
3. Some build their hopes npon their e/ymoſynary duties, 
and works of chanted hay cod bountifall bs the poore, 
they hope they ſhall be ſaved, they truſt in their good works, 
| and hope to purchaſe heaven by their beneficence, excluding 
Chriſts merits : As the builders of old, by raiſing a Tower 


Mat, a1 1p. 


3 Mercinary 
hopes, 


Gen,1 1.4 
the wals of Heaven ; but as their hopes periſhed, God con- 
founding their worke, fo will the hopes of theſe mercinar 

and proud workers, their beſt works without Chriſt will 
br —_— inſtead of ſalvation upon them ; The ſword 
in which Goliah truſted, cut off his head ; whatſoever a man 
doth reſt upon beſides Chriſt, he is confounded by that 
wherein he truſteth, It may ſeeme ſtrange, and yet 1s very, 
true, that many mens good works prove more prejudiciall to 
them then their evill works ; their bad works prove an occa- 


1 Sam,17, 


' themſelves unto Chriſt ; their good works putfe them up, 
; and-make them ſtay in themſclves,and never come to Chriſt ; 
and ſuch men as have no better foundation then their works 
; of charity to build upon, the Apoſtle will tell them, that a 
| man may (ive alt bus goods to the poore,and yet be nothing. 
4Comparative 4, Some build their hopes upon their not being /o bad « 
ſhops, | the worſt, they compare themſelves with ſuch as arc worſe 
| then themfelves, and thereupon conclude they are in a good 
eſtate , this is, as if a man having many ulcers, ſhould yet 
perſwade himſclfe he is very beautifull; becauſe he is not as le- 
prous as Gehezi was : As if a man guilty of many ſmall felo- 
nies, ſhould perſwade himſelfe the Judge will fave him, be- 
| cauſe he is not ſo notorious a mal as Barabbas was, or 
| as 


i Cor, 13. 


— 


thought to preſerve themſelves from an afcer deluge,and ſcale || 


| 


fionof humiliation to them, and drive them wholly out of | 


| 


——_——____ 
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| Preſumptuous Hopes, 407 


as if a man indebted an hundred pounds more then he is; 
worth, ſhould perſwade himfelfe he is rich, becauſe he is not | 
indcbtcd ſo many thoaſand pounds as ſome others are : This| 
was the deceit and falſe flattery of the Phariſec, 7 rhanke God 
(faith he) 7 am not 4s other men are, cxtortioners, unjult adul-| Luk 18, 
terers, or as this Publicane, Men dye not all ot one lick- 
nelle, ſoine have more peſtilentiall difeaſcs then others, yet| 
all dyc, the wages of all finne is death : It is not he who is 
not ſo bad as others, but he that is a neW Creatare in Chriſt, Rom. 6.23. | 
that hath aſſured hope of life and peace, to them that are in | 
Chriſt there is no condemnation who walk not after the ficth | 
but after the Spirit. | 
5- Some build their hopes upon the mercies of God anda me-! , Preſumpru- | 
rit of (rift, rn ey may be ſecurely (infull, becauſe ous hopes, 
God is mercifull, and that they may ſtill run on upon Gods 
ſcoare,becauſe Chriſt hath given himlclfe a ranſome; and thus 
they turne the grace of God into wantonnel:, and harden 
themſelves by thoſe mercies which ſhould leade them to re-| 
pentance, turning their phyſicke into poyſon, and the mcanes / 
of their freedome into chaines and fetters to tye them the | 
faſter in their thraldome ; and what is this, but as if a man | 
ſhould tumble himfelfe in the mire and durt, becauſe there is | 
water enough ina Well to waſh him, yet a ſcaled deep Well 
whereof he hath no bucket to draw : Or as if a man ſbould | 
give himſclfe many mortall wounds, becauſe there is a Sur- | 
geon that can cure him, of whoſe help he hath yet no pro- 
miſe ; Gods mercics and Chriſts merits miniſter pardon and 
peace to ſuch alone as turne from iniquity, and walke in the 
waycs of peace : All mercics UM Cc which lead not 
the ſoule to God and ] clus Chrilt ; The meditation of Gods 
mercy can never truly comfort thee unleſſe ut humble thee. 
Benhadads (crvants hear ing that the Kings of //rael were mer- 
cifull Kings, came not before efhab with their bowes bent, 
and ſwords drawne, but withrogpes about their accks, and 
fackcloth about their loynes. He that comes to God in the 


confidence of his mercies, mult lay aſide the weapons of his 
finne, and come with tcarcs in his cycs, 47 7: aut 
is heart, becauſe there 14 mercy With the Lord : POR 
Bw) ; feared; 


$ Humiliation 
hopes. 


Il» 58,2. 


» Cor.7, 
Gen. 4, 


feared : not to encourage man t 


Humiliation Hopes. 
o continue wicked ; not 
knowing(as S, Paul faith)that the goodneſle of God ought to 
leade thee to repentance, but after thy hardnefſe and impeni- 
tent heart, treaſurelt up againſt thy ſclfe, wrath againſt the 
day of wrath, and revelation of fs rightcous judgement of 
God, 

6, Some build their hopes npon their Fnmiliations and Re- 
pentaxce, they have beene in affliion of conſcience,they have 
beene humbled for their ſinnes, and have beene many dayes in 
great anguiſhof ſpirit, and in this they reſt, here they ſtay 
and hope by this to be faved ; thus the people in the Propher, 


for this they thought to be heard and accepted of the Lord, 
but there is a legall, as well as an Evangclicall repentance, a 
forrow ariſing from fare and not from love, from the appre- 
henſion of Hell and not of Heaven, from the ſence of wrath, 
and not from the working of love, from the fecling of ter- 
rours and not from the hatred of finne, a forrow ef ſlaves and 
not of ſonnes, a ſorrow which worketh unto death, and not 
a ſorrow which worketh Repentance to Salvation : 2 man may 
with Cainecry out of the greatneſſe of his iniquity, and his 
forrow ſinke him cvenas low as Hell ; hee may with Ahab 
put on ſack-cloth and walk humbly many daycs ; he may with 
Pharaoh inthis anguiſh, ſend for the Miniſter of the Lord, and 
—_—— his finne, and intreat the prayer of Gods ſer- 
yants, on this he may build his hopes and deccive himſclfe ; 
that repentance which doth not ſupple and ſoften and change 


ters guſhed out, yet it continued a Rocke ; God {mites the 
heart of many men with perplexing and terrifying ſtroakes, 
to the drawing of many teares, et it. continueth a hard 
and ſtony heart ; that ſorrow which workes not the morti- 


[t it ſuch a faith the Lord) that / have choſen, a day 
rl pundits A his ſoule, #s it to bow downe hu MA 
bull-ruſh, and to ſpread ſackcloth and afher nnder bim ;, Wilt 
thou call this a Faſt, and an acceptable day to the Lord ; iv not 


this the Fait thar I bave choſen, te.looſe the bands of Wic 


neſſe 1 


We (lay ye) have faſted, and We have afflicted our ſoule, and | 


the heart is little worth ; the Lord ſmote the Rocke and wa» | 


kcation of finne, Fe no aſſurance of the remiſſion of ſinne. 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| eeivery of thy Sacraments, 


— Refermation Hopes, 


_— 
——_@— 


weſſe ? &c. that ſorrow which doth not lead a man out of 
hinſclfe ro Chriſt, which difſolves not the chaines of his fin, | 
and inables him to come freely and fully home to Chriſt, aud 


not man of his ſinne and of himſelte,and puts him upon Chrilt 
for all fullnefſc, is 3 forrow miniſtring ne other then falſe and | 
deceitfull hopes of ſalvation, 

7. Somme build their hopes upon their Reformations, they 


of their evill waycs, and they arc not the ſame they were in 
time paſt, and therefore hope to be ſaved, and with this they 
pleaſe ad deceive themſelves. Savi deſtroyed the refuſe of 
theſtutf, but the lowing Oxen and the bleating Sheep, 
and yet thought he had done an worke, buthe was 
deceived, God rent the Kingdome him ; the Reforma» 
tion which is not univerſall is ticall ; the Traveller 
that forſakes not every falſe path, loeſeth his labour, all his 
turnings and returnings are 10 yaine ; hee that returncs not 
from every finne, never returnes to God ; the woman which 
reſcrves one [tranger in her boſome, her heart never returnes 
toher husband ; there is no returning to Chriſt without the 
depoſition of every finne, Chriſt hath no being where any 
one finnc hath allowance and dominzon ; befides he that [tayes 
in bis Reformation, and lookes nat itunto Chriſt for 
falvation, makes an idoll of it, and: d: himfelfe in ho» 
ing for Salvation by itz mans Reformation deſtroyes 
Ln if mers FO vn gy - ! her ma | 
8, Some build their hopes upor aſe of ſacred and 've-. 

| ang —ur : becauſe they heare an4 pray and faſt and con» 
e ofholy pw in this they reſt and by- this: they hope 


tobe ſaved, lay t haſt not thou taught in owr fireer1? 
and beve wot We care and wn thy preſence ? Have not 
webecne haarers of thy word, Frequent of thy houſe, re- 


and (hall not we be ſaved ? 


they be like Pharaoh: leanc kine, intlag ene fat and 

leane, like them of whom the Apoſtle 
waycs learning, yet never came to the knowledge of the 
ike Ezckiels hearers, whoſe hearts went af:er G—_ | 


————_—_— 


ll him with the ſence of Chriſts comforts, which empticth| Mi, 11.28, 


cm—_—_ 
are c{caped from many pollutions, they bave forfaken many | *P<* 


iJam'y, 


8.Daty hopes, 
Luiz. 


Gent, 


3 Tim 4.7. 
s W were | Bzck.; 3.31, 


| 


- ——2—San et | 


- - 
MD. ——— 


Mat,22.14, 


| ſhe wasat his weddin 


| of fatvation, then asthey 


'| thus you ſee a few of the many rotten and 


Reſting in Duvier dovpero ms. 
touſnes,yet they hope for their frequizncy in theſe dates, to be 

faved,though their prayers ſttitreturn Ike Noabs Dove at the 
firſt cwpty, bringing home no treafure rum Heaven 'to the 
foule, though theyTreturne from the word and Sacrament, as 
the children of the Nobles in Frremy, from the pits, with their 
pitchers empty; yet they Fatrerthem ſelves and hope for this 
to be ſaved, as the Harlot in Salomon for her peate-offering,bur 
as the manvat the wedding feaſt without his wedding gar- 
ment, though'at the fealt;was bound hand and foot and caſt 

into oater darkneſſe; thus men uſing holy duties, commirig 
to Chriſts-wedding ftealt, ſtaying inthe duty and not putting 
on Chriſt, will be caſt intoutter darkneſſe at the !aſt, Many! 
deale#a this behalfe with Chriſt, asorher wedding gueſts dg | 
with the Bridegroome, they are invited, thcy accompany 
the Bridegroome, they ſee and heare the wedding, tut they 
receive him not in wedlock, becavſe cither they are already 
marricd; or elſe there isno contrat' betweene them and, the 
Bridegroome';z thus/Chriſt invitech men to holy duties, his 
wedding feaſt, they accompany Chritt to the feaſt, to the! 
Banquetting-houſe, they goe along with bim in the uſe of| 
the dutics, but further they goe nor, they ate already weddcd 
tothe world, and to ſome luſt of theirs, at leaſt they have no 
matrimoniall toveto. Chriſt, they rake him not to husband, 
they returne without him : Nowas it were a great folly in 
a woman to perſwade her ſelfe; that fuch a man were her hus- 
band; and that all his dignities and riches were hers, becaute 

gtcaft : thus it'is a great deceit in man 

to hope that Chriſt js his, 'rharſalvation and all the benefits of* 
Chriſt are his, becauſc he hath bin at Chriſts wedding feaſt, 
done rhe ſacred duties, bur not taking Chriſt in wedlock to | 


his fonle; theufe of holy daties, do no further give main hope 
takea man cttrom the world, emp= 
ty a man of firvand of himſcife, cſpouſe rrian to Chriſt, derive 
and draw from,and fill the ſoul with Chriſts fullnes,and make 
Chriſt moreglorious and amiable in mans _m—_—_ : and 

ndy foundations, 
whcrupon carnall tnarvbuilds bis hopes of falyation, |  - 


CHAP. 


| 


wt io 


- 


AW —T——s 


” = - * —_— —_ Om” 


©» Preparationte (brift. 


CuaP, 


X X, 


Shewing bow a M an may diſeerne the ſoununeſſe ef his 
Hope. | | | 


pf #- carnall mans having no hope of ſalvation, building | 


caſion to cyery man to ſce that he build his hopes of ſalvation 
by Chriſt upon firme and ſare grounds, and thatthe have clcare 
and lively evidence hereof in himſclte, ' 

The Queſtion therefore bere-will be, how a man may'dif- 
cerne the truth and ſoundnes of his hope? Foranſwer where- 
oe you mult know that whereof true and ſound hope is, 
there 18, 

1. A preparation futing and diſpoſing of the whole man to 
Chriſt and the things of Chrift, for Chrift, and the ſervice of 
Chrift ; ]his the Apoſtle cals a guirding up of the loines of 
the mind, Gird »p (faith he) the {vines of your mind, and hope 


his hopes upon rotten an\1 deceittult pillars, miniſters oc- 


perfeflly : Doe as travellers that weare long garments, as they 

ird up their garments, that they may not hinder and tire 
- ——_ in their travcll, that they mey walke freely and cheer- 
fully in their journey : T hus take off your hearts and thoughts 
from the world, disburthen your {clves of all carnal luſts, and 
worldly difiractions,raiſc your hts and deſires to Chriſt, 
and the things of Chriſt, caſt afideall impediments,and come 
| ſpeedily, fully, freely, and joyfully unto Chrift, It-is faid of 
Rebeckah, having reſolved to joyne her ſelfe in wedlocke with 


[[aach, upon the motion of Elcazer, Abrahams (eryant, that 
loWed the man, The ſeulc being upon the motion and perſwa- | 


and having aflured hope of enjoying everlaſting conſort ſhip. 
with Chriſt, riſcth up from i carth, and all the faculties, | 
thoughts and aff:Rions thereof riſe together with t, and | 
_ {pcedily, not lowly but on horſebacke, with all readi- 


nefle 


ew! up and her *® damoſels, and they rode upon (amels and fol- | 


1. Preparation 
to C hiſt, 


fion of Gods Miniſter, reſolved to take Chriſt to Husband, | | 


2.Study and 
aQuſe of 

holineſſe, 

1 Toha z.z, 


ences 


IG,8. I's 


3-Holy Pati. | 


"Tracy of Holweſſs,  Gedimeſſe. _ 


ne to Chriſt, following the holy and wholſome inſtrution 
of Gods Miniſters, be for/akgs (a5 the Plalmilt ſiith) her fa- 
thers houſe, and forgetreth ber owne people, rejeActh her old 
waycs, cuſtomes, and carnall acquaintance, and commet 

to Chriſt in her garment of needle» worke, an 
beautified by Gods Spirit : The more a man hope in 
Chriſt,the more he prepares himſelfe for Chriſt, the more ful- 
by he applycs himſcife to Chriſt, and the more he ſtrives for 
all communion with Chriſt, 


2, Therc.is an earneſt and conſtant fiudy and prattiſe of boli. 


Every man (faith Saint ohn) that hath thu hepe, pu- 


Fave of ſalvation by Chriſt works eonformity with 


: 
rifieth himſelfe as Chriſt. pure, He that hath moſt hope of 
\ing ſaved, is moſt laborious 
|this hope, (inne is the fowleſt { 
burthen to his backe, and the 

houſe of his ſoule ; and therefore he pnttcth himſclfe to it to 
the utmoſt to purgethisout, and againe holineſſe is to his eyc 
che molt Starre, to hisnoſthcill the ſweereſt lower, 
| in his eſtimation the choilſcſt poarle, and the noblcſt crowne, 
and therefore ſtrives to excell in this ; and to be like Chriſt, 


istaken by him for the panes happineſſe ; he that Gaith, he 
| hopes to be ſaved, and yet labours not to be ſanRified, doth! 


tobe ſanificd; whoſoever bath | 
in his eyc, the heavieſt | 
troubletome inmate in the | 


but dreame and not hope, wheſoever waits for Heaven waits 
for it in the way of ſanufication, 
| Fore is a holy patience 


DAD 


in the 


paticntly inthe night, untill his riſi 
and re-appeating:thus ac that hath felt the light of Gods coun- 
| tenance ſhining upen hum, and hath afſurcd hope of the ſen- 


—_—— 


6ble, 


Joy in God, © 
{ible returne of Gods favour, waits for it with patience in roll 
darkeſt night of his diſtrefſe, being aſſured that his anger endu=| M1 30. 

| reth but a moment, and that in his favouy 1 life, that weeping may 

| endure for a night, but iey commeth in the morning, He that hath' 

|the molt aſſured hope of receiving good things from God, is 

beſt able to quiet himſelfe in the will of God : Mans hope of 

enjoying future cemforts doth. rery much mitigate and 

{ ſweeten mans preſent forrowes : If we bepe for that we ſernor, RomB.15. 
| then (faith Saint $1, doe We With patience wait for it. | 52 
| © 4. Thercis 3oy and deliphr in God and Chriſt, He that uf 4Devghtin 


Holy Seemrit ”. 


redly and waits for the receiving of all good from God Gre @ Chnky, 


| and Chriſt, for a full,a ſweer,andererlaſting communion with 
| God and Chriſt, cannot bat rejopee and delight himſelf in God | 
| and Chriſt : The berrothed waman which hath affored hopes 
; of enjoying a comfortable wedlocke with fach a man, hath 
| many joyfull angie of him ; the berrothed foule aſfuredly 
hoping for a comfortable, honourable, and cycrlaſting wed- 
locke with Chriſt, hath many joytull and ſoule-raviſhmgeme- 
dirations touching Chriſt, rc joycing and delighting inhim as 
in the y902 which gives him life, as in the Sw* which ſends 
| him 1i ht, as in the rreaſwre where he finds all riches,av in the 
Paradiſe wherein he meets with all comfarts, and 45 inthe 
Arke which'beates him up in every deluge”; Chriſt is'the | 

onely joy of ſuchas hope in him, reogeing in ope of thes glory | Rom. g.2. 
of God, and being begotten againe to 4 lively hope, we reroyre : 
therein with is givin and unifeakable, His hopes in Chriſt 
arc dreames, falſhoods, and carnall preſumptions, who doth 
not delight himſclfe in the asf | us. 
| 5. There is boly Security and bolaneſſe of heart, and a ſweet 
acquieſcence in the favour of God ſhining upon the ſoule oe, 


5. Holy ſecu- * 
rity, 


: 


the face of Jeſus Chrift, inabling a man to pofſeſſe hrs ſonle in 
eace and 2.0. in the "midlf of all troubles , ' as the ſhip 
yeth {afe at anker in the haven; in the midft of the ſtormy 

vempeſt ; inabling man after many difficultics,and ſharp con- ——_— 

Gp to , Returne unto thy reſt, O my ſonle, for the Lord 200, 

hath dealt bowntifully with thee ; apprehending God as a Father, 

Chriſt as a Husband, the promiſe of God as a firme and ure 

rocke to ſupport him,the I of God as ſo many Cy: 
—M H | b 


——————— 


EE er III 


4 
\ Rom .$4- 


Plal.z 1.3 4 


Pſ.z8 14,15 
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| attended with ſome comfortable manifeſtation of God. God 


TREAUWH Et; 


Mw High theughrs of Clrif. | 


; 


i 


(tallftreames to refreſh him, as ſo many b:ames of the higheſt 
and moſt glorious Sun to warme him, as ſo many hiding pla- 
ccs to ſhadow and ſhelter him, and all the ſevcrall as and 
paſſiges of Gods providence, as {o many outgoings of Gods 
love and mercy towards him, carng him to glory in tribu/a- 
| tiow; omg that tribulation worketh patience, nd tience ex- 
prince N experience hope, and bope mukgtrh not aſha- 
me 


| Laſtly, in 2 word, where true Chriſtian hope is, it makes a 
' man thinke humbly of himſclfc, and highly of Chriſt, hoping 
for nothingfrom himſclfbut for all things from Chriſt,it emp- 
(tieth man of himliclfe, aud cauſcth him to fetch all from the 
tuln of Chriſt ; it cauſcth him to have his whole deper- 
dance npon Chriſt, as the bouſe upon the rocke, Sodkling 
[upon ham for life to quicken him, wiſedome to dire him, 
power to uphold him, right + to juſtife him, boli- 
»neſſz to ſanRific him, mercy to forgive bim, peace to quict 

bum, and bleſſing to make all ſacceſſefull to him, &c, True 
hope makes a man, a-man of comrage in all holy undertakings, 
in as xl ion of God and his Teſtimonies, in the pz» 
tient jon of all afſliftions, in the Chriſtian and con- 
Cant abiding of all reproaches and contradiRions for the Lord 

clus : This ihables man. to poſſcſic his foule in a holy ſilence, 
when the world loades him with the heavy burden of many 
wrongs and.injurics, this fils him with fervent and frequenr 
Prayers, and {upplications ; the more he hopes, the more he 
praycs, -and_the ſweeter anfiycr he recciverh to the Petition 
which his ſoule maketh, bops of finding - much quickens 
andſtrengthens man ma ſeeking, unfained hope in God iscyer | 


willnot leave that ſoule in darkneſſe which hopes int:is mer- | 
cics, the hoping foule cyer meets with matter of prayſcs and 
. ly ir attcr long ſorrowes and paticht waitings. 


: 


- f | CH AP. 
4&4 | 


as. 


CHAP. XXI, 


' Sbewing the carnall man in his corrupt eftate is altogether 
alienated from God. 


» Ke, fifth and laſt Alienation, declaring the carnall mans 
miſery, is an Altenation from God, Without God in the 
' World, Atheiſ\s,cither not beleeving there was any God at all, 
' or not belceving aright, but imbracing and adoring an Idol, 
inſtead cf the true Cod ; but in as mach as neither the Zphe- | 
fans, not other Gentiler were void of all Religion ; but all ac- 
 knowledged and edored ſome Deity, how doth the Apoſtle | 
| call _ Atheiſts, and ſay they were without God 1n the | 
world? | 
Anſw,t. They were without the Scriptures, the light by | 
which God ſhineth from above into the ſoules of men, the 
ſpirituall and heavenly gl:fſe by which God doth reveale, and 
hew himſelfe plainly and clearly unto man ; and being with» 
| out the word of God, they\were without God, as 1/rael be» 
| ing Without a pranching Frieſt, and Without LaW, is ſaid to have | 
| been Withowr the true God, He that is without the word is alſo 
| without God. | 
2. They were without the k»xoWledge of God, as the blinde | 

' is without the Fun, they walked in the vanity of their minde, ha- 
| ving their underſtanding darkened, being alitnated from the life of 
| Ged through the ignorance that 1 in them, | 
/ $- They had falſc opinions of God, their apprehenſions of | 
| God were corrupt and carnall, that which they apprehended | 

- | wasnot the true God, but an Idoll, their fooliſh heart Was dar-, 
, | kened, and they changed the glory of the incorruprible God, 
| into au Image made like to corruprible man : And as antIdoll is 
bothing, of no divine power and vertue, fo the Apoſtle re- 


Meant eftravyement from God, ay | 


; puteth their opinions, and adorstions of God as nothing,and 
faith they were without God : Not God, but an Idoll 1s the 

objc of ſuperſtitious odoration. 
4. They knew not, belceved "Y loved not, adored not God 
Hi 2 n 
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z Chro.1 5.4. 


Eph 4.19, 


Rom.!1. 


——— 


— 


| 


lobn 21, 


Dott. 


Plal 20 4. 


Plal.y;, 


—_— - 


| way ; n&.man.knawes God, that behoks htm not inthe face 


Mauraamaſon gl | 
: God is no where rightly and truly knowne and | 
ſerved but in Chriſt ; whatſoever is adored out of Chriſt, is 


an [doll, and not Ged-z He that is without Chriſt, is with- 
out God ; no man comes to God, that makes not Chriſt the 


of Chriſt , He that denyes the Sonne hath not the. Farher (faith | 
Saint John) And thus they were without God inthe world; | 
and bencce ob{crv<, That, 
.. Agr in bu cornips and carnal, eftate Salo eftranged 
from. God, he hath nothung of God. withia him, God.doth 
not ſhine 1nto his heart, God lives not graciouly in bis foulc, 
God warks not pawertully and favingly upon him. : He bath 
ſpiritzall commerce and communion. with God ; he is 
TG the :hoxght of God, God (faith the Pllmilt) | 
1 not 1 all his thoughts, he thinks not upon God as upon the 
age that 9g him, as upon the _ that upqorch 
mM; as upon the.King commanding bjm, as upon the Mo- 
derator diſpenſing and ordering him, and- all things clic, as 
upon the ing to cvcry.man according to his 
works ; bur all his thoughts arc, that there is ns God,no God 
beholding, obſcrving , regiſtring and judging the wayes and 
works of man ; The ſoule of every. carnall man is over w hel- 
med with Athcifme, runni long, into all impiety, as if 
there were no God to puniſh him ; he is alienated from the 
feon of God ; he is full of diſhonourable, low, and unwor-; 
thy apprchenſjons of God, ready to ſay with Pharaoh, Who u 
the Lord that 1 Rowld obey bis voice, 1 know not the Lord, He! 
Rog the God of //rac/ inferiour to the Idols of Zpypr, he 
was 2d up with his worldly falneſle, that he t he| 
hiniſelte ſaffic wh himſelfe —_—_ z Corrupt and 
carnall man through his ignorance, prophaneneſſe, 
path peryaathopinien God,and moſt ſhamefully Nleights 
and undervalues : He fets bu 


| meuth againſt the Heavens ; 
he ſpeaks fully againſt theLaw and Dodtrine of God 
delivered from Heaven; againſt the authority and dominion of 


God, whoſe Throne is. in Heaven; agaialt the Saints and faith- 
full ſervants of God, wholc ſpirituall originall is from Hea- 


Yen ; againſt Gods worſbip and Religion, whichis ofa hca-| 


by venly | 


—O_— 


> —— — 


—._ _ /l_— 


m———_ 


l Oppdſition againſt God, 


tuouſly, this he treads and'tramples under feet, and inthrals 
it to his proud and finfull luſt ; he is alienated from the kyow- 
ledge and beliefe of God, either he hath an opinion that there; 
\is no God, as the foole in the Plalmiſt hath ſaid in hs 
' heart , there s no God The foole, the man in whom the light of 
[grace ſhineth not, in thelzmp of whoſe ſoule the oyle of (a-| 
| ving knowledge burneth not, he hath faid in his heart, reſol-' 
ved and concluded with himſclte, that there is no God of 
| wiſedome diſcerning the wayes of men, no God of [uſtice 
taking vengeance upon men, for their impictics : Or if he 
' thinkethere 182(30d , be beleeves not that he is ſuch a God, 
| as indecd he is, ſo glorious in his Efſence, in his Attributes, 
in his Perſons, and in his works : fo holy in his wayes, fo 
faithtall in his promites, 10 gracions to his ſervants, and fo 
ſevere againſt his enemics ; and therefore ſuch men ſay unts 


What ts the Almighty that we ſhould ſerve him, and what profit 
ſhall we have if We pray unto him, Ged the chicteſt good is of 
no eſteeme with them that are empty of all ſpirituall good, 
| Holy and religious ſervices are m their opinion, the molt fri- 
volous and fruitleſſe undertaking, who are altogether corrupt 
and carnall : Mans prophane; and baſe fl:ighting, and under- 
valuing of God, and the wayes, worſhip, and ſervice of God, 


be from God, is moreover manifeſt , deſcribed in ſuch 


openly proclaime mans milerable and curſed ignorance of 
|. mans unhappy and (infull Alienation, and eftrangement 
rom God, 


Carnall mans wretched and foule-deſtroying eſtrange- 


charaRers that he that runs may reade it : As, 
1, By carnall mans enmity and oppoſition againſ} God, and 


| 


: 
: 


his contraricty to God, as contrary as death to life, darke- 


venly inſtitution. : Of all this he ſpeaks baſely and prefurap-| 


Plal, 19.1. 


God,Depart from us, for We deſire not the knowledge of thy wayes,) lob 21 14. 


5 Oronnds of 
mans ——__ 


ment trom 


God, 
| Oppoſition 
ind conerart. 


neſſe to light, evill to good, bitter to ſweet z The hg ap —c4g 
minde (faith Saint Pant) # eamity againſt God,oppoſing God, 
fighting againſt Cod ; [t © not ſubielt ro the Law of God net- 
ther indeed can be ; It breakes the bands, and caſts away the 
| cords of Gods Law, as Sampſon ſometimes burſt his withes ; 


l 


Rom,8,7, 


as the man in the Gaſpell "wt with an uncleane ſpirit, | Mar. 5. 
8 _.. Ho 3 


We: OO plucked) 


| 


| 


| 2.Pſtrangem@: 
fromthe life 
of God. 


Bph 4+ 


4 
hes | plucked in ſunder the chaines, and breake in pecees the fer | 


; | earth; fit only for the grave ; Thecarnall man 1s carthly nin: 
"" 1Tol | . de z 


_— 


E firanyement from the Life of Ged. 


ters which tycd him, neither coutd any man tame him : Thus 
| the carnall man poſi. fled by Satan,and his owne unclcane and 


 prophane ſpirir, breaks all the chaines and ferrers of Gods 
| Law, no Miniſter, no friend, no counfell, no perſwaſion, 


|\no comination can tame him, and make him humble and \ 


ſubj2&to the Law of God ; but he rebellers againſt the light, 
he ſhatteth his eyes, and will not fee, he flo perh bis cares, 
'and will not heare, and 1s altogether contrary unto God ; 
God is light, but he is darkrefſe; God is holy, perfeRly, abſo- 
Intely, infinitely holy, but he is corrupt and altogethagh/rhy ; 
| God 15 good, the fountaine of all goodnefſe, but he is exi#, a 
'root of bittcrneſſc all the thoughts and imaginations of his | 
heart are only and altogether evil ; God is a God of knoW- 
i ledge, perfeAly knowing himſelfe, and all things elſe, but 
carnall man ncither knoWes God nor himſelfe ; God is a God 
of love, he loves himſclfe, and them that bearc his I mage, 
| but the carnall man &ates God, and all them that arc like Sod, 
| be lovesevill, and kates good ; God isaGod of rat, a truc 
and faithfull God ; the carnall man is full of hypocrijie and de- 
| ceit; his heart is deceitfull above meaſure ; God delighterh 
| himſelfe, he taketh pleafure in them that teare him, he de- 


— - 


ligbteth in them that are upright in the way ; To the carnall 
man the thoxght of God is terrible,he taketh pleaſure in unrigh- 
teoufcs, anddelighteth in the frowardnes of the wieked,and 
thus his contrariety to Godproclaims hisalicnation fromGod, 
2, By carnall mans eftrangement from the life of (God, aliena- 
ted (as Pax! ſaith) from the life of God, without the life of 
| grace God: lives not in him by his Spirit regenerating and 
| quickning him ; The body alienated from the foale, without 
theſoaulke hving iv it, ts dead, unprofitable, unfavoury, an un- 
comfortable ſpectacle ; Man alicnatcd from the life of God; 
is.dead in finac, unprofitable to God, to his Church, to his 
owne ſoule, -unſeafible of his lnne, 'uncapable of the words | 
unfavoury and abominable fn the noſtrils of God, a very mon= 
ter. in the eyes of God, more ugly then any leper, toad, or 
lothlome creature; the dead body 1s carthy, inclining to the 


—_— ——_— 


—_ __ 
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| 1 E ſtr angement from the Knowledge of God, /{ 419 


| ded, inclining onely to things here below, and is ready to be 
| caſt into the grave of Hell, ht for an infernall funeral! with 
| the damned in onter darkenefſe ; He that wants the life of 
| grace, is far fromthe God of grace, whoſoever is not ſpiri-| 
| tually quickened by God,is miſerably eſtranged from God, | 
'  $. By thecarnall mans eftrangement from the knowledge of 
; God ; Of ſach the Pfalmiſt faith, rey have no knowledge ; no" 
| knowledge of God as a Father, of Chriſt as a Husband, of 


light guiding, and food feeding, and nouriſhing them to life | ledge of God 
;eternall ; they have no firimalknowledge, no principle of 
ſpirituall light to percerve the things of God whichare ſpi- 
ritually diſccrned;no experimentall knowledge of Gods worke | 
' upon their ſouls,in the v1vification, illumination, ſanQification, 
and gracious change of their hearts ; no affettive knowledge,! ; Cor,z1 4. 
they know notGod asa child knowshis father,as awife knows 

her husband with fervent love & hearty aftefion;no /uhwmſſive 
| knowledge, they know not God as a Subje& his Soveraigne, a 
| fouldicy his Centurion, yeelding hearty, free, &cheertull obedi- 

| ence unto him no appretrarive knowledge,they know not God 

| as the rich man knowes his jewell, cſteeming it farre above all 

| his ſtraw and common Tambver in his houſe, as the people 
: knew David, accounting him better then many thouſands of 
' themſelves, they doe not prize God above the creature and 
; themſelves, they doe not repute all baſe and vile, as nothing 

| inrcſpe&tof God ; no appropriative knowledge, they know ; 
| ot God, as the wife the husband, ſeleRing and taking God | 
unto themſclves, and making him their God, as the wife doth; 
' the husband, they take not God unto them, as their King, | 
| Crowne, portion, and as all in all-to their foules ; no conſe» | 
| Kative and delightfull knowledge, they know not God 5s the! 
| eyethe Sun, rejoycing in the hight of the Sun, they delight | 
; not in God, their ſoules take not up their ſweet repoſe in the | 
| boſome of God, the-meditation of (od 19 not ſweet unto! 

them' ;" no- ſatiativeknowledge,they kriow not God, as the | 

thirſty the full fountaine, they are not filled with God, they , 

mect not with contentation in God, their deſires are not 
terminated in God, and ſatisfied with Ged, they know not 
| ? = { 3 OI Gods 
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CC ; Eftrangemet 
| the Spirit as a Sanifier and comforter, of the word as of a frs the know. 
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1 2 Eftrmnoerre; ' - 
| fromthe 1 ve [15a ſtranger tothe-love of God 3 Paſfrervly, it is a Sun, . with 


4 Eftrangemec! i 
[from the ſpiri- 18 unhappy eſtrangement trom God. 


eaall miniſtcs| | 4. By the carnall mans effravugement from the ſpiritual /oule- 
1085 of God, [entlifying and ſoule-ſaving mini 


Es WEI 

F rangemen | 
| Cicds Alb-lufficiency, they take not up their fail agd etcrnall | 
| xelt with God, they are itil Repping aut trom (Go4, with | 
they.arg n24 content with Cheft, lay. they muſt hav | 

| the-bagtoo ; and as.ths blinds iS altranger totng dun, to is the! 
| bliazetuule aſtranger to Gol, | 
'.. 3-. By the carnall mangeſtr angerert from the laveof Geghe | 


wheoſt beames his fouls was never warmecg, 2 wine whicl 
his palate never taſted, a banner:under whichhe was never 
covcred ; God never communicated the {weet ſence and fee- 
ling of his love unto him ; none; but the Bride hath the ſcace 
of the Bridegroames love ; he 18.4 ſtranger to the love of God 
ab'ively.';. he is a ſtranger to the love of win with God, he 
declines not the rhings which ſeparate from God, he delights | 
not in the mcanes which untte the ſoule to God, he deſires! 
not ſpirituall conjunction and communion with the C burch | 
aad people of God, he gricves notat the abtence of: the eiti- 
| cacy of the Spirit, he longs not after the fall fruition of the 
blefſzd and gracious preſence of God ; he is aſtranger tothe 
love of Complacency in God z he neither abhorres the things | 
which arc agveric tothe will of God, . or highly prizeth the 
Society of the Saints of 'God, nor 3s {cnlibleof that joy and | 
{weetneſſe which is found in the excreifes of godlinefie, nor 
knowes that delight which agracious ſoule meets with, by | 
boly - walking, and. maintaining a ſweet communion with | 
| Gad, he is not comforted and well-pleaſed mand with God, 
as the eye with the Sun,and the thirity pallatz with thecleare | 
and fall fountaine, but hath more plcature in the creature then | 
inthe Creator ; he is alſo a firanger tothe love of benevolence, 
and welwiſhing towards-God ; having no zeale for Gods glo- 
ry nor yeelding any filialt and fiacers obedience to Gods pre- 
cepts ; Whatlocverbethe pretencss of a caraall mans love to 
God, he loves himſclte more then Gpd, his love is the love of 
harlots, whoſe love is more to {trangers then to their hys- 
bands. Waat of free, full, and fervent love to. God ,eycr argues 


: 
. 
: 


ations of God, The carnall 
man 


—_— — Dt 
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| o Efvangement frem't hd Pn fir atren of Ged. nr 


there z he 1s a Ireg twice deed, and plucked ypby the roots, 
| there 13 NO miner 10m, of Spiruwidl fe, Chiyt-dothnet lac 
11 hium,beſits in datkncſle, aid the thiaggw ot. death, theGeod 
of this world hath blinded theeyes of by waderitanding, as 
the Philiftives put out the cyes of Sawp/on ;- there is #0 mints! 
ſtratiov 6) ſpirunal and [aving knowledge, 40d hath not his | 
ncd unito bus heart, hc hath net the knowledge of-tbe glory of 
God inthe tace of Jetus Chriſt; he lyes in the priſon of the | 
prince of darknefſe, like Peter jn Herods priſon, his luſts tet- 
tering him, Satan on Lis right band, the world en his left 
band, like. two {trong and vigilant fouldiers keepwg him ; 
1hercis no mmflrayion of iþiritmall. fraedome , he 18 led captive 
by fin, the Devill, and the world ; beis tullof finncyas Ne 
amans ficlh of legrohe ; there is no miniſtration of grace and 
[an(iification, God hath not powred, out his Spirit like cleane | 
water upon him g he-is like the iraubled Sea which candet 
reſt, whole waters calt up mare and durt, his. conſcience ace | 
cuſing, bis heart condemning him ; there is »o min:/tr ation of 
ſpiritual peace,no ſcale of the pardon of (inne, noattonement | 
betwecn God and his foule ; where there is no light, the Sun | 
appcarcs not, where.there is no miniſtration of grace God 
dwels not, without grace, without God, | 
6. By the carnall mans eſtrangement from ( hriſt, he recci- 
veth net Chriſt as a dweller Fm him, as a King to com- 
mand him, as a Lord and Malter to be every way ferviccable 
to Chriſt, as africnd co love Chriſt, as a husband to marry his 
foulc to Chriſt, as a Thyſitian to be healed by Chriſt, asa 
; fountaine tO bekiled with Chriſt , as the root of life to liven 
and by Chriſt ; Every caroall man isa finfull, and a Chriſileſle | 
| creature, having nothing of Chriſt in him 4 and being with-| 
out Chriſt he is without God, God is no Ged of grace, ct 
mercy, of peace to the ſoule without Chriſt, #ho/vever(faith! 
| Sazat Fob ) denieth the Son, cmbric- th not, loveth not,honou- | 
reth. not the Sconne, hath not the Father, And againe, whe- 
| ſocuer tranſ{greſſeth, and abidrth not in the D ottrine of Chriſt 
hath not God. God is truly and comfortably knowne, ri tly | 
bloc, and ſweetly and favingly enjoyed onely in Chrilt, | 
Maa ' 
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| man is an empty bouls, there is nothing of Ged dwelling 
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| E ftir angement from the Remembrance of God, | 
Man hathno way to God but Chriſt, he is the glaſſe in whom 
God is clearly feen, he is the fountaine whence the fulneſſe 
of God is received, he is the beloved, in whom alone man | 
is accepted. God is an utter ſtranger to the ſoule of that per- 
ſon, who hath not Chrift dwelling in him. 
7, By the carnall mans eſtrangement from the remembrance 
of God; In the grave (faith the Plalmiſt) there i no remens- 
rence of thee,” Among the carnall men, the dead in fin, there 
isnoremembrance of God, God i not in al their thoughrs, their 


thoughts arc worldly thoughts,vain thoughts, cvill thoughts, | 
thoughts of iniquity, Every imagination of the rhonyhrs of their | 
hearts is only evill continually ; they remember not,they thinke| 
not” the Lord : He uw forgorren (as he ſpeakes by Pere- 
my ) without number : The carnall mans thoughts uf God | 
are erronious thoughts , ſuperſtitious thooghts , doubtful 
thoughts, low thoughts, diſhonourable thoughts, ſeldome, 
cold, and flitting thoughts, no ferious , dwelhng , abiding 
and working thoughts : He doth not remember God as King 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords, with big, honowrable, tranſcen-| 
dent, aWeſull, and reverent thoughts, diſpoſing his ſoule to the 


| 


| his treaſure with ionfull and delightfrull thenghts , as the captive 
| his Ranſomer, wit gratulatory and praiſe. renaring thoughts, 
' as the Bride her Bridegroome, Wirb /oving , ſonule- warming, 
| and heart-affefting thor hts ; as the thirſty man the fountaine, 


| feare of God ; He doth not remember God, as the rich man 


With longing and inceſſant thoughts ; He doth not remember 
the dominion of God to be fubje& to him,the Wiſedome of God 
to be guided by him, the power of God to repoſe himſelfe 
vpon him, the preſence of God to walke all the day long as 
in Gods ſight, nor the AL foufficiency of God to ſecke all ſatis» 
tationin him ; Perhaps like Mariners 1n a ſtorme, in a time 
of trouble, he hath ſ-me conſtrained thoughts of God, but 
otherwiſc he forgets God as Phararhs Butler forgate Foſeph ; | 
as men intime of peace lay a{ide their weapons, and thinke 
no- more upon them till warre be renewed : Thus carnall 


men lay all thought: of God,” make no uſe of God untill 
ſomediſmall diſtrefſc cexte npon them ; and as they are ſtran= 


| gers to the remembrance of God, ſo they muſt —_—_—y 
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with man, as 


—— 


FR Hainonſve ſe of <Atheiſme, 


be cſtranged from all itereft in God,and from all communion 
with G 
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Cnar, XXI1L, 
opening the Atheiſme of Man, and the haynouſneſſe 


thereof, 


N carnall and naturall mans eſtrangement from God, in his 

being without God, we may ſce and behold a deluge of 
Atherſmeoverfiowing and drowning the men of the world, 
as hoy the dcluge of waters overflowed and 'drowned the 
cart 

Some are Atheiſts in epinion, concluding,or at leaſt ſuppo- 
ſing that there is no God ar all, faying in their hearts, there 57 
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1.1n Opinion, 


n+ God ; A generation of men inning againſt the great and | 


glorious workmanſhip of God in the Creation of the world, 
whercin he that runnes may read as in lively chareQers 
the invilible things of God, the power, wiſedome,and good- 


nefſe of God, 7 ranſpreſſing againſt the __—_— authority, do- | 


ninion, and wiſedome of God, clearly ſhining in his moſt wile, 


and powerfull preſervation, moderation, diſpenſation, and | 


ordcring of the-whole uarverſe, and all the particulars there- 
of, 3s a great Centurion his army, as a prudent Lord and 


| Maſter his family. S»4verting and overthrowing all Relirion,and | 
| divine worſhip, as if it were buy a politicke deviſe | 


to keep men inawe, as children with tales,and tories of bug- | 


Hell to be feared, no-Heaven tobe defired. Letting loofe the 


| bearcs, and hob-goblins, there being no God to be adored, no | 
| fapreame and eternall Lord and Soveraigne to be ferved, no | 


raines to all licentionſneſſe, as it there were no Law to be tran{- | 


refſed, nopuniſhment to be inflited, offending again## the | 
nour and gui of mans condition, equalizing the very beaſts | 
if man were to pcriſh like the beaſts, parta- | 


king * 


Serts of A. 
theiſts, 


I, 


4 
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Atheiſme in 
pratiſe de» 


 monſtrated, 


( whom was the Paradiſe 


| 
| 


1. Looſc-living| I» Mens looſc-living, under the Golpell, 


| holy Ordinances their God as the the carnall-Goſpellers ;1 


__ CO —_ 


king after death of no greater glory then the beaſts partake 
of, extingiſning the very light of nature, by which the very 
heathens of all ages have acknowledged a ſupreame, divine 
being ; ſhamefully di/qracing and diſbonowring the ſacred Scripe 
twres, as if they were cither ſo many empty lamps or falſe! 
lights ſet up for ſhew and not for truth ; haynouſly fnning 
alſo againſt Chriſt : 1* there be no God, then was Chritts un-| 
Sorting with God for man in vaine, then he ſuttered to no 
purpoſe,then hgd he no authority,no commition from above, 
and fo is made the greateſt Impoſter and decciver that ever] 
the carth did beare ; a generation ob men theſe are worle then 
the Devils, for they beleeve and tremble, O the miſerable con- 
dition whereinto {inne bath caſt man, cauling him to deny 
the being of that God who gave him being, the fruition of 
mans1ſoule at his firſt Creation, 
and is now the ſweeteſt joy and glory of mankinde, be- 
ing cither in the ſtate of grace, or in the Kingdome of Hea- 
Yen, 

Some arc Atheiſts in praiſe, profelling (as the Apoſtle 
faith) that they know God, but in Works deny him, Some make 
Idols their God, bowing downe before aſtocke and atone, 
as the ſuperſtitious z ſome make worldly goods their Cod,as 
the covetous ; ſome make meat and drinke their God, as the 
drankard and glutton ; ſome make henours and high places! 
their God, as 
peg their God, as the voluptuous and pleaſure-hunters ; 
ome make whores and harlots their God , as the wan- 
ton-and adulterous ; ſome make their workes their God, as! 
the mcrit-mongers ; ſome make their naked attendance upon 


ſome make their morall vertues their (0d, as the civill man; 
ſame make their formes of godlineſſe, and outward thewes 


their (God, as the hypocrites,&c, All theſe, and fach like, 
though they profeſie God, yet in practiſe they are Atheiſts, 
land doe deny God : He that diſcernes not the fecds, reliques, 
| and movings of this abomination in himſclte, never yet knew 
himſclfe, nor the ſtate of his owne heart ; And whas doth 
mcns running ints 


ambitious ; ſome make carnall delights and | 


all 
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| \ Þ vidences of Arhailpme.” k 

all excefſc of ryot, contrary, to their holy callin 
| of the. Goſpell,and ſuch alan , 
Heaven proclaimes ? but the Atheiſme of their foules,not be+ 
leeving the, truth, of Gor, reputing.Gods mefeng ors. a5 bal» 
lers, and the ſaczed truths. which they deliver; ay fablcs-. 

2.. What doth mens. finoiog ſo fredlymn {ccret, taking. och 
pleaſure ja contemplative wickedneſlr, withia. the cloſes of 
their owne hearts, aud taking ſuch liberty: to.doe.cvilkinuhe 
larke, wheze the eye of; man behalds-ic nat,, what. d«th this 
argue. ?. but aſecret Atheiſae lurking in their ſuulcs, having 
[ ao. apprebenſion of Gods. preſence, of Gods |Al-teeing eye, 
having noxcmembrance that God is cvery, where, lingo) all 
places, privy taallthe.movings,and ſtirrings 
| Were not the hearts of men.yery Aheilticall, -—_ 
not dare doe that in the fight ot, God which, they willgo 
dociathe cycs of men, 

.-3. What.doth many. fenceleſieſſa af. denounced: j 


the — 


m 
rely, mens flattering 


nin 
in yy are tcady. to 


every momentinto Hell, 
by by the monks s their fraike life over the hot 
Pit, 


this declare. ? ill Four ; Bot belcevi 
Hat Cont eh ad nrightom od, ch s hater ang re- 
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vesin.anelt ato where- 


plane and powerfull per{walion from 
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2 Secret fin- 
nin; = 
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3 Fearleſneſſet 
0 my Peng a Fcheevill day nagar Month =4 of ludgements 


angung | 


4+ What doth mens ſeldome praying, cold praying, irre- 
verent praying proclaime yagi. her icall ignorance, un- 
ſanliblenefſe, and unappreheaſivencile of Gods gropcoell, | 
glary and preſcnee. ; Kings and Monarchs are ſerved in 
becaufe men appr their Majeſty; men a RG 
themſelves to, God, as to their fellow, becauſe they are 


Jt; Va ut gan” pohradgh, nor workingly apprehenſive 
CRRANG js PID che weancs of the know- 


of the and. farour af men, more thenthe approbe- | 
tian vour, of God,: mcns. exalting of-their luſts above 
_ et a eatls 6O—Ry 


ole of Gol _ rn Gel of 
wang of Chriſt, mens ſeeking 


fark 
facri- 


5.Sleighting 


divine 
knowledge, 
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culd praying, | 
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Afery of being without God, | 
facrificing to an arnie of flcſh, mans ſuperficiall performances 
of the duties of Religion, what doe all theſe, and many fuch 
bewray ? but abundance of Atheiſine in the heart ; for were 
this truth throughly rooted in the heart of man, were the 
meditation of this principle powerfully operative upon the 
ſoule of man, That God wv, and that bers a God fo glorious, (o 
| powerfull, ſo gracions, fo al-ſuſficient, and ſo farre ſurpaſſing al 


ereareres, as indeed he is, it would move man to preferre the 
knowledge of God above all —_—_—_— approbation e 
God above all praiſe, and the love of above all favour, it 
would make all the luſts of the ſoule fall as D ago» before the | 
Arke, were this predominant in , and eff-Anall working| 
upory/the heart of man, no ſinne could ſtand before it, wo) 
creatire'would appeare to the eye of the ſoule as a thing of 
nought, man would be aſham:d of his belt abilitres, grieved 
for the im jon of his holicſt ſcrvices, and apply him- 
ſelfe to the worke of his God with ſcyen fold more diligence, 
Othen'complaine-oft, and pray to God againft thy ſecret 
Atheiſine, as againſt the great plagae and peſt of thy ſoule, as 
againſt a beame 1n thy eye diſabling thee to ſee God, as againſt 
L fetter about thy feer, diſabling thee to come to God, as 
mainkts partition wall, hindering thy ſweet and comforta- 
communion-with God: In carnall mans-eftrangement 
from God,in his being without God, we may ſcothe miſcra- 
ble and wretched condition of corrupt and carnall man ; we 
' repute the body miſerable withour a foule to enliven 1t, the 
| world miſcrable withovt the Sun to enlighten it, the beſic- 
ed City miſerable without a Captaine to reſcue jt, or wall to 
it, the thirſty miſcrable without a fountaine to refreſh 
him, the wandring traveller miſcrable without a guide to di- 
| re& him, the forlaker miſerable without a friend to comfort 
him,&c. But here is the miſery of all-miſeries to be without 
God, to be eſtranged from God, who is the ſoule enlivening, | 
the Sun guiding, the great Centurion reſcuing, the wall of 
fire defending, the fountaine refreſhing, the guide leading, 
and the'friend ſolacing man : We ſee Hager weeping, when 
her bottle is empty; and hath no water, Rachel mourning for 
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her children, and will not be comforted, becauſe they wo! 
net 
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Without God, ful of Satan, . VS. | 4777 
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{not, the wife of Phineas refuſing to be comforted, becauſe | 
the Arke is carried away , Idolatrous CHicah running and. 
crying as a man undone, becauſe his ]1doll, bis imaginary 
Godis taken from him ; but what is the lofſe of theſe, 'and | 
a thouſand ſuch things as theſe are to lofſe of god, farely | 
no more then the lefſc of a gloe-worme tothe loſk of the Sun, 
then the luſſe of a ſtraw to the Joſſe of a precious pearle. Here | 
is cauſc indeed of mourning, crying, ccmplaining, lemen- | 4111 of being 
tation to be without Ged 3 Fur he thatas-without God, bs | withuur God? 
I. Full of Satan, he that is empty of onc'is full of the other, | «. Fill of Sa 
when God forſakes the houſe of mans ſoule, Satan takes the * 2. 

ſcfon, he becomes the dweller, he like an armed man 
feepethe Fort in maps heart , he like a Trince ſets, up, his | 
Throne, aud keeps his Court in the City of mans foule, when 
God is gone Satan enters in, the leſſe of God, the more of 
Satan in the foule of man : When the houſe in the Parable 
was cmpty,then the uncleane ſpirit entred with ſeven others | Mac. 12. 
worſe then himſelfe ; when the ſoule is empty of G0d,Saran | 
fils it with a troop of all abominations, then he blindes the 
underſtanding, that they cannot ſee nor God, nor Chriſt, 'nor 
themſclves, then he gaggs their mouthes, that as the man that 
had a dumbe Devill, they can neither ſpeake for God, nor to 

d, then he bowes them downe to the world, and makes 

drudges and ſlaves to the earth, like the woman that 
had a ſpirit of infirmity, that they cannot looke up to God, 
they cannot thinke on God, nor the things which are above, | 
then he caſts them into the fire of rage, and anger, and 
into the waters of drunkennef[-, ſenſuall lufts, carnall 
pleaſures; as he caſt the mans ſonne in the Goſpell into the kire 
and water, then he fils them with fraud, f , bypocri- 
fie, and ſpiritaall treaſon, as he put it into the heart of Judas 
to betray Chriſt : Vaconceavable is that mans miſery that is | 
left of God to Satan, that is empty of God, and full of the | 
ng that is full of Satan firlt muſt looke tobe full of Hell 
at alt. 
2, He that is without God, « ful : br World, he minds | ay 
_ things, he bowes downe to thele things, as Gideons | ; 
ands to the waters, theſe command him, ſway ea | 
im, 


Mars, 22. 
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3-Full of Sia, 


; Exod.to.23. 


of bread i: {6 theſe by 'mearres of their fornication with this 


"Empty of God, filled with the World, and Sim, 
him, lealle him away captive; 4s the harlot in Salomon d1d 
the young man, he commirs/ adultery with them, and asa 
man by meanes of # whoriſh womart 1s bronght to a morſcl! 


whotiſh wothan the* world, they become very beggars in! 
grace, and get a blot anda ſtaine which cannot be wiped off; 
being without God be rizeth the world; in the fiege of 
Samaria Doves ding was fold at a high price, becauſe they 
wanted bread'; hethat wants God, the bread; the ſtaf, and 
tay of his ſoule; highly prizeth the dang and drofſe of the | 
earth, and wanting God, the world with'her carcs, honours, 
| p—_ caſtomes, faſhions, and allurements overwhelmes 
him'ss the ddlage'did themthat were without the Arke; mai- 
ſerableis theirfavery' arid ſervitade ro the world, who have 
(bot Jo gracioully polſciling them, ſpirirually reigning and 


within them. 


| '5. He that is without God is full of nve, The uggards 
field in Solomon \wichoar a diligent hasbandmaan co. may 
ive it," was'fall of thorncs \and nertles : He that harh not 


| God the great hudbandman of the ſoule to manure him, is 
'0 we with the thornes, bryars and nertles of all ſorts 
' F viees, fall of all abominations, as Baalt houſe was full of 
Kolters, and the 3 58 by full of rottennteſſe and. 
ded mens bones ; his ht e and chaine him as the fet- 


ters did Pero im Herods priſon ; his underſtanding is full of 
blitidnefſe, as the Epypriars houſes were full of darkncefſe, he 
fees nothing of Go, of Chriſt, nor of his owne unhappy 
eſtate ; his'willis fall of perverſenefſe and frowardneſſe, no 
liberty, 'tio inclination there to move 'God-ward, to intend 
God, his glory, or his foules welfare ; he is led away captive 
by his laſts, as the-Egypriens by the Aſſrians,naked and barc- 
| foot, poore 'blinde, naked, miſtrable and wretched ; His thoughts 
are full of vanity, pride, bifeneſſt, corctoulneſſe , fraude, 
'beaſtlinefle, and whatnot, rheſe trade and trafticke, and tra- 
ell up and downe within him,. as ſwinein aſtithe, and make 


him avery bill, andloattffome habitation, as the buyers) 
nd fellers wadhe Temple a den of theeves ; his i | 


all pollution), baſe Kare, carnall confidence, world. 
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Empiy of God, full of ex ſet. 


ly love,' and fcſhly Joy, his ſoule like the e#p in the wamans 
hand upon a skarlet coloured beaſt, Revi17. fullof abomina» 
tions and filthinefle ; and his wayes, works, and particular: 
paſſages of his life, ſaperſcribed withnames, titles, and cha- | 
racers of blaſphemy againſt God, Chriſt, Heaven, the Goſ-! 
| pell, and Chriſtian Religion! ; He that is without God | 
and the. Lord- Jeſus is.the moſt |loathſome of all | Crd | 
turcs. 
4. He that is without God, is fwll of curſes, Where God | 4 Full of 
is not,the curſe goeth : mans-yery bleſſings arc turned into | 
curſes, his and temporall abilities all his poſſeſſions, | 
| the wife in bis boſome, the children in his houſe, the meat | 


a 


in the fruit of hua body, and in the fruit of bis land,in the increaſe 
of his kjne, and flocks of bu ſheep, in his comming in, and in bu, 
goong ont : Yeathe very word which he hearth, Sacrament | 
| which he recciveth, and which he maketh; becomes a 
curſe, the ſavonr of death we death, yea Chriſt himſcife, the 
medium of all bleſfings to the ſoule;, 
bling,and a rocks of. defence. The Prophets pot before the mcale | 
was powrecd in, :wasa pot of death, the very whole of man | 
without God, -turnes.to a curſe $0 man. O the folly of them | 
that bleſl- Ten wen in their havings, not having arr" 
them, within them,regenerating, rcaewing, and-/purifying, | 
and ſancifyingallunto them | Mans bleſſalnefle confits not | . 
many havings, 'but-111 the having of God : to' him that bath | 
God for his God, the Lyon ——_ hive of honey-combs,the | 
greateſt croſl2 a ſweet blefling, to him that hath not God, 
the choiſcſt Paradiſe becomes a wilderneſſc, the calmeſt river | 
a tempeſtuous Sea, his greateſt proſperity, his heavieſt mi-| 
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on his table, the apparell en his backe, is a /nareto him. Car» | 161.5923. ; 
ſed is he #n the City, TTY 17 9 rpe/ rrarmay | D.ut.28,15,! 


mes « fone of Hinm- * King. 440. 


5. Hethat is without God, is Without all, the having of all 
things is as nothing, if we have not God with them ; God is 
the fulncfle of every thing, what is the having of a lamp with- 
aut oyle, a bone without marrow, a veflell without liquor, 
"1 fach is the having of all things without God ; he that with 
| Senacherib hath Lordſhip over many Nations ; ho that with 
| li Abſolon 
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ſery | 


| 5. Empty of 
| God,naked of 
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_— Ged,and wrt All, 


| every mans tongue atrumpet to ſound his praiſes ; he that 


| withoat —_ tnerciesto/pardon him : The loſſe of God 
is of all loſſes the greateſt, no darkeneſle like the want of this 
Sun, no famine like the- want of this bread, no ſtorme com- 


' | parable tothe want of this calme; -O the bleſſedneſte of the 


foule which enjoyes "God 1:O- the .flavery,' bafeneſie,” miſery 
' of the ſoule which is without God !!Saw/ in his diltrefl: cry» 
' ed out, the Philiſtinesmakeworre againſt me, and God u depar- 
' ted from me, The carnall man- will one day ery out, the De- 
; vils make warre againſt.me, the fiends of Hell are comcupon 
| me, and Gods departed from mes Had man the lively ſence 
and feeling of faturewoegnterrors, and-/perplexities, where» 
| into his being withoat God willealt bim,he would give him- 
ſclfeno reſt untill he had gotrewthe  {weet and ſure fruition 
of him.. O therefyre be as loth to live now without God ens | 
lightening, cnlivening, ſanctifying, and ,peſſelling you, as 


| 


| 


| mona be loath at laſt to perith, without God pardoning, 
helping, ſaving, and delivering you, , 


Gap. 
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Ged. head demonſtrated by looks of Seripture, 


Cuan, XXIIT, 


inGo0d, 


| 


; THe carnall mans eſtrangement from God,his being with- 
out God, miniſters matter of excitation toall men to la- 


Declaring that God is, and the excellency of onr interet| 


bour 1, for clcare, ſure, and invincible evidence of this truth, 
T hat Ged 4, and 3, tor ſure and infallible intereſt -in this| 
God. | 
| 1. Labour for cleare evidence, a lively , powerfull, and | 
working perſwaſion of this in your bearts, that God «, and | 
| that he 18 ſuch aone, as io his word he hath revealcd himſclte | 
tobe ; this is the pillar and ground of all Religion, Satan la- | 
bours tauch to undermine and ſhake it, and the Atheiſme of 
mans heart is very prone to ſuſpe& and doubt it, and mens | 
weake and feeble, lame and halting apprehenſion of this truth, | 
is one maine cauſe of the great abundanee of Atheilme, and 
prophaneneſlſe : For the cff:Au3ll and invincible perſwaſion, | 
reſolution, and through ſctling of your hearts therefore in 
hour: truth, that Gedw, l>oke 1:into the booke of Scripture, 
and 2.into the booke of Nature. | 
1, Looke into the booke of the Sctipture,and there falten 
your eyes, 1. upon the plaine and apparant Teftimonies which 
it gives of God, By the mouth of Fob, a4ke now (faith he) the 
braſty, and they ſhall teach thee, and the foVvle sof the aire, and 
| they ſhall tell thee, oy ſpeaks to the earth, and it ſhall teach thee,and 
| the fiſhes of the Sea ſhall declure unto thee, Who knoWeth not in 
all theſe, that the hand of the Lord hath wrowght this, in whoſe 
| hand » the ſoule of every living thing, and the breath of all man- 
bm : By the mouth of David, The Heavens (fiith be) de- 
| Clare the plory of God, and the Firmament ſheWeth hu handy- 
Worke : Ly ehemgath of Paul, God (\aith he) who in times 
paſt ſuffered all Nations to Walke im their oWns wayes,neverthele (ſe 
be left not him/elfe without witneſſe, in that he did good, and gave 
ns raine from Heaven , and fruitful ſeaſons, filmg our p thr 
[s 2 "With 
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1. Tc ftimonies 
Ioh,12.9,8,9, 
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Act 14.46, 
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With food and glaaneſſe. And againe, As / paſſed by (faith he to 
the men of Athens) and beheld your devorions, 1 found an Al- 
tar With this Tuſcription, To the unhnowne God, whom therefore 
yeignorantly worſhip, him declare I unto you, God that maae the 
World, and all things therein, ſeeing that be is Lord of Heaven and 


| | Earth, dwellerh not in Temples made with bands ; Neither iu wor- | 


ſhipped with mens hands, ſceing he giveth life, and breath, an1 every 
thing : And molt evidently writing to the Rowanes, he faith, 
T hat which may br knowne of God 1 maniſeſs in them, for God hath 
ſhewed'it unto them, for the inviſible thing 1 of him fram the Cres | 
| ation of the world are clearly ſeen, being under ftiood by the things 

|that are made, even his eternall poWer and God-head, /o that they 


are Withont excuſe. | 
| 2, Faſten your eyes upen the miracn/ous and mighty works! 

| recorded in Scripture,asthe dividing of the waters of the red 
| Sea, and making the children of 7/+ar/ te paſſe through them, 
the giving of waters out of a ſtony rocke, the raining 
of Manna from Heaven, the ſending of Quailes in the wil- 
derneſſe, the reſtraining of the fire in Nebnohadnezzars ture 
nace, that though it burned, yer it hurt not the three children 
caſt intoit ; the ſhutting of che mouthcs of the Lyons, that 
they hurt not D axie/ caſt in among them ; the curing of dif- 
cafes, which no Phyſitian could e ; the railing of the 
dead, which no created power could dee ; the feeding of 
many thouſands with a few loaves and fiſhes, and many fuch 
like,evidently declaring,that there is an Almighty hand doing 
ſuch great and mighty works, 

3. Meditatc upon-the prophecies and predittions there, recci- 
ving their full, and ſare, and certaine accompliſhment , in 
many ages after, according as-it was forctold, arguing an 
9 pp and All-ſccing Spirit by. whom they were inſpi- 

4. Obſerve the paniſaments there,, miraculouſly inflited 
upon the old world, the Sadomutes, the 1/raclites 1n the wil- 
derneſſe, Pharach and many others, and you (hall reade the 


Juſtice of an Almighty God puniſhing the wickedneſſe of 
man. 


| 


5. Conſider well « Way revealed to life and ſaluation above 


the 
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Qualities of Godly prove the Godhead, 


| the capacity of man and Angell : Ged appearing tothe Pa- 
| triarckes , entring into a Covenant of life and peace with! 
| them, ſending his Prophets with tydings of a Saviour to 
| come, and at laſt ſending his owne Sonne, concerved by the 
; Holy-Ghoſt in the wombe of a Virgin, the humane nature 
| aflumed into the unity of the ſceond perſon, Chriſt God and 
| Man in one Perſon, a perfe&t Mediator between God and 
| mart, a worke ſo ſtrange and wonderfull, that the Angels doc 
| admire it,and delite to pry into it,a ſingular demonſtration of 
Gods infinite and un{zarchable wiſedome, 
| 6, Obſerve alſo the mighty efficacy of rhis word of God upon. 
the hearts of men, piercing their hearts, dividing between 
| the bones and the marrow, the joynts and the ſpirit, preſents 
'asinaglaſſe the moſt cloſe and ſecret {innes of man before 
| him, hlling them with terrour and amazement, humbling | 
' and abaſing them below the duſt, raiſing them out of the grave 
of ſinne to a new life, fetching them forth of Satans priſon, 
|as the Angell brought Peter out of Heroat priſon, turning | 
| their ſtony hearts into hearts of fleſh, making their leprous 
foules pure and cleanc,as Naamans fleſh in Fordan, healing the 
| wounds of their conſciences, which no worldly balme could 
| cure, plainly declaring that an holy and Almighty Spirit did 
| both inſpire them, and worke by them. | 
7. Obſcrvein the ſacred Scriptures 4 generation of people [0 
| changed by the n/e of the word from what once they were; That | 
| they are now diſtinguiſhed from all the world beſides, as the | 
living from the dead, as the light from darkencſſe, as the 
Vine from the thorne, and the Lambe from the Wolte ; men 
called out of darkenefle into light, men hating their former 
eſtates, wayes and works, more then cver they loved them 
Men chufing to live inany miſery, rather then in the allow- 
ance of the leaſt ſinne ; Men contented to be hated of father, 
mother, and all their friends according to the fleſh, that they 
may pleaſe Chriſt, taking the ſpoyling of their goods joy- | 
fully, reputing the reproach of Chriſt greater riches then | 
all the treaſures of the world ; Men pleating, contenting, 
bleſſing and applauding themſelves in the having of Chrif, | 
| though they have nothing clſc, willing rather to lye in pri-| 
Ii 3 n, 
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| Majcſty, power,beauty,and goedneſſe of this God,they would 


God-bead proved by the Creation. 
ſor, and dyea thouſand deaths, then deny or leave Chriſt. 


| Now whence is all this, were they borne ſo, ? no they were 
| once as ethers are, Is it of themſelves ? no, the Leopard 
| cannot-change his ſpots, it is indeed no other but the worke 


of a holy, gracious, and mighty God, it is his worke which 
makes men to differ, Had not this generation of men a cleare 
underſtanding, and a lively and ſweet apprehention of the 


never for his ſake endure {ach reproach, hatred, and trouble 
from the world, 

Turne from the booke of the Scripture to the booke of Na- 
ture,and here you ſhall ſce a Deity ſhining as the Sun in the 
Starres, and putting it ſelfe forth as the root in the branches, 


and appearing as the Artificer in his workmanſhip : And thus 
looke, 


and Godhead, as the Apoſtle ſaith, When we ſee a great and 
ſtately houſe builded, artificially compoſed, ſeverall peeccs 
of ſtone, timber, lime, earth, and other materials skiltully 
and ſtrongly joyned together, variety of roomes framed for 
the entertainment of inary gueſts, and other offices belon- 
ging to the houſe, and windowes made in fit and convenient 
laces, to give _ thereunto, we all know that ſome skil 

| workman hat 
no power nor wiſedome to raiſe it ſclife ; and thus when we 
eupon this great and mighty houſe of the world, and ſe 
it compoſed of ſeverall creatures, Heavens, Aire , Waters, 
Earth,&c. variety of roomes fitted for men, Beaſts, Birds, 
Filhes, and all other gue'ts belonging to this houſe ; The Sun, 
Moenc,and Starres fet on high, as great lamps and lanthornes 
to give light thereunto, we cannot but acknowledge that 


ſome Almighty and All-wiſe workman hath bcen the builder 
thereof, none of theſe being able to create and ſet themſelves 
in this orderly manner ; this we muſt needs acknowledge 

we ſce not the builder : When we ſee the body and 
branches of a Tree ſpringing,we know there is a root,though 


I, Vpon the whole wniver/e, the great houſe of the world, | 
the Earth as the floore, and the Heavens as the roofe and co- | 
vering, plainly demonſtrating the cternall power, wiſedome, | 


been labouring there, the houſe having | 
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+ God-head proved by moving canſe, 
it be hidden in the carth,and we ſee it not : When we ſee as 
that noble Dapleſſes obſerves, a river flowing, we preſent! 


4 


conclude there is fome Spring or Fountaine whenee it hath 
Originall, though we ſee not the ſame ; and thus from the! 
Creation, and the —_ {cen, we mult of neceſſity conclude, 
there is a Deity, though inviſible, and not ſeen,otherwile then! 
as we ſee the cauſe in theeffeR, 

2. Looks upon the order of things moving, We diſcerne 
many things moving in the world, as Sun, Moone, and Stars 
in Heaven, the Birds in the aire, Men and Beaſts upon the 
carth, Rivers running, $cas ebbing and flowing ; and every 
| thing that moves muſt of neceſſity be moyed of ſomeother, 
| by the conſideration whereof we are neceſſarily led to ac-. 
* | knowledge a firſt mover, whichis God, giving motion to all, | 
himfelfe not moved x When we ſee the body moving, we: 
know there is a ſoule within moving it, though we ſec not! 
[the ſoule : When we ſce the wheeles of a watch moving, we 
know there isa ſpring that ſets them all on going. Thus the 
motion of the creature plainly demonſtrates a firſt mover, 
| though our eyes behold him not, according to the Rule, Se- 
eunda moventia non movent, niſi per hoc quod ſunt a primo 


| 


morn, 
3, Looke upon the Series and ſucceſſion of all efficient Can- 
ſer, We ſee in ſenſible things there is an order of etficient cau- 
ſes, yet amor all theſe there neither is, nor can any thing 
be found which is the cauſe of it ſelfe, becauſe fo it ſhould be 
before it ſelfe, which is impoſſible : As for inſtance, the 
Sonne is 94 comer of the Father, the Father of the Grand» 
father, the Grandfather of the great Grandfather, and ſo up» 
ward ; yet amongſt men, no man ever was, or can be the be- 
getter of himſelfe; the branch commeth from the Tree, the 
Tree from the root, the root from the kernell, the kernell | 
gives not being to it (clfe, and thus we muſt of neceſſity al- | 
cend unto, and reſt in ſome firſt cauſe, which is God, all 
ſecond cauſes working in the vertue of the firſt cauſe, | 
. Looke upen the (onſent and agreement betweene things 
Sffvent and diſagreeing berweene themſelves : Fire and 7 de 


. | are one contrary to another, one fighting againſt another, de- 
Ii 4 ſtroying 
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| Degrees of goodneſſe Bew one chiefs good, 


ſtroy ing oneanother, yet theſe you ſhall ſee concurring and 
 aprecing together in the building of the univerſe, and in the 
| vody of man and bealt, which plainly ſhews the witedome 
and power of ſome ſupreame Commander, making ſuch a 
ſweet harmony bet weene diſagreeing creatures, as bet weene 


difſonant ſtrings upon a muſicall inſtrument,we acknowledge | 


the art of askilfull Muſitian in the latter, and can we doe l:ſle | 
|then acknowledge an inhinite witedome and power of ſome | 


ſapreame commander in the former, 
| $5, Looke upon the degrees of excellency and goodne(ſe a 


|leſſe good, and leſſe excellent ; the Sunne hath more light 
'then the Starres ; the Vine is more excellent then the Bram- 
| ble ; man hath more noble endowments, then the unroaſo- 
| nable creatures z and whence is this, but as every creature 
' hath more or leſſe good communicated to it, as it doth more 
' or lefſe approach unto ſome chicfelt good, ſo that there muſt 
| be fone chiefe and moſt excellent good communicating free- 
| Y qe ;nn good to erery kinde of creature as hee plca- 
cth. 
| "6. Looke upon the ſawiring and the firting of one thing to 4+ 


| mother : As in a building, when we ſce one peece of timber fit- 


ted-toanother, we ſay there hath beenc a$kilfull Carpenter : 
| When we ſee a garment made up and fuited to. every Mem- 
' ber of mans body, we inſtantly conceive ſame artificiall Tai- 
ler hath had the ordering of 1t, and that neither timber nor 
; cloath did thus ſute themſclves together : Thus in this great 
| workmanſhipof the world, obſerve how light 18 luitcd to 
 theeye, the ſound unto the ayre, mcat to the palate, water 
'to thefilhes, the carth to plants, and gra: to beaſts, and ſo 
of thereſt; and when we ſee this, how can wee but acknow- 
_ a divine finger thus ſuiting and fitting one to ano- 
ther, 


| 


| 4. Tobeſhort looke upon the /#bordination. and depe:.dance 


. 
; 


| Heavens to the Earth, the Earth to the Corne, the Corne to 
| man : Conſider alſo the operation. and working cven of crea- 
| tures void of reaſon for a certaine end, working conſtantly at- 


| of one thing wpon another, one miniſtring to another , the 


ter 
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mong things : Some are more good and more excellent ; ſome | 
, 


| 


| 


mm rn 


ter the ſame manner, and accompliſhing their ends by d | 
| and apt meanes, [ptr ao, de above their owne abtlitics, 
' as the Ant which gathers her meat in Summer for the Wins | 

ter, they working by a rule which they know not, and wy-| 
| ming at an end which they underſtand net, declare thav a 
| higher underſtanding directs them ; what alſo doe many | 
| ſtrange and wnexpettedeventrand iflues of things beyond the | 

wiſdome, power and imagination of man argue, but an Al- | 
| mighty hand working and i all chings at his owne 

pleaſure ; what ſhall we thinke of the preſervation and mini- 
ſtring of proviſion tor ſo many ages to this great Family of | 
theworld, but that there is ſome moſt wiſe, and able gover- | 
nour over this houſe; what may we conclude from the pre- | 


: 


ſervation and continuance of a Church upon the face of the | 
Earth, againſt the fury of all Divels, and againſt the power 
and malice even of the whole world, but that there is a God 
that {tandcth in the burning buſh and keepes 1t, that the fire 
doth not conſume it, a rider that ſits upon the flood and re- 
| {traines it from drowning his Church, a great commander 
whom the windes and waves obey, one fetting bounds to 
to men and Divels, -as to the Sea ; aad let theſe and ſuch like 
conſiderations perſwade you and ſtrengthen in the belicte of 
this, That God «, 

And be zflured that the more your hearts are over-powred, 
wrought upon and warmed with the ſtudy and meditation, 
' and fetled in perſwaſion and belcete of this truth, Thar God u | 
| an eternal, omnipotent, moſt Wiſe, holy and omnipreſent being, 
| one that is ever preſent with you. 


—— 


1, The more humble and abaſed (hall you be in your owne 
eye, able to ſay withthe Prophet, #/oe i« me 7 am mndone, I 


| am 4 man of uncleane lips, for mine eyes have ſeen the King the 


| Lord of Hoaſts. | 
2. The more aGamed (hall you be of your former looſcnes, 

ſmiting with Ephraim upon your thigh, aſhamed and con» | 

founded for the reproach of. your youth, the more aſhamed | 

ſhall you be of your preſent uncleanneſle abhorring your ſclfe 

| with Job below the duſt and aſhes, | 

3. The more power full hall you be in the ſuppreſſion of all 


ſinne, 


: 


P—_ tt. wr 


| menr, 


' +. Shame for 


Benefitsof this 
perſwaſi6 that 
God 13. 

1, Self.abaſe. 


tormer looſe- 


nefle, | 


3 Suporeſmen . 
ot Gaae, | 
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4 Feryent 
prayer, 


s Induſtry in 
| | Godsſervice, 


16 Gracious 
| ſpeech, 


5. Circum- 
(pcRion. 


| 8.C Ourage, 


9 Slcighting 
of world. 


| 20, Erfe com- 


the creature, 


| - 438 3 
| inne, in the repelling of every temptation , able to fay with 
Loracy how hal 7% this evill and ſinne againſt God, 


| | mingoft from| nently (hall your hearts and thoughts come off from the crea- 


|  Benefittof aſſurante tht God ww, | 


4. The more fervent and reverent ſhall you be in your hea- 
ring, prajer and ſupplication, ſtanding with Cornelius, as bc- 
fore the Lord in hearing his meſſenger, and praying like A 


with the underſtanding and with the ſpirit, 

©. The more diligent and induſtrious ſhall you be in Gods 
ſervice, knowing the terronr of the Lord, running like the| 
Sunne the race which God hath ſet before you, ſerving the| 
Lord with feare and trembling, doing the will of God from | 
the heart, | | 
| 6, The more graciows ſhall you be in all your Feeches, ſpca- 
'king the words of God,and as in the ſight of God. 

7. The more circumſpett (hall you be in your carriage, be- 
ing all the day long in the feare of God, and walking with 
God as Enoch and Noah did. 

| 8B. The more couragioms and undaunted ſhall you be in all! 
difficulties and oppoſitions made againſt you, not afraid of the | 
many theuſands that ſet themſelves againſt you, remembring | 
and apprehending as Ezekjah d1d that God is with you,a pre- | 
| ſent help in trouble for you. 

9. The more ſhall you in a holy manner ſleight and nnder- 

 valxe all the glory, dignity, wealthand fulneſſs of the world, 
| having with youand within youthat God who in your eye 
| and apprehenfion tranſcends the world more then the moſt | 
orient pearle the baſeſt droſle, the choiſeſt Paradiſe the moſt 


arnage” cafily, fully, fredy , joyfully and | 
10. The more cafily, fully, freely , joyfully an perma- 


| twre, from your ſelfe, and from cvery thing here below, as 
| the cyc comes ghdly from the candle to the Sun upon the ap- | 
; pearing and apprehenſion of the fame i; as the Bride comes | 
gladly frem her owne people, and her fathers houſe, to her | 
\moft honourable, amiable and lovely Bridegroome ; or as 
'the Prodigall came ny oo the Swine, and the huskes 


bis Fathers houſe, where he apprehended fulnefle of 
| 11, The 


2 
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£ 


_ 


loathſome priſon, or the brighteſt Sunne the rotten gloc- | 


—_ 


Excellency of intereſt in God, FAY | 
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| 


11. The more patient (hall you be in all trouble, apprehen- | 


launcing you, and as a Refiner purging you, you ſhall fay 
"en old E4;, It isthe Lord, let bim doe what ſeemeth him 
good. | 


| as the un of peace at the hands of the Lord the apprehen>»| 
lion of Gods preſence with you ſhall ſatisfie and quiet you, 
| wherrevery other thing is taken from you, the apprehenſion, 
of this (hall powerfully and ſweetly diſpoſe you to quiet your | 
ſelfe in the will of God, humbly and readily to ſubmit your | 
| ſelfe to the hand of God, thankfully to take that portion | 
| which Ged giveth you, aſſuring your ſclfe it is that which | 
God in his wiſedome ſeceth beſt tor you : Thrice blefſed is that | 
perſ>n who hath this apprehenſion of God ſtill ruling and at- | 
teting him, ſetledly dwelling and working within him; ' 
there 1s nothing more availeable to keep the ſoule of man in 
a holy frame and diſpoſition then the ſence and teeling of 
Gods ever being preſent with him, | 
| Secondly, this (hould alſo move man to labour for infallible | 
| and ſure intereſt in God. It is the miſery of man to be] 
without Ged,the happinefſe of man to have Ged for his God, | 
to beable to ſay with Thomas, My God and my Lord, and in! 
all eſtates to __—_ D avid, O Loy4 thou art my refuge, and 
my portion int land of the living. 1t is mans having of God | 
| that makes the meditation of God ſweet and comfortable to 
' man. What doth the ſhining of the Sunne advantage man if | 
fhis eye receive not the light thereof ? What doth plenty of 
| water in the well benefit the thirſty, it he neither draw nor 
| drinke of it 2 What did fulnefle of bread in his Fathers houſe 
[profit the prodigall ſonne living among the ſwine, and ready | 
toſtarve with lacke of bread ? What doth it availe the ſoule 
that God is an cternall, an Almighty, an Al-ſceing, an al- 
ſufficient God, if he live like the ſwine, and feed upon the 
huskes of the world,and come not unto God, have no intereſt 
in God, no taſte, no ſence,no feeling of the goodneſſe of this | 
God, he muſt ſtarve, dye, periſh, and be damned —_— 


ding God as a Father in love chaſtiſing you, as a P yſician 11.Patience, 


12, The more content ſhall you be in every cordition,con-| 12 Conten. 
tentedly able with Fob toreceave the evill of afflition as well ©2194 


D— 


— 


"Excellency of intereſt n God, | | 
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: The charge therefore given #0 the children in $a/+- 
mon concerning wiſedome, let me give to you concerning 
God, Get God, get the Lord, forget him not, neither decline from 
the Words of his month, for ſake him not,and he ſhall preſerve thee, 
love him and he ſhall keep thee, God t1 the principall thing therfore get 
God, and withall thy getting get the Lord.The gaine of all is loſſe 
without God, the loſſe of all is gaine with God; have all the 
wer of the world without God thou art weake; have all the 
wealth of the earth without God thou art poore; have all the] 
learning, art and policye of men and Devils without God, | 
thou art fooliſh, blinde and ignorant ; have all the honours of / 
Nobles, Kings and Emperours without God, thou art baſe | 
have all the beauty of the comelicſt creatures without God, 
thouart ugly, loathſome and monſtrous ; have all worldly and | 
fleſhly joyes and pleaſures without God, thy ſoulc is in a con-! 
dition of torments ; have all the liberties, immunities, and | 
prerogatives of the freeſt Cities, States and Kingdomes, yet | 
without God,thou art in the moſt diſhoneurable, faviſh and| 
baſeſt bondage ; have God, and though thou haſt nothing elſe, 
thou haſt the ſtrongeſt rocke ts ſupport thee, the brighteſt | 
Sun to guide thee, the nobleſt crowne to honour thee, 
the Sole pearle to enrich thee, the fulleſt fountaine | 
to fill thee, the ſweeteſt Paradiſe to ſolace and de. 
light thee,cven God himſelf tobe all in all, 
in ſtead of all, and ten thouſand 

times more then all for | 


ever unto thee. 
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FINIS. 


A Table of the chiefe things con- 
tained in this Treatiſe, on Pſal 118,779,216, 


Cua?. 1, | 


A*® Hiuftration of Chrifls comming and entertainment, and 
opening the Word, Pag.1, 
Note 1, Chriſt comming proves moſt joyful! to them that [aving- 
ly receive and entertaine him, P-4, | 
Note 2, CMan hath greateit canſe of all creatures to reioyce in, 
and for the comming of (hriſt Jeſne, ibid. 
Note 3. Wheſacver traily reoyeeth in (rift, doth alſo wiſh well to | 
the (auſe and Kingdame of Chriit, "Pp 
Note 4+ T he Lord Jeſws ought to be the prime and compleate Ob- 
ieft of mans ioyfuineſſe, id. 
Note 5, Bleſſed that perſon that knoweth the Way and manner of 


Chriſt: fpirituall and gracious comming, 6, 
Cuay, 1, 
Declaring the toyfull m—_— of Chrift, p.6; 
| DoR. Chrift comming in hu (roſpell and ſpiricuall K ingdome owght 
to be received with much thankggiving and reioycing, ib. 


1, Clegre and comfortable Revelation of God in Chriſt, $5 
rienall Liberty by Chrifts comming, 3. Heavenly Uiftory, 
4-Spirs c4.5 ,Sowle-refpeſbing Communion With God, ob- 

t4ined by Chrift: comming, Þ-9,19,1 1,1 2,13,14- 


CHAP, 
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. 


Cnayp. 11. 
Relating their miſerable (ondition 1» whom Chriſt « "I'M 


p.1 F l 

5 Grounds of Chriſfts unwelcomneſſe. 1, [gnarance. 2 Earthly 

.* mindedneſſe, 3.Vnſenſiblene ſe. 4.Contrariety ro Chriſt, 5 In. 

"7, p.18,19,10.! 
Cnae, IV. | 


[OPSncg to 4 ioyfull entertainment of Chriſt, p.22, | 
AA anner how (bri## mwFit be entertained. 1.5 pritually, 2.S pee- | 
| 


dily. 3.Cordially, 4 (heerfully. 5.Humbly, 6.Chiefly, 7, F wlly, 


| 6. prrpermally, p-24,25,26,27,28,29, ;0. 


i 
Cuayp,V, | 
| 


Preſeribing meanes di/foſing andinabling man to recerve Chriſt | 
; | 


oF fwi'y, . P.31. ; 
The meanes.” 1.Full depofetion of what is contr ary to Chrift,as ſin, 
the world,our ſelſe. 2. Holy preparation to heare 'Chri#t in the| 
Gofpell,-3 Gravious intereſt in Chriſt. 4.Cleare diſternement 
-of Chriſt: worth. 5. Holy making nſec of Chriſt is the Goſpell., 
6. Heavenly. ſence and experience of Chriſt; worke «pon our | 
outer, — 


| 


Cuap. VI. 


| 


| Inducement; to 4 ioyfull entertainment of ( hr:/?, -P.39} 
 Cclndncem nts, 1.T he C on tion of the ( reature without C brift | 
| . being empry, uncowfortable, inthralliag, and polluting. 2,A | 
| thr :uch view of manseſtate vithour Chrift. 4 .T he terrible ap- | 
| prehenſion of God without Chriſt. 4. Fruſtration of all Gods 
' Ordinances ( lwiſt not entertained 5 Excellency and wiility of | 
{ 'briſt received ; giving life, light, health, honour, riches, pro-' 
perity, ſweerneſſe, comfort, [atisfattion ond abiding ſubſtance. 
| . 6. Faſtening thoughts .0n brevity of Tife, p.39-to 51, 


| 


CHap.' 
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The Table. 


Cnap, VII. 


| 
| CManifearion of Chrift; welcome, p.s 2 
| Chriſts we/come manifeſted, 1. By opeming the beart to bim..2.By | 
| oearniſling the leart for him. 3.By offers 7 rms to Chriſt. 
| 4.B) exatring Chriſt. 5 .'By faith and love to: Chriſt, confor. 
| kv with Chr iſt,and kind in Chriſt, P.5 2,53. 
Want of toyfull recerving of Chriſt, ſhewes want 1 .of knowledge, 
2.0f Love, 3,0f Faith, 4.Of prizing Chriſt, 5.Of reliſhing 
'- Chrift, P-54559,56. 
fey in Chriſts comming per/Waded, p.57. 
| 


Cuar, VIII, 


The neceſſity and excellency of afvancing ( kriſt:s Goſpel and & ing- 
dome 4 demonſtrated, p.5$. | 

DoF, /t « the amy of all people, uw fainealy- ro deſire, and ear-. 
neſtly to endeavory the welfare, promotion, and aavancement of 

| Chrift, his fhpirituall 'K ing dowe and Gofpell, ib, | 

| 3 Grounds hereof 1.7 he (ovenant between Man and Chriſt, 

2.T he Rihation. 5, Chiiſts intereſt in Man, 4. The Subutr- | 


| 


63,64,65,66,67. 
CnaPp. 1% 
| 


T he impicty of three ſorts of men is opened, p:68, 
1.Non vecarders of the Welfare of the G efpell. 2.0 ppoſers of | 
the GeFpell, J+ «Grievers at the profjerity of the GoFpell, p.68, 
69 


| 9,70- 
ara of not regarding the welfare of the Go#pell, p.69. 
rownds of oppeſone the Gaifell, p.50;71, 


Cu4a4d. I 
\ The ſetting wp. of ( hriſts K ingdome and Gofpell u perfwaded, 


— PRs 


fron of Satan, 5.The glory and erewne of the Church, p 62, | 


| 
| 
| 
P-72+ 
An Parties by whom (hrifts X _ and Fog” 1 to be exalted, | | 


ts, 
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Grounds of diſefteeming Chriſt, want of knowledre, no taſte of 
Chriſt, no love to Chriſt, no pleaſure in Chriſt, no longing: af» 
ter Chriſt, Wb, 
Cunapy, V, | 
| 
Opening the folly of man in reſtraining hi ſinne, an4 comenting 
himelfe without Chriſt, p.321, 
5.charatters of mans being Without Chriſt, 1.Hu being without 
the ſpirit and grace of Chriſt, p.322, 2.Hu Subicttion under 
any luſt,p.323. 3. Hu confinement of himſelfe withm hinsſelfe, | 
| p.3 24. 4-Þy « fourefeld fulneſſe, 1. Self frlneſſ 1. Fulneſſe | 
| 
' 


of ſin. 3.Fulneſſe of man. 4.Fulneſſe of the world. 5. Mans 
| ſpiritual emptineſſe 4 Has 4s of the life, knowleage, power, 
| Chriſt diſpenſerh, 326, 327,328, 333, 

33 


| y 
Cuap, VI. | 


and love whic 


\ 


' 


| Exhorting to come ont of 0Rr naturall and corrupt eſtate, p.337. | 
Evils of mans corrupt eſtate, barrenneſſe, exilement from God, 
enmity at ainſt God, ſlavery to Saran, the world and corruption, ' 
| enrſerand wees, | p.339. 
Meanes of freedome from this corrupt eftate, attendance on the 
| word, poaly ſorrow for fin, frequent and ſerious view of the ell 
of this corrupt eſtate, and adareſſement to (briſt by faithfnll and 
fervent prayer, p.341.; 
CHaAp, VII, | 


Perſwading to thanksgiving for deliverance ont of our on | 
"Py | 
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p p.344. 
| Deliverance from the fate of corruption @ the choileſt of all deli-/ 
|. veraxces, being @ deliverance of the greateſt coft, arguing the 
ſvrecreth and ſureſt love, freeing from the ;reateſt evils, anare-, 
Horing to the choiſcſt happineſſe, Þ., 348. 


Cuaye, VIIL 


Shewing heW all Gods people are brt one, p 348. | 
DoR, Al G ods fait are 4 Spuritmail and wyjticall Common- | 
| wealth, P,348. 


Gods Church a myſtical” Common-Wealth in 7,reſpets, In reſpett | 
of multitude, in reſpett of obligation, In reſpect of ſubjettion. 
In reſpet of common wutereft, '[n refþett of conſtitution and 
7D In reſpeft of ſeparation and diſtinition, and in re-' 


of unity, P-349. 

CHAP, 1X. | 

| Perſwading SubicHion under one head,Submiſſion to one LaW,and | 

) our ſelves, p.352. | 
Dnalifications of Swbjettion, ffirituall, cordial, valmtary, wni- 
i wer/alland conſtant, P.352. 
\ The Word of Gad a [urea perfett,a 9: ee word, ib. 

| Mixing humane irventions With Gods Word and Worjoip persl- | 


| ID, 

bo" tn 

| , ID. ; 
Cnxap, X, 


| Preſſing the ſething of the welfare of Chriſts (hurch, p.,358. | 
| Inducements to ſecke the welfare of Chriſts ( burch, Gods imiun- | 
ion, relation, fellow-feelmg, attendant bleſſing, dependaxce of 
ours upon the Churches welfare, our (ubiettion ro chan; es, and 
| the acceptableneſſe of this work with God, ab, / 
| : Cuap. X1, | 
Treating of carnall mans alienation from (trifts Charch, p, we, 
+hs- DoR, 
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| The Table, -* i | 
Dod.z. ell prophine and carnalt perſons ae aliens to the tres | 
Church of Chriſt,and all the ffiritnall privi/eages thereof, p.y0» | 


— 


| SI} 
(ommunion With carnall men to be ſpunned, P4361» 

| Carnall men aliens to Gods children, having neither the ſame pa- 
rent the ſame head. nar the ſame gracious quaiitier, ib. | 


Cuay. XIL 


| Laying downe the ground of carnal! mans alienation {from the true 
| Churchof (brif, p.161. | 
| 5. Ground; hereof, 1, Alienation from the head of the Church, | 
| 2 Hart of the ſeed of the Church, 3.Privation of the qualities | 
of the Church, 4, Excluſion from the covenant of the { hurch. 
5. E ftrangement from the life , light, faith, liberty, Wealocke, | 
and receavings of the Church, p.364,365,366. | 


Cuar, XINT, 


|Diſcogr ſin of the urhappy condition and impoſſibility of their ſal-. 
| vation n. are ſtrangers to the rue Church, p-369- | 
| Hethat 4 a firanger to the true Church, © 4 ſtranger 1 ToCirift, 

2.7 o the promiſe of grace. hs the love of Chriſt, 4.To the | 
_ preſence” of Chritt. 5.To t communications of Chrift, and 


6.T 0 the proteftion of Chriſt, p-379. 
ef firanger to the (hurch,. « ſtranger to [alvation, being without 
Ged,wubowt (lrijt, and Without regeneration, p.371. 


Cnaye, XIV. 


Dilcovering the vanity of carnall mans 4 plauding 4nd pleaſin 
ro Sa being A within the C Witch, _ Jar arst . 
[antlification, | p-372+ 
Man living within the C harch in pro ſe # 1.4% unbelee- 
| ver. 2A hypecrite, 3 0A filer | hv. ſacred, 4A 
I 


ſeandall ro the Church, 5, Lyable to ſevereſt condemna- 
rion, | | p-374- 
Comfortable fruits of helineſſe, ib, 
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CHuap, XV, 


Handling corrupt and carnal mani eftrangement om yy” pon 


nant of grace, 
Do@t,4, Allcorrupt and carnal 9 ey are ſtranger t to "WY 4 
venant of Grace and ſalvation by (, hriſt, ib, 


6, Fa of £4rnAll mans Alienation fo the covenant of Grace, 


morance, 2.1Aliendtion from fe. 3. Emmity againſt 
Gel 4+ Agreement with ſin, 5. A _ the Spirit, 6. am | 
of ſaith and obedience, P. 377. | 
Cuay, XVI. J 


Di/playing the miſery and uncomfortableneſſe of mans eſtate With- 
out the covenant, p.i85, 
Man without the covena1t 14 1. A ſtranger to Chriſt. 2. Empty * 
beavenly gifts, 3 Without Gods gracious protettion, 4.Wit'out | 
ſpirienattrieh to any good thing. 5 Without the bleſſing of God, 
and 6 Without peace, 
Canary. XVII. 


| Propoſing certaine marks and charatters of mans bring within the 


, 388, | 
Man beiny'i in the covenant evidenced, x.By Gods bem all in 
all nnto man, 2, By man ul pen of himſelfe to God, | 
3.3y mans heviclpatios of the benefits compriſed under the c4- 
venant, 4s 1.T be donation sf the Spirit. 2. Communion with 
the Saints, 3.Regeneration. 4-Spirituall Liberty, 5 Perſeve- | 
rArce, 4 38g. | 
E xhortation to get intereſt in the covenant, P.394. 
CMeancr intereſting in the covenant, 1, Forſaking of fin. 2.For- 
ſaking of our ſelves, 3 Relinquiſoment of the world, 4 Reie- 
ion of intimate communion with carnall people. 5, Attendance 
on the Word, 6 [Ready and fullrecetving of Chrift, p.395- 


CH a», XVII, 


Declaring the miſery of naturall Man without hope, 
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Do, C orrupt and tarvall man hath no true and aſſured hope of 

ſalvation, 7 400. 

Ground: hereof, 1 Hit wncapablene feof Chriſtian Hope. 2, Hu 
want of the inſtrumentall canſ? 1; ope, 3, Hu alienation from 
wy pillars of Hope, 4. Hu eflrangement ſrom the way to me] 
fien, 


p,4c0,401,402, 
| C HAP, XIX. | 
| Shewing the ſal props pon which caryall men build their hopes, | 
493. 


1, Superſlitiows obſervations, 2.4 formall profeſſion, 3, E/ymeſi» 
nary dnties, 4,Not being ſo bal a others, 5,T he mercies of 
God and merits of Chriſt, 6. Humiliation aud Repentan ce, | 
7.T heir reformationt 8, T heir duties, p,g94,405,496,407, | 

408,409, | 
CHAP. XX. | 


©) hewing how 4 man may di/cerne the ſoundneſſe of hu hope,p.411., 
I.By preparation to Chrift, 2,By aconſtant 94” and prattiſe | 
of holineſſe, 3.By a holy patience towards God, 4, By adelight | 
in God and Chriff, 5.By a holy ſecurity, 6.By þ 18 Ooh lowly 
8f our ſelver,and highly of Chriſt, p.411,412,413,414, 


| Cua P. XX I, 
Declaring mans eftr augement from Goa. | 415. | 
Dot, Maw in his earnall _ altogether eſtranged fow God 


| 416.” 

| Grounds hereof, THis oppoſition and contrariety to Ged, Hu 

| 'rogmes jamie of of God. SED gennent jr fromthe | | 

| up whdpe of God. 4. Hu eftr angement fr ws: of Gd, 
$. Ha Dh ment from the firitaall aint ations of God. | 

' 6.Hu efrangemen, from Chriſt. 5,Hi eftrangement from the | 


remembrance of God, P.417,418,41 9,410,421 433+ | 
C HAP, XXII. | 
{Opening the Arbeifme of man,and the hamouſneſſe thereof, 423. 23. 
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eſſe of indgoments. Py yen = 
fe il knowledge, P.414,425. 
hont God. 1 "Fallof Satan, 2. Full of World.) 
32.Fall 7 4. Full of curſes, 5. Naked of all true good, 


p.42 7,428 3.) 
es Cuay, XXIIL 5 | 
Declaring the God-bead. 1.3) Scripture, 2.By the books of ua-| 


| | we P.431,431,433>434,435 436. 
of amr prfmafenrin gods 437438439. 
Bioline bnterel# in P-439,440. 
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